
Ten Years Later: How The Stud Book
Cap Has Affected Harness Racing

By Joe Nevills
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Horse racing is an industry built on using past performance 
to predict future outcomes, and if The Jockey Club goes 
through with its proposal to limit stud books to 140 mares 
bred per season, the Thoroughbred business has a decade 
of experience from the Standardbred side of the aisle to map 
out the road ahead.

The United States Trotting Association, the regulatory 
body for Standardbred racing and breeding in the U.S., has 
imposed a 140-head limit on mares bred by stallions who 
debuted in 2009 or later, and after early periods of potential 
legal battles and business adjustments, the cap is now con-
sidered business as usual.

The U.S. Standardbred gene pool is far shallower than its 
Thoroughbred cousin, both in the number of foundation pedi-
grees and in its current population – roughly a third of the na-
tional Thoroughbred head count. By the mid-2000s, a small 
handful of sires had taken command of the marketplace, and 
a growing abundance of 2x3 crosses had some in the USTA 
concerned about the genetic diversity of the breed. 

Only a small handful of stallions exceeded what would become 
the 140-mare limit, but with artificial insemination expanding 
a stallion’s availability, the busiest ones could top out near 
300 mares. 

Among the industry leaders seeking a change was Rus-
sell Williams, president and CEO of top breeding operation 
Hanover Shoe Farms in Pennsylvania and president of the 
USTA. At the time the cap was first being discussed, Williams 
was a board member with the breed organization.

“It’s very much an iceberg structure in the Standardbred 
breed,” he said. “There’s a small number of stallions at the very 
top. Right now, there are basically three top trotters and three 
top pacers, and without book limits, those would basically be 
the only ones with a shot. The flip side of that coin is, for one 
stallion to breed 140 mares instead of 250, that makes a big 
difference genetically. The fact that we’re imposing real limits 
that are having an actual effect on the books of only a few stal-
lions doesn’t change the importance of doing it.”

A study on the genetic diversity of Standardbreds was 
conducted by Dr. Gus Cauthren of the University of Kentucky, 
who found a condensed stud book also compounded several 
physical issues throughout the generations. From there, 
Cothran came up with a suggested cap on mares bred.

“He came up with 140, and from his direction, it was just an 
estimate,” Williams said. “He said it was hard to say with the 
amount of data that we have to look at that the number is 

strictly scientifically justified, but since it’s not too far below 
what our top stallions breed, and it’s not too far above what 
the lesser stallions breed, and it looks like it’ll fit with the rate 
of change that he could identify, that would be his recommen-
dation.”

Unlike The Jockey Club’s plan, the USTA’s cap applied only to 
stallions who entered service in 2009 and beyond, meaning 
stallions who debuted before the deadline were not limited in 
the mares they could cover.   

Whether it was a buzzed-about new stallion or an established 
commercial force in the years that followed, the cap forced 
stallion managers to start turning away mares. Art Zubrod of 
Kentucky-based Brittany Farms had about 300 applications on 
one new stud around the beginning of the policy, and he said it 
added a new dimension to putting together his book of mares.
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Stallion Spotlight

The Breeders’ Cup Juvenile’s reputa-
tion as a stallion-making race is far 
from a secret.

Uncle Mo and Street Sense are two of 
the most proven commodities in the 
modern North American stud book, 
2013 Juvenile winner New Year’s Day is 
having a banner year with multiple Grade 
1 winner Maximum Security, and 2001 
winner Johannesburg became the 
grandsire of Triple Crown winner Justify.

Next year, Texas Red will get the oppor-
tunity to add his name to that list with his 
first crop of runners. Until then, that same group of foals are 
working to establish their sire as a commercial entity.

Texas Red, a 7-year-old son of Afleet Alex, burst onto the na-
tional stage with a 13-1 upset of the 2014 Breeders’ Cup Ju-
venile at Santa Anita Park, looping the field five-wide from last 
after the opening half-mile to destroy the field by 6 ½ lengths. 

