
Confronting The Boogeyman On Radiographs
By Joe Nevills

Continued on Page 7

It’s a story as old as radiography itself.

An auction prospect comes to the sales grounds with a mild 
to moderate imperfection on its x-rays, potential buyers flee 
at the sight of a less-than-pristine vet report, the horse ham-
mers for less than hoped-for, and then it goes on to become 
an elite runner.

Obviously, not every sale prospect with an OCD or sesamoid-
itis on its radiograph is a perfectly sound superstar in the 
making. However, the growth of social media has spread 
these stories from word of mouth around the barns to some-
thing that’s broadcast around the world, and anecdotally, it’s 
proven that a great horse can be more than what its early 
x-rays might predict.

In a social media discussion earlier this year, Mark Taylor of 
Taylor Made Sales Agency said the list of the consignment’s 
Grade 1-winning graduates could just as easily be titled the 
“Failed Vetting Poster.”

“I look at all their x-ray reports, and I can tell you, it ain’t pretty,” 
he said, “and a lot of times the conformation notes aren’t pret-
ty – short in the neck, back in the knee, blah, blah, blah, and he 
wins the Breeders’ Cup.” 

If a perfect vet report isn’t a prerequisite for a superstar race-
horse, then why does the buying bench appear less forgiving 
than ever toward those imperfections? The answers can vary 
from horse to horse and from buyer to buyer.

Taylor said one cause has been advances in radiograph tech-
nology creating more things to be afraid of, even if they’re ulti-
mately superficial.

“Every time the x-ray machine gets five percent more powerful, 
you start seeing things that nobody’s ever seen before, and 
everybody freaks out about it,” he said. “Then there’s a five-
year curve where everyone runs from those horses, and then 
it comes back to the center where everyone says it’s no big 
deal. If you were in that five-year window, you lost money. I re-
member OCDs in the hocks, people would run for the hills. Now 
they say it’s no big deal.”

When the OCD scare calmed down, a new boogeyman took 
its place.

“One trend I’ve noticed was the sudden appearance and evil 
nature of sesamoiditis,” said Meg Levy of Bluewater Sales. 
“I don’t know if sesamoiditis is a growth thing or the result 
of running on hard ground, but all of a sudden when those 
digital x-rays came out, people were seeing images that were 

so darn clear that you couldn’t compare them to what we 
had before.”

The buyer’s intention for a young horse can also play a large 
part in how much can be forgiven when it comes to x-rays. 
Dr. Jeff Berk, president of the American Association of Equine 
Practitioners, said that people who are buying to resell typically 
place more emphasis on certain radiographic findings than 
people who are purchasing to race. 

The reasons for this are twofold. First, a horse with no find-
ings on its radiographic report stands a better chance to 
have a clean report when presented at the next sale. Second, 
for 2-year-old pinhookers working against the schedule of an 
upcoming sale calendar, there might not be time to properly 
correct and rehabilitate those issues while also training the 
horse with enough intensity to perform competitively at an 
under-tack show.
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Stallion Spotlight

Coolmore’s Ashford Stud has a long-
running partiality toward standing 
champion juveniles at its Versailles, Ky., 
farm, and Classic Empire is the next to 
carry on that lineage. 

When he retired to Ashford Stud for 
the 2018 breeding season, the 5-year-
old son of Pioneerof the Nile joined a 
fraternity of juvenile Eclipse Award win-
ners to begin their stallion careers at 
Coolmore’s U.S. base that has included 
Johannesburg (the champion 2-year-
old male of 2001), Lookin at Lucky 
(2009), Uncle Mo (2010), Hansen 
(2011), Shanghai Bobby (2012), and 
American Pharoah (2014).

Classic Empire added the Eclipse statue to his mantle in 
2016, with a campaign where he notched four wins in five 
starts. After winning on debut in May of his juvenile season 
at Churchill Downs, he followed up with a closing score in the 
G3 Bashford Manor Stakes at the same track. 

His fall campaign saw the colt continue his ascent to the top of 
his division, starting with a three-length score in the G1 Breed-
ers’ Futurity at Keeneland. That prep led him to be the betting 
public’s second choice in the Breeders’ Cup Juvenile at Santa 
Anita, where he stayed in the action up front throughout the 
race. Classic Empire pressed pacesetter Syndergaard in the 
race’s early stages, shook loose by two lengths in the stretch, 
then held off a game Not This Time by a neck to secure the win 
and the Eclipse Award.

