
How The Invention Of The Horse Van 
Defied The Odds – And The Oddsmakers

By Joe Nevills

Continued on Page 7

The thresholds of Keeneland’s 
property will be tread upon by an 
endless stream of horse vans 
during the two weeks and change 
of its September Yearling Sale, 
effortlessly bringing horses in 
from around the country and 
redistributing them to destinations 
around the world.

It’s easy to take for granted a van 
hauling several horses at a time, 
quickly and directly from place 
to place, and delivering them no 
worse for wear, given the relative 
simplicity of the concept. It’s likely 
technology and horsemanship 
would have advanced to this point 
anyway, but the first steps were 
taken because a gambler wanted better odds on a horse.

Until the 1830s, the standard mode of transportation for 
racehorses was to walk or ride them to the track. For an 
English horseman stabled at Goodwood that wanted to 
travel north to race in Doncaster, that meant traversing a 
250-mile trail by foot, which could take up to three weeks. 
Not only did this put incredible wear and tear on a horse 
before it even set hoof on the racetrack, it gave a long 
warning signal when an imposing horse was targeting a 
specific race, which had ramifications for handicappers.

Lord George Bentinck cared little for either of those things. 

Lord Bentinck would go on to become a leader in British 
politics, but in the early 1930s, he was best known as a 
racehorse owner and heavy gambler.

In 1836, Lord Bentinck had a standout 3-year-old in his 
barn by the name of Elis, who was demolishing rivals across 
southern England while spotting them up to 21 pounds. His 
schedule would have broken most modern Thoroughbreds, 
regularly racing over a mile and a half, sometimes running 
multiple races on the same day, and moving from track to 
track by foot. 

Elis had been considered a contender for the English St. 
Leger since his 2-year-old season, and the bookmakers put 
the colt’s odds at 5-1 in the weeks before the race. A 1929 
piece in the Thoroughbred Record described Lord Bentinck 
as being dissatisfied with such a low price, leading him to 
announce the colt would skip the race. When the three-
week travel window passed and it appeared impossible 

for Elis to make the race on time, 
bookmakers were happy to take 
Lord Bentinck’s money at 12-1 
odds. Satisfied with the number, 
Lord Bentinck bet 1,000 British 
pounds – approximately 121,000 
pounds adjusted for inflation.

Knowing this might happen, Lord 
Bentinck and trainer George Kent 
already had a secret weapon in 
place. 

Lord Bentinck had seen horses 
clumsily transported from place 
to place on the back of ox carts, 
but he needed something faster, 
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Stallion Spotlight

You might have heard of this horse.

In the midst of one of the most unre-
lenting stallion marketing campaigns 
in recent memory, the first foals by 
champion sprinter Runhappy have hit 
the yearling auction market with force, 
and a large slate of offerings are poised 
to keep that momentum going in the 
Keeneland September Yearling Sale.

Runhappy has 54 yearlings cataloged 
to this year’s Keeneland September 
sale, which is tied for the fifth most 
among first-year stallions. However, his 
11 horses cataloged in Book 1 of the bellwether auction is the 
second-most in his class behind Frosted at 18.

Through the first handful of North American yearling 
sales, Runhappy has had 10 foals sell for a combined 
$2,542,000, the third-highest among the first-croppers. 
He also ranks third in the group by average sale price at 
$254,200, which is roughly 10 times his initial stud fee 
of $25,000.

Runhappy’s most expensive yearling this season is a colt 
who sold to Cromwell Bloodstock for $650,000 at the Fasig-
Tipton Saratoga Selected Yearlings Sale. The bay colt is out 
of the G3-placed stakes-winning Hennessy mare Always In 
My Heart, and hails from the family of champion Forever To-
gether and G2 winner and notable sire Broken Vow.

The top weanling from last year’s auction season was a colt 
out of the stakes-placed Macho Uno mare Minds Eyes who 
went to Spendthrift Farm for $240,000 at the Keeneland 
November Breeding Stock Sale. 

On his own accord, Runhappy won seven of 10 career starts 
for earnings of $1,496,250.

The 7-year-old son of Super Saver succeeded at first asking 
as a juvenile, winning a 6 ½ furlong maiden special weight 
over the Polytrack at Turfway Park by 8 ¼ lengths. After an 
injury derailed the spring of his sophomore campaign, Run-
happy won a pair of allowance optional claiming events in the 
Midwest before moving on to the elite ranks of the sprint 
division.

