
Tasso’s Turned-Away Sale
Made Breeders’ Cup History

By Joe Nevills
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One of the early mileposts for just 
about any racehorse purchased at 
a 2-year-olds in training auction is 
to finish that season with a win in a 
Breeders’ Cup race. 

By that standard, Tasso’s road 
from the sale ring to the Breeders’ 
Cup Juvenile winner’s circle was an 
unmitigated success, making him 
the first 2-year-old sale graduate 
to win the race in the same year. 
By the standards of a commercial-
market racing prospect, Tasso 
was an economic dud whose true value would only be ap-
preciated after his time in the ring.

From the first crop of Grade 1 winner Fappiano, Tasso was 
bred in Florida by Timothy Sams of Waldemar Farm and his 
business partner Gerald Robins. The same operation had 
produced Hall of Famer Foolosh Pleasure a decade earlier. 
Both men owned five shares in Fappiano, purchased during 
his racing career, meaning their incentive to get the stallion 
off to a fast start was high.

The Waldemar Farm consignment had a pair of Fappiano 
colts on offer for the 1984 Fasig-Tipton Saratoga Yearling 
Sale, with the first selling to $250,000 – the most anyone 
paid for a foal by the stallion at the marquee auction. Tasso, 
on the other hand, was brought home after hammering at 
$50,000, under his reserve.

In the months that followed, Tasso was trained toward 
the 1985 Fasig-Tipton Florida Selected 2-Year-Olds In 
Training Sale at Calder Race Course. After being the 
less-impressive half of the Fappiano tag team among 
Waldemar’s Saratoga consignment a year earlier, the 
bad luck continued for the colt who was cataloged as 
Hip 1; a notoriously hard spot for a horse to maximize 
its value, while buyers are still straggling onto the sales 
grounds, finding their seats, or saving their bullets for 
later offerings or sessions. 

Sams knew he was going to be up against it in that spot, so 
called in a favor from prominent owner Bertram Firestone, 
a Virginia-based horseman who earned the 1980 Eclipse 
Award for outstanding owner with his wife Diana. That early 
in the sale’s proceedings, Sams knew he’d need someone to 
prime the pump for him.

“Bert is a good friend of ours, and I saw him in the walk-
ing ring before the sale and asked him if he would bid this 

horse up to $100,000 for us,” 
Sams said in a 1985 interview 
with BloodHorse. “He said ‘Sure.’ 
Then he came up to me later and 
asked me if I liked the colt, and I 
told him that I did. He suggested 
that we send the horse to Aiken 
to Marvin Greene and see what 
Marvin thought about him, and 
said ‘If Marvin likes him maybe we 
can make a deal.’”

The colt went to South Carolina 
to begin his formal racetrack 

training, but an injury kept him on the shelf for much of his 
time there, Greene decided there wasn’t room for him in his 
barn, and Firestone walked away from the arrangement.

Tasso in 1985 Breeders’ Cup Juvenile
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Veterinarians at Rood and Riddle 
Equine Hospital answer your 
questions about sales and health-
care of Thoroughbred auction 
yearlings, weanlings, 2-year-olds 
and breeding stock.

Email us at info@paulickreport.com if 
you have a question for a veterinarian. 

QUESTION: What do we know about the causes and 
best treatments for ulcers?

DR. KATE CHRISTIE: Equine gastric ulcer syndrome is 
a common condition in the performance horse with up-
wards of 90 percent of horses having evidence of gastric 
ulceration within two to three months of intensive train-
ing. Frustratingly, clinical signs vary from horse to horse 
and gastroscopy remains the only definitive diagnosis for 
ulcer disease in the adult horse. 

The majority of gastric ulcers occur in the non-glandular 
portion of the stomach and are associated with expo-
sure of this area to the acidic contents of the stomach. 
Some of the most important conditions that increase 
exposure to stomach acids include long periods between 
eating and high levels of exercise and training. Ulcers can 
also be located in the glandular portion of the stomach, 
specifically in the pylorus or outflow tract of the stom-
ach. Gastric ulcers in this region of the stomach are 
less completely understood, but may be associated with 
breakdown of natural protective barriers. Unlike other 
species, bacterial infection does not seem to play a role 
in equine gastric ulcer syndrome. 

Once a diagnosis of gastric ulcer disease has been 
made, treatment and management should be tailored to 
each individual horse. A combination of pharmaceutical 
intervention as well as environmental management is 
often the most successful. Horses that go long periods 
of time without access to forage, especially those on a 
high grain diet, are at increased risk of gastric ulcers. 
Providing constant access to forage is key in the preven-
tion and management of equine gastric ulcers. Adding 
alfalfa to the diet may also be helpful as it is naturally high 
in calcium and can act as a buffer for the highly acidic 
contents of the stomach. 