Classic Empire maintained his position among the top of his 
class during his 3-year-old campaign, which began with a third-
place effort in the G2 Holy Bull Stakes. He came back to win 
the G1 Arkansas Derby and secure his place in the Kentucky 
Derby gate.

The colt recovered from a rough trip to finish fourth in the 
Derby and establish himself as a looming presence in the 
Preakness Stakes. Classic Empire was three lengths clear in 
the Pimlico Race Course stretch, but he got nipped by a head 
at the wire by Cloud Computing. It was Classic Empire’s final 
career start, giving him five wins in nine starts for earnings of 
$2,520,220.

Bred in Kentucky by Steven and Brandi Nicholson, Classic Em-
pire is out of the placed Cat Thief mare Sambuca Classica. He 
is a half-brother to stakes winners Anytime Magic and Uptown 
Twirl. He is the second Eclipse Award winner in his female fam-
ily, joining Revidere, who was named champion 3-year-old filly 
of 1976.

Classic Empire’s first book of mares in-
cluded 10 that changed hands during 
last year’s fall mixed sales for an aver-
age of $88,500. 

The most expensive of the group was 
Tocco, a winning Smart Strike mare, who 
lists Grade 1 winners Coil and Chiroprac-
tor among her siblings, and champion 
turf mare Possibly Perfect among her 
extended family members. The first-time 
broodmare sold to Ben Glass, agent, for 
$210,000 at the Keeneland November 
Breeding Stock Sale.

Classic Empire has 39 weanlings cata-
loged for the Keeneland November 
Breeding Stock Sale, tied for the third-

most among first-year stallions in this year’s auction. He had 
one cataloged in the Fasig-Tipton November Sale. PRS

Classic Empire

Classic Empire Joins Unique Fraternity
By Joe Nevills
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Union Rags – Sea Gull, by Mineshaft

CATALINA
CRUISER

NEW FOR 2020
5X GRADED STAKES WINNER

“This horse has raw talent. He’s always been 
a ‘Wow’ horse. He’s shown it from the very 

beginning and has proven it on the racetrack.”

JOHN SADLER 
TRAINER
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“I could see Danielle Bricker tak-
ing off. She’s working for Todd 
Pletcher now. She’s worked for 
Peter Bradley, she’s worked for 
Chris Baccari. I could see Dani-
elle being a name popping up. 
She’s worked for the right people 
and she’s working her way up.”

“Phil Hager worked with us and 
I think he’s going places. He’s 
got a good head of steam behind 
him, and he’s a motivated guy 
with a good eye. I see him doing 
well in the future.”

“Walker Hancock. He’s the presi-
dent of one of the longest-stand-
ing operations in the world [Clai-
borne Farm]. He’s a high-quality 
young man, and he’s going to do 
a great job. I respect his family 
and I respect him.” 

“Liz Crow. She’s a relentless work-
er. She’s everywhere. It doesn’t 
matter if it’s 5:30 a.m. at Churchill 
Downs to watch a horse work or 
walking the barns looking at year-
lings - she puts the work in, does 
her homework, and has a great 
eye for a runner.”

“Phil Hager. I managed David 
Hager’s farm when I was 23 and 
Phil was a young kid. I’ve known 
him since he was 11 or 12. He’s 
a very hard-working young man. 
He’s got a very good eye for a 
horse. He’s just started up his 
own business, and I think that’ll 
go from strength to strength.”

“Fletcher Mauk with Small Batch 
Sales. Fletcher’s always had a 
great eye for a horse. I really re-
spect him when he comes to look 
at my horses.”

Chris Knehr
WinStar Farm

Marc McLean
Crestwood Farm

Tom Hinkle
Hinkle Farms

2019 STALLION
SEASONS AUCTION
DECEMBER 7-16, 2019

DONATE TO THE ONLY
STALLION AUCTION WITH

$15K BONUS
TO STALLION OWNERS

$105,000
PAID TO STALLION
OWNER’S TO DATE

FOR MORE INFO OR QUESTIONS, 
PLEASE EMAIL ITBOA@MSN.COM

IOWA THOROUGHBRED BREEDERS AND OWNERS ASSOCIATION
WWW.THOROUGHLYBRED.COM/SITES/ITBOA/  

Carl McEntee
Ballysax Bloodstock

INQUIRY 
Who Is A Young Person In The Industry You Think
Will Make A Big Step Forward In The Coming Years?

