
Their New Kentucky Homes:
When Veteran Stallions Move To The Bluegrass State

By Joe Nevills
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Sooner or later, just about every 
important North American stal-
lion ends up in Kentucky. Some 
just take longer to get there than 
others.

For some, moving to a Kentucky 
farm from a regional or interna-
tional market is akin to a minor 
league prospect being called 
up to the majors after proving 
he can improve the mares in 
his state to produce important 
national runners. For others, the 
relocation is more transactional, 
with stallions moving to and from 
different outposts residing under 
the same umbrella.

Names as influential as Mr. Prospector, Fappiano, and 
Saint Ballado got their starts in Florida, while City Zip 
entered stud in New York before moving to Lane’s End in 
Kentucky, and Malibu Moon saw his first breakthrough as 
a Maryland resident.

Today’s stallion landscape is dotted with plenty of horses 
who earned their places on Kentucky rosters by proving 
themselves elsewhere.

Hill ‘n’ Dale at Xalapa has a couple transplants in Kan-
tharos, who stood his first six seasons in Florida; and 
Stormy Atlantic, who started his career at Florida’s 
Bridlewood Farm. WinStar Farm has Congrats, who 
moved to the Bluegrass State after his first Florida-sired 
2-year-olds hit the track. Buck Pond Farm brought young 
New York stallion V. E. Day south in 2018, while Taylor 
Made Stallions brought Daddy Long Legs north from 
Chile in 2019 after he was named that country’s leading 
juvenile sire.

This year’s class of notable incoming transfer sires is an 
eclectic one, both in terms of background and the reason 
why they were brought to the state, but the goal remains 
unflinching: Take advantage of Kentucky’s unparalleled 
broodmare reserves to further improve their stock at 
stud.

The highest-profile transfer for 2021 is Laoban, a son of 
Uncle Mo who began his career at Sequel New York, and 
had three juveniles from his first crop enter Breeders’ 
Cup races, including Grade 1 winner Simply Ravishing. 
He was moved to WinStar Farm in Versailles, Ky., for the 

2021 breeding season, where 
he will stand for an advertised 
fee of $25,000.

“It’s a new venture,” said Win-
Star Farm’s Elliott Walden. 
We’re extremely excited about 
Laoban, and feel like the kind 
of success he’s had out of the 
mare quality in New York, and 
what you’d typically get in a 
regional market, would bode well 
for his future here in Kentucky. I 
know the mares that we’ve got 
marked for him so far…speaking 
with Becky Thomas (of Sequel 
New York), she said they were 

WE DID  IT.
To the 5,314 MyRacehorse owners, thank you.

Laoban
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https://www.spendthriftfarm.com/to-the-5300-owners-of-authentic/
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Stallion Spotlight

FUNTASTIC
Gr. or ro. h., 2014, More Than Ready 

x Quiet Dance, by Quiet American
Race Record: 11-4-2-1; $410,711

Advertised Fee: $5,000

What is Funtastic’s strongest sell-
ing point as a stallion?

Tom Hamm: He is a Grade 1 winner 
by More Than Ready, and he has 
one of the best female families of 
any stallion standing in Kentucky. He 
is a half-brother to the dam of Horse 
of the Year Gun Runner, and a half-
brother to Horse of the Year Saint Liam. Saint Liam, who 
is bred on the same cross as Funtastic, produced Horse 
of the Year Havre de Grace from his one crop at stud.

If I’ve got a mare that needs help from the stallion on 
a physical characteristic, what can Funtastic best con-
tribute to the equation?

Hamm: We’re seeing good-sized, correct foals by him 
coming out of mares all different shapes and sizes. 
Across the board he is producing standout foals that 
have a lot of quality.

Funtastic’s sire More Than Ready has proven quite 
versatile at stud, siring top runners over different 
distances and surfaces. What does Funtastic show you 
that makes you confident he might be able to replicate 
that?   

Hamm: He was a precocious-looking 2 year-old, but had 

a few setbacks that delayed his 
start of racing until three. We think 
he will throw some of that More 
Than Ready speed and precocity, 
and due to his deep female family, 
breeders can expect his progeny 
to have more staying power than 
most as well.

Funtastic shares a similar female 
family to fellow Three Chimneys 
stallion Gun Runner. How do these 
two stallions compare and con-
trast, especially physically?