However, the colt had already built up a graded stakes re-
sume on the west coast by the time the Breeders’ Cup came 
around. He broke his maiden going a mile on the all-weather 
main track at Del Mar, then finished third behind eventual 
champion 2-year-old male – and future Triple Crown winner 
– American Pharoah in the G1 FrontRunner Stakes at Santa 
Anita in his start prior to the Breeders’ Cup.

Texas Red kept up competitive form against the best of his 
class at age three, finishing second or better in three of his four 
starts that season. He finished second by a neck to Lord Nel-
son in his seasonal debut, the G2 San Vicente Stakes, then he 
moved to the east coast for his summer campaign, where he 

ran second again in the G3 Dwyer Stakes. 

The highlight of Texas Red’s 3-year-old 
campaign came in the G2 Jim Dandy 
Stakes, contested at a mile and an eighth, 
where fought early foes and survived a 
late charge in the stretch to prevail by a 
half-length. 

Texas Red retired with three wins in nine 
starts, for earnings of $1,767,300. All 
but three of those starts came at a mile 
or longer, including each of his wins.

A product of the illustrious Stones-
treet Farm breeding program, Texas Red is out of the 
Chilean-bred Jeune Homme mare Ramatuelle, who was 
a stakes winner in her native country and Grade 3-placed 
in the U.S.

Considering the origin of the dam, it is not surprising to find 
Texas Red’s family is heavy with South American influence, 
including Argentine champion miler Le Ken and Chilean G1 
winners Nuevo Maestro and Via Sixtina. However, his page 
gains even more international flavor with South African Oaks 
winner Logetta.

One of Texas Red’s most important tasks at stud will be to 
carry on the pattern of success at two turns established by 
his sire, Afleet Alex. Of the 20 graded stakes victories notched 
by sons and daughters of Afleet Alex, all but two have been at 
the route distance.  

Texas Red, a resident of Crestwood Farm in Lexington, Ky., has 
nine horses cataloged in this year’s Fasig-Tipton Kentucky Fall 
Yearlings Sale. PRS

Texas Red

Texas Red’s First Yearlings
By Joe Nevills
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 THE FACTOR  

War Front - Greyciousness, by Miswaki

 UNION RAGS 
Dixie Union - Tempo, by Gone West

#1 CUMULATIVE 
FOURTH-CROP SIRES 

IN EVERY MAJOR CATEGORY

#1 FOURTH-CROP SIRE  
BY GSW, GSH, G1W & G1H
GSWs in 2019 include Paradise Woods,  
Zenyatta S. (G2) at Santa Anita

#1 FOURTH-CROP SIRE  
BY BTW, BTH & EARNINGS
GSWs in 2019 include  
Cistron, Bing Crosby (G1) at Del Mar
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Equine insurance experts 
answer your questions about 
insuring Thoroughbreds for the 
breeding and auction realms. 
Email us at info@paulickreport.
com if you have a question for 
an insurer.

QUESTION: How many non-
productive years (barren, slips, 
stillborns, etc.) can my brood-
mare have on her produce 
record before it starts affecting 
my options to place Prospective 
Foal coverage?
 

BRYCE BURTON: Just to quickly recap what Prospec-
tive Foal Insurance, or In Utero coverage entails, the 
policy can be put into effect once a mare has been 
declared 42 days in foal or more, covering the mare’s 
unborn foal for an agreed sum insured value until a 
specified amount of time after birth. This coverage can 
be effected not only during the breeding season of the 
year bred, but also on mares purchased at public auc-
tion. When underwriters quote these risks, they ana-
lyze various factors before sending rates to potential 
policyholders, including but not limited to blemishes on 
the mare’s produce record.
 
My answers are based upon my experience with under-
writers, and underwriting criteria can vary significantly 
based upon the underwriter involved. One thing that is 
consistent is that problem-free, young mares are rated 
more favorably than seasoned mares. Most of the time, 
the underwriters will pay more attention to the past 
three years of the mare’s record, with a more recent 
blemish resulting in a more dramatic rate increase 
than one from prior years.  