His first stop was the G1 King’s Bishop Stakes at Saratoga 
Race Course, which he won by four lengths. He then took up 
camp in Kentucky, where he won the G3 Phoenix Stakes as 
a prep for his biggest victory, a three-quarter-length score in 
the Breeders’ Cup Sprint. Runhappy finished the season with 
a 3 ½-length win in the G1 Malibu Stakes at Santa Anita to 

secure the Eclipse Award for champion 
sprinter.

Runhappy is out of the winning Broken 
Vow mare Bella Jolie, from the family of 
champion It’s In the Air and G2 winner 
Mindy Gayle.

Runhappy is a member of Kentucky 
Derby winner Super Saver’s first crop of 
foals, and he joins G1 winner Competitive 
Edge among his first sons to enter the 
Kentucky stallion market.

Competitive Edge entered stud a year 
before Runhappy, and he’s started fast with his juveniles. 
Daughters My Italian Rabbi and Fierce Lady filled out the ex-
acta in the Stillwater Stakes at Saratoga. 

Runhappy stands at Claiborne Farm in Paris, Ky. PRS

Runhappy

Runhappy Breaks From The Gates
By Joe Nevills

MATT WOOLEY/EQUISPORT PHOTOS



Unbridled’s Song - Miss Macy Sue, by Trippi
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6 ½ LENGTH WINNER 
OF HOPEFUL S. (G1)  

AT SARATOGA 

Basin dominated the field becoming  
the first G1W of any freshman sire in 2019
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Equine insurance experts answer 
your questions about insuring 
Thoroughbreds for the breeding 
and auction realms. Email us at 
info@paulickreport.com if you 
have a question for an insurer.

QUESTION: Are there policies 
or protections unique to 
people consigning horses, as 
opposed to the owners of the 
horses themselves?
 
BRYCE BURTON: Consignors 

should have a Workers’ Compensation and General 
Liability policy in place prior to stepping foot on the 
sales grounds. The Workers’ Compensation policy is 
put in place to protect the consignor in the event that 
an employee is injured while on the job. This coverage 
includes both full-time and part-time workers. 

The General Liability policy will protect the consignor 
in the event that an incident were to occur within the 
scope of their operations that could potentially result 
in legal action being taken against the company. This 
includes, but is not limited to, a horse causing bodily 
injury or property damage, leased barn damage as 
a result of the consignor’s use, etc. General Liability 
limits vary from $100,000 to $1 million with the 
option to purchase umbrella coverage as well. The 
insured consignor will also be given the opportunity to 
purchase Equine Care, Custody, or Control coverage in 
addition to the General Liability.
 
QUESTION: What is an Equine Care, Custody, and 
Control (CCC), and when is it a good idea to consider 
placing coverage?
 

ASK YOUR INSURER
Coverage For Consignors

Bryce Burton

PRESENTED BY

PRS

BRYCE BURTON: Standard General Liability coverage 
excludes coverage for personal property (horses for 
example) while in your care, custody, or control. This 
coverage fills that void by offering the policyholder pro-
tection from liability for damage to non-owned horses 
that are in your care, custody, or control. Therefore, 
CCC coverage is essential for all horse operations 
which involve non-owned horses, including boarding, 
breeding, and training.  

We recommend that CCC be placed as soon as an 
operation takes possession of a non-owned horse. 
This is especially true for consignors who are caring 
for high-valued bloodstock. The CCC limits that are put 
in place will depend on the average head and value of 
non-owned horses that the policyholder boards at any 
one time. There is no need for a separate policy, as 
this coverage can be written as a package with the 
General Liability.

Bryce Burton is a property and liability specialist for Muir-
field Insurance. He is from Frankfort, Ky., where he grew 
up an avid race fan. His Thoroughbred racing fandom 
combined with a collegiate internship in the insurance in-
dustry, culminated in a start in the equine insurance field. 
Bryce has been with Muirfield Insurance since 2014, 
following his graduation from Transylvania University in 
Lexington.

2019 International Group Stakes Winners 
Sold At Keeneland September

HORSE RACE
Con Te Partiro Arrowfield Dark Jewel Classic (AUS-G3)
Divine Image UAE Oaks (UAE-G3)
Dramatic Queen Bronte Cup Fillies S. (GB-G3)
More Than Words Miguel A. Checa Eguiguren (PER-G3)
 Clasico Baldomero Aspillaga (PER-G3)
Mozu Superflare Yukan Fuji Sho Ocean S. (JPN-G3)
Mr Melody Takamatsunomiya Kinen (JPN-G1)
Munitions Prix Djebel (FR-G3)
Plus Que Parfait UAE Derby (UAE-G2)
Red Verdon John Smith’s Silver Cup S. (GB-G3)
So Perfect Lacken S. (IRE-G3)
Valdermoro Acomb S. (GB-G3)



For inquiries, please contact Arthur Hancock at (859) 987-3737 
200 Stoney Point Road, Paris, KY 40361     E-mail: stonefarm@stonefarm.com    www.stonefarm.com

We sell only  
  what we raise…

And we're trying to raise you a good horse.

