
Kentucky Farm Time Capsule: Woodburn Stud
By Natalie Voss
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“This is a synopsis, too brief and too inadequate for even a 
synopsis, of what is perhaps the most complete success 
story to be found in the annals of that fascinating branch of 
agriculture known as animal husbandry.” 

Such was the bold introduction to a glowing feature on the 
immense success of Woodburn Stud in the Spring 1940 is-
sue of Keeneland magazine. While writer J.A. Estes and many 
other authors would look back on the farm primarily for its 
bloodstock triumphs, the influence of Woodburn (now known 
as Airdrie Stud) goes well beyond its entries in the American 
Stud Book – and in fact, involves the very existence of the stud 
book at all. 

The history of the Woodburn Stud property can be traced to 
the Revolutionary War, when it was granted to General Hugh 
Mercer in return for his military service. Mercer would sell it 
to Scottish immigrant Robert Alexander around 1790. Alex-
ander’s offspring inherited the property after their father’s 
death in 1841, and his son Robert A. Alexander went about 
purchasing some of his siblings’ parcels to add to his own. He 
named the resulting farm Woodburn (wood, from the forests 
shading parts of the property, and burn, as the Scottish word 
for creek). 

R.A. Alexander, as he’s often referred to in magazine fea-
tures, was a man of means; he was educated at Cambridge 
University and inherited his uncle William’s Scottish fortune. 
R.A. had to return to Scotland to claim his new fortune, and 
remained abroad for nine years. 

During that time, he was studying everything from agricul-
tural design to botany to genetics. He borrowed and adapted 
some of the best ideas he found to suit his new property in 
Kentucky. 

The first (and possibly most revolutionary) idea was the mod-
ern concept of a breeder. Alexander was interested in all 
types of livestock – Thoroughbreds and Standardbreds but 
also various breeds of cattle and sheep. At the time though, 
gentleman farmers did not consider themselves breeders in 
the modern sense. Horses were most often sold through pri-
vate sales when finances necessitated it (rather than public 
auctions) and everyone bred to race – on a small scale. Few 
people were breeding horses in a methodical fashion, either, 
and in fact, very few of them even kept written records on the 
matches they made. 

Alexander changed everything. He pioneered the modern 
farm design that clusters barns by purpose (stallion barn, 
breeding shed, paddocks, for example) with accompanying 
staff quarters as part of each cluster. He hired Irish immi-

grants to build the stone fences he had seen in Ireland and 
England, believing they were easier to maintain and more ef-
fective. At that point in time, many horse owners used less 
reliable materials, leaving their mares more available to a visit 
from a wandering stud. 

He pushed for the harmonization of stud book recordings, us-
ing the English General Stud Book as a model – which proved 
to be a challenge. Before the Civil War, there was no central-
ized stud book in America. There was great variability as to 
whether and how breeders recorded matings, and with no 
central registry, there was also no good way to identify individ-
uals. Alexander hired a designated employee to manage and 
vet records for him and published a catalog of pedigrees of 
the horses on his farm as an advertisement. Those records 
would ultimately help form the first edition of the American 
Stud Book, published in 1868. 
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Stallion Spotlight

When it comes to drumming up excite-
ment amongst breeders, it’s hard for a 
first-year sire to do much better than 
Klimt did when he debuted at Darby 
Dan Farm in 2018.

The son of Quality Road was visited 
by 222 mares during his first year 
at stud, which was the third-most of 
any stallion in North America, and just 
one mare behind leading first-book 
stallion Cupid.

A high-population book of mares and 
first foal crop has rolled into a major 
presence in the fall mixed sales with 
Klimt’s first weanlings. The 57 horses 
he has cataloged in the Keeneland No-
vember Breeding Stock Sale is by far the most among this 
year’s rookie class, and his four entries in the Fasig-Tipton 
November Sale is tied for the most among first-croppers in 
that book.

Klimt is part of the early wave of stallions by the white-hot Qual-
ity Road to prove that the sire line can be extended into future 
generations, and Klimt himself will have the most chances to 
achieve that goal among that early class. He and Breeders’ 
Cup Juvenile Turf winner Hootenanny were the first sons of 
Quality Road retired to stand in Kentucky, followed a year later 
by Pegasus World Cup Invitational Stakes winner City of Light.

Klimt came out swinging on the racetrack, breaking his 
maiden in his second career start by 5 ¼ lengths. He then 
established himself as a leader in the west coast’s juvenile 
division with a 2 ¾-length score in the G2 Best Pal Stakes 
and a 4 ¼-length stomping of the G1 Del Mar Futurity. Klimt 
added a runner-up effort in the G1 FrontRunner Stakes be-
fore making a start in the 2016 Breeders’ Cup Juvenile at 
Santa Anita Park.

