
Saratoga Statues:
Why Is Sea Hero In The Walking Ring?

By Joe Nevills

Continued on Page 5

When the Turkish Jockey Club an-
nounced the death of classic winner 
and stallion Sea Hero in mid-July, the 
statue of the horse that resides in the 
Saratoga Race Course paddock was 
adorned with a blanket of flowers in 
the colors of owner and breeder Paul 
Mellon’s Rokeby Stables. 

Social media was filled with pictures of 
the statue, along with glowing tributes 
to Sea Hero and his bronze likeness, 
which has become as much a beloved 
part of the Saratoga scenery as the 
red and white awning over the sad-
dling stalls.

Make no mistake, Sea Hero was an outstanding racehorse. 
He was a three-time Grade 1 winner, retired with nearly $3 
million in earnings, and was one of just three horses over 
the past 75 years to take both the Kentucky Derby and 
Travers Stakes, joining Thunder Gulch and Street Sense.

Still, Saratoga has seen some of the titans of on-track 
competition and cornerstones of the stud book set hoof on 
its hallowed grounds. While Sea Hero grabbed some of the 
sport’s most lucrative brass rings, he finished out of the 
money nearly as often as he hit the board, and his chances 
of being elected into the Hall of Fame become slimmer by 
the year. Furthermore, he only went one-for-six at the Spa.

So, why is Sea Hero, of all horses, the one to get his own 
statue in the Saratoga paddock?  

The answer lies with Mellon and his passions.

The late Virginia-based philanthropist and racehorse owner 
had a world-renowned art collection, and a significant 
portion of it was dedicated to the equine athlete. He was a 
major benefactor to his alma mater Yale’s arts programs, 
while the Paul Mellon Collection of British Sporting Art oc-
cupies a sizable wing of the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts.

Mellon was also a trustee of the National Museum of Rac-
ing and Hall of Fame in Saratoga Springs, meaning his influ-
ence in upstate New York extended beyond what happened 
between the rails of the racetrack.

When Sea Hero retired from the track, Mellon commis-
sioned British artist Tessa Pullan to create a three-quarters 

scale bronze of the horse on the walk 
to reside at his farm in Upperville, 
Va. The original cast of the sculpture 
was completed in 1995, and it was 
left to the National Sporting Library 
and Museum in Middleburg, Va., by 
Mellon’s estate following his death 
in 1999. It was relocated to the 
museum in 2014.

Mellon had a duplicate of the statue 
made a year after the first, which 
he gifted to the Hall of Fame. It was 
placed in the Saratoga paddock on 
long-term loan to NYRA, where it 
resides to this day.
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Select Yearlings 
at F-T Saratoga:

INTO MISCHIEF      14
Frosted                        13
Curlin                          11
Uncle Mo                  10
Quality Road                9
Pioneerof the Nile       9
Nyquist                           9
American Pharoah    8
Medaglia d’Oro          8
Tapit     7
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Stallion Spotlight

Uncle Mo’s first crop of foals per-
formed at a historic pace during their 
first years on the racetrack, and Ny-
quist led that charge every step of 
the way.

He was Uncle Mo’s best 2-year-old in 
a crop that set the North American 
record for earnings by a first-crop 
sire, taking home the G2 Best Pal 
Stakes, and the G1 Del Mar Futurity 
and FrontRunner Stakes in Southern 
California before traveling to Keenel-
and to win the Breeders’ Cup Juve-
nile. When the season was done, he 
added the Eclipse Award for cham-
pion 2-year-old male to his mantle.

By the time Nyquist entered the gate for the 2016 Ken-
tucky Derby, he had extended his unbeaten streak to sev-
en, racking up wins in the G2 San Vicente Stakes and G1 
Florida Derby before heading to Churchill Downs. Just over 
two minutes after the gates opened, Nyquist became the 
second horse to complete the Breeders’ Cup Juvenile/
Kentucky Derby double, following Street Sense nearly a de-
cade earlier.