AIR FORCE BLUE 
2015 European  
Champion 2YO, 

Highest Rated 2YO  
Ever Trained by  
Aidan O'Brien

MASTERY
Undefeated  
Winner of  

2016 Cash Call  
Futurity-G1 & 2017  

San Felipe S.-G2

BRICKS AND MORTAR
Nearly $5 Million in  

Earnings, Winner of 2019 
Arlington Million-G1, 
Pegasus World Cup 

 Turf Invitational-G1,  
Manhattan S.-G1, etc. 

ROADSTER
Winner  
of 2019  

Santa Anita  
Derby-G1  

ASCEND 
Winner  

of $1,000,000
 Woodford Reserve  
Manhattan S.-G1 

 in 2017  

Recent GRADE/GROUP 1 WINNERS Bred, Raised and/or Sold by STONE FARM

For Half of a Century
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Stallions With Highest Shares Of
Total Book 1 Entries, 2018-2019

2018 - Four Days, 989 Cataloged
STALLION                     CATALOGED       % OF BOOK 1 
Uncle Mo 67  6.77% 
American Pharoah 66  6.67% 
Medaglia d’Oro 48  4.85% 
Tapit 44  4.45% 
Curlin 41  4.15% 
Honor Code 41  4.15% 
Into Mischief 39  3.94% 
Pioneerof the Nile 38  3.84% 
War Front 33  3.34% 
Empire Maker 30  3.03% 
More Than Ready 30  3.03% 
Ghostzapper 27  2.73% 
Speightstown 27  2.73% 

2019 - Three Days, 569 Cataloged
STALLION                     CATALOGED       % OF BOOK 1 
American Pharoah 42 7.38%
Curlin 41 7.21%
Medaglia d’Oro 39 6.85%
Uncle Mo 37 6.50%
Tapit 36 6.33%
Into Mischief 33 5.80%
War Front 31 5.45%
Pioneerof the Nile 29 5.10%
Quality Road 27 4.75%
Candy Ride 21 3.69%
Empire Maker 19 3.34%
Frosted 18 3.16%
Kitten’s Joy 18 3.16%
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safer, and more discreet to haul his runners. 

According to the book “Glorious Goodwood: A Biography of 
England’s Greatest Sporting Estate” by James Peill, Lord 
Bentinck enlisted a coachbuilder known in the record books 
only as “Mr. Herring” to construct the massive wooden 
contraption. So top-secret was the project, Lord Bentinck 
swore Mr. Herring and his builders to secrecy, he permitted 
no visitors other than himself and his trainer, and he didn’t 
inform the workers the exact purpose of their project.

The vessel was described in a 1945 article in The 
Thoroughbred magazine as “heavy and cumbersome.” 
The 18-inch wheels were completely underneath the giant 
wooden box, which made the contraption so top-heavy, it 
would have been difficult to load and unload its passengers 
from level ground. To solve the problem, workers created a 
dirt ramp to back the wagon up for an even exit.

The inside walls were padded, and the horses stood on a 
hard-stuffed mattress. There were windows at the top of 
the box, but they were so high that no one on the ground 
could see who was inside. This helped keep Lord Bentinck’s 
secret as they made their way north.

A team of six horses pulled the trailer carrying Elis and 
workmate The Drummer from Goodwood to Doncaster, 
covering 80 miles a day. The big, mysterious box on 
wheels drew crowds in each town it rolled through, given 
its unusual look and the mystery of its contents. At Lord 
Bentinck’s insistence, the horses inside the van ate only hay 
and grain from his Goodwood stable during the trip.

The passengers were let out for exercise at Lichfield 
Racecourse after the second day of the journey, and they 
arrived at Doncaster a day later. In The Thoroughbred’s 
retelling of the story, the hardest part of the trip was 
finding a properly-sloped place to unload the cargo in 
Doncaster.

The trip was so fast, Elis arrived with two days to spare 
before the St. Leger, giving the horse plenty of time to 
recuperate from any travel lag there might have been.

When Elis went postward for the St. Leger, he had been 
bet down to a 7-2 second choice, but Lord Bentinck’s odds 
were already locked in at the much more generous 12-1. 