Medications used to treat gastric ulcers in horses have 
the main goal of decreasing the acidity of the stomach. 
Commonly used medications include omeprazole (Gas-
troGard, UlcerGard) and ranitidine (Zantac). Sucralfate is 
also commonly administered as a coating agent to help 
heal ulcerations. GastroGard is the most commonly used 

Dr. Christie
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medication and is the only medication with FDA approval 
for the treatment of gastric ulcers in horses. A long-act-
ing injectable omeprazole has shown promise and may 
offer an alternative to traditional omeprazole therapy 
although further study is needed. Glandular ulcers can be 
more difficult to treat and often require longer courses 
of treatment. In some cases, treatment with a medica-
tion called misoprostol may be recommended if these 
ulcers fail to respond to GastroGard alone. 

Dr. Kate Christie received her undergraduate degree in 
Life Sciences as well as a Master’s degree in Pharmacol-
ogy and Toxicology from Queen’s University in Kingston, 
Ontario. She graduated from the North Carolina State 
College of Veterinary Medicine in 2014 and became 
boarded in large animal internal medicine in 2018 at the 
completion of her residency program at the University 
of Georgia. Her professional interests include gastroin-
testinal disease, infectious and non-infectious respiratory 
disease, and equine pharmacology.

By Dr. Kate Christie
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ASK YOUR INSURER
Farm And Ranch Policies

By Bryce Burton

PRESENTED BY

Equine insurance experts 
answer your questions about 
insuring Thoroughbreds for the 
breeding and auction realms. 

Email us at info@paulickreport.
com if you have a question for 
an insurer.

QUESTION: How does insur-
ing your home on a farm 
through the usual homeown-
er channels compare with 
lumping it in with a Farm and 
Ranch Policy?
 

BRYCE BURTON: Equine Farm and Ranch Package 
policies are designed for people who own or lease farms 
where horses, or other livestock, are boarded and pas-
tured. If you own or lease a farm, the chances are that 
both your Farm Property and Liability coverage needs 
would be best met under an Equine Farm and Ranch Pack-
age Policy. If there are owned dwellings on the farm, from 
a cost perspective, it makes the most sense to include 
these dwelling property coverages within the Farm Pack-
age policy, in order to have all coverages bundled together.
 
The main difference between your run-of-the-mill home-
owner’s policy and a Farm and Ranch Policy is the liability 
coverage. As a horse owner, or farm operator, you face 
unique risks that are not covered under a homeowner’s 
policy. If you own horses that are boarded on the prop-
erty, the package policy includes liability for your owned 
horses while on and off premises, including but not 
limited to the racetrack, show ring, breeding shed, etc. 
Farm owners that board non-owned horses also have 
the option to place care, custody, or control insurance, 
which covers the insured in the event that something 

were to happen to a non-owned horse while in their care. 
The liability portion of the package covers the owner 
or lessee’s business pursuits, such as boarding, train-
ing, riding instructions, etc., which would otherwise be 
excluded under a homeowner’s policy. Any litigation that 
may arise as a result of the farm and equine operation, 
including pending litigation costs, would be covered under 
the Farm and Ranch policy, but may be excluded under a 
homeowner’s policy.

Regarding coverage for property, most homeowner’s poli-
cies exclude farm outbuildings, so appurtenant structures 
used for business purposes such as barns, offices, and 
arenas are often excluded from homeowner’s policies. 
Additionally, coverage for business personal property is 
also typically inadequate or excluded on a homeowner’s 
policy, which results in inadequate or no coverage for farm 
equipment such as machinery, tack, tools, feed, and hay. 
On a Farm and Ranch Policy, farm personal property can 
be scheduled to provide replacement cost and there is no 
limitation for the business use of the property.

Bryce Burton is a property and liability specialist for 
Muirfield Insurance. He is from Frankfort, Ky., where 
he grew up an avid race fan. His Thoroughbred racing 
fandom combined with a collegiate internship in the 
insurance industry, culminated in a start in the equine 
insurance field. Bryce has been with Muirfield Insurance 
since 2014, following his graduation from Transylvania 
University in Lexington. PRS
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Newspapers reported that Tasso’s beleaguered owners 
spent more time trying to shop the horse out for private 
sale, but at some point, a juvenile has to prove himself on 
the racetrack to be worth selling. Tasso was placed in the 
California barn of Neil Drysdale, and he made his debut in 
May of his 2-year-old season, three months after his trip 
through the sale ring at Calder. 

Tasso quickly cast aside whatever the buying public failed 
to see in him, winning five of seven starts during his juve-
nile year. Showing the ability to win from a deep close or a 
stalking trip in the preceding starts, Tasso earned his first 
major win in the G1 Del Mar Futurity. The going was much 
smoother two starts later when he dusted the G2 Breed-
ers’ Futurity at Keeneland by six lengths. 