By Joe Nevills

Scott Mallory
Consignor

Get the latest headlines delivered
to your inbox every morning with our

Morning Headlines email

www.PAULICKREPORT.com
For advertising opportunities please contact Emily Alberti at 

859.913.9633 or emily@paulickreport.com

Mark Toothaker
Spendthrift Farm
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Equine insurance experts 
answer your questions 
about insuring Thorough-
breds for the breeding 
and auction realms. 

Email us at info@paulick-
report.com if you have a 
question for an insurer.

QUESTION: What is “Fall 
Of Hammer” Coverage?

BRYCE BURTON: Fall Of 
Hammer is a term used 
to describe Full Mor-
tality Insurance being 
automatically placed on 
a horse purchased at 

public auction. As soon as the horse goes through the 
ring, coverage can instantly be placed for the amount 
of the purchase price. It’s important to note that a 
policy must already be in place for fall of the hammer 
to be activated. This is made possible because there 
are no veterinary requirements for horses purchased 
at auction, as the catalog page is sufficient. This policy 
feature allows the insured the opportunity to focus on 
purchasing and iron out the policy details at a later 
date. 

QUESTION: How far in advance do I have to get Fall Of 
Hammer booked with you?

BRYCE BURTON: If your Mortality coverage is placed 
with a company that provides Fall Of Hammer cover-
age, this goes into effect for future purchases as 
soon as a policy is put in place. However, it would be 
in the policyholder’s best interest to reach out to their 
agent prior to the sale to notify them that they will he 
actively buying. This way the agent can keep an eye on 
the results to make sure that the company is aware of 
the specifics. Also, the policyholder should have their 
agent confirm with the Underwriters that FOH is in 
place prior to buying. The details can always be ironed 
out at sale’s end, but it can’t hurt to keep your agent 
in the loop.
 
QUESTION: Can the insured value of my horse be af-
fected by a hammer price if it’s a buy back?

BRYCE BURTON: Yes it can. If a horse that is insured 
under a Full Mortality policy does not meet the reserve 
set at auction, and the RNA value is below the agreed 
sum insured value on the policy, the policy wording 
states that the sum insured value must be decreased 
to that RNA value. 

ASK YOUR INSURER
Fall Of Hammer

Coverage

Bryce Burton

PRESENTED BY

PRS

PRS
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Trainer Mike Maker has had major success with New 
York-breds racing in open company: International Star 
swept the three open graded stakes for 3-year-olds in 
2015 at Fair Grounds in New Orleans, La.; and earlier 
this year, he took the G3 Jeff Ruby at Turfway Park in 
Kentucky with Somelikeithotbrown.

On Dec. 14-15, Maker is hoping to claim a share of the 
riches available in the final two races of the New York 
Stallion Stakes Series. 

He is targeting the Dec. 14 Great White Way for Jolting 
Joe, a 2-year-old colt by Mission Impazible who finished 
second in his debut Sept. 5 in a 12-horse maiden field at 
Kentucky Downs. Owned by Skychai Racing LLC, Jolt-
ing Joe qualifies for the NYSSS despite being foaled in 
Kentucky since Mission Impazible is one of 42 New York-
based stallions with 2017 foals nominated to the stallion 
stakes program.

Maker has two in mind for the Fifth Avenue division for 
2-year-old fillies on Dec. 15: Time Limit, a daughter of Bustin 
Stones, and A Freud of Mama, by New York’s perennial 
leading sire Freud. Time Limit and A Freud of Mama finished 
second and third, respectively, in their most recent start in 

Time Limit

the G3 Matron Stakes at Belmont Park on Oct. 5. 

Both divisions of the NYSSS carry $500,000 purses, a 
dramatic increase from 2018 when they were valued 
at $150,000. The Stallion Stakes series of 10 races 
that began in April doubled purses from $1,150,000 to 
$2,300,000 in 2019.

“I’m getting quite a collection of New York-breds,” said 
Maker whose stable currently has three divisions, including 
35 horses in New York.

A Freud of Mama, who exited the maiden ranks in her 
second start against New York-breds at Belmont on 
Sept. 13, is a homebred for William Butler. The Matron 
was her third start.