Generally speaking, a slip, abortion, or failure to catch 
within the past 2-3 years will result in a higher Prospec-
tive Foal rate. With that being said, the underwriters 
may also look behind the reason for an abortion or 
failure to catch in order to determine the extent of the 
penalty, if any. For example, if a mare’s record is perfect 
other than a previous year barren report and it’s noted 
that she did not catch as a result of only one breed-
ing attempt due to a late foaling, then the underwriter 
might not apply a penalty at all.
 
QUESTION: Are there any other factors that come into 
play that could negatively affect the Prospective Foal 
rate? (Age, Last Cover Date, Etc.)
 
BRYCE BURTON: Each mare is quoted on a case-by-
case basis and again, each insurer is different. When 

ASK YOUR INSURER
Broodmare Records
And Your Coverage

Bryce Burton

PRESENTED BY

PRS

rating a Prospective Foal quote, the underwriters do 
look at multiple contributing factors which can affect 
the final quoted rate. If a mare is considered over-age 
(generally in the 13-15 range, depending on the in-
surer), the rate will come back higher than a rate on a 
younger mare. Inversely, a maiden mare’s PFI rate will 
more than likely be lower than that of a seasoned mare.
 
A mare’s Last Cover Date will also affect the quoted 
rate. In the majority of instances, if the LCD is earlier 
in the breeding season, the quoted rate will be lower 
than if the mare’s LCD is toward the end of the breed-
ing season. The quality of the mare’s past produce, the 
total sum insured value of the PFI, the location of the 
mare, and the loss history of the applicant may also play 
a part in the quoting process. 
 
Bryce Burton is a property and liability specialist for 
Muirfield Insurance. Bryce has been with Muirfield 
Insurance since 2014, following his graduation from 
Transylvania University in Lexington.

BY THE FIRST SON OF TOP JAPANESE SIRE

DEEP IMPACT
STANDING IN THE UNITED STATES 

HIP 380
DOWSING (JPN)–ELOISE  COLT

Eligible for the expanding 
Indiana Sired Program

A++ NICK–19 STARTERS ON DIRT–19 WINNERS
DEEP IMPACT has 3 sons in Japan’s Top 7 Freshman Sires of 2019

Grandam ELLOLUV ($1,297,075) G1 Ashland S & Hollywood Starlet S. wnr.
Niarchos bloodlines on top – Proven graded success on bottom

Contact www.springclifffarm.com for all of your Indiana Thoroughbred needs

BARN 17
MONDAY, OCTOBER 21

FASIG-TIPTON
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Honor Roll
Ferdinanda & Out For A Spin

By Chelsea Hackbarth
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Horses were originally her husband’s passion, and when 
William Montague “Bill” Backer died 3 ½ years ago Ann 
Backer wasn’t sure whether she would carry on with 
the business. With the help of long-time farm manager 
Susan Dunham, Backer restructured her Virginia-based 
program and has found herself truly enjoying the Thor-
oughbred game.

“Upon his death, she realized that she not only enjoyed the 
farm but enjoyed the horses,” Dunham said. “We developed 
a little bit of a new program. Mr. Backer had a pretty large 
group of mares, 30, and Mrs. Backer brought that number 
down. We’ll foal seven this year.

“Mr. Backer was more ‘breed to race,’ so he was careful 
about stud fees. Mrs. Backer decided it would be fun to 
have ones to race or sell… She had enjoyed the racehorses 
from a distance, but she is truly enjoying the racing, which 
I think came as a little bit of a surprise for her. It’s been fun 
for me to see her enjoy it.”

Ferdinanda

One afternoon at the races, Dunham watched as a 
friend asked Backer whether she liked to bet on her 
own horses.

“She replied, ‘No,’ then paused,” Dunham remembered. 
“Then she said, ‘Well yes, in very significant ways. I have 
broodmares!’”