At three, Klimt’s campaign was highlighted by a second-place 
finish in the G3 Los Alamitos Derby and a third in the listed 
Shared Belief Stakes. He retired with three wins in eight ca-
reer starts for earnings of $468,960.

Klimt is out of the stakes-placed Dixie Union mare Inventive; 
whose foals also include the Grade 3-placed West Coast 
Chick. Graded black type skipped a generation in his female 
family, but third dam Tennis Lady was a Grade 3 winner on 
the turf, while fourth dam Fara’s Team was a Grade 1 winner 
and the dam of 1994 Breeders’ Cup Classic winner Concern.

The page picks up a bit of international flavor with Lolo For-
ever, a two-time champion miler in Peru, champion Brazil-

ian sprinter Mr. McCartney, and U.A.E. 
Oaks winner Rayya.

The pregnant mares from Klimt’s first 
book were well-received by the buying 
bench during the 2018 fall mixed sales, 
with 12 changing hands for an average 
of $40,792 – well clear of his initial 
$10,000 stud fee.

The biggest price among that initial of-
fering of mares was Good Grammar, a 
winning Exchange Rate mare who sold 
to McMahon & Hill Bloodstock, agent 
for $130,000. A first-time broodmare, 
Good Grammar is a sibling to five black 
type earners, Grade 3-placed stakes-
winning full-sister Juliet’s Spirit and half-

sister Vuitton, who also placed in Grade 3 company and won 
multiple stakes races. PRS

Klimt

Klimt Fast Off The Mark
By Joe Nevills
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“On the sale side, Bayne Welker 
– Sr. and Jr. I worked for them 
when I was in college. I helped 
prep yearlings for them and 
worked sales for them. On the 
racing side, probably my first job 
on the racetrack with Bill Mott. 
He taught me to pay attention 
and work hard. Attention to detail 
is what it was all about.”

“My father Bill Recio and the 
Taylor brothers. My dad’s been 
a horseman his whole life, and 
grew up on the racetrack. I 
learned about how to raise a 
young horse and be around race-
horses. That was my original 
background. When I migrated 
to the University of Louisville’s 
equine program, I started with 
the Taylor brothers, and that 
was like going to grad school. 
They taught me the basis of how 
to hustle, and to be honest and get business, and branch 
out into the bloodstock market.”

“My dad, easily. He’s had to learn 
a lot of lessons along the way, 
and he’s been able to teach me 
a lot of them so I didn’t have to 
learn them the hard way. I have 
had to learn some the hard way, 
but I’ve gotten to watch and be in-
structed by him on a lot of things, 
so it makes life easier.” 

“Bill Graves. He taught me how 
to look at a horse, how to show a 
horse. Just the day-to-day, making 
sure everything’s right. Attention to 
detail, feeding horses properly. We 
still do a lot of things the old-school 
way. We walk everything an hour a 
day before they come to the sale so 
the horse is better long-term. It cre-
ates better bone without stressing 
them in tight turns. Really prepar-
ing a horse for a sale.”

“I’ve been very fortunate. I got 
into the business when I was very 
young, so there was a lot of people 
that gave me advice over the year. 
Sales-wise, I think John Finney 
gave me a lot of advice years ago, 
back in the early ‘70s. Horse-wise, 
John Nerud, Charlie O’Brien. Busi-
ness-wise, my banker.” 

“My parents, for sure. All aspects 
of it, just growing up and shadow-
ing them, as far as how to buy 
and sell a horse, lead a horse. 
We’ve grown up under them, and 
they’ve taught us how to handle 
ourselves with integrity and hon-
esty, and to be a good person at 
the end of the day.”

Seth Gregory
Seth Gregory Bloodstock

Mike Recio
South Point Sales

Freddy Seitz
Brookdale Sales
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INQUIRY 
Who Has Taught You The Most

About The Thoroughbred Industry?
By Joe Nevills
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Veterinarians at Rood and Riddle Equine Hospital answer 
your questions about sales and healthcare of Thoroughbred 
auction yearlings, weanlings, 2-year-olds and breeding stock.

QUESTION: How does foal heat 
differ from a regular heat cycle, 
and do I need to do anything dif-
ferently to breed a mare back on 
foal heat?
  
DR. MARIA SCHNOBRICH: Foal 
heat refers to the first estrus or 
“heat” that a mare experiences 
after foaling. In most mares, 
the beginning of this estrus can 
start as soon as four or five days 

after foaling with the mare demonstrating receptive 
behavior and ovulation usually occurring around day 
10 after foaling.

