
How Dr. Edward Fallon Streamlined
The Breeding Season

By Joe Nevills

Continued on Page 9

Advances in knowledge and tech-
nology have made the chances of 
getting a mare pregnant during the 
breeding season as high as they’ve 
ever been, and that efficiency has 
shaped the breeding industry’s 
schedules and production into what 
we know today. The difference in a 
few days for getting a mare ready 
for the breeding shed, and later con-
firming her pregnancy, can swing 
the size and variety of a stallion’s 
book considerably.

When Dr. Edward H. Fallon was 
growing up in the late 1930s, veteri-
narians in Kentucky had just recent-
ly adopted rectal palpation as a way to confirm the pregnancy 
of a mare, and the standard time to check the mare was 100 
days after conception. Stud books weren’t nearly as active and 
regimented as they are now, but this still left little to no window 
to try the mating a second time if the first encounter didn’t 
result in a pregnancy.

By the time Fallon graduated from the Veterinary College of 
New York at Cornell University, the state-of-the-art number was 
45 days from conception. It was a dramatic improvement, cut-
ting the first pregnancy check down from over three months to 
a month and a half, but the bar could be lowered further.

Fallon had the generations on his side in his pursuit to improve 
the efficiency of the Thoroughbred breeding season. He was 
the son of Harold Fallon, farm manager for Hal Price Headley’s 
Beaumont Farm. His mother Esther was the sister of Charlie 
Hagyard, the third generation of the namesake family of Hag-
yard, Davidson, and McGee – known today as Hagyard Equine 
Medical Institute – to work at the practice. Fallon’s middle 
name was, in fact, “Hagyard.”

He became the fourth generation of his family tree to work at 
the Hagyard practice in 1956, joining his uncle Charlie after 
graduating from Cornell.

In a 2007 interview as part of the University of Kentucky’s 
Kentucky Oral History Project, Fallon said the incentive to de-
tect pregnancies even earlier came as a function of his and Dr. 
William McGee’s attempt to lower the rate of twin pregnan-
cies in Thoroughbreds.

“Twins had always been sort of an enigma, and up until we tried 
to do something about [it], we got a set of twins, not only have 
you wasted this year, but it was not uncommon for, after a mare 

had had a set of twins, the following 
spring that you wouldn’t get her back 
in foal that year either” he said. “So 
you lost another year. You’re talking 
about time in this individual’s life, re-
productive lifespan, so it’s very worth-
while and worth, eventually, money.”

When twins are detected in a mare 
in a timely manner, a vet can easily 
eliminate or “pinch” one of the em-
bryos to better ensure the safety of 
the mare and remaining foal and in-
crease the chances of carrying to a 
full term. However, they quickly found 
their standard window for checking 
mares wasn’t cutting it.
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Stallion Spotlight

Only one horse at a time gets to be 
North America’s highest-earning Thor-
oughbred, and a march through the 
world’s most lucrative races placed 
the championship belt squarely with 
Arrogate when he retired to Judd-
monte Farms for the 2018 breeding 
season. The title is still in his posses-
sion heading into the 2019 fall mixed 
sales, where his first weanlings will try 
to build on his legacy.

Arrogate’s journey toward the 
$17,422,600 career earnings mark 
didn’t start until the spring of his 
3-year-old season, but once it got rolling, the momentum was 
impossible to deny. He broke his maiden in his second start, 
prevailing at a mile and a sixteenth by 4 ½ lengths. 

After a pair of similarly dominant allowance optional claiming 
scores, Arrogate jumped with all four feet into stakes com-
petition, entering the G1 Travers Stakes for his stakes debut, 
and exiting the winner by 13 ½ lengths. It was the first in a 
four-race run of elite victories that continued with a win in 
the 2016 Breeders’ Cup Classic at Santa Anita Park. Those 
two wins earned Arrogate the Eclipse Award for champion 
3-year-old male. 

