
Checking In With Paul Pompa’s Star, Big Brown
By Joe Nevills
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The dispersal of the late Paul 
Pompa Jr. at the Keeneland 
January Horses of All Ages 
Sale has given the racing world 
a chance to reflect on the life 
of the accomplished owner 
and breeder, but the most 
notable monument to Pompa’s 
success on the racetrack 
stands in a paddock outside 
Stillwater, N.Y.

Big Brown took Pompa to 
the cusp of a Triple Crown 
in 2008, and he brought 
home the Eclipse Award as 
champion 3-year-old male. 
Pompa bought the son of 
Boundary for $190,000 at the 
2007 Keeneland April 2-year-olds in training sale, and he 
accumulated partners in the horse following the colt’s 11 
¼-length debut triumph as a juvenile at Saratoga.

By the time Big Brown retired to Three Chimneys Farm 
in Midway, Ky., for the 2009 breeding season, he had 
won seven of eight starts and earned over $3.6 million 
on the racetrack. He stood his first six seasons at Three 
Chimneys before being relocated to New York in 2015.

Prior to the move, Big Brown was responsible for the 
most expensive 2-year-old sale graduate of 2012 (the 
$1.3-million Darwin from his first crop), and the betting 
public’s second choice in the 2015 Kentucky Derby 
(Grade 1 winner and classic-placed Dortmund), but the 
loudest fireworks were spaced too far apart to meet the 
expectations set upon his arrival in Kentucky.

New York was the site of Big Brown’s only defeat on the 
racetrack, when he failed to clinch the Triple Crown in the 
Belmont Stakes, but his full-time residency in the state 
has gotten off to a positive start on the track and in the 
breeding shed.

Big Brown will stand the 2021 breeding season at Irish 
Hill & Dutchess Views Stallions in Stillwater, N.Y., where 
his oldest New York-sired runners recently turned five.

His first crop of New York-sired runners saw two horses 
earn points on the Kentucky Derby trail, in G3 Jeff Ruby 
Steaks winner Somelikeithotbrown and G3 Withers 
Stakes runner-up Not That Brady. Somelikeithotbrown, 
in particular, has carried the banner for Big Brown’s 

first class of New York-sired 
runners, highlighted by a win in 
last year’s G2 Bernard Baruch 
Handicap at Saratoga.

“Big Brown’s been a huge 
addition to Irish Hill,” said 
stallion manager Bill Leak. 
“To have a Kentucky Derby 
winner stand anywhere is just 
an honor to be a part of, and 
we’ve enjoyed every aspect of 
that. Him being such a classy 
horse on top of it, it’s just a 
thrill to work with him every 
day. It’s why we’re here, to 
work with horses like that.

Stallion barn located at
3758 Spurr Rd 

Lexington, KY 40511

859.252.3770
WWW.CRESTWOODFARM.COM
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Stallion Spotlight

Like his namesake, the gold medalist 
Usain Bolt, the equine Bolt d’Oro has 
always had a flair for a fast start.

On his own accord, the son of 
Medaglia d’Oro won his first three 
career starts, with two of them 
coming against Grade 1 company 
in the Del Mar Futurity and 
FrontRunner Stakes. Then, he started 
fast at three with a victory in the G2 
San Felipe Stakes in his debut start of 
the season.

Now that he’s spending his days 
at stud at Spendthrift Farm, Bolt d’Oro has answered the 
starter’s pistol with flair once again, with his first crop of 
weanlings performing well at last fall’s Kentucky mixed 
sales. He’ll look to carry that momentum into 2021 with his 
debut class of yearlings.

Bolt d’Oro had more weanlings change hands at North 
American auction than any other stallion in 2020, seeing 
22 foals sell at the fall of the hammer. 

The group placed their sire sixth among all sires by 
revenues, with $2,049,000. The average sale price of 
$93,136 put Bolt d’Oro in the top five among first-croppers.

Bolt d’Oro’s draft of weanlings last year was led by a pair of 
youngsters who brought $280,000, a colt and a filly.

Sand Hill Stables bought the stalion’s most expensive colt, 
the first foal out of the stakes-winning Take Charge Indy 
mare C. S. Incharge, at the Keeneland November Breeding 
Stock Sale. Canadian champion Exciting Story and classic-
placed Cherry Wine are in his extended family.

Bolt d’Oro’s most expensive filly of the season came 
earlier at the Fasig-Tipton November Sale, when 
Spendthrift Farm landed one out of the unraced Malibu 
Moon mare Clarendon Fancy. Her page includes Grade 1 
winner Girvin.