By New Sporting Magazine’s account of the race in 1836, 
the colt made a late move under jockey John Day and drew 
off to win by two lengths.

While the horse grabbed the headlines, the van was the 
main attraction among Doncaster’s horsemen. The more 
progressive of them took note for their own designs, and 
even Lord Bentinck was quick to commission Mr. Herring to 
embark on the next model, working out some of the major 
bugs from the prototype. This time, the secret was out, and 
horse racing was never the same again.

Continued from Page 1

PRS

Aisling Duignan, Dermot Ryan, Charlie O’Connor, Adrian Wallace, Robyn Murray or 
Blaise Benjamin. Tel: 859-873-7088. Fax: 859-879 5756. 

The highest-rated 2YO  
Aidan O’Brien has ever trained
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Four-time stakes winner Mr. Buff may have been foaled 
in New York, but over the past year the 5-year-old gelding 
has helped his owner/breeder Chester Broman earn 
over $140,000 in bonus money from the Virginia Thor-
oughbred Association.

By Virginia-registered stallion Friend Or Foe, Mr. Buff is 
eligible for the Virginia-sired program. He earns a 25 per-
cent bonus for wins at tracks in the Mid-Atlantic region, 
including those in his home state of New York.
Broman also bred and raced Friend Or Foe to a trio of 
stakes wins in his career, and now he sends two or three 
of his mares from New York to the stallion in Virginia 
every year.

“He made a deal with Phyllis Jones to stand the horse in 
Virginia,” said Greg Falk, Broman’s racing manager. “He 
sends a few mares each year to help support him. The num-
bers are small, but he’s been a very productive sire. Almost 
everything that that horse has produced has run and won.”

Mr. Buff is out of the graded stakes-placed Speightstown 

Mr. Buff

mare Speightful Affair. The gelding, trained by John Kim-
mel, broke his maiden as a 2-year-old and ran consis-
tently well in allowance company over the next two years. 
In November of his 4-year-old season, however, Mr. Buff 
stepped up his game and won his first stakes race.

This year, Mr. Buff has won three more New York-bred 
stakes races, including a dominating 3 ½-length score in 
the Evan Shipman Stakes in August. Most recently, Mr. 
Buff finished seventh after setting the pace in the Grade 
1 Woodward.

“He’s been a very productive horse,” Falk said. “He’s 
run some big races for us, and the Evan Shipman was 
very impressive. The race he ran in the Woodward 
wasn’t one of his better performances, but he’s been a 
really hard-knocking, hard-running, consistent horse.”
In 31 starts, Mr. Buff has compiled a record of 10 
wins, six seconds and four thirds. The gelding has 
posted career earnings of $696,286, not including the 
bonus money he has earned from the Virginia Thor-
oughbred Association. PRS

FOR WINS IN THE
MID-ATLANTIC

LOOK FOR YEARLINGS

VIRGINIA BRED & CERTIFIED
HORSES EARN

AT KEENELAND WITH THE
VIRGINIA HIP STICKER

FOR WINS IN THE
MID-ATLANTIC

( NY, NJ, PA, DE, MD, WV, & VA )
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PRS

The Keeneland September Yearling Sale is a time-tested 
indicator of the commercial Thoroughbred market’s health, 
but it also serves as a measuring point for where a stallion 
sits amongst his peers in terms of commercial appeal.

Representation in the auction’s select Book 1 is 
among the clearest indicators of a stallion’s spot in 
the financial pecking order. While the size of that first 
book has fluctuated over recent years from a boutique 
single session to a blown-out four-day event, having a 
significant share of the offerings in that coveted section 
is a tremendous vote of confidence from breeders, 
consignors, and the auction company.

By that standard, the two stallions getting the biggest 
backing are American Pharoah and Curlin.

American Pharoah, the 2015 Triple Crown winner 
and Horse of the Year, leads all stallions by yearlings 
cataloged in Book 1 of the Keeneland September catalog 
with 42, constituting 7.38 percent of the 569-horse 
catalog.

The 7-year-old son of Pioneerof the Nile was a top-five 
North American sire of yearlings by gross, average, 
and median sale price with his debut crop in 2018. He 
finished the year with 64 yearlings sold for a combined 
$26,650,000, an average of $416,406, and a median 
of $310,000.

A stallion’s second crop is usually a time of regression 
in the commercial market, following the initial push 
of quality and quantity of mares in a debut book, but 
American Pharoah has held remarkably steady from 
year to year. The 159 reported foals in his second 
crop held steady compared with the 163 foals in his 
first crop, and his share of yearlings in Book 1 actually 
jumped 0.71 percentage points from the 2018 sale, 
when he had 6.67 percent of the 989-horse catalog, 
the second-most behind fellow Ashford Stud resident 
Uncle Mo at 6.77 percent.