One of Backer’s most successful homebreds has been 
Ferdinanda, winner of the Brookmeade Stakes at Colo-
nial Downs this year. The daughter of Giant’s Causeway 
is out of My Mammy, also the dam of Grade 1 winner 
Out For A Spin.

Beyond breeding her own horses, Backer has added to 
her stable with a few purchases at the sales, including 
a California Chrome filly from the Fasig-Tipton Saratoga 
sale. Her plan is to Virginia-certify the sale horses, mak-
ing them eligible for the 25 percent bonuses for wins 
at Mid-Atlantic racetracks.PRS
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Veterinarians at Rood and Riddle Equine Hospital answer 
your questions about sales and healthcare of Thoroughbred 
auction yearlings, weanlings, 2-year-olds and breeding stock.

Email us at info@paulickreport.com if you have a question 
for a veterinarian. 

QUESTION: Is there anything I can 
do to get my horse to grow thicker 
soles?
 
DR. SCOTT MORRISON: Some 
breeds inherently have thinner 
soles, generally. For example, hot-
blooded horses, like Thorough-
breds, have thinner integument 
(skin, hoof wall and soles) to help 
dissipate heat and lighten their 
body mass to run more efficiently. 

Foot conformation can also play 
a role in sole thickness. The arch of the sole or “cup” 
is dictated by the shape or conformation of the hoof. 
Horses with flat feet, or no cup and lower arch typically 
have thin soles, whereas feet with a higher arch or 
ones that are more “cuppy” generally have better sole 
depth. The arch of the foot is dependent on the hoof 
wall shape or slope. Since the sole is connected to the 
wall, if the wall flares or slopes excessively, it will pull on 
the sole arch and flatten it. 

The mechanics of how a horse is trimmed and shod 
can significantly improve the arch and the sole depth. 
Using trimming and shoeing techniques to decrease 
flaring of the wall in the quarters will help “tighten up” 
the foot and improve the arch. Rolling the quarters 
of the hoof wall up from the ground surface will help 
decrease the horizontal pulling force on the wall and 
decrease this flaring. Care should be taken to only do 
this from the ground or sole surface; excessive filing 
of the outer hoof wall will make it thinner, weaker and 
more susceptible to flaring. These same mechanics 
can be implemented into a shoe.
 
Shoes that facilitate break over tend to help the horse 
grow a thicker sole. For rehabilitation of thin soles, I often 
use a roller motion-style shoe in which there is a roll to the 
toe and a roll to the heel of the shoe. This takes stress off 
of the hoof and probably aids in perfusion to the sensitive 
sole, which in turn produces more sole tissue.
 
Another factor in the horse’s collapsing arch is arch 
or sole support. If you look at the horse in its natural 
state, you will see the feet are often packed with dirt. 
This provides a natural arch support. Many of our well-

Dr. Morrison
PRS

Improve the life of your horse.
THIS IS A JOINT EFFORT.

Cartilage & Joint Health
1.800.267.5707  v  barnchats.com

ASK YOUR VETERINARIAN

Growing Thicker Soles
PRESENTED BY

cared-for domesticated horses have their feet picked 
out at night and are put into a stall with shavings or 
straw which do not provide any support to the arch. 
These horses spend excessive amounts of time only 
bearing weight on the perimeter hoof wall with their 
arch suspended. Over time, their arch will collapse 
and flatten out. This can be easily seen as the frog 
begins to prolapse or be closer to the ground than the 
ground surface of the hoof wall. This is a clear indica-
tion that the foot needs more arch support. 

I find the use of artificial sole supports very useful in 
my practice for rehabilitating feet. Heart bars, silicone, 
urethane, and various elastomers are the most com-
monly used. 

Dr. Scott Morrison is a graduate of the Virginia-Maryland 
Regional College of Veterinary Medicine and the Eastern 
School of Farriery. A partner at Rood and Riddle, Mor-
rison oversees the Rood and Riddle Podiatry Center and 
travels around the world to lecture on equine podiatry.