Time Limit won at first asking in front-running fashion at 
Belmont on June 23. After three stakes tries against 
state-breds, she set the pace in Matron, opening up two 
lengths at the furlong pole, then was caught at the wire 
by the Godolphin filly Alms. PRS
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In December at Aqueduct, 2-yr-olds sired by registered NY stallions
are eligible to run in two $500,000 divisions of the NYSSS.

nytbreeders.org  |  518.587.0777 Visit our website or call 518.388.0174

SEND YOUR MARE TO A REGISTERED NY STALLION FOR RESULTS LIKE THIS:

Dec 14........Great White Way Division .......2YO........7 F (Dirt)
Dec 15........Fifth Avenue Division .............F 2YO .....7 F (Dirt)

Honor Roll
Mike Maker’s Brigade

By Ray Paulick
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“The research shows that horses found to have moder-
ate sesamoiditis as yearlings perform comparably on the 
racetrack to horses without seasmoiditis during their 
3-year-old racing season, but as 2-year-olds, their racing 
performance was not equal to their peers without sesa-
moiditis,” Berk said. “But, that is not the primary concern 
for people that are trying to buy to re-sell. They need to 
take that horse and put it into training right away, and 
the proper management of a horse with sesamoiditis is to 
delay training and not move them forward quickly. Those 
horses need additional time.

“Horses that are trained up to a 2-year-old sale are not 
trained the same way as horses that are being trained to 
race, so you can see that the same horse may be suitable 
for one buyer with a certain purpose and not suitable for 
another buyer with a different purpose, even though it’s 
the same horse with the same findings,” he continued.

The question then becomes what can buyers, sellers, and 
veterinarians do to better educate themselves and each 
other about what’s going on how radiographic findings af-
fect the performance of horses, and which findings can be 
accepted.

Berk said part of the solution is research, some of which 
is taking place now.

“In this case, a lot of these are retrospective studies 
where we have an accumulation of radiographic find-
ings, and then we follow these horses and analyze their 
race records, including number of starts, how early they 
started, number of wins, amount of money won, age, etc., 
put all that information together, and try to assess the 
significance of that finding based upon how it affects the 
horses’ racing performance,” he said. “There is currently 
a research project being conducted by the Colorado State 
University Center for Orthopaedic Research studying ses-
amoiditis and associated suspensory branch disease that 
will attempt to make correlations between what we’re see-
ing in the repository and how that’s going to affect these 
horses down the line.”

Both Taylor and Levy were supportive of statistical analysis 
to prove how minor radiograph imperfections ultimately 
affect racetrack performance, but both consignors want-
ed to see that taken a step further into deeper introspec-
tion and review on the parts of individual veterinarians to 
better advise their clients in the future.

“The vets’ jobs aren’t to be bloodstock agents and follow 
racing,” Taylor said. “They write this stuff down on these 
sale horses, and most of them don’t read the Racing Form 
every day, and go back and say, ‘How many of these in 
the fifth race in Saratoga did I vet?’ and then go back and 
see what they said about them and how many times they 
ran. They don’t have time to do that. That’s not a criticism, 
that’s just a fact.”

Continued from Page 1
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First-Crop Sire Round-up
Keeneland November

By Joe Nevills

Stallions whose first crops of weanlings are represented 
in the Keeneland November catalog, including the num-
ber of foals cataloged and the farm where the stallion 
most recently stood.

American Freedom - (37) Airdrie Stud, Ky.

Arrogate – (7) Juddmonte Farms, Ky.

Astern – (19) Darley, Ky.

Bal a Bali – (5) Calumet Farm, Ky.

Battle of Midway – (1) Deceased

Behesht – (4) Calumet Farm, Ky.

Biogenic – (1) Airdrie Stud, Ky.

Bird Song – (6) Gainesway, Ky.

Catalina Red – (1) Elite Thoroughbreds, La.

Classic Empire – (39) Ashford Stud, Ky.

Connect – (40) Lane’s End, Ky.

Cupid – (29) Ashford Stud, Ky.

Danzing Candy – (1) Rancho San Miguel, Calif.

Divining Rod – (2) Country Life Farm, Md.

Gormley – (29) Spendthrift Farm, Ky.

Greenpointcrusader - (3) Ocala Stud, Fla.

Gun Runner – (19) Three Chimneys Farm

Keen Ice – (17) Calumet Farm, Ky.

Klimt – (57) Darby Dan Farm, Ky.

Lord Nelson – (19) Spendthrift Farm, Ky.

Mastery – (22) Claiborne Farm, Ky.

Midnight Storm – (16) Taylor Made Stallions, Ky.

Mohaymen – (13) Shadwell Farm, Ky.

Pontiff – (1) Roche Farm, Wash.

Practical Joke – (38) Ashford Stud, Ky.

Tu Brutus – (2) Crestwood Farm, Ky.

Unified – (39) Lane’s End, Ky.

War Correspondent – (8) Calumet Farm, Ky.

Wildcat Red – (1) Buck Pond Farm, Ky.