Hamm: Gun Runner and Funtastic 
are very similar physically. They are both very athletic, 
well-balanced and exceptional physically. I would say that 
if there is a slight difference physically Funtastic may be 
a touch more refined. Overall, he is a very good physical 
with an amazing pedigree.

Funtastic didn’t start his on-track career until age 
three and he did his best running at four. What guid-
ance would you have for breeders who might be con-
cerned his foals might not be precocious enough for 
something like the 2-year-old sales?  

Hamm: During training, Funtastic developed a sore back 
at two and we ultimately decided to give him time off 
for this. At two, he was physically mature and precious 
looking, however, didn’t run because of the small setback. 
Funtastic is by More Than Ready who has proven to get 
quality horses at any distance as well as precocious 
young athletes. I think that coupled with his female family 
will give the breeders multiple options with their foals. PRS

Funtastic

Tom Hamm of Three Chimneys On Funtastic
By Joe Nevills
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Those About To Saddle 
Up,  Run With Us

ON A Z700 SERIES ZTRAK™ MOWER.
Mowing acres worth of grass can really cut into your riding time. 
That’s why the Z700 Series is built to get the job done fast, and 

get you back to what you love. With mowing speeds up to 10 
mph and our High-capacity PRO Mower Decks, covering serious 
ground doesn’t have to be so serious. Customize your ride with a 

three-position foot platform and comfortable seat. 
It’s time to hit the ground mowing. What are you waiting for? 

Nothing Runs Like A Deere™  |  JohnDeere.com/Z700

To learn more on how NTRA members can save up to 28% 
on a wide array of John Deere equipment, visit 

www.JohnDeere.com/Equine or call the John Deere Equine 
Support Center at 866-678-4289.

www.JohnDeere.com/Equine

John Deere is proud to be the Exclusive 
Equipment Supplier of Agricultural, Turf and 

Construction Equipment to the NTRA!

https://www.deere.com/en/mowers/zero-turn-mowers/z700-series/


UNIFIED
Candy Ride (ARG) - Union City, by Dixie Union

FIRST-CROP SALES  
UP TO $450,000

CONNECT
Curlin - Bullville Belle, by Holy Bull

FIRST-CROP SALES  
UP TO $360,000

DEBUT YEARLINGS  
OF 2020

lanesend.com
t: 859.873.7300

https://lanesend.com/
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The Breeders’ Cup just passed, so it’s worth noting the 
strong influence Florida-breds and Ocala Breeders’ Sales 
Co. have had on the event throughout its history.

Florida-bred champion Unbridled, the winner of the 1990 

Florida-Breds Well
Represented In 2020

Breeders’ Cup

Golden Pal

Breeders’ Cup Classic and second in 1991, has left 
an indelible mark on the event, with his blood running 
through the pedigrees of many winners and top contend-
ers to this day.

Classic Empire and American Pharoah’s wins in recent 
years gave Unbridled the honor of four generations of 
Breeders’ Cup winners. Last year, the American Phar-
oah colt Four Wheel Drive’s victory in the Juvenile Turf 
Sprint extended that to five generations.

The Florida industry supported Breeders’ Cup from the 
start with John Nerud and Fred W. Hooper at the helm 
ensuring Florida breeders understood the importance of 
world championships to showcase their best.

Since then, Florida-breds have won 29 races out of the 
377 total Breeders’ Cup races they have been entered 
in through 2019 – about eight percent. Eleven Florida-
breds and 27 OBS grads were entered in 2020 Breed-
ers’ Cup races. 

The Florida-bred contingent was led this year by 
Golden Pal, a son of Uncle Mo who won the Juvenile 
Turf Sprint as a homebred for Randall E. Lowe’s Ranlo 
Investments. PRS

COADY PHOTOGRAPHY

Florida-Bred Breeders’ Cup Starters In 2020
Florida-bred  Race Pedigree Breeder Record Earnings  