“He’s not your average stallion,” said Ashford Stud’s 
Adrian Wallace. “He’s a Triple Crown winner, he looks the 
part, the foals sold well, and he covered a stellar book of 
mares. His first crop of mares was unheard of, with 68 
Group 1-winning or -producing mares. While his second 
book may not have been as strong, it was not far from it. 
The soldiers are on the ground. They go the right homes, 
they’re trained by the right people and owned by the right 
people. I think what you’re seeing so far is hopefully just 
the beginning.”

Curlin trails American Pharoah by one horse in the 
Book 1 population, with his 41 entries giving him 7.21 
percent of the select section after taking up 4.15 per-
cent of Book 1 last year.

The 15-year-old Smart Strike horse has seen his com-
mercial appeal skyrocket over the past few years, and 
that is apparent in his rising share of Book 1 horses. 

Curlin’s 3.06 percentage-point growth in Book 1 share 
from 2018 to 2019 was by far the largest of any 
stallion with yearlings in that portion of both sales. His 
number of Book 1 yearlings actually went unchanged 
from year-to-year, holding steady at 41, but the size of 
that overall book shrunk significantly, meaning the same 
number of entries took up a bigger piece of the pie.  

The top ten stallions by Book 1 share are rounded out by 
Medaglia d’Oro (39 cataloged, 6.85 percent of Book 1); 
Uncle Mo (37, 6.50 percent); Tapit (36, 6.33 percent); 
Into Mischief (33, 5.80 percent); War Front (31, 5.45 
percent); Pioneerof the Nile (29, 5.10 percent); Quality 
Road (27, 4.75 percent); and Candy Ride (21, 3.69 
percent).

Frosted tops the first-crop yearling sires in Book 1, with 
18 entries comprising 3.16 percent of the section. PRS

American Pharoah, Curlin Hold Biggest
Shares Of Book 1 Keeneland September

By Joe Nevills

Honoring Betsy Fishback
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Keeneland September
First-Crop Sire Roundup

By Joe Nevills

Stallions whose first crops of yearlings are represented in the 
Keeneland September catalog, including the number of foals 
cataloged and the farm where they most recently stood.

Air Force Blue - (52) Ashford Stud, Ky.

Ami’s Holiday - (1) Colebrook Farms Stallion Station, Ont.

Anchor Down - (24) Gainesway, Ky.

Big Blue Kitten - (26) Calumet Farm, Ky.

Brody’s Cause - (21) Spendthrift Farm, Ky.

California Chrome - (59) Taylor Made Stallions, Ky.

Cinco Charlie - (7) Spendthrift Farm, Ky.

Dynamic Sky - (1) Shannondoe Farm, Ont.

Effinex - (3) Deceased

Exaggerator - (78) WinStar Farm, Ky.

Firing Line - (15) Crestwood Farm, Ky.

Flintshire - (36) Hill ‘n’ Dale Farms, Ky.

Frosted - (71) Darley, Ky.

Hit It a Bomb - (5) Spendthrift Farm, Ky.

Ironicus - (7) Claiborne Farm, Ky.

Jess’s Dream - (3) Ocala Stud, Fla.

Laoban - (8) Sequel Stallions New York, N.Y.

Mshawish - (33) Taylor Made Stallions, Ky.

Not This Time - (67) Taylor Made Stallions, Ky.

Nyquist - (50) Darley, Ky.

Optimizer - (12) Calumet Farm, Ky.

Outwork - (43) WinStar Farm, Ky.

Prayer for Relief - (1) R Star Stallions, Ind.

Producer - (3) Calumet Farm, Ky.

Protonico - (1) Castleton Lyons, Ky.

Ride On Curlin - (1) Pleasant Acres Stallions, Fla.

Runhappy - (54) Claiborne Farm, Ky.

Slumber - (2) Calumet Farm, Ky.

Speightster - (54) WinStar Farm, Ky.

Tamarkuz - (9) Shadwell Farm, Ky.

Texas Red - (9) Crestwood Farm, Ky.

The Gurkha - (3) Coolmore Stud, Ire.

Tourist - (35) WinStar Farm, Ky.

Upstart - (53) Airdrie Stud, Ky.

Vancouver - (41) Coolmore Australia

War Dancer - (5) Irish Hill & Dutchess Views Stallions, N.Y.


