
Saratoga Statues: Storm Cat Stands
In At Centennial Park

By Joe Nevills
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In life and in bronze effigy, Storm Cat’s time in Saratoga was 
relatively brief, but both visits laid the foundation for some-
thing great.

The 2-year-old colt who would become a Grade 1 winner 
and a pillar of the modern stud book made his first two 
starts at Saratoga Race Course before moving on to the 
rest of his legendary life and career. His life-sized likeness 
spent two months in Saratoga Springs’ Centennial Park 
where Union Avenue meets Circular Street, keeping the 
spot occupied while the sculpture of Native Dancer that 
resides there today was being completed.

Racing as a homebred for William T. Young of Overbrook 
Farm, under the shedrow of trainer Jonathan Sheppard, 
Storm Cat debuted at Saratoga in mid-August 1985 and 
finished second. He came back 10 days later to get over the 
hump and break his maiden.

Storm Cat headed south to New Jersey at the conclusion of 
the Saratoga meet, winning an allowance race, running second 
in the World Appeal Stakes, and taking the G1 Young America 
Stakes. He entered that year’s Breeders’ Cup Juvenile at 
Aqueduct as one of the race’s favorites, but he was nosed out 
for the win by Tasso.

Injuries began to creep up on Storm Cat following the Juve-
nile, starting with bone chips in his knees. He then suffered a 
tendon injury that kept him out of action until October of his 
3-year-old season, where he returned to the Meadowlands to 
win an allowance race. He made his final start a month later 
at Laurel Park, finishing fourth in the Annapolis Stakes, the only 
time he ever finished worse than second.

Storm Cat retired to stud at Overbrook Farm in Lexington, 
Ky., with four wins in eight starts for earnings of $570,610. 
That’s when his career really began to take off.

Storm Cat became the dominant commercial sire of a 
generation at Overbrook Farm, siring eight champions, at 
least 35 Grade/Group 1 winners, and an army of seven-
figure auction horses. Triple Crown winner Justify traces 
back directly through his sire line, while Littleprincessem-
ma, the dam of American Pharoah, is a paternal grand-
daughter of Storm Cat. At its peak, Storm Cat’s advertised 
stud fee reached a dizzying $500,000.

The Young family was understandably fond if its star stallion, 
and commissioned Kentucky-based artist Gwen Reardon 
to create three life-sized statues of Storm Cat, standing as 

though he were at the end of a shank for a stallion show.
The first stood proxy between the Overbrook stallion pad-
docks and breeding shed, gazing out at its subject as he 
spent the day in his field. The second was placed in the Over-
brook cemetery, and stands watch over his subject’s remains 
following Storm Cat’s death in 2013.

The third statue was essentially a spare. The W.T. Young 
Storage Co. has no shortage of places to keep an extra 
bronze statue, and the piece sat idle, waiting for a purpose.

In 2015, the finishing touches were being put on Centennial 
Park, funded by Marylou Whitney and John Hendrickson to 
commemorate Saratoga Springs’ 100th anniversary as a city, 
but the Native Dancer statue that would serve as its center-
piece wasn’t going to be done in time for the scheduled open-
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Stallion Spotlight

With 102 mares in his inaugural book, 
War Dancer will have a wealth of op-
portunities to prove his worth at stud. 
Until then, his opportunities to set him-
self up as a strong commercial sire in 
his home state of New York and beyond 
appear just about as bountiful.

War Dancer has nine foals cataloged in 
this year’s Fasig-Tipton New York-Bred 
Yearlings sale, making him one of the 
more prolific stallions among this year’s 
slate of offerings. 

Building up War Dancer’s reputation 
as he enters the commercial and race-
track arenas has been at the forefront 
for Robin Malatino from the time the 9-year-old War Front horse 
retired to stud in 2017. Malatino campaigned War Dancer on 
the racetrack under the nom de course Diamond M Stable, 
and has built up her property outside Saratoga Springs, N.Y. 
to handle the broodmares needed to support her stallion, and 
occasionally house War Dancer himself. War Dancer currently 
stands at Irish Hill & Dutchess Views Stallions in Stillwater, N.Y.

To earn that place at stud, War Dancer won six of 30 starts 
over four seasons of racing for earnings of $1,069,925. His 
showcase victories include the G2 Virginia Derby, the G3 Lou-
isville Handicap, and the non-graded PTHA President’s Cup 
Stakes. His seven additional graded placings include a runner-up 
finish in the G1 Man o’ War Stakes at Belmont Park.

War Dancer also has the benefit of coming from a prominent 
breeding program. He was bred in Kentucky by Seth Hancock’s 
Cherry Valley Farm and Stuart Janney III, out of the G2-placed 
Alydeed mare Deed I Do. 