Arrogate’s 4-year-old campaign ramped up the moneymak-
ing with a 4 ¾-length triumph in the inaugural running of the 
$12-million Pegasus World Cup Invitational Stakes, followed 
by a win in the $10-million G1 Dubai World Cup. He also 
turned in a runner-up effort in the G1 Pacific Classic Stakes 
before retiring with seven wins in 11 starts.

Just as important as establishing his own legacy at stud, Ar-
rogate will be one of the last sons of Unbridled’s Song tasked 
with cementing his status as a sire of sires, joining a group 
of young sires that also includes Bird Song, Cross Traffic, 
Liam’s Map, and Will Take Charge.

Arrogate is one of the standouts of that group when it comes 
to on-track performance, but he also sets himself apart from 
a pedigree perspective. He is out of the Grade 3-placed 
stakes-winning Distorted Humor mare Bubbler, who is also 
the dam of stakes winner Osare.

Though Arrogate did not make his first start until the spring 
of his 3-year-old season, his extended family is well-represent-
ed with precociousness, particularly in the form of third dam 
Meadow Star, the champion 2-year-old filly of 1990.

Arrogate has two weanlings cataloged in this year’s Fasig-Tip-
ton November sale, and he has seven in the upcoming Keenel-

and November Breeding Stock Sale.

Arrogate’s inaugural book was among 
the strongest of the 2018 breeding sea-
son, featuring champion Songbird and 
Kentucky Oaks winner Plum Pretty.

The quality of his debut book was appar-
ent in the trade of his pregnant mares 
at last year’s mixed sales. He led all first-
book sires by average sale price of his 
in-foal mares, and ranked eighth overall 
among North American sires, with eight 
mares bringing an average of $417,500. 

The most expensive of the group was Maggie McGowan, 
a winning Salt Lake mare who sold to SF Bloodstock for 
$775,000 at the Fasig-Tipton November Sale. The half-sis-
ter to Grade 1 winner Evening Jewel is herself the dam of 
Grade 1 winner Denman’s Call. PRS

Arrogate

Arrogate Builds His Legacy
By Joe Nevills
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Equine insurance experts answer your questions about in-
suring Thoroughbreds for the breeding and auction realms. 

Email us at info@paulickreport.com if you have a ques-
tion for an insurer.

QUESTION: What options 
are available to insure the 
in-utero foals that are pur-
chased with a broodmare 
at auction?

BRYCE BURTON: In Utero, 
or Prospective Foal Insur-
ance (PFI), can be put into 
effect once a mare has 
been declared 42 days in 
foal or more. This coverage 
can be effected not only 
during the breeding season 
of the year bred, but also 
on mares purchased at 
public auction.

The total amount of coverage put in place is usually de-
termined by the purchase price at auction. The general 
rule of thumb provided by the carriers is that the maxi-
mum amount of coverage that they will place is up to 
two times the stud fee of that unborn foal or 50 percent 
of the purchase price at auction, whichever is less. The 
remaining amount of coverage (purchase price less the 
amount placed for PFI coverage) will be placed in the 
form of Full Mortality on the mare herself. In certain cir-
cumstances, values can be submitted to the underwrit-
ers for approval.

The first decision that the insured is faced with is with 
respect to the insured value of the PFI policy. For example, 
if a mare is purchased for $100,000 at auction and is car-
rying a foal by a sire whose stud fee was $20,000 in 2018, 
the policyholder is able to set a value of up to $40,000. The 
remaining $60,000 of the purchase price is then covered 
under a separate Full Mortality policy on the mare.

The options provided by the carriers also relate to the 

ASK YOUR INSURER
Coverage For In-Utero 

Foals Purchased At Auction

Bryce Burton

PRESENTED BY

length of the coverage following the birth of the foal. For 
example, the insured has the option to place Prospec-
tive Foal Coverage to 24 hours, 7 days, 30 days, 45 
days, and even 1 year after birth in 2019. A veterinary 
certificate is not required on the foal until the Prospec-
tive Foal policy is expired at one of those aforemen-
tioned time frames. There are a couple of carriers who 
offer automatic rollover, meaning that the PFI policy is 
automatically rolled over into a Full Mortality policy on 
the foal, with no veterinary requirements, for a full year 
following the foal’s birth.”

