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Last year was a big one for the resume of Alex Solis II, 
spearheaded by the success of Kentucky Derby winner 
Country House and Breeders’ Cup Filly and Mare Sprint 
winner Covfefe, both selected or managed by Solis/Litt 
Bloodstock.

Just a few days into 2020, Solis has laid the foundation to 
grow upon that success by becoming the new director of 
bloodstock at Gainesway. Solis, 35, will remain based in Los 
Angeles, Calif., through June, at which point he will move to 
Kentucky on a full-time basis. 

Solis took a moment to discuss his new position, his goals 
with Gainesway, and reflect upon an unforgettable 2019.

Question: Why was now the time to associate yourself 
with a farm?

Alex Solis II: “I have a great deal of respect for Antony Beck 
and Brian Graves. When Brian took the helm at Gainesway, 
he was bouncing ideas off me and mentioned that he was 
looking for more help at the farm. I guess he could tell I was 
somewhat interested if the role and its responsibilities made 
sense for me. He called me back a month later and asked if 
I’d be willing to do something.”

Q: What in particular made the Gainesway position 
appealing to take?

A: “Antony Beck has a great passion for the sport. He 
understands the need to take advantage of opportunities as 
they are presented and can play the game on multiple fronts. 
I can call him about a horse and he can make decisions 
instantly - that’s how I want to operate; there’s an ease and 
trust to that kind of relationship. 

“Gainesway is a family operation which is really exciting for 
me to be a part of. Antony’s kids have grown up on the farm 
and want to be involved in the operation - they love horses. 
The Beck family has been custodians of Gainesway for 30 
years, which gives me confidence in the future. Being around 
a family who wants to work together and contribute to the 
farm’s legacy is energizing. 

“I’m also looking forward to working with Brian – I respect his 
eye and horsemanship immensely. We often land on similar 
horses at sales, so hopefully it will be a seamless transition 
working together selecting horses for the stable.”

Q: What are your day-to-day responsibilities with Gainesway?

A: “Much of the work will be what I currently do for other 

clients. I’ll attend every sale, watch races, help strategize and 
streamline. I think the best way to describe my job would be 
to keep Gainesway’s finger on the pulse of what’s happening 
in the industry. I will have more focus on identifying stallion 
prospects than previously as I have never been associated 
with a stud farm.

“I’ll also be managing Antony’s racing stable, which is great. It 
was a natural fit for me to go to Gainesway – there is a lot of 
crossover between my role there and what I do for Solis/Litt 
clients. As long as we have the right infrastructure and the 
right team in place, I have no worries.”

Q: What are your early goals with Gainesway?

A: “For the short term, I will be focused on the racing stable. 
Building relationships with trainers, understanding what is 
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Stallion Spotlight

The 3-year-old class of 2016 was 
a deep group, and Airdrie Stud’s 
American Freedom laid in some 
strong blows against its most 
imposing members over the course 
of his on-track career. Now, his first 
yearlings will look to land some blows 
of their own in the auction ring.

The son of Pulpit started fast, winning 
three of his first four career starts. 
After winning on debut at Santa Anita 
Park, American Freedom won the 
Sir Barton Stakes at Pimlico Race 
Course, then took the G3 Iowa Derby 
at Prairie Meadows.

His 3-year-old campaign then took a head-first dive into 
the deep end, continuing with runner-up efforts in the G1 
Haskell Invitational Stakes and Travers Stakes. American 
Freedom beat future Horse of the Year Gun Runner in both 
of those starts, he bested Kentucky Derby winner Nyquist 
in the Haskell, and he finished ahead of Preakness Stakes 
winner Exaggerator and Belmont Stakes winner Creator in 
the Travers. The only horse he didn’t beat on Travers day 
was Arrogate, who was starting a record-splitting run of 
global dominance that included earning that year’s champion 
3-year-old male trophy.

American Freedom retired with three wins in eight starts for 
earnings of $705,100. 

The horse’s two biggest victories – the Iowa Derby and Sir 
Barton Stakes – both came at a mile and a sixteenth, but 
American Freedom showed a bit more versatility over the rest 
of his career. His debut win checked off the “one turn” box at 
seven furlongs, while his Grade 1 placings came at a mile and 
an eighth in the Haskell, and a mile and a quarter in the Travers.  

Bred in Kentucky by Centaur Farms, American Freedom is out 
of the multiple stakes-winning Pleasant Tap mare Gottcha Last, 
making him a half-brother to Grade 3-winner and sire Gottcha 
Gold. Grade 1 winner Linkage and Grade 2 winner To the 
Lighthouse are in his extended family.