War Dancer debuted impressively with 
his first crop of weanlings last fall, with 
eight sold for an average of $24,500, 
just shy of five times his initial stud fee 
of $5,000.

All of his weanlings that changed hands 
through the ring were offered at the Fa-
sig-Tipton Saratoga Fall Mixed Sale. The 
most expensive of the group was a filly 
out of the placed Jump Start mare Hon-
eychild who sold to Michael Peck for 
$37,000. The New York-bred is from 
the family of G3 winner Fighting Falcon.

War Dancer also had a trio of short 
yearlings sell during the winter breed-

ing stock sales, all equal to or greater than his stud fee.

Leading the way was a filly out of the unplaced Mineshaft mare 
Shaft in Place who went to First Finds for $13,000. G1 winners 
Affirmed Success and Exbourne could be found on the New 
York-bred’s page, as well as French and Irish classic-placed Top 
Socialite.

War Dancer’s foals will hit the racetrack at an opportune 
time for a stallion who did his best work on the turf. Locally, 
NYRA introduced the Turf Trinity and Turf Tiara series for 
3-year-olds to generate interest in grass and distance rac-
ing. The Turf Trinity features a trio of races with million-dollar 
purses, while the Turf Tiara for fillies offers $750,000 for 
each race.

On a larger scale, the $1-million Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Turf 
Sprint was added to the prestigious card in 2018, bringing the 
total number of turf races offered at the event to seven. PRS

War Dancer

War Dancer On Debut In Saratoga
By Joe Nevills
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War Front - Greyciousness, by Miswaki
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Veterinarians at Rood and Riddle Equine Hospital answer 
your questions about sales and healthcare of Thoroughbred 
auction yearlings, weanlings, 2-year-olds and breeding stock.

Email us at info@paulickreport.com if you have a question 
for a veterinarian. 

QUESTION: I’m hearing a lot 
about CBD oil use in animals. 
How can this help horses?

DR. BILL GILSENAN: Over the 
last several years the conversa-
tion over the legalization of medi-
cal and recreational marijuana 
has increased awareness of CBD 
oil and its use. This has led to 
confusion among veterinarians 
and horse owners alike. 

Marijuana and hemp are both plants that are distinct 
strains of the Cannabis sativa species. Tetrahydrocan-
nabinol (THC) is the psychoactive compound in canna-
bis that creates the “high” that users experience when 
they consume the plant. The distinction needs to be 
made, though, that cannabis plants contain many oth-
er compounds, including more than 100 cannabinoids. 
One of the most abundant cannabinoids is cannabidiol 
(CBD). CBD is not psychoactive. 

Individual studies have been published over the past 
ten years that have investigated the benefits of CBD oil, 
primarily in people and in laboratory animals. There is 
published evidence that CBD oil might help treat pain, 
acne, chemotherapy-induced nausea and vomiting, and 
hypertension. It appears to be helpful for a wide variety 
of ailments, but the exact mechanisms by which it con-
fers benefits are not completely elucidated. 

A quick search of the Internet is all that is needed to 
learn of the purported effects of CBD oil on horses with 
respect to anxiety, pain, coat health, appetite, nausea, 
headshaking, epilepsy, and cancer. The breadth of ben-
efits of CBD oil for people probably does suggest that 
this compound is versatile. Yet CBD oil is still surround-
ed by a lot of information that we have yet to discover. 
Any evidence of benefit from CBD oil in horses at this 
stage is anecdotal, even though anecdotal accounts 
generally seem to be neutral to positive. 

Its use might seem safe, but little is truly known about 
CBD oil or its long-term effects. Notably, different com-
pounds can react very differently in different species. 
We know very little about how to appropriately dose 

Dr. Gilsenan
PRS
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horses with CBD oil. Without an FDA-approved prod-
uct in horses, there is no regulatory oversight on the 
content or safety of CBD products available. Notably, 
cannabinoid products are prohibited by USEF and the 
Kentucky Horse Racing Commission.

CBD oil has come on to the scene recently and might 
be an interesting addition to the armament of com-
pounds we can use to help horses. While seemingly 
benign, the horse owner needs to use any of these 
products with caution, if at all. CBD oil products can be 
and have been readily marketed across the Internet 
and social media. The benefits of this compound likely 
exist, but there is a lot we have yet to learn. 

Bill Gilsenan received his veterinary degree from the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania in 2008. He held a faculty position 
at the Virginia-Maryland College of Veterinary Medicine 
until joining the staff at Rood and Riddle Equine Hospital 
as an internal medicine specialist in 2015.

By Dr. Bill Gilsenan



                                                                                              Page 5

ing of the park. Reardon, who designed the Storm Cat statue, 
was also the hand behind the Native Dancer monument. 