Heading into the new year, Bolt d’Oro is once again one of 
the most active stallions at a major Kentucky sale, with nine 
yearlings cataloged to the Keeneland January Horses of 
Racing Age Sale. He also has a pair of mares in the catalog 
where he is listed as the covering sire.

Bred in Kentucky by WinStar Farm, Bolt d’Oro hails from a 
deep female family, most immediately touched by his dam, 
the winning A.P. Indy mare Globe Trot. She only had three 
foals, but they all mattered, including Grade 1 winner Global 

Campaign, who enters stud this year 
at WinStar, and Grade 2-placed 
multiple stakes winner Sonic Mule, 
who began his stallion career last 
year in Uruguay.

Bolt d’Oro’s second dam, the multiple 
Grade 3 winner Trip, opens the 
door for even more high-level black 
type earners, including Grade 1 
winner Zensational, Grade 2 winner 
Departing, and Grade 3 winners 
Cutting Humor and Ageless.

A female family like his, paired with 
the commercial heft of sire Medaglia d’Oro at the top of the 
pedigree, led to Bolt d’Oro making noise of his own when he 
went through the ring as a yearling. He sold to Ruis Racing 
for $630,000 at the 2016 Fasig-Tipton Saratoga Sale, and 
he retired with earnings in excess of $1 million.

PRS

Bolt d’Oro

Bolt d’Oro’s First Yearlings Are In The Blocks
By Joe Nevills
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Pennsylvania boasts one of the country’s most lucrative 
incentive programs, and two farms that have invested 
heavily in stallions reaped the biggest rewards during the 
first 11 months of the previous year. 

Northview Stallion Station, which closed its Pennsylvania 
operation at the end of last year’s breeding season, led 
its peers comfortably by combined breeder and stallion 
awards, with $272,745.60. 

Jump Start

What made Northview’s standing especially impressive 
was that its incentive earnings came exclusively through 
stallion awards. That was helped greatly by the late sire 
Jump Start, a perennial leader in the Keystone State, 
who once again finished atop the sire list by earnings a 
year after his death. 

Among Jump Start’s best runners of 2020 was the 
Pennsylvania-bred colt Fire’s Finale, who capped off 
his season with a closing score in the Pennsylvania 
Nursery Stakes at Parx Racing. He earned $108,315 
on the racetrack during his juvenile season.

Glenn Brok of Diamond B Farm finished second by 
combined awards, earning $197,405.12. The majority 
of those incentives came from breeders’ awards, but the 
Diamond B operation stands several of the state’s top 
stallions.

The biggest contributor to Diamond B’s stallion awards 
in 2020 was veteran Talent Search, whose runners 
were led by stakes-placed Final Shot. Diamond B also 
stands Uptowncharlybrown who has two seasons on 
offer in the Pennsylvania Horse Breeders Association’s 
stallion season auction. PRS

COURTESY NORTHVIEW PA.

Leading Earners Of Pennsylvania Breeder And Stallion Awards In 2020, Through Nov. 30
BREEDER    BREEDER’S AWARDS  STALLION AWARDS  TOTAL

Northview Stallion Station Inc $0.00    $272,745.60  $272,745.60
Glenn E Brok LLC  $129,610.00   $67,795.12  $197,405.12
William J Solomon VMD  $109,304.24   $75,024.80  $184,329.04
Blackstone Farm LLC  $169,497.92   $0.00   $169,497.92
Fantasy Lane Stable Inc  $116,804.00   $39,030.52  $155,834.52

PENNSYLVANIA 
LEADERBOARD

Pennsylvania’s
Leading Incentive
Earners Of 2020

By Joe Nevills

Click here to get the latest headlines delivered to your inbox daily

https://pabred.com/stallion-auction/
https://www.paulickreport.com/constant-contact/
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“On the business side, he’s been a huge boon for Irish 
Hill,” Leak continued. “We’ve had some really good mares 
and really good owners because of Big Brown. We’ve built 
some really good relationships, and we look forward to 
building more in the future, all because of him.”

Leak described Big Brown as an easy keeper at his new 
farm, where he moved in 2017 after Irish Hill Century 
Farm and the stallion’s previous residence Dutchess 
Views Farm merged their stallion operations. Big Brown is 
owned by Andrew Cohen’s Sunrise Stallions.

When Big Brown arrived at the farm, Leak said managing 
the politics of introducing a new stallion into the ecosystem 
was one of the biggest challenges, as it is for any stallion. 

“You just take your time,” he said. “It is a learning 
process. It took us a while to figure out he didn’t like 
being near certain horses, and we needed to alter his 
turnout schedule, where he got turned out or where 
other horses got turned out, just to learn his personality. 
Stallions are so territorial. They’ve really got to be careful 
about who’s around them, and he’s such a proud horse, 
we had to be careful about what other horses were near 
him. 