Bryce Burton is a property and liability specialist for Muir-
field Insurance. He is from Frankfort, Ky., where he grew 
up an avid race fan. His Thoroughbred racing fandom 
combined with a collegiate internship in the insurance in-
dustry, culminated in a start in the equine insurance field. 
Bryce has been with Muirfield Insurance since 2014, 
following his graduation from Transylvania University in 
Lexington. PRS
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SW by Speightstown
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STEPH BEING STEPH

SW at 2, MGSP at 3 
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TAKECHARGEDELILAH 

SW of over 260K
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Veterinarians at Rood and Riddle Equine Hospital answer 
your questions about sales and healthcare of Thoroughbred 
auction yearlings, weanlings, 2-year-olds and breeding stock.

QUESTION:  A couple of years 
ago, I heard about research into 
a vaccines for Lawsonia. Does it 
work, and can I be comfortable 
it’s safe for my horse?
 
DR. LAURIE METCALFE: For 
anyone unfamiliar with “Lawso-
nia”, Lawsonia Intracellularis is 
actually the organism causing 
this disease, technically Equine 
Proliferative Enteropathy (EPE); 

however this disease is often just referred to as 
Lawsonia. This is an intracellular bacteria found in the 
crypt cells of the small intestine, causing proliferation 
of the intestinal walls, most common in foals four to 
nine months old. 

Thickening of the small intestine causes malabsorption 
and protein loss. This loss of protein, specifically albumin, 
results in peripheral edema (throatlatch, distal limb, ab-
domen). Many of these foals are febrile and depressed, 
and can even present as just colic or diarrhea. Many 
have poor appetites resulting in a profound weight loss.  

Diagnosis can be confirmed by fecal PCR or blood titer. 
Treatment includes weeks of anti-microbials and foals 
can take months to return to adequate body condition. 
Plasma can be administered to replace protein and oth-
er factors as well as restoring oncotic pressure (cause 
of the edema). Treatment can get quite expensive.  

Most can agree that it is usually better to prevent dis-
ease than have to treat disease. In 2012, a few studies 
were performed using a live avirulent vaccine labeled 
for pigs (the original species affected by this disease). 
Vaccine was given intrarectally, twice, 30 days apart. 
Studies confidently demonstrated safety, but one pos-
sibly lacked a significant environmental challenge.  

Another included an experimental challenge with very 
promising results, however involved very small sample 
sizes. Several years ago, due to necessity on some 
endemic farms that had historically lost foals to Law-
sonia every year, a few veterinarians, myself included, 
began using this vaccine off label for the prevention of 
EPE. We have now administered hundreds and hun-
dreds of doses on endemic farms with minimal to no 
side effects, with profound success in preventing clini-
cal disease. Vaccination is rarely 100-percent preven-
tative, and vaccination failure is always possible, but 

Dr. Metcalfe

PRS

Improve the life of your horse.
THIS IS A JOINT EFFORT.

Cartilage & Joint Health
1.800.267.5707  v  barnchats.com

ASK YOUR VETERINARIAN

Vaccines For Lawsonia
PRESENTED BY

if administered correctly with appropriate timing and 
handling of the product, this one comes very close.  

I would not hesitate to recommend this vaccine with confi-
dence to anyone interested in using it, especially on farms 
that see cases of EPE or Lawsonia year after year. It 
requires no more time and effort than other vaccinations, 
and for farms that use it, the benefits are well worth the 
cost. Results have far exceeded any expectations we had 
for the prevention of this devastating condition.  