Hendrickson was a longtime friend of the Young family, and 
called them asking for a favor.

“Mr. Hendrickson contacted Chris Young [grandson of William 
T. Young Sr.] and asked if it would be possible to do a loan on 
our statue until the Native Dancer statue was finished,” said 
Carmen Covert of Overbrook Farm. “Chris and his father, Bill 
Jr., discussed it and came up with an agreement, and we did 
have a bronze here in our warehouse. They’ve always had a 
good relationship, so it didn’t surprise me that they could work 
this out.

“They built a really nice frame box around the statue, which we 
saved so we can use it again if we ever had the need,” Covert 
continued. “They started building it in May 2015, then the 
statue was delivered later in the month. They did such a great 
job packaging it, extremely conscientious in what they had 
done.”

Hendrickson watched on as the bronze Storm Cat was low-
ered onto its temporary perch in Centennial Park on May 28, 
2015, nearly 30 years after the living Storm Cat ran just down 
the road. The statue presided over Centennial Park’s public 
dedication four days later.

Continued from Page 1
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Reardon had the Native Dancer statue ready for placement 
by the end of July that summer, and the switch was made to 
finally complete the park as it was drawn up. By early August, 
the Storm Cat statue was boxed up once again and carefully 
sent back to Lexington.

The Young family still has all three statues of their greatest 
star – one looking over his grave, one looking over his former 
place of business, and one tucked back away in storage, ready 
to be called into service whenever and however it’s deemed 
necessary. Its time in the sun might not have been as long as 
its contemporaries, but holding the title as the most prominent 
free agent equine statue in recent memory is an achievement 
worthy of note all its own.

nytbreeders.org  |  518.587.0777

Visit our website or call 518.388.0174
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Ten to Watch: 
Fasig-Tipton NY-Bred Day 2

By Joe Nevills

Hip 435, Bay colt by Outwork x Free as Tristan, by Crafty 
Friend, consigned by Denali Stud, agent. From the first crop 
of Outwork, this is a half-brother to multiple stakes winner 
Amberjack and G1-placed Associate.

Hip 442, Dark bay or brown filly by Bernardini x Gentle 
Gale, by Storm Cat, consigned by RFHF Bloodstock. A 
half-sister to English stakes-placed Timoneer. The dam is a 
half-sister to Breeders’ Cup Classic winner Raven’s Pass.

Hip 444, Shenu, Dark bay or brown colt by American 
Pharoah x Gitchee Goomie, by City Zip, consigned by Royal 
Bloodstock Sales, agent. G3 winner Gitchee Goomie’s first 
foal to race is a winner. This is the sale’s lone offering by 
Triple Crown winner American Pharoah.

Hip 473, Chestnut colt by Union Rags x J’ray, by Distant 
View, consigned by Indian Creek, agent. The multiple G3-win-
ning dam’s runners include multiple stakes winner General 
Jack. Horse of the Year Kotashaan is in the extended family.

Hip 489, Chestnut colt by Giant Surprise x Lake Toccet, by 
Toccet, consigned by Fort Christopher’s Thoroughbreds, 
agent. All four of Lake Toccet’s foals to race are winners, 
including multiple stakes winners Frostie Anne and Freudie 
Anne.

Hip 495, Bay filly by Outwork x Light and Variable, by 
Tiznow, consigned by Denali Stud, agent. The dam’s first 
winner is the English G3-placed stakes winner Bye Bye Hong 
Kong, and the fourth dam is foundation broodmare Get Lucky.

Hip 503, Gray or roan colt by Frosted x Maggie’s Storm, 
by Stormy Atlantic, consigned by Fort Christopher’s 
Thoroughbreds, agent for Kingsport Farm. A half-brother to 
G1 winner Comma to the Top and G3-placed stakes-winner 
Vending Machine. Also a member of Frosted’s first crop of 
foals.

Hip 519, Dark bay or brown filly by Freud x Mighty Good, 
by Good and Tough, consigned by Summerfield, agent. A 
full-sister to stakes winner Miss Narcissist and stakes-placed 
Fenwick Hall.

Hip 540, Dark bay or brown filly by Speightstown x New-
bie, by Bernardini, consigned by Sequel New York, agent 
for Chester & Mary Broman. Both of the dam’s foals to race 
are black type earners: Multiple stakes winner Newly Minted 
and stakes-placed New Girl in Town.

Hip 617, Bay filly by Twirling Candy x Soul Search, by A.P. 
Indy, consigned by Fort Christopher’s Thoroughbreds, 
agent for Kingsport Farm. A half-sister to G3 winner Jour-
ney Home, out of a multiple G1-placed dam. PRS
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