Nyquist added a third-place finish in the Preakness Stakes 
before hanging it up, with eight wins in 11 starts, earning 
$5,189,200. He showed impressive versatility in those ef-
forts, winning at the Grade 1 level at distances from seven 
furlongs to a mile and a quarter.

Once again following in the hoofprints of Street Sense, Ny-
quist retired to Darley America in Lexington, Ky., debuting 
for the 2017 breeding season. He stood the most recent 
season for an advertised fee of $40,000.

Nyquist stood for the same fee during 
his debut season at stud, and every one 
of his weanlings that went through an 
auction ring last year more than dou-
bled that initial investment with their 
final hammer prices, even the ones 
that finished under their reserves. He 
finished the season with an average 
weanling sale price of $279,000, eas-
ily the highest among first-year stallions 
and the sixth-highest overall among 
stallions with five or more sold.

The standout among Nyquist’s six 
weanlings offered last year was a colt 
out of the placed Pulpit mare Holy 

Place who sold to Larry Best’s OXO Equine for $600,000 
at the Keeneland November Breeding Stock Sale. The colt is 
from the family of champion Lady Eli, who ended up topping 
that year’s sale at $4.2 million.

Nyquist was a quick starter once again when the proper year-
ling season got underway. A colt of his tied for the second-high-
est price of this year’s Fasig-Tipton July Selected Yearling Sale, 
going to Corinthian Medical and Wilson Sisk for $330,000.

The colt is out of the winning Storm Creek mare Murky Wa-
ters, making him a half-brother to multiple Grade 1-placed 
stakes winner Red Vine.

Nyquist’s foals have been let into the marketplace with some 
degree of restraint up to this point, but the gates have been 
opened for the Fasig-Tipton Saratoga Select Yearling Sale, 
with nine in the catalog. That’s the second-biggest population 
by a first-year stallion behind fellow Darley resident Frosted, 
and three more foals in a single sale than he had go through 
the ring during all of last year’s mixed sales combined. PRS

Nyquist

Nyquist’s Starting Lineup
By Joe Nevills
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War Front - Greyciousness, by Miswaki

THE 
FACTOR

CISTRON, BING CROSBY (G1)

Rank Stallion BTW

1 TAPIT 21

2 CURLIN 14

3 CANDY RIDE 11

4 THE FACTOR 10

5 INTO MISCHIEF 9

#4 GENERAL ACTIVE 
SIRE BY BTW

*TDN stats, as of 7/31
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Equine insurance experts an-
swer your questions about in-
suring Thoroughbreds for the 
breeding and auction realms. 
Email us at info@paulickreport.
com if you have a question for 
an insurer.

QUESTION: When should I 
consider increasing or de-
creasing the insured value of 
my horse, and how do I do it?
 
BRYCE BURTON: There are 

various reasons that a policyholder would want to 
amend the insured value of their horse, which is done in 
order to accurately cover the horse for its true value.  

For a racer, the owner would want to increase the 
value if the horse has won a race that inherently 
increases the value of that horse, or even if the owner 
has received an offer for the horse, which is higher 
than what that owner currently has the horse insured 
for. The same goes for decreasing the value of an 
insured horse, which would normally be done if the 
horse is dropping in class, for instance, from an allow-
ance race into the claiming ranks. 

With respect to broodmares and foals, an event within 
the family could spark the need for an increase. For 
example, if the first foal out of an insured mare were 
to win a big stakes race, it may be worth looking into 
increasing both her insured value and potentially any 
of her promising foals.
 
Depending on the size of the increase, either a vet-
erinary certificate or a declaration of health, which 
can be completed by the owner, will need to be com-

ASK YOUR INSURER
Changing Your Horse’s
Insured Value

Bryce Burton

PRESENTED BY

PRS

pleted on the horse. Once approved by the company, 
the increase or decrease in value will be calculated 
on a pro-rata basis. This means that you will only be 
charged for your time on risk for the increase. So, 
if the increase is put into effect six months into the 
policy period, you will only pay for that increase for the 
remaining six months.
 