Dr. Laurie Metcalfe completed her Animal Science 
degree from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and 
decided to pursue veterinary medicine only after working 
as an ICU and surgery technician at Rood & Riddle for 3 
years. Dr. Metcalfe returned to Wisconsin to attend vet-
erinary school and became an ambulatory veterinarian 
at Rood and Riddle, where she is now a shareholder. She 
specializes in neonatal medicine, enjoying foals as well as 
herd health and general medicine.  

By Dr. Laurie Metcalfe
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Buy a Broodmare 
+ Foal in Indiana 
= EARN BIG

If you purchase a broodmare at any
publicly advertised sale, you have 14 days 

to complete registration & establish  
residency in Indiana, without penalty.
This is your chance to become part of

earning $16-Million in Incentives, growing 
purses at Indiana Grand, and experiencing 

REAL Hoosier Horsepower.

in.gov/hrc/tb/ • 317.234.2542

Gift Box
BENOIT PHOTO

Graded/Group Stakes Winners Sold As
Weanlings At Fasig-Tipton November Sale

 (2000-Present)

  Horse Sale Year        Price  Achievements

  Qabala   2016 $300,000  G3 Winner

  Gift Box   2013 $135,000  G1 Winner

  Royal Artillery   2013 $450,000  G3 Winner

  Sticksstatelydude   2013 $40,000  G3 Winner

  Al’s Gal   2011 $50,000  G1 Winner

  Coup de Grace   2011 $215,000  G2 Winner

  Miss Mischief   2010 $85,000  G2 Winner

  Marilyn’s Guy   2006 $42,000 (RNA) G3 Winner

  Munnings   2006 $150,000 (RNA) G2 Winner

  Goldsville   2005 $140,000  G3 Winner

  Rodman   2005 $87,000  G3 Winner

  Soldier’s Dancer   2004 $4,200   G3 Winner

  Sunshine For Life   2004 $385,000  G3 Winner

  Arson Squad   2003 $20,000  G2 Winner

  Sweet Talker   2002 $50,000  G1 Winner

  Stellar Jayne   2001 $150,000  G1 Winner
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Rolaids. No matter how many 
horse sales I do, no matter how 
many I’m at, I’m an absolute ner-
vous wreck. In the days leading up 
to it, I just completely wash out. 
The stress, just wanting to do well 
for the customers, basically. 

Take Saratoga – I’ve done this for 
a long time, and it should be old 
hat, and you just go through the 
thing, but when you get up here 

and people have sent their horses all the way up here and 
you want it to go well, every show, I’m constantly tearing 
apart our own performance – did we get the horse shown 
good enough? Did we have the right person on the shank? 
Could we get them a show ring that was long enough? It’s a 
repeated stress attack that happens about 600 times a day.
 

Berocca. It’s an effervescent 
tablet that has 100-times every 
vitamin you’d need, and I have to 
have that in the morning before I 
come to the horse sales.

Doing three weeks’ worth of work 
in one day before the sale starts, 
because the next three weeks are 
blown. It’s just getting all the other 
jobs done so I can focus exclusively 
on this.

A cigar. I like all kinds. Right now, my 
brand is a Montecristo Open Eagle.

My guys. Without my crew, I can’t 
do anything. I’m very blessed and 
fortunate to have a great crew 
of very loyal, hard-working fellas 
that would stand in front of a bus 
for me if they had to. Without 
them, I can’t do it. 

Lots of red wine. Cabernet.

