
Handicapping The Race For Broodmare
Of The Year At Its Halfway Point

By Joe Nevills
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The first six months of the year can do a lot to shape the 
Eclipse Award forecasts for several divisions, but it can also 
lay the foundation for strong arguments toward the Kentucky 
Thoroughbred Owners and Breeders Association’s Brood-
mare of the Year title.

Whoever emerges from the 2019 racing season with the 
award will join some of the cornerstones of the stud book and 
contemporary shapers of the on-track product, including the 
dams of Secretariat, A.P. Indy, Zenyatta, American Pharoah, 
and Justify.

The highly-coveted honor is open to mares who produced 
an offspring conceived and foaled in Kentucky that became 
a Grade 1 winner in the award year. Once those criteria are 
met, offspring who ran in previous years may be taken into 
account as well.

While the first half of the year features the Triple Crown 
races and top-dollar events like the Pegasus World Cup Invi-
tational Stakes, the Kentucky Broodmare of the Year honors 
are often swayed by late-season pushes, especially in the 
Breeders’ Cup. Regardless, every race has its early leaders, 
and these four mares hold some of the strongest hands as 
we pass the midway point. Contenders are listed in alphabeti-
cal order.

BEYOND THE WAVES
Dark bay or brown mare, 1997, by Ocean Crest x Excedent, 
by Exceller. Dam of Bricks and Mortar and Emerald Beech

The race for Horse of the Year is still very much up in the 
air, but winning out and closing with a statement victory in 
a Breeders’ Cup race would make Bricks and Mortar hard 
to ignore. 

The son of Giant’s Causeway has won all four of his starts this 
year, with G1 scores in the Pegasus World Cup Invitational 
Turf stakes, Old Forester Turf Classic Stakes, and Manhattan 
Stakes, as well as the G2 Muniz Memorial Handicap. He’s 
currently North America’s leading earner among those still in 
training, with $3,941,650.

Since 2000, the dam of that season’s Horse of the Year has 
herself earned Broodmare of the Year honors on five occa-
sions, making it far from a given, even if Bricks and Mortar 
remains on the winning track.

Other runners of note out of Beyond the Waves include G3 
winner Emerald Beech, stakes winner Beyond Smart, and 
Irish G3-placed Sir Ector.

CHARMING
Chestnut mare, 2005, by Seeking the Gold x Take Charge 
Lady, by Dehere. Dam of Omaha Beach and Take Charge 
Brandi

The past performances are strong for this mare, herself out 
of 2013 Broodmare of the Year Take Charge Lady.

Charming is by far the most successful heiress to her dam’s 
mantle, coming into the year with champion 2-year-old filly Take 
Charge Brandi, by Giant’s Causeway, already on her resume.

What puts her in contention for this year’s race is the early-
season efforts of Omaha Beach, who was the morning line 
favorite for the Kentucky Derby before scratching due to an 
entrapped epiglottis. The War Front colt earned that position 
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Stallion Spotlight

Tapit’s reputation as a stallion that 
can get a Belmont Stakes horse is one 
of the racing and breeding industry’s 
worst-kept secrets, but his ability to 
get a quality miler is not quite as her-
alded.

Gainesway stands arguably the two 
best examples of Tapit’s reproductive 
prowess at a mile, in 2012 Breed-
ers’ Cup Dirt Mile winner Tapizar and 
Grade 2 winner Anchor Down. The 
latter enters the 2019 yearling sale 
season with his first crop of foals, 
which have already set a solid pace at 
earlier auctions.

Anchor Down’s first group of weanlings sold for an average 
$51,025 last year, well clear of his initial stud fee of $10,000. 
His weanlings were spearheaded by a colt out of the stakes-
winning Kodiak Kowboy mare Lady Fifty Two, herself a half-
sister to G1 winner Lady of Fifty, who sold to bloodstock agent 
Steven Young for $125,000.

The stallion himself didn’t enter his first race until January of 
his 3-year-old season, but he made up for lost time by winning 
his debut at Gulfstream Park by two lengths, then following up 
with a 1 ½-length optional claiming score at the same track. 

