
Endoscopy Evolving With The Times At Auctions
By Joe Nevills
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One of the easiest ways to gauge serious interest in a 
yearling at auction is to tally up the number of requests for 
endoscopic examinations the horse gets in the leadup to his 
or her time in the ring. 

Having a significant number of scopes on a horse can be 
enticing for a seller, but the agitation that constant exams 
can cause on the horse and its handlers is something which 
consignors have become increasingly aware. 

Recording endoscopies for others to review is hardly new 
technology, tracing back to the days of VHS tapes, and 
improvements in recording and storage capabilities have 
advanced the practice to the point where Keeneland has 
begun accepting video scopes within ten days of sale time 
as part of its repository along with radiographs. 

This could be a significant step for the Thoroughbred auc-
tion industry, potentially cutting down on the number of 
pre-sale scopes a young horse might undergo and changing 
the dialogue between buyers, sellers, and their respective 
veterinarians. The question of what precisely might look dif-
ferent in the future, though, remains to be seen.

“After explaining the procedure to prospective buyers, there 
will be many times where clients will say, ‘I appreciate the 
explanation, but I want you to scope every horse that I’m 
interested in,’” Dr. Jeff Berk, president of the American As-
sociation of Equine Practitioners, said about the widespread 
use of video scopes. “For this sale [Keeneland September] 
what I will do is scope every horse, and then look at the 
videos that are provided and make notations as far as how 
they compare with each other. I’m hopeful that over time, as 
we see they’re closely comparable, that there will be a level 
of comfort with the use of the videos. It’s ultimately always 
going to depend on the comfort level of the buying client.”

Berk said one of the most affected area of the marketplace 
may be the mid-to-late books of larger sales, when buyers 
are looking at horses closer to going to the ring and their 
veterinarians have less time to visit every barn and examine 
each horse personally. In those cases, viewing a scope video 
in the repository with the radiographs could lead to a better-
informed purchase than what would normally take place at 
that level.

Complicating matters is the fact that comfort levels and 
criteria can vary from client to client. Buyers with an eye 
to the racetrack might be looking for basic functionality to 
move forward, while Berk said buyers looking to pinhook 
have a smaller margin for imperfections, given they will have 
to undergo the same scrutiny later on when they are selling.

Even among the “buy to race” segment of the bench, Meg 
Levy of consignor Bluewater Sales said there can be a 
challenge in convincing customers that a 2A or 2B scope, 
indicating mild to moderate arytenoid asymmetry, are within 
the normal range of throat function and should not be 
instantly cast aside. 

“Depending on who the buyer is, most buyers are less 
educated on the hands-on side of scoping,” she said. 
“Unless you’ve had a whole lot of horses and realize the 
standing scope has less of a predictive effect on how 
the horse ends up actually breathing, you’re not going to 
realize it.”

Before repository video scopes are fully integrated into the 
auction ecosystem, several parts of the map remain to be 
drawn in, particularly on the legal end.
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Stallion Spotlight

Practically every stallion that sticks 
around finds a specialty for which he’s 
best known, whether it’s distance, 
surface, gender of foals, running style, 
or any number of intangibles. Based 
on his race record and pedigree, that 
specialty could go in any number of 
directions for Mshawish.

The 9-year-old son of Medaglia d’Oro 
raced in five different countries on 
three continents, racking up G1 wins 
on dirt and turf, and winning stakes 
races from 7 ½ furlongs to a mile 
and an eighth. His extended family 
includes G1 winners on both surfaces, and his sire, Medaglia 
d’Oro is about as versatile as they come when it comes to his 
runners. The reason it’s so hard to pin down what Mshawish 
might be best at as a sire is difficult not because of a lack of 
options, but because there’s a surplus.

Born in Kentucky, Mshawish was shipped across the At-
lantic Ocean as a yearling-to-juvenile pinhook prospect, and 
he began his racing career in France, where he won his 
second career start, then finished second in the G3 Prix 
de Guiche, going a mile and an eighth on the grass. After 
finishing fourth in the G1 French Derby and G1 St. James’s 
Palace Stakes on the Royal Ascot card, Mshawish won the 
Prix de Tourgeville, scoring at a mile on the grass. 