Mark Taylor
Taylor Made Sales Agency

Fletcher Mauk
Small Batch Sales

2019 STALLION
SEASONS AUCTION
DECEMBER 7-16, 2019

DONATE TO THE ONLY
STALLION AUCTION WITH

$15K BONUS
TO STALLION OWNERS

$105,000
PAID TO STALLION
OWNER’S TO DATE

FOR MORE INFO OR QUESTIONS, 
PLEASE EMAIL ITBOA@MSN.COM

IOWA THOROUGHBRED BREEDERS AND OWNERS ASSOCIATION
WWW.THOROUGHLYBRED.COM/SITES/ITBOA/  

Stuart Morris
Consignor

INQUIRY 
 I Can’t Start The Sale Without…

By Joe Nevills

Craig Bernick
Glen Hill Farm & 

Thoroughbred Idea 
Foundation

Hanzly Albina
Blake -Albina 

Thoroughbred Services

Carrie Brogden
Select Sales



Honor Roll
Moonachie
By Ray Paulick
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Jeremiah Englehart’s stable of roughly 120 horses 
includes about 60 percent New York-breds, so it’s 
no surprise that the second-generation trainer has 
his eyes on a pair of $500,000 prizes Dec. 14-15 
at Aqueduct when the finales of the New York Stal-
lion Stakes Series – the Great White Way division for 
2-year-old males and Fifth Avenue division for 2-year-
old fillies – are contested. Each will be run at seven 
furlongs.

The NYSSS, consisting of 10 races that began in the 
spring for 3-year-olds, carries total purses of $2.3 
million, doubling the $1,150,000 allocated by the New 
York Breeding and Development Fund, New York Thor-
oughbred Breeders and New York Racing Association 
in 2018. Purses for the Great White Way and Fifth Av-
enue jumped to a half-million dollars from $150,000 
in 2018.

“That much money has really brought some aware-
ness to getting a 2-year-old developed for these 
races,” said Englehart. “Toward the middle of Sarato-
ga, knowing those races were there, you begin to point 
for them.”

Englehart has two he’s aiming for the Great White 
Way division, unbeaten Sleepy Hollow Stakes winner 
Captain Bombastic (by Forty Tales) for Team Hanley 
and Moonachie (by Central Banker) for former NFL 
coach Bill Parcells’ August Dawn Farm. He’s got Te-
quilla Fog (by Giant Surprise), claimed by Michael Dubb 
for $50,000 out of a winning maiden claiming effort 
on Sept. 15, in mind for the Fifth Avenue.

Moonachie

“Every year this program gets stronger,” Englehart 
said. 

“You’re seeing more New York-breds running in open 
races, whether they are stakes or graded stakes. 
They also really help NYRA through the winter and 
carry the cards throughout the year.”

As for Moonachie’s owner, Englehart said Parcells 
is “all in” as a Thoroughbred owner. “He probably ap-
proaches ownership the way he coached his players,” 
Englehart said. 

“He is very meticulous in planning, making sure we are 
in good condition and in the right races. We talk every 
day.”NYRA PHOTO

In December at Aqueduct, 2-yr-olds sired by registered NY stallions
are eligible to run in two $500,000 divisions of the NYSSS.

nytbreeders.org  |  518.587.0777 Visit our website or call 518.388.0174

SEND YOUR MARE TO A REGISTERED NY STALLION FOR RESULTS LIKE THIS:

Dec 14........Great White Way Division .......2YO........7 F (Dirt)
Dec 15........Fifth Avenue Division .............F 2YO .....7 F (Dirt)

PRS
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“If we burst the vesicle at forty-five days, there was so 
much interference with the other pregnancy that interfer-
ence mechanically, and probably from the fluids and things 
that caused irritation, that the other one would leave also,” 
Fallon said.

Using techniques he learned while at Cornell, based on 
cutting-edge methods being developed in Germany, Fallon 
honed his sense of touch well enough to be able to find a 
pregnancy – or two – within 30 days, lowering the turn-
around time even further before the arrival of ultrasound 
scanning changed the business a few years later.

Fallon further advanced the breeding process as a pio-
neer of putting mares under artificial lights to provoke 
them into cycling into heat earlier in the year, thus better 
opening the calendar for when they can be bred.

Once again, Fallon’s Cornell education came into play. In 
his oral history interview, Fallon said the school didn’t offer 
specialty programs at the time based on species or size 
of animal, meaning horses made up only a fraction of his 
overall curriculum. Not only did Fallon say this made him 
a more complete vet, it also opened his eyes to ideas and 
methods from other species to use with horses. 