Anchor Down primarily competed in New York and Florida, 
and hit his stride during his 5-year-old campaign when he 
made the jump into regular graded stakes competition. He 
held his own in a pair of Grade 1 races, then picked up his 
breakthrough victory in the G3 Westchester Stakes at Bel-
mont Park, where he skipped over a muddy mile to win by 6 
¾ lengths. He followed up on that effort with a second in the 
G1 Metropolitan Handicap.

Belmont Park proved to be Anchor Down’s favorite place 
to run, later going wire-to-wire in the G2 Kelso Handicap 
and drawing away by two lengths. He retired at the end 
of his 5-year-old campaign with five wins in 17 starts, and 
earnings of $734,254.

Entering stud at Gainesway was a return home for Anchor 
Down, who was born at the Lexington, Ky., farm, and ran for 
Arlo Racing after selling as a yearling for $250,000. He is 
out of the G3-winning Orientate mare Successful Outlook, 
making him a half-brother to G1 winner Sweet Lulu, and a 
full-sibling to G3 winner Iron Fist.

Anchor Down’s form and immediate family lean heavily 
toward dirt performance, but the foundation of his page 
lies on the turf. His third dam, Spring to Light, was stakes-

placed in Ireland, and produced a 
stakes-placed runner in England. 
Residing even further in the extend-
ed family is Sol Del Norte, who was 
a champion turf runner in Peru.

As a Gainesway-bred son of the farm’s 
cornerstone sire Tapit, Anchor Down 
represents a self-sustained effort to 
build Tapit’s resume as a sire of sires. 
He’s joined on the Gainesway stallion 
roster the aforementioned Tapizar 
and 2017 Belmont Stakes winner 
Tapwrit as potential in-house heirs to 
Tapit’s legacy.

At least 35 sons of Tapit have entered stud worldwide, 
meaning the competition will be stiff to be one of the 
standouts. Anchor Down covered 80 mares in his debut 
book, meaning he should have ample opportunity to find a 
runner to put him in that conversation. PRS
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QUESTION: Skin diseases can be so 
tricky to get rid of; should I be using a 
different product based on the type of 
skin disease my horse has, or is it just a 
long, frustrating battle regardless? 
 
DR. SCOTT PIERCE: Whenever I’m 
asked about skin problems, I usually 
ask Dr. Suzi White, a highly regarded 
professor at the University of Georgia, 
for her opinion. This is what she said: 

“Unless there is a specific disease I suggest a non-detergent 
plant-based shampoo for general bathing. Many horses, 
such as those on the track, are bathed every day. Thus, one 
wants to minimize removal of natural skin oils that make the 
skin more susceptible to adverse skin conditions.

Generally I am not in favor of iodine-based shampoos 
such as betadine, as the iodine dries the skin out. For 
really moist exudative lesions a two-percent chlorhexi-
dine shampoo or one of the malacetic acid shampoos 
will work well. There are shampoos that have both 
two-percent chlorhexidine plus either miconazole or 
ketaconazole at one to two percent that can be used 
on “unknown” lesions that may have either a superficial 
bacterial infection, dermatophyte or yeast infection. I am 
not in favor of four-percent chlorhexidine shampoos as 
this concentration may burn some horses.  

For horses with allergies or insect bite hypersensitivities, I 
usually recommend use of topical one-percent hydrocorti-
sone products, either in the shampoo or as a leave-on rinse 
or spray after bathing. 

Some authors (and me too) think frequent bathing of a 
horse with a disseminated dermatophyte infection (such 
as seen in young horses in training) will serve to disperse 

Dr. White

PRS

Improve the life of your horse.
THIS IS A JOINT EFFORT.