Mshawish spent the first months of his 4-year-old campaign 
in Dubai, where he won the G2 Zabeel Mile and ran second 
in the G2 Al Fahidi Fort Stakes before finishing fourth in 
the G1 Dubai Duty Free Stakes on the Dubai World Cup 
undercard. He was then shipped to Hong Kong, where he 
competed in the G1 Champions Mile Stakes.

Later that year, Mshawish arrived in the U.S., where he fin-
ished third in the G3 Knickerbocker Stakes, then finished the 
season with a win in the El Prado Stakes. He kept up that mo-
mentum at age five, winning the G2 Fort Lauderdale Stakes 
and G1 Gulfstream Park Turf Handicap before returning to 
Meydan Racecourse to run third in the G1 Dubai Turf.

After finishing fourth in the Breeders’ Cup Mile, owner Al 
Shaqab Racing and trainer Todd Pletcher took a left turn 
with their runner’s career and tried him on the dirt for the 
first time in the G1 Cigar Mile Handicap. He finished fourth, 
but he was just 1 ¼ lengths behind winner Tonalist, giving the 
connections something to build on going into his 6-year-old 
campaign. 

The dirt experiment proved successful, with his final year of 
racing reaping victories in the G3 Hal’s Hope Stakes and G1 

Donn Handicap. Mshawish retired 
with eight wins in 24 starts for 
$2,421,351.

Now a resident of Taylor Made 
Stallions in Nicholasville, Ky., 
Mshawish is out of the placed 
Thunder Gulch mare Thunder Bayou. 
His page includes champion juvenile 
Halfbridled, G1 winner Spruce 
Needles, and G2 winner Lu Ravi.

Mshawish has 33 entries in this 
year’s Keeneland September 
Yearling sale. 

His most expensive yearling of the season so far is a colt 
out of the stakes-placed Malibu Moon mare Jolene who sold 
to West Point Thoroughbreds for $235,000 at the Fasig-
Tipton Saratoga Selected Yearling Sale. PRS

Mshawish

World Traveler Mshawish Plants Flag In KY
By Joe Nevills
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GRADE 1 WINNER  
AND 3 MSW WINNERS

WINNERS OVER PAST  
2 WEEKS INCLUDE: 

BASIN, Hopeful S. (G1) at Saratoga by 6 ½ lengths

WICKED WHISPER, MSW at Saratoga 
by 6 ¼ lengths – TDN Rising Star

ALPHA SIXTY SIX, MSW at Belmont – TDN Rising Star

SONG RIVER, MSW at Gulfstream by 7 ¾ lengths

BASIN

ALPHA SIXTY SIX

Unbridled’s Song - Miss Macy Sue, by Tripp
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Honor Roll
Zonda & Tass

By Chelsea Hackbarth
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Matt Schera learned about the Virginia Thoroughbred 
Association’s Virginia-certified program two years ago, 
and that season he sent his first several yearlings to be 
started at the Braeburn Training Center located in the 
foothills of the picturesque Blue Ridge Mountains.

In order to qualify for the Certified program, horses must 
spend a six-month residency at a Virginia farm or training 
center prior to Dec. 31st of their 2-year-old year.

Now 3-year-olds trained by James “Chuck” Lawrence, both 
Zonda and Tass have earned a 25 percent bonus for their 
wins at tracks in the Mid-Atlantic region.

“The 25 percent win bonus is obviously amazing,” Schera 
said. “Pat Nuesch does a great job starting them, and the 
training center is really lovely.”

Zonda, a Maryland-bred by Scat Daddy, won her first start 
by 11 3/4 lengths at Laurel Park. The filly then tried a pair 
of stakes races at Delaware Park, but Schera said she 
didn’t seem to take to the surface.