By Dr. Scott Morrison



Glenn & Becky Brok
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FLASHBACK
TAPIT – RHUMB LINE, BY MR. GREELEY 

BRILLIANT GRADED STAKES-WINNING SON OF TOP SIRE TAPIT

FLASHBACK
GRADE 1 WINNER FOR

BRITISH IDIOM WINS THE
G1 ALCIBIADES

OCTOBER 4TH  AT KEENELAND
WIN AND YOU’RE IN TO THE
BREEDERS’ CUP

ONLY PENNSYLVANIA STALLION WITH A G1 WINNER THIS YEAR!
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“The first one that I had an actual at-
tachment to was probably Zenyatta. 
I was older then, but I was working 
for David Ingordo at the time. It was 
cool having that rooting interest. I 
had nothing to do with picking her 
out, but since you worked there, you 
wanted to see her keep that streak 
alive.”

“My first favorite racehorse has to 
be Nijinsky. I was a schoolboy and I 
remember going to the races with 
my dad. He was a Canadian-bred, 
and I had no thoughts of ever work-
ing or having a career in Canada as 
a schoolboy, but I remember Nijin-
sky. I remember his great 2-year-old 
campaign, and following him as a 
3-year-old, and Lorenzaccio beating 
him in the Champion Stakes, and 
just getting touched off in the Arc, 
but his other victories in the [Eng-
lish] Triple Crown, were incredible. Piggott at his best, Vincent 
O’Brien at his best. That would be the horse.”

“Forever Together. I worked for 
Jonathan Sheppard as a hotwalker 
when I was in college, and I got to 
take care of her. She won the Diana 
that year. She was my first favorite 
racehorse. And Summer Bird be-
cause I hit a massive bet on him, 
11-1 in the Belmont, and paid my 
rent that month.”

“I actually grew up in Zimbabwe, and 
there was a horse that was running 
when I was a little kid called Island 
Farewell. She was a filly who won 
the Zimbabwe Triple Crown. I don’t 
remember a lot of specifics. I just re-
member the first time going to the 
track when I was four or five years 
old and she was the great horse of 
the country. She was a filly beating 
the boys, and she was just a special 
horse that everybody knew, so that 
was one that stuck in my head as a 
youngster.”

“My absolute favorite horse was 
Creme Freche. He ran in the Bold 
Reason Handicap on the 1987 
Travers undercard and he was be-
ginning to round back into form, and 
got nosed out that day by Jack of 
Clubs. He’d go on to win the Jockey 
Club Gold Cup and the Meadow-
lands Cup that fall, but he kind of 
went through a spring and summer 
when he was finishing behind most 
of his big peers. In hindsight, I look 

back at the seconds and thirds that he had and thought how 
great it was to have a favorite horse that was always there, but 
back then, it was almost like rooting for the Mets. You took every 
defeat personally.

“I’d heard stories from the old-timers about Kelso and Forego 
and their popularity with fans, and he was definitely my gelding. 
Which is ironic because here I would come into the industry and 
make my niche with pedigree and matings, though my favorite 
horse growing up was a gelding.”

Phil Hager
Taproot Bloodstock

Robert Knolhoff Jr.
Bloodstock Agent

Bernard McCormack
Cara Bloodstock

Liz Crow
Elite Sales

2019 STALLION
SEASONS AUCTION
DECEMBER 7-16, 2019
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Andrew Cary
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Who Was Your First Favorite Racehorse?

By Joe Nevills



                                                                                              Page 9

“You have to do it two ways: One, what’s best for your horse, 
but also politically, what’s best for the business and what’s 
best for your business,” he said. “The first couple of years, it 
was quite a process. It’s not easy to turn people down, but 
you do it as fairly as possible.”

The next question became where the mares that were 
turned away from the mega-sires shook out into the books 
of other stallions. Did breeders seek out sons of the pow-
erhouse to stay within a familiar pedigree, or did quality win 
out over bloodline loyalty? 