What is remarkable about the mare is how rapidly, 
after the dramatic and traumatic event of foaling, 
her reproductive tract has repaired and is capable of 
supporting a new pregnancy. Because of the type of 
placenta the mare has (epitheliochorial), the six layers 
of tissue between the fetus and dam blood allow a less 
traumatic event at birth when the fetal tissues sepa-
rate than in other species. This facilitates rapid repair 
of the uterus and studies have shown that by 14 days 
after foaling the endometrium has a normal histologic 
appearance.

Foal heat is a fertile estrus and historically was 
preferred by some, as it was considered preferable 
to breed back and prevent the mare from develop-
ing “issues”. Breed, age, and reproductive history are 
major factors in the success of the foal heat breeding. 
Several studies have looked at the fertility of the foal 
heat breeding and found some evidence that it may be 
ideal to skip the first estrus and breed later. One study 
evaluating 2,003 Thoroughbred mares showed that 
per-cycle pregnancy rates continued to improve, and 
embryonic loss decreased up to 70 days after foaling. 

The decision to breed on foal heat should be made 
based on the veterinarian’s evaluation and assess-
ment of the mare’s reproductive tract in the first week 
after foaling. Transrectal palpation and ultrasound as 
well as a speculum exam of the vagina and cervix are 
essential to determine that the reproductive tract is 
normal. 

Regarding post-breeding management of foal heat, 
administration of a uterine lavage and oxytocin (with or 
without antibiotics) have been demonstrated in some 

Dr. Schnobrich

PRS

Improve the life of your horse.
THIS IS A JOINT EFFORT.

Cartilage & Joint Health
1.800.267.5707  v  barnchats.com

ASK YOUR VETERINARIAN

Foal Heat
PRESENTED BY

studies to increase pregnancy rates in post-foaling 
mares. It is best to breed on a foal heat if ovulation will 
occur 10 days or more after foaling, as earlier ovula-
tions are associated with lower pregnancy rates and 
higher pregnancy loss in Thoroughbreds.

Unless time or other factors push towards a foal heat 
breeding, it is advisable to skip the foal heat breeding. 
Either short-cycling the mare back (decreasing the 
length of the foal heat with the use of prostaglandin) 
or waiting until the natural 30-day heat are more 
advisable options. 

Dr. Maria Schnobrich grew up in Boston where visits to 
her grandparents’ farm and riding lessons at a young 
age sparked her interest in horses and large animals.  
Dr. Schnobrich graduated Magna Cum Laude at Brown 
University followed by attending veterinary school at the 
University of Pennsylvania. She is a Diplomate of the 
American College of Theriogenology.

By Dr. Maria Schnobrich
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That was at the Fasig-Tipton Saratoga Fall Mixed sale. 
Pinhooked through the Fasig-Tipton New York-bred 
yearling sale, the colt brought $65,000. Paul Sharp, 
who started the colt under saddle, told farm manager 
Molly Lightner (of co-breeder Sequel New York) that 
Dream Bigger was his favorite of the consignment.
Repole purchased the colt for $205,000 at the OBS 
April sale earlier this year. 

“It’s been fun to watch him,” Zielinski said. “Repole’s 
mantra is ‘Think Big, Dream Bigger,’ and apparently 
he’s been saving that name for a special horse for a 
while. It’s a good name.”

Before Dream Bigger, Downtown Daria had another 
foal by a son of Unbridled’s Song, Noonmark, named 
Downtown at Noon. That filly earned just shy of 
$100,000 and was stakes-placed in her career, so 
Zielinski is hoping to book the mare to Arrogate, also 
by Unbridled’s Song, for a 2021 New York-bred foal.PRS
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Honor Roll
Dream Bigger
By Chelsea Hackbarth

It hasn’t always 
been easy to 
get foals out of 
Downtown Daria, 
a daughter of 
Sky Mesa. Still, 
between a seri-
ous episode of 
Potomac horse 
fever two years 
ago and a more 
recent low-grade 
E-Coli infection, 
the mare man-
aged to produce 

a colt by New York stallion Mission Impazible.

“We initially named him Never Say Impazible after 
everything we went through with her,” said co-breeder 
Pam Zielinski. “He’s really been a good colt since day 
one. We always knew he was something special.”

Now owned by Mike Repole, who changed his name to 
Dream Bigger, the colt has proven worthy of that faith 
with a 10 ¾-length win in the $200,000 New York 
Breeders’ Futurity at Finger Lakes in his most recent 
start. Second in both of his prior efforts in maiden 
special weight company, Dream Bigger has already 
earned $150,828 in three career starts. 