PRS
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Zonda

Zonda then ran second in a Laurel allowance and won 
an allowance at Colonial Downs. She finished fourth in 
Colonial’s Virginia Oaks. The filly’s earned $85,419 on the 
track, plus an additional $14,000 for her two wins from 
the Virginia-certified program.

“I’m just loving the fact that Colonial Downs is back,” Sch-
era added. “I hope they can sustain their momentum and 
keep going next year.”

Tass, a Kentucky-bred by Temple City, won at second 
asking at Delaware Park and was most recently third in 
a Saratoga starter allowance. She’s earned $34,530 on 
the racetrack, plus an extra $5,000 from the VTA.

Last year, Schera sent another four yearlings to the Brae-
burn Training Center, and he plans to send at least that 
many this season as well.

“For me, the weather is decent enough in the winter,” 
said Schera. “It’s not Ocala, but it’s also not Maryland or 
Delaware. I think it’s definitely worth it in terms of what 
you can win.”



With three-quarters of the calendar in the books and the 
marquee Keeneland September Yearling Sale in progress, 
Taylor Made Sales Agency and Calumet Farm sit atop their 
respective divisions as the leading consignor and breeder of 
North American graded stakes winners in 2019.

Taylor Made, a perennial leader in the sale ring, has been 
represented by 18 individual graded stakes winners 
through the end of August, leading Lane’s End with 14 
and Gainesway with nine.

Those 18 Taylor Made graduates have won 23 graded 
stakes races in 2019, led by three-time graded winner 
Bellafina. The 3-year-old Quality Road filly has racked up 
wins this year in the G1 Santa Anita Oaks and the G2 Las 
Virgenes Stakes and Santa Ynez Stakes after finishing 
under her reserve with a final bid of $220,000 at the 
2017 Keeneland September sale.

Other Taylor Made graduates to put a dent in the 2019 
graded stakes calendar include Kentucky Oaks winner 
Serengeti Empress, multiple Grade 1 winner Rushing 
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Taylor Made, Calumet Farm 
Head Into September As 

Top Graded Stakes Performers
By Joe Nevills

Fall, G1 Del Mar Debutante Stakes winner Bast, G1 
Ashland Stakes winner Out For a Spin, G2 Black-Eyed 
Susan Stakes winner Point of Honor, and top sprinter 
Shancelot.

After finishing the month of July tied with Stonestreet 
Farm as the leading breeder by graded stakes winners, 
Calumet Farm shook loose in August when English Bee’s 
G3 Virginia Derby score gave his breeder a 6-5 advan-
tage. Pin Oak Stud, Adena Springs, and Gary and Mary 
West are each tied for third with four winners.

The leader among the Calumet-bred contingent is Zulu 
Alpha, a son of Street Cry who has taken the G2 Mac 
Dirmida Stakes and G3 W.L. McKnight Stakes this year 
for owner Michael Hui. 

English Bee is one of two graded stakes-winning home-
breds for Calumet Farm by the farm’s star stallion 
English Channel, joining G2 Bowling Green Handicap 
winner Channel Cat. Leading turf sire Kitten’s Joy is the 
broodmare sire of both horses. PRS



BREEDER WINS WINNERS

Calumet Farm 7 6
Stonestreet 6 5
Pin Oak Stud 6 4
Adena Springs 5 4
Gary & Mary West 5 4
Claiborne Farm 5 3
Flaxman Holdings 5 3
Godolphin 4 3
Hertrich & Fielding 4 3
Ken & Sarah Ramsey 4 3
Ramona Bass 3 3
WinStar Farm 3 3
George Strawbridge 6 2
W. S. Farish 6 2
Adele Dilschneider 4 2
Alexander Groves Thoroughbreds 4 2
Jack Swain 3 2
Juddmonte Farms 3 2
Live Oak Stud 3 2
Summer Wind Farm 3 2
Charles Fipke 2 2
Highclere Stud 2 2
J.V. Shields 2 2
KMN Racing 2 2
Madeline Auerbach 2 2
Reddam Racing 2 2
Shadwell Farm 2 2
Spendthrift Farm 2 2
Tall Oaks Farm 2 2
Tallyho Stud 2 2
Woodford Thoroughbreds 6 1
Mikhail Yanakov 5 1
Edward A. Cox 4 1
Spruce Lane Farm 4 1
Blue Devil Racing Stable 3 1
Bonne Chance Farm 3 1
Chiefswood Stable 3 1
Darsan, Inc. 3 1
Fernandez-Robles Family 3 1
Trust & Flying H Stables 
JSM Equine 3 1
Ron Patterson 3 1
Teneri Farm & B.A. Calderon 3 1