Firenze Fire+  Sprint Poseidon’s Warrior x My Every Wish, by Langfuhr Mr Amore Stables 30-21-3-3 $2,218,250 
Starship Jubilee+ F & M Turf Indy Wind x Perfectly Wild, by Forest Wildcat William P. Sorren 39-19-5-3   $2,093,069 
Extravagant Kid    Turf Sprint Kiss the Kid x Pretty Extravagant, by With Distinction Vicino Racing Stable 46-14-13-6 $952,210 
C Z Rocket  Sprint City Zip x Successful Sarah, by Successful Appeal Farm III Enterprises LLC 23-9-2-2 $891,641 
March to the Arch+ Mile Arch x Daveron, by Black Sam Bellamy Live Oak Stud 25-7-3-3 $849,705 
Imprimis  Turf Sprint Broken Vow x Shoppers Return, by Put It Back Craig L. Wheeler 16-8-0-2 $759,948 
Golden Pal  Juv. Turf Sprint Uncle Mo x Lady Shipman x Midshipman Randall E. Lowe 4-2-2-0 $593,056 
Rushie  Dirt Mile Liam’s Map x Conquest Angel, by Colonel John Ocala Stud 8-3-1-2 $503,151 
Speech  F & M Sprint Mr Speaker x Scribbling Sarah, by Freud Gail Rice  9-3-3-1 $458,240 
Collusion Illusion+ Sprint Twirling Candy x Natalie Grace, by First Dude Donald R. Dizney, LLC 8-5-0-1 $422,751 
Windy City Red Juv. Turf Sprint Chitu x Gator Hall, by Graeme Hall Dr. & Mrs. James Gamble 3-1-0-1 $40,000
     
                                                                                                                              + FTBOA Chase to the Championship division leader

Florida-bred
Leaderboard

https://www.ftboa.com/FTBContent/Articles/National%20Marketing%20Campaign/FSS_RoadToNat_Champ_DRF.pdf
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2020 STALLION
SEASONS AUCTION
DECEMBER 5-14, 2020

DONATE TO THE ONLY
STALLION AUCTION WITH

$15K BONUS
TO STALLION OWNERS

$120,000
PAID TO STALLION
OWNER’S TO DATE

FOR MORE INFO OR QUESTIONS, 
PLEASE EMAIL ITBOA@MSN.COM

IOWA THOROUGHBRED BREEDERS AND OWNERS ASSOCIATION
WWW.THOROUGHLYBRED.COM/SITES/ITBOA/  

“The one that sticks out is prob-
ably Maclean’s Music. That was a 
freakish performance, and that’s 
obviously carried on with that 
horse.”

“Maclean’s Music. That first out 
of his, running the 106 Beyer 
was insane. That was something 
special.”

“A filly named Promise Me More. 
She was entered in a stakes race 
for her very first race, and she 
ended up winning by five when 
she trailed the field the whole 
time. That was pretty impressive, 
and it gave me my first win as a 
breeder.”

Chris Knehr
WinStar Farm

Tom Hinkle
Hinkle Farms

Carl McEntee
Ballysax Bloodstock

Marc McLean
Crestwood Farm

INQUIRY 
What Is The Most Impressive
Debut Win You’ve Ever Seen?

By Joe Nevills

“Back in the early ‘80s, we owned 
a filly named Romper, and she 
won here at Keeneland. It was the 
first race we won at Keeneland, 
and she won by 15 in 1:09 and 
change.” 

“We bred Xtra Heat, so to us, that 
was a big deal when she won her 
first start.”

Scott Mallory
Mallory Farm

Maclean’s Music
BENOIT PHOTO

https://www.thoroughlybred.com/sites/itboa/
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all better than anything he’s ever bred in his career. He’s 
going to get a big move up in mares, and it’s going to hope-
fully be a real positive for him.”

Though Laoban is the first transfer stallion WinStar has 
picked up in recent memory (Congrats spent time at 
Vinery’s Kentucky base before moving to WinStar), Walden 
said his team makes an annual scan of the regional stallion 
markets to see if anyone’s stock is rising too quickly to deny.

“It’s not something new,” he said. “You’re always looking 
for the next stallion that moves up his mares, and Laoban 
has done that.”

Ashford Stud reached out even further to add a new 
member to its roster for 2021, moving Group 1 winner 
Caravaggio from its Irish base. He will stand for $25,000.

“He was raised here at Ashford Stud, and he was such an 
exceptional horse,” said Ashford’s Charlie O’Connor. “Being 
by Scat Daddy out of an American mare (Mekko Hokte, by 
Holy Bull), we just thought it would be a good move to bring 
him back and give the American breeders a chance to 
breed to him. So far, he’s been very well-received.”