The sire power on the top side of American Freedom’s pedigree 
is self-evident. Pulpit is also the sire of Grade 1 winner Tapit, 
who has ascended to become the face of his generation in the 
sire ranks, both on the racetrack and in the sale ring,  the ever-
reliable Sky Mesa, and Lucky Pulpit, himself the sire of two-time 
Horse of the Year California Chrome.

With his first weanlings sent to the auction ring in 2019, 
American Freedom saw 14 foals sell for an average of $22,800, 
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more than double his introductory 
stud fee of $10,000.

The most expensive offering of the 
bunch was a filly out of the Grade 
2-placed stakes-winning Include 
mare Daring Reality who sold to 
Lauren Carlisle, agent, for $55,000 
at the Keeneland November 
Breeding Stock Sale. Include is 
himself a long-serving member of 
the Airdrie stallion roster, giving the 
filly strong ties to the program on 
both sides of the pedigree.

Looking ahead to the 2020 auction 
season, American Freedom has 

13 newly-turned yearlings cataloged in this year’s Keeneland 
January Horses of All Ages Sale, tying him for the sixth-most 
among first-year stallions.

http://www.flfarmmanagers.com/
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Veterinarians at Rood and Riddle Equine 
Hospital answer your questions about 
sales and healthcare of Thoroughbred 
auction yearlings, weanlings, 2-year-olds 
and breeding stock.

QUESTION: What can I do to prevent 
respiratory infections in young sales 
horses? 
 
DR. LILLY HAYWOOD: Breeding stock 
sales serve as the “perfect storm” 

for the development of respiratory disease in weanlings 
and short yearlings. Horses arrive from multiple farms 
and states, are housed together, and are stressed. 
Fortunately, most young horses arrive to the sale healthy 
– but the stress of shipping, new cohorts and new 
activities can take their toll.  

Equine Herpes Virus 1 and 4, two of the most common 
pathogens that affect these horses, can lie latent in 
healthy horses and emerge in stressful situations. Both 
typically manifest with fevers and nasal/ocular discharge. 
Equine influenza is another common respiratory virus in 
young horses and presents with fever, nasal discharge 
and coughing. All three of these diseases are capable 
of spreading rapidly through nose-to-nose contact, 
aerosolization of viral particles via coughing and fomite 
transmission (such as human hands and water buckets). 

EHV-1 and EHV-4, are especially concerning at breeding 
stock sales as EHV-1 may cause abortion in mares 
and neurologic disease in horses of all ages. In addition, 
both viruses can set young horses up for more serious 
secondary bacterial infections. 

Ensure your horses are adequately vaccinated for both 
herpes and influenza prior to arriving at the sale. Follow 
the manufacturer’s and your veterinarian’s guidelines 
regarding type of vaccination, age at primary vaccination 
and booster vaccinations. Thorough vaccination is not a 
guaranteed prevention of infection, but it does significantly 
decrease the risk. 

Implement good biosecurity practices while at the sale. 
Limit nose-to-nose contact between horses, as this is the 
most effective way for the virus to spread. Encourage staff 
to use frequent hand-washing, alcohol-based hand sanitizer 
and even disposable exam gloves, especially around any 
horses displaying clinical signs of infection. Clean and 
disinfect equipment such as water and feed buckets and 
chifney bits between horses. Monitoring temperatures 
twice daily on all young horses can help catch disease in the 
early stages. Finally, limit staff overlap between pregnant 
mares, racehorses and young horses as much as possible. 

Dr. Haywood
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Good biosecurity does not end at the sales grounds. 
It is common for a healthy-appearing sales weanling 
or yearling to arrive back on a farm, and spread a 
respiratory virus throughout a barn of non-sales horses. 
New arrivals should be isolated for two weeks and be 
monitored closely for clinical signs of disease. Ideally, 
farms should house new arrivals in a separate barn 
from native horses; in situations where this is not 
possible, farms should strive to turn out new arrivals 
separately, minimize shared equipment and encourage 
hand-washing among staff.  Any young horses that 
exhibit signs of disease should be evaluated by a 
veterinarian. 

Dr. Lilly Haywood grew up riding and showing hunters 
in Raleigh, N.C. Haywood attended the University of 
Pennsylvania for veterinary school, graduating in 2013 
with an equine focus. She joined Rood and Riddle in 
June of 2013. Her areas of interest include emergency 
medicine, primary and preventative care, and neonatal 
medicine. 