LEADING CONSIGNORS OF NORTH AMERICAN 
GRADED STAKES WINNERS, 2019

LEADING BREEDERS OF NORTH AMERICAN 
GRADED STAKES WINNERS, 2019

CONSIGNOR WINS WINNERS

Taylor Made 23 18
Lane’s End 25 14
Gainesway 13  9
Eaton Sales 10  6
Wavertree Stables 7 5
Niall Brennan Stables 5 5
Brookdale Sales 6 4
Denali Stud 6 4
Select Sales 6 4
Claiborne Farm 4 4
Darby Dan Farm 4 4
Stone Farm 7 3
Blandford Stud 4 3
Hill ‘n’ Dale 4 3
Vinery Sales 4 3
Elite 3 3
Tally Ho Stud 3 3
Woodford Thoroughbreds 7 2
Grassroots Training & Sales 5 2
Indian Creek 4 2
Kirkwood Stables 4 2
De Meric Sales 3 2
Eddie Woods 3 2
Baroda Stud & Colbinstown 2 2
Bobby Dodd 2 2
Buck Pond Farm 2 2
Castlebridge 2 2
McKathan Bros. 2 2
St. George Sales 2 2
Warrendale Sales 2 2
Woods Edge Farm 4 1
Darsan 3 1
Oak Tree Farm 3 1
Shawhan Place 3 1
White Pine Thoroughbreds 3 1
Brereton Jones 2 1
Havens Bloodstock 2 1
John Carey 2 1
KatieRich Farms 2 1
Lewinstown Farm 2 1
Mayfield Stables 2 1
Monceaux 2 1
Taroka Stud 2 1 
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“There’s a potential liability issue involved with this,” Berk 
said. “If a horse gets purchased and the veterinarian 
views the video instead of scoping it, and later on the 
horse develops an upper airway problem, the veterinar-
ian’s liability may be increased unless there is a clear 
understanding on the part of the buying client that this is 
the new protocol for examining the throat and that the 
buyer has agreed to it.

“At this time, the AVMA PLIT (American Veterinary Medical 
Association Professional Liability Insurance Trust) is examin-
ing this issue in the event that an equine veterinarian would 
be faced with a lawsuit relative to using a videoendoscopic 
exam that is up to 10 days prior to the sale of the horse.”

The next step would be getting the results of video 
scopes on the same footing as radiographs under the 
rules of the auction companies’ conditions of sale. While 
there are protections for buyers if a post-sale scope 
reveals serious throat issues, Levy said she would like to 
see those guidelines expanded to provide similar protec-
tions to seeing a significant difference between pre- and 
post-sale radiographs.

“In order for them to really work, the conditions of sale 
have to change,” Levy said. “Unlike other countries – 
Australia, France, Japan – places that use those video 
scopes, the law is different.

“If your vet’s looking look at a video scope of a horse, you 
still have the ability to come back afterward and scope 
the horse, but if the gradation doesn’t please you, say 
from Grade 1A to Grade 2A - which is all perfectly ac-
ceptable – but some people don’t like seeing that 2A,” 
Levy continued. “Say it’s a little different than on the video 
scope, you don’t have the ability to turn that horse back, 
so people get nervous about that, because the only ability 
you have to turn a horse back on a throat is if they don’t 
meet the conditions of sale. To meet conditions of sale, 
up to 2B is acceptable, as far as grading.”