Now pointing to the $500,000 Great White Way division 
of the New York Stallion Stakes Series on Dec. 14, Dream 
Bigger is everything Zielinski hoped he would become.

“We really went back and forth about selling him,” she 
said, “but in the end, that’s what we do, and we got 
$15,000 for him as a weanling.”

Dream Bigger

SV PHOTOGRAPHY
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Alexander’s influence on that stud book’s contents was 
also incredible. He went hunting for the best stud he could 
find in the 1850s and was advised he could find it at the 
farm next door to his – that horse was Lexington, who 
had retired a year earlier from a dominating career on 
the track. Alexander had gone to England, where he pur-
chased Scythian, when he decided to make a deal to ac-
quire Lexington. He offered Richard Ten Broeck an eye-
watering $15,000 – half to be paid before Alexander’s 
return, to transfer the horse to Woodburn immediately, 
and half after he got home. If he never made it back from 
England, he told Ten Broeck, he could keep the $7,500 
and the horse. 

Lexington sired 533 foals – a great number, in those 
days – and his success rate was enormous, especially 
considering many of those horses were probably requisi-
tioned for war. Along with Planet and Australian, Wood-
burn sires were responsible for ten winners of the Bel-
mont, nine Travers winners, nine Saratoga Cup winners, 
four Kentucky Derby winners, and Grand Prix de Paris and 
Ascot Gold Cup winner Foxhall – all of whom were foaled 
between 1864 and 1892.

Alexander was also one of the first breeders to sell his stock 
at auction. Visitors would arrive at Woodburn to see horses 
lined up along a paddock fence being groomed before gath-
ering around a makeshift auctioneer’s stand to bid. 

Alexander accomplished all this even in the background 
of the Civil War. Although Kentucky was part of the Union, 
Confederate guerillas would ride through as it became 
clear the war was lost, looking for fresh horses and a tick-
et out of the South. Not once but twice, bands of rogue 
fighters beat a path to Woodburn’s door, brandishing 
guns and demanding horses. Alexander faced them each 
time, riding behind in pursuit and (together with friends 
and neighbors) dogging or bribing them until he got his 
bloodstock back. He eventually evacuated his best horses 
to Illinois and Texas, including Lexington. By then, Lexing-
ton was bad-tempered and blind, and refused to climb 
aboard the rail car taking him to safety until he was even-
tually physically lifted into the car by several dozen men. 

At R.A. Alexander’s death, his brother Alexander J. Alexan-
der (yes, that’s right) took over the property and convert-
ed it largely to cattle farming. For equine purposes, the 
property went dormant for nearly 100 years until former 
Kentucky Gov. Brereton Jones and his wife Libby resur-
rected it as a Thoroughbred operation in 1972 as Airdrie 
Stud. Libby is a descendant of the Alexander family. 

Continued from Page 1
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First-Crop Sire Round-up
Keeneland November

By Joe Nevills

Stallions whose books of pregnant mares are repre-
sented in the Keeneland November catalog, including 
the number of mares cataloged and the farm where the 
stallion most recently stood.

Accelerate – (24) Lane’s End, Ky.

Always Dreaming – (29) WinStar Farm, Ky.

Army Mule – (15) Hill ‘n’ Dale Farms, Ky.

Awesome Slew – (3) Ocala Stud, Fla.

Battalion Runner – (4) Ocala Stud, Fla.

Bee Jersey – (2) Darby Dan Farm, Ky.

Bolt d’Oro – (29) Spendthrift Farm, Ky.

City of Light – (37) Lane’s End, Ky.

Cloud Computing – (15) Spendthrift Farm, Ky.

Collected – (23) Airdrie Stud, Ky.

Destin – (1) Sequel New York, N.Y.

Free Drop Billy – (11) Spendthrift Farm, Ky.

Funtastic – (2) Three Chimneys Farm, Ky.

Good Magic – (30) Hill ‘n’ Dale Farms, Ky.

Good Samaritan – (19) WinStar Farm, Ky.

Irish War Cry – (1) Northview Stallion Station, Md.

Justify – (17) Ashford Stud, Ky.

Lord Nelson – (9) Spendthrift Farm, Ky.

McCraken – (5) Airdrie Stud

Mendelssohn – (26) Ashford Stud, Ky.

Mo Town – (14) Ashford Stud, Ky.

Mor Spirit – (16) Spendthrift Farm, Ky.

Oscar Performance – (16) Mill Ridge Farm, Ky.

Ransom the Moon – (19) Calumet Farm, Ky.

Sharp Azteca – (11) Three Chimneys Farm, Ky.

Tapwrit – (11) Gainesway, Ky.

West Coast – (24) Lane’s End, Ky.