“We’re only talking, maximum, 120 mares,” Zubrod said 
about the “free agent” broodmares in the Standardbred 
population. “It doesn’t take a lot to move those mares 
around. They just went to whoever was next-best. Let’s say 
the top stallion served 200 and the second stallion served 
160, and there were probably five stallions doing 120 or so. 
Those five stallions were getting an extra 10-20 mares.”

In discussions about a potential cap on the Thoroughbred 
side, a hypothetical often brought up involves shipping 
U.S.-based stallions overseas, where they wouldn’t have to 
adhere to the same restrictions.

The Standardbred realm permits artificial insemination, and 

Continued from Page 1

PRS

the USTA’s cap doesn’t apply to Canada, so subverting the 
rule would presumably be easier than with Thoroughbreds. 
However, both Williams and Zubrod said nobody tried that 
gambit, primarily because many U.S. incentive programs are 
tied to where the sire stands.

While there have been no rogue breeders that have tried 
to exploit the geographic loophole, Williams said there were 
plenty of unexpected developments that have popped up 
since 2009 that have required the USTA to adapt its policy 
with the ever-changing times and technologies.

“You have to be very careful once you impose these limits 
going forward because there’s a lot of creative thinking,” 
he said. “People were trying to think ‘How do we manage 
to get as many live foals as close to 140 a year as we 
can?’ We go by the mares bred list, so live foals would 
be fewer than 140, but by trying to maximize the foaling 
rate, you’re going to get closer to that. People have had 
ideas like, ‘Let’s go ahead and use embryo transfer and 
allow a mare to have two registered foals in the same 
year.’ The ideas like that are had in good faith. However, 
as an anti-trust matter, they’re unallowable. We have to 
sort of swat these ideas down, not because they’re bad 
or in bad faith, but because that’s not the purpose of the 
limitation.”
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First-Crop Sire Roundup
Fasig-Tipton October

By Joe Nevills

Stallions whose first crops of yearlings are represented in the 
Fasig-Tipton October catalog, including the number of foals 
cataloged and the farm where the stallion most recently stood.

Air Force Blue – (12) Ashford Stud, Ky.

Anchor Down – (9) Gainesway, Ky.

Big Blue Kitten – (4) Calumet Farm, Ky.

Brody’s Cause – (9) Spendthrift Farm, Ky.

California Chrome – (13) Taylor Made Stallions, Ky.

Cinco Charlie – (12) Spendthrift Farm, Ky.

Dowsing – (1) Holden Farm, Ind.

Effinex – (5) Deceased

Exaggerator – (19) WinStar Farm, Ky.

Firing Line – (3) Crestwood Farm, Ky.

Flintshire – (6) Hill ‘n’ Dale Farms, Ky.

Frosted – (14) Darley, Ky.

Harry’s Holiday – (7) Southern Indiana Equine, Ind.

Hit It a Bomb – (7) Spendthrift Farm, Ky.

Home of the Brave – (1) Caines Stallion Station, Okla.

Ironicus – (7) Claiborne Farm, Ky.

Jess’s Dream – (2) Ocala Stud, Fla.

Laoban – (13) Sequel New York, N.Y.

Mosler – (2) Country Life Farm, Md.

Mshawish – (17) Taylor Made Stallions, Ky.

Not This Time – (21) Taylor Made Stallions, Ky.

Optimizer – (1) Calumet Farm, Ky.

Protonico – (7) Castleton Lyons, Ky.

Runhappy – (11) Claiborne Farm, Ky.

Speightster – (21) WinStar Farm, Ky.

Tamarkuz – (6) Shadwell Farm, Ky.

Texas Red – (9) Crestwood Farm, Ky.

The Gurkha – (1) Coolmore Stud, Ire.

Tourist – (15) WinStar Farm, Ky.

Upstart – (12) Airdrie Stud, Ky.

Vancouver – (15) Coolmore Australia

War Dancer – (6) Irish Hill & Dutchess View Stallions, N.Y.