By Dr. Lilly Haywood

http://www.kppvet.com/bonewise/?utm_source=Paulick&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=AskAVet&utm_content=BoneWise
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Bill said he wanted to push on with him. I’m thinking, ‘Gosh, 
he must really love this horse.’ For him to run second in the 
Derby, we were just proud of that. You didn’t think the whole 
inquiry thing at the Derby was going to happen, but I could 
see the merit in it. When it happened, I think it was all just 
meant to be, and I think Jerry was up top looking down on us.”

Q: Covfefe had a huge season in 2019. How did she fit the 
profile of what you like to see in a young racehorse?

A: “From the moment we saw her, Jason [Litt] and I really 
liked her. Jason loves a lot of Helen Alexander’s families, and 
he kept saying he wanted to get something in this family, and 
I’d say, ‘We’ll find one, don’t worry.’

“Covfefe is by Into Mischief, and we’ve always had an 
affinity for Into Mischief. She had a presence about her, 
just a quiet, good-walking filly, great hind leg. She was just 
on the smaller side. You never thought she was going to 
be a route filly. You knew from the beginning what you 
were getting.

“It was fun to watch the natural progression of the horse 
getting better. It reminds you when you put them in the right 
spots and they win races, they get more and more confident. 
That’s the most important thing – the desire to do it.”
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Continued from Page 1

going on with each horse and their history, organizing the 
roster so that Antony feels confident he knows what is going 
on with each of them. Of course, we’d love to get a stallion in 
the stable pretty soon, so we’ll be on the hunt to find the right 
one. You’d love for your first deal to be a good deal.”

Q: Country House’s Derby win was a big moment for your 
bloodstock career. Tell us about that experience.

A: “It was a surreal moment. The way it all happened, being 
it was a homebred of Jerry Shields, who I did some work 
for, that was pretty special. Maury [Shields] and Guinness 
[McFadden] have always been very supportive of me. I went 
to all the races in Louisiana with Guinness, and we enjoyed 
ourselves.

“Country House ran second in the Risen Star, and then the 
Louisiana Derby was a little disappointing. I really did think he 
was set up to run a huge race that day with more distance, 
and for Bill Mott to call and say he wanted to go to the 
Arkansas Derby, I’m thinking in my head, ‘We’re really going 
to push for the Derby? Jeez, Bill. This is aggressive. You’ve 
got a really good Belmont horse here.’

“Bill runs him, and he runs third behind Omaha Beach, and 
I thought, ‘Perfect, that’ll set him up for the Belmont,’ and 

https://www.in.gov/hrc/
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First-Crop Sire Round-Up
Sires Of First-Book Pregnant Mares

By Joe Nevills

Stallions whose first books of pregnant mares are 
represented in the Keeneland January catalog, including 
the number of mares cataloged and the farm where the 
stallion most recently stood.

A Shin Forward* – (3) Rockridge Stud, N.Y.

Accelerate – (9) Lane’s End, Ky.

Always Dreaming – (6) WinStar Farm, Ky.

Ami’s Flatter – (1) Ocala Stud, Fla.

Army Mule – (6) Hill ‘n’ Dale Farms, Ky.

Bee Jersey – (1) Darby Dan Farm, Ky.

Bolt d’Oro – (6) Spendthrift Farm, Ky.

City of Light – (5) Lane’s End, Ky.

Cloud Computing – (3) Spendthrift Farm, Ky.

Collected – (7) Airdrie Stud, Ky.

Danish Dynaformer – (1) Colebrook Stallion Station, On.

Free Drop Billy – (1) Spendthrift Farm, Ky.

Good Magic – (5) Hill ‘n’ Dale Farms, Ky.

Good Samaritan – (2) WinStar Farm, Ky.

Hoppertunity – (1) Northview PA, Penn.

Justify – (2) Ashford Stud, Ky.

McCraken – (6) Airdrie Stud, Ky.

Mendelssohn – (4) Ashford Stud, Ky.

Mo Town – (5) Ashford Stud, Ky.

Mor Spirit – (4) Spendthrift Farm, Ky.

Oscar Performance – (5) Mill Ridge Farm, Ky.

Ransom the Moon – (1) Calumet Farm, Ky.

Sharp Azteca – (10) Three Chimneys Farm, Ky.

Tale of Verve – (1) Darby Dan Farm, Ky.

Tapwrit – (4) Gainesway, Ky.

West Coast – (8) Lane’s End, Ky.

*First North American Book of Mares

https://shadwellfarm.com/horse/qurbaan/