No matter where video scoping ultimately settles on the 
auction landscape, Berk said that videoendoscopy would 
not affect the time spent inspecting horses for clients, 
even if he ends up scoping fewer horses.

“No matter what you’re doing, there’s a certain amount 
of time involved,” he said. “If I’m presented with 10 
horses, I’m probably being more efficient if six of the 10 
are good videos with good function. But then, a couple of 
the videos may not be of sufficient quality, so I’m taking 
the time not only to watch the video, but now I’m going to 
scope the horse, and then there may be another couple 
in that ten where I say, ‘The video may be of good quality, 
but this throat has got a couple of kissing lesions on it, 
and I need to see what it looks like today.’ On some occa-
sions, you’re saving some time, and at other times, you’re 
actually increasing the amount of time you’re spending 
evaluating this horse’s throat.”

Continued from Page 1

PRS
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Ten to Watch: 
Keeneland September Book 2

By Joe Nevills

Hip 571, Bay filly by Hard Spun x Oatsee, by Unbridled, 
consigned by Denali Stud, agent. Out of the 2011 Brood-
mare of the Year, this filly is a sibling to Preakness Stakes 
winner Shackleford, G1 winner Lady Joanne, G2 winner 
Afleeting Lady, G3 winner Baghdaria, and stakes winner 
Stephanoatsee.

Hip 597, Bay colt by American Pharoah x Rehear, by 
Coronado’s Quest, consigned by Lane’s End, agent. Rehear’s 
offspring include G1 winner Mani Bhavan, G2 winner Hear the 
Ghost, and G1-placed stakes winner Closing Bell.

Hip 626, Gray or roan filly by Union Rags x Silver Colors, 
by Mr. Greeley, consigned by Gainesway, agent. G1 winner 
Eskimo Kisses and G1-placed Silver Ride are half-siblings to this 
filly, whose second dam is the champion Winning Colors.

Hip 675, Dark bay or brown filly by Pioneerof the Nile x Tidal 
Pool, by Yankee Gentleman, consigned by Baccari Blood-
stock, agent. G1-placed Tidal Pool’s first foal to race is the G2-
placed runner Torrent. The family includes 2009 Broodmare 
of the Year Sweet Life. 

Hip 743, Dark bay or brown colt by Uncle Mo x Bella Jolie, 
by Broken Vow, consigned by Denali Stud, agent for Stones-
treet Bred & Raised. A half-brother to champion sprinter and 
young stallion Runhappy.

Hip 1001, Bay filly by Uncle Mo x Stopshoppingmaria, by 
More Than Ready, consigned by Brookdale Sales, agent. The 
G1-placed dam’s first two foals are stakes winners: G2 winner 
Always Shopping and G3-placed stakes winner Mo Shopping, 
who is a full-sister to this filly.

Hip 1076, Bay colt by Tapit x Authenticity, by Quiet Ameri-
can, consigned by Warrendale Sales, agent for Stonestreet 
Bred & Raised. The G2-winning dam’s first foal to race is the 
multiple stakes-placed Hanalei Moon.

Hip 1173, Bay colt by Into Mischief x Frolic’s Revenge, by 
Vindication, consigned by Woodford Thoroughbreds, agent. 
Both of the foals out of Frolic’s Revenge are black type earners: 
stakes winner American Frolic and stakes-placed Mc Awe-
some.

Hip 1210, Bay colt by Medaglia d’Oro x Hillaby, by Distorted 
Humor, consigned by Warrendale Sales, agent for Ston-
estreet Bred & Raised. The second foal out of a Canadian 
champion sprinter. Second dam Sealy Hill, herself a Canadian 
Horse of the Year, has had four graded stakes winners.

Hip 1291, Bay colt by Uncle Mo x Mythical Bride, by Street 
Cry, consigned by Glennwood Farm Inc., agent. A half-brother 
to G1 winner Vino Rosso and G3-placed So Alive. PRS