The colt was not nominated to the second-ever Breeders’ 
Cup in 1985, but his purse earnings from his Breeders’ 
Futurity rout were just enough to cover the $120,000 
late entry fee, ensuring him a spot in the gate at Aque-
duct. 

Despite coming into the race off an impressive victory, Tas-
so left the gate in the Breeders’ Cup Juvenile as the field’s 
third choice. Everyone looked up to even-money favorite 
Mogambo, a homebred for Peter Brant who obliterated the 
G1 Champagne Stakes by 9 ¾ lengths, and beat several of 
the field’s hopefuls in the process. 

The betting public’s second choice was Storm Cat, a Grade 
1 winner who appeared to have the race in hand after a 
well-placed stalking trip until the very last jump, when Tasso 
and jockey Laffit Pincay Jr. completed a wide-running clos-
ing move to outkick the future superstar sire by a nose. 
Mogambo never threatened, and ran sixth. 

The Breeders’ Cup win later clinched Tasso’s case for the 
Eclipse Award as champion 2-year-old male of 1985.

Tasso wasn’t the first graduate of a 2-year-old sale to win 
a Breeders’ Cup race. That honor went to Wild Again, the 
winner of the inaugural Breeders’ Cup Classic, who was an 
RNA during the 1982 Fasig-Tipton juvenile sale at Calder. 
However, Tasso’s victory was proof of concept that a young 
horse could go through the ring at a 2-year-olds in train-
ing sale and win at the fledgling marquee event just a few 
months later. The fact that he was essentially unwanted at 
the sale is just icing on the cake.

Tasso continued to race into his 4-year-old season, but he 
never won another graded stakes contest after his juvenile 
season. 

He retired to Lane’s End in Kentucky for the 1988 breed-
ing season, but he never found significant footing at stud 
domestically. Tasso finished his stud career in Saudi Arabia 
at Al Janadriyah Farm, an operation once owned by the late 
King Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz that became a popular stop for 
visiting U.S. presidents.
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First-Crop Sire Watch
First 2YOs Of OBS July Sale

By Joe Nevills

Stallions whose first crops of 2-year-olds are represented 
in the OBS July 2-Year-Olds In Training Sale, including the 
number of horses cataloged and the farm where the stal-
lion is currently advertised.

Air Force Blue – (8) Ashford Stud, Ky.
Anchor Down – (9) Gainesway, Ky.
Big Blue Kitten – (7) Calumet Farm, Ky.
Bradester – (1) Valor Farm, Tx.
Brody’s Cause – (6) Spendthrift Farm, Ky.
Buratino – (1) Kildangan Stud, Ire.
California Chrome – (6) Arrow Stud, Japan
Cinco Charlie – (5) Spendthrift Farm, Ky.
Effinex – (7) Deceased
Exaggerator – (12) WinStar Farn, Ky.
Firing Line – (1) Crestwood Farm, Ky.
Flintshire – (5) Hill ‘n’ Dale Farms, Ky.
Frosted – (15) Darley, Ky.
Hit It a Bomb – (4) Spendthrift Farm, Ky.
Ironicus – (4) Claiborne Farm, Ky.
Jess’s Dream – (10) Ocala Stud, Fla.
Laoban – (14) Sequel New York, N.Y.
Magic Dancer – (3) Korea
Missing Element – (1) Florida
Mosler – (1) Country Life Farm, Md.
Mshawish – (9) Taylor Made Stallions, Ky.
Not This Time – (16) Taylor Made Stallions, Ky.
Nyquist – (5) Darley, Ky.
Optimizer – (6) Calumet Farm, Ky.
Outwork – (14) WinStar Farm, Ky.
Peace and Justice – (1) Northview PA, Pa.
Prayer for Relief – (2) R Star Stallions, Ind.
Producer – (1) Calumet Farm, Ky.
Protonico – (2) Castleton Lyons, Ky.
Ride On Curlin – (5) Pleasant Acres Stallions, Fla.
Runhappy – (3) Claiborne Farm, Ky.
Social Inclusion – (4) Diamond B Farm, Pa.
Speightster – (15) WinStar Farm, Ky.
Tamarkuz – (2) Shadwell Farm, Ky.
Texas Red – (2) Crestwood Farm, Ky.
Tourist – (7) WinStar Farm, Ky.
Uncle Vinny – (1) Equistar Training and Breeding, Pa.
Upstart – (19) Airdrie Stud, Ky.
Vancouver – (10) Ashford Stud, Ky.
V. E. Day – (1) Buck Pond Farm, Ky.
War Dancer – (2) Irish Hill & Dutchess Views Stallions, N.Y.

https://shadwellfarm.com/