QUESTION: Can the Full Mortality Rates provided by the 
company be changed in the middle of a policy-term?
 
BRYCE BURTON: Yes. If the insured horse’s use is 
changed in the middle of the policy period, the rate will 
be changed respectively. The most common example 
of this that we see is when a horse is retired from 
racing. If it’s a filly and she is taken off the track to 
be bred, we would decrease her Full Mortality Rate 
mid-policy term and the insured would receive a return 
premium, or credit, for the remaining time on risk. The 
same would be true if a gelding were retired from rac-
ing and re-trained for another discipline.

Bryce Burton is a property and liability specialist for Muir-
field Insurance. He is from Frankfort, Ky., where he grew up 
an avid race fan. His Thoroughbred racing fandom com-
bined with a collegiate internship in the insurance industry, 
culminated in a start in the equine insurance field. Bryce 
has been with Muirfield Insurance since 2014, following his 
graduation from Transylvania University in Lexington.

About

For advertising inquiries please
call Emily at 859.913.9633

Ray Paulick - Publisher  ray@paulickreport.com
Emily Alberti - Director of Advertising  emily@paulickreport.com
Scott Jagow - Editor-in-Chief  scott@paulickreport.com
Joe Nevills - Bloodstock Editor  joe@paulickreport.com
Natalie Voss - Features Editor  natalie@paulickreport.com
Chelsea Hackbarth - Racing News Editor  chelsea@paulickreport.com
Amy McLean - Print and Advertising Production
Frank Mitchell - Contributing Writer

COPYRIGHT © 2019, BLENHEIM PUBLISHING LLC



                                                                                              Page 5

An unveiling ceremony was held in the Saratoga paddock 
on Aug. 8, 1996, attended by Mellon, Sea Hero’s trainer 
Mack Miller, and regular rider Jerry Bailey. A Rokeby 
Stables blanket was removed from the bronze Sea Hero’s 
back as part of the dedication.

Again, the question remains why Mellon chose Sea Hero 
to occupy such a high-profile spot when he campaigned 
Horses of the Year Arts and Letters and Fort Marcy. In 
fact, Arts and Letters won the Travers during his champi-
onship campaign.

The reasoning, it seems, wasn’t that complicated.

“I really like this horse and I’ve always been fond of Sara-
toga,” Mellon told the Glens Falls Post-Star at the statue’s 
unveiling. “I thought it would be nice to dress up the walk-
ing ring here with some art.”

Sea Hero made his first Saratoga appearances in his 
second and third career starts as a juvenile. He’d finished 
fourth in his debut at Belmont Park, and he continued to 
show little in his second start, finishing a troubled fifth 
behind eventual G1 winner Wallenda. Nineteen days later, 
Sea Hero finally found his spark, running second in a 
seven-furlong maiden special weight. He then won his next 
three starts, culminating in the G1 Champagne Stakes at 
Belmont.

The colt returned to upstate New York the following year 
a classic winner, having prevailed in the 1993 Kentucky 
Derby. He also came back looking for his form. The ensu-
ing Preakness Stakes saw Sea Hero finish fifth, and he 
finished seventh in the Belmont Stakes.

The betting public was chilly on Sea Hero going into the G2 
Jim Dandy Stakes. He left the gate as the fourth betting 
choice in a field of six, and that’s where he finished. 

Once again, Sea Hero found his spark in his second 
Saratoga start, which is helpful when that race is the G1 
Travers Stakes. Once again sent off as the field’s fourth 
choice, the colt sat in the middle of the pack into the final 
turn, when jockey Bailey wheeled him four-wide and ground 
down his rivals to win by two lengths.

Sea Hero switched things up for his final tour of duty in 
Saratoga during the 1994 racing season, taking to the 
turf course to contest the G1 Sword Dancer Invitational 
Stakes. He finished a forgettable seventh, but remained on 
the grass for his final start, a handicap where he finished a 
gaining third.