Though he’s further removed from the spotlight than he 
was a decade ago, Irish Hill Century owner Rick Burke 
said Big Brown maintains a fan following in his new 
digs, especially during the Saratoga meet, when visitors 
descend upon the area from around the country.

“He loves attention,” Burke said. “Him and Bellamy Road, 
they know they’re the big dogs on the block. When they 
walk into that breeding shed, they just know what to do. 
They have a lot of presence to them.”

Despite having two horses from his first New York crop 
make noise on the Derby trail, and Dortmund coming into 
his own shortly after his sire moved north, Burke said 
those runners didn’t move the needle as much as one 
might expect in terms of drawing mares. Getting winners 
in Saratoga, such as Somelikeithotbrown’s Bernard 
Baruch, grabbed the attention of New York breeders.

“It can make a stallion like him,” Burke said. “It can 
reinvigorate where people see his name a lot, having a big 
Saratoga meet.”

Big Brown was also well-represented in 2020 by Funny 
Guy, whose three stakes wins last year included the John 
Morrissey Handicap at Saratoga. He also finished second 
in the G2 Vosburgh Stakes.

Funny Guy and Somelikeithotbrown helped lead Big Brown 
to the top of New York’s sire list in 2020 by both winners 
and earnings, notching 57 winners and more than $2.7 
million made on the racetrack, respectively.

“He’s a textbook quality horse,” Leak said. “Him being the 
number-one sire in New York is not a surprise, I don’t think. 

PRS

He’s just shown it throughout his career that he’s just that 
kind of animal.”

Once Big Brown went off to stud, Pompa’s most 
successful tie to the stallion came as a breeder. In 
Big Brown’s second year at Three Chimneys, Pompa’s 
program produced Coach Inge, who sold to Repole Stables 
as a 2-year-old and went on to win the G2 Brooklyn 
Invitational Stakes in 2015. He followed that victory with 
in-the-money efforts in the G2 Suburban Handicap and G1 
Woodward Stakes.

Popma’s biggest triumph with a Big Brown runner of his 
own was the homebred Send It In, who won nine of 18 
starts, highlighted by the G3 Excelsior Stakes in 2017.

Continued from Page 1

https://www.tca.org/seasons/


info@IHDVStallions.com
www.ihdvstallions.com

Standing at: 
221 Burke Road, Stillwater, NY 12170
Inquiries to: Michael Lischin or 
Moe Scavullo: 518-398-5666
Rick Burke or Bill Leak: 518-584-1515

BIG BROWN
Boundary - Mien, by Nureyev 

2021 fee: $5,000 LF/SN

NO. 1 NEW YORK SIRE OF 2020
59 BLACKTYPE HORSES WORLDWIDE / 31 STAKES WINNERS (9 GRADED) INCLUDING:

SOMELIKEITHOTBROWN (G2SW in 2020, 3rd, BC Juvenile Turf-G1)  |  DORTMUND (mult. G1SW, 3rd, Kentucky Derby-G1)
COACH INGE (G2SW, 2nd, Woodward S-G1)  |  KISS TO REMEMBER (G2SW, 2nd, Ballerina S-G1); also sire of

FUNNY GUY - three-time SW in 2020 (at BEL, SAR and AQU) and runner-up in the Vosburgh S-G2

http://www.ihdvstallions.com/big-brown.html
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First-Crop Sire Watch
First In-Foal Mares Of Keeneland January

By Joe Nevills

Stallions whose first books of pregnant mares are 
represented in the Keeneland January Horses of All Ages 
Sale, including the number of mares cataloged and the 
farm where the stallion is currently advertised.

Audible – (8) WinStar Farm, Ky.

Catalina Cruiser – (5) Lane’s End, Ky.

Catholic Boy – (3) Claiborne Farm, Ky.

Coal Front – (7) Spendthrift Farm, Ky.

Demarchelier – (5) Claiborne Farm, Ky.

Divisidero – (1) Airdrie Stud, Ky.

Enticed – (8) Darley, Ky.

Flameaway – (3) Darby Dan Farm, Ky.

Lost Treasure – (2) Hill ‘n’ Dale Farms, Ky.

Maximus Mischief – (5) Spendthrift Farm, Ky.

Mitole – (7) Spendthrift Farm, Ky.

Omaha Beach – (10) Spendthrift Farm, Ky.

Preservationist – (2) Airdrie Stud, Ky.

Solomini – (1) McMahon of Saratoga Thoroughbreds, N.Y.

Vino Rosso – (8) Spendthrift Farm, Ky.

World of Trouble – (5) Hill ‘n’ Dale Farms, Ky.

Yoshida – (3) WinStar Farm, Ky.
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