This is a familiar move for the Coolmore operation, which 
also started Giant’s Causeway and Declaration of War in 
Ireland before moving them stateside. Caravaggio stood 
his first two seasons in Ireland, putting him in the unique 
position of having yearlings to show potential breeders in 
his new locale, but no racetrack results. 

O’Connor said Caravaggio’s case was advanced by a 
strong performance at this year’s Keeneland September 
Yearling Sale. The stallion had seven yearlings go through 
the ring at the sale for an average price of $212,833, led 
by a $400,000 filly.

“They showcased themselves at the September sales,” 
O’Connor said. “There was a number of them on the 
grounds, so a number of American breeders saw them, 

Continued from Page 1

PRS

and liked what they saw. Wesley Ward was one in particu-
lar who bought one.”

Also moving to Kentucky in 2021 is leading Washington 
sire Atta Boy Roy, who will stand at War Horse Place in 
Lexington for a fee of $7,500. The 15-year-old Tribunal 
horse sent Bodenheimer to this year’s Breeders’ Cup Ju-
venile Turf Sprint and he’s seen national success with the 
well-traveled Mr. Jagermeister. 

Both horses are trained by Valorie Lund, who also con-
ditioned Grade 2 winner Atta Boy Roy during his own 
on-track career. Lund recently purchased her former star 
runner with her sister, prompting the move.

In the past, War Horse Place brought in Kitalpha, a full-
brother to Kingmambo, after standing his first six seasons 
in Zimbabwe, where he became the country’s perennial 
leading sire. 

War Horse Place’s Dana Aschinger said comparing a 
stallion with runners in Zimbabwe and South Africa might 
seem like apples to oranges when stacked against Ameri-
can runners, but talent and speed are universal. 

“When Kitalpha had the first four finishers in [the G3 Zim-
babwe Guineas], my husband (the late Gerry Aschinger) 
always said ‘There’s still 60 seconds in a minute,’” Dana 
Aschinger said. “They’re running the same times there 
that they are here.” 

Kitalpha sired multiple graded stakes winner Martini Glass 
after moving stateside. He died of cancer at age 13.

VIRGINIA-CERTIFIED
EQUALS MID-ATLANTIC

MONEY FOR WINS IN THE
MID-ATLANTIC

Send your weanlings and yearlings to board
or train in VA for a least 6 months and

EARN 25% MORE
when you win in the Mid-Atlantic

FOR FULL DETAILS GO TO VABRED.ORG

RAISING THEM IN VA REALLY PAYS OFF!
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First-Crop Sire Watch
First In-Foal Mares Of Keeneland November Sale

By Joe Nevills

Stallions whose first books of pregnant mares are repre-
sented in the Keeneland November Breeding Stock Sale, 
including the number of mares cataloged and the farm 
where the stallion is currently advertised.

Audible – (16) WinStar Farm, Ky.

Bahjatty – (2) Indiana Stallion Station, Ind.

Catalina Cruiser – (25) Lane’s End, Ky.

Catholic Boy – (27) Claiborne Farm, Ky.

Coal Front – (3) Spendthrift Farm, Ky.

Copper Bullet – (1) Darby Dan Farm. Ky.

Demarchelier – (23) Claiborne Farm, Ky.

Enticed – (11) Darley, Ky.

Flameaway – (10) Darby Dan Farm, Ky.

Heart to Heart – (4) Crestwood Farm, Ky.

Leofric – (2) Rockridge Stud, Ky.

Lost Treasure – (4) Hill ‘n’ Dale Farms, Ky.

Maximus Mischief – (13) Spendthrift Farm, Ky.

Mitole – (26) Spendthrift Farm, Ky.

Omaha Beach – (22) Spendthrift Farm, Ky.

Preservationist – (6) Airdrie Stud, Ky.

Qurbaan – (6) Shadwell Farm, Ky.

Shagaf – (1) Indiana Stallion Station, Ind.

Solomini – (4) McMahon of Saratoga Thoroughbreds, N.Y.

Vino Rosso – (22) Spendthrift Farm, Ky.

World of Trouble – (9) Hill ‘n’ Dale Farms, Ky.

Yoshida – (13) WinStar Farm, Ky.
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