Sea Hero retired at the end of his 4-year-old season with six 
wins in 24 starts for earnings of $2,929,869. He entered 
stud at Lane’s End in Kentucky, where he stood for five sea-
sons before being exported to Turkey. Prior to his death, he 
reigned as the oldest living Kentucky Derby winner.

Continued from Page 1

PRS
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Ten to Watch: 
Fasig-Tipton Saratoga Day 1

By Joe Nevills

Hip 17, Bay colt by Uncle Mo x Haysee, by Orientate, 
consigned by Denali Stud, agent. A full-brother to G1-
placed stakes winner Uncle Lino. His second dam is 2011 
Broodmare of the Year Oatsee.

Hip 39, Dark bay or brown filly by Medaglia d’Oro x 
Khancord Kid, by Lemon Drop Kid, consigned by Sequel 
New York, agent for Chester & Mary Broman. Both 
of Khancord Kid’s foals to race are black type earners: 
Breeders’ Cup Filly and Mare Sprint winner Bar of Gold, 
who is a full-sister to this New York-bred filly, and stakes-
placed half-sister Land Mine.

Hip 49, Dark bay or brown filly by Medaglia d’Oro x 
Light the City, by Street Sense, consigned by Eaton 
Sales, agent. The second foal out a G1-placed stakes 
winner.

Hip 54, Dark bay or brown filly by Tapit x Magical Belle, 
by Unbridled’s Song, consigned by Eaton Sales, agent. The 
dam is a full sister to G1 winner Unrivaled Belle, who herself 
produced the two-time champion Tapit filly Unique Bella.

Hip 60, Bay colt by Pioneerof the Nile x Merry Meadow, 
by Henny Hughes, consigned by Taylor Made Sales 
Agency, agent. G2 winner Merry Meadow’s first foal, from 
the family of multiple G1 winner Diazo.

Hip 80, Flightline, Bay colt by Tapit x Feathered, by Indian 
Charlie, consigned by Lane’s End, agent. The second foal 
out of a G3 winner. Third dam Finder’s Fee and fourth dam 
Fantastic Find are both G1 winners.

Hip 85, Bay colt by Into Mischief x Phoenicia, by Mr 
Purple, consigned by Dromoland Farm, agent. Multiple 
stakes winner Cool Arrow is a full-brother to this colt, while 
stakes winner Phoenician Moon and stakes-placed Clever-
ness are half-siblings.

Hip 89, Bay filly by Into Mischief x Private Gift, by Un-
bridled, consigned by Lane’s End, agent. Stakes winner 
Private Gift is a half-sister to Kentucky Oaks winner Secret 
Status and G3 winner Alumni Hall. Her foals include G3-
placed stakes winner Secret Someone and stakes-placed 
Profetiza.

Hip 90, Chestnut filly by Tapit x Promenade Girl, by 
Carson City, consigned by Hill ‘n’ Dale Sales Agency, 
agent. A half-sister to G1 winner Cavorting and G2-placed 
Thirstforlife.

Hip 104, Bay colt by More Than Ready x Rule One, by 
Street Cry, consigned by Taylor Made Sales Agency, 
agent. Multiple G1 winner Diversify is a half-brother to this 
New York-bred. PRS

Bui lding Speed for  the Future

SHADWELL FARM
Kent Barnes, Stallion Manager  (859) 224-4585
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BRILLIANT GSW 

MOHAYMEN 
by Tapit

Undefeated  
1st Five Starts 

Graded SW at 2,  
Won Fountain of Youth-G2  

and  Holy Bull-G2 at 3

1st Foals are Weanlings

Watch for 1st Crop Weanlings  
& Yearlings by These  

Exciting Young Stallions 

;

WORLD CLASS MILER  

TAMARKUZ
by Speightstown

1st Breeders’ Cup  
Dirt Mile-G1 

defeating Eclipse Champions  
GUN RUNNER,  

ACCELERATE, & RUNHAPPY 

1st Foals are Yearlings