This manifested itself best when he saw the work being 
done with chickens to make them produce more eggs. For 
years, commercial egg operations put their birds under 
lights to counter the natural internal slowdown in produc-
tion when there are fewer hours of daylight in the winter 
months.

Fallon brought this idea into the Thoroughbred realm 
along with Dr. Bob Loy of the University of Kentucky in the 
late 1960s. It remains a regular part of the commercial 
breeder’s repertoire as the breeding season approaches. 

“We started at, I think Gainesway, Henry White’s, and at 
Mill Ridge and I don’t know where else,” he said in the oral 
history. “But then, it soon spread, and within a few years 
- in the middle of the night, if you were out, which we fre-
quently were - foaling cases or something, you’d see all 
these barns around the countryside all lit up.”

Fallon’s list of notable clients also included Greentree 
Farm, Jonabell Farm, Dixiana Farm, Clarkland Farm, and 
Big Sink Farm. Many of the farms have changed names 
and owners, but the methods Fallon brought to them re-
main similar.

For his half-century of contributions to the Thoroughbred 
breeding industry, Fallon joined Drs. Larry Bramlage and 
A. Gary Lavin as honored guest of the Thoroughbred Club 
of America’s 2014 testimonial dinner. He died on Oct. 12, 
2018 at age 87.

Continued from Page 1

PRS

BiedermanRealEstate.com

1120 Kidds Mill | Woodford Co. $3,595,000 
Whisper Creek Farm, 38± acres, stunning res., beautiful 
barn, outdoor arena, guest house, wkshp w/aprt, more! 

Tom Biederman, Broker
859.312.0606  |  859.277.2030
1076 Wellington Way, Lexington, KY 40513

3170 Military Pike | Fayette Co. $3,110,000 
Blue Gate Farm, 259± fertile acres, Victorian main res., 

pool, great soils, barns, guest cottage, excl. location! PDR. 

 5103 Bethel Road | Scott Co. $2,395,000 
193± acres, fantastic location! 3 barns w/36 total stalls, 
12 paddocks, great soils, stacked stone fencing on frntg

 South Yarnallton Pike | Fayette Co.  
Great location between Old Frankfort Pike & Leestown 
Rd. Parcel options: 30±, 61±, 91± acres, barns, houses
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First-Crop Sire Round-up
Fasig-Tipton November

By Joe Nevills

Stallions whose first crops of weanlings are represented 
in the Fasig-Tipton November catalog, including the num-
ber of foals cataloged and the farm where the stallion 
most recently stood.

Arrogate – (2) Juddmonte Farms, Ky.

Battle of Midway – (1) Deceased

Classic Empire – (1) Ashford Stud, Ky.

Connect – (2) Lane’s End, Ky.

Cupid – (2) Ashford Stud, Ky.

Gormley – (2) Spendthrift Farm, Ky.

Gun Runner – (4) Three Chimneys Farm, Ky.

Keen Ice – (2) Calumet Farm, Ky.

Klimt – (4) Darby Dan Farm, Ky.

Lord Nelson – (1) Spendthrift Farm, Ky.

Mastery – (3) Claiborne Farm, Ky.

Midnight Storm – (1) Taylor Made Stallions, Ky.

Mohaymen – (4) Shadwell Farm, Ky.

Practical Joke – (1) Ashford Stud, Ky.

Stallions whose first books of in-foal mares are repre-
sented in the Fasig-Tipton November catalog, including 
the number of mares cataloged and the farm where the 
stallion most recently stood.

Accelerate – (1) Lane’s End, Ky.

Bolt d’Oro – (2) Spendthrift Farm, Ky.

City of Light – (1) Lane’s End, Ky.

Good Magic – (1) Hill ‘n’ Dale Farms, Ky.

Justify – (11) Ashford Stud, Ky.

Mendslssohn – (2) Ashford Stud, Ky.
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