Cartilage & Joint Health
1.800.267.5707  v  barnchats.com

ASK YOUR VETERINARIAN
Treating Skin Disease   

PRESENTED BY

About

For advertising inquiries please
call Emily at 859.913.9633

Ray Paulick - Publisher  ray@paulickreport.com

Emily Alberti - Director of Advertising  emily@paulickreport.com

Scott Jagow - Editor-in-Chief  scott@paulickreport.com

Joe Nevills - Bloodstock Editor  joe@paulickreport.com

Natalie Voss - Features Editor  natalie@paulickreport.com

Chelsea Hackbarth - Racing News Editor  chelsea@paulickreport.com

Amy McLean - Print and Advertising Production

Frank Mitchell - Contributing Writer
COPYRIGHT © 2019, BLENHEIM PUBLISHING LLC

the spores of the organism and may also result in more 
hair breakage. I do think the crusts and scaling need to be 
removed (through bathing) prior to treatment with a topical 
leave-on medication. Also remember that dermatophytes 
live in the hair follicle, so gentle brushing of medication with 
a soft brush on the skin helps to ensure the medication 
reaches the skin surface (rather than staying on top of 
scales or crusts) and thus has access to hair follicles.  

If treating pastern dermatitis, the legs should be dried after 
washing and be thoroughly dry before any topical medica-
tions are applied. Since pastern dermatitis that does not 
respond to simple cleansing and drying may be multifacto-
rial in origin, I advise advice from a veterinarian.”
 
Dr. Scott Pierce is a practitioner and shareholder at Rood 
and Riddle Equine Hospital specializing in juvenile Thor-
oughbreds, upper airway endoscopy and public/private 
sales. Dr. Suzi White is a professor emeritus at the Univer-
sity of Georgia’s College of Veterinary Medicine focusing 
on respiratory disease, dermatology, and neonatology. 

By Dr. Scott Pierce & Dr. Suzi White
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with wins in the G2 Rebel Stakes and G1 Arkansas Derby.

The pack has caught up to Omaha Beach in the 3-year-old 
male division following his absence in the Triple Crown, but a 
strong return this summer and an Eclipse-worthy fall cam-
paign could secure titles for himself and his dam.

If Charming gets the nod, she would join Personal Ensign, 
out of Grecian Banner, as second-generation Broodmares 
of the Year.

QUAKE LAKE
Gray or roan mare, 2006, War Chant x Shooting Party, 
by Sky Classic. Dam of Country House, Mitchell Road, and 
Mr. Brix

As long at the Kentucky Derby is a brass ring that breed-
ers worldwide strive to grab, the dam of a Derby winner will 
always be in the discussion.

Country House, by Lookin at Lucky, was promoted to first in 
the Derby at a huge price after crossing the wire second. 
Prior to the historic victory, he finished second in the G2 
Risen Star Stakes and third in the G1 Arkansas Derby.

With the rest of Country House’s 3-year-old season potential-
ly in flux due to varying ailments, the burden of building Quake 
Lake’s resume will fall on Mitchell Road, by English Channel. 
She’s undefeated in three starts this year, with wins in the G3 
Gallorette Stakes and non-graded Albert M. Stall Memorial 
Stakes. Mr. Brix, by Flatter, has also contributed to the cause 
this year, winning the Caixa Eletronica Stakes in March.

While producing a Kentucky Derby winner gets a mare into 
the discussion, it’s hardly a slam dunk to land the title. Since 
1946, just five Broodmares of the Year have been named 
in the same year their son won the Derby - those being the 
dams of Justify, American Pharoah, Sea Hero, Secretariat, 
and Swaps. 

VISIONS OF CLARITY
Bay mare, 2000, by Sadlers Wells x Imperfect Circle, by 
Riverman. Dam of War of Will, Pathfork, and Tacticus

While the Derby producer has earned a same-season Brood-
mare of the Year title five times since the end of World War 
II, the dams of the Preakness winner have won under the 
same conditions five times since 2000 alone.

This year could add a sixth to that group, powered by Preak-
ness winner War of Will. The War Front colt rung up wins 
in the G2 Risen Star Stakes and G3 LeComte Stakes earlier 
this year, and he appears poised to keep racing into the sec-
ond half of the year.

Supporting War of Will is Pathfork, a Distorted Humor horse 
who made a splash in Ireland winning the G1 National Stakes 
and G2 Futurity Stakes earlier this decade. Distance special-
ist Tacticus, by A.P. Indy, (not to be confused with this year’s 
Triple Crown contender Tacitus) contributed a pair of stakes 
wins before suffering a fatal training accident in 2015. PRS
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Ten to Watch: 
Fasig-Tipton July Yearling Sale

By Joe Nevills

Hip 62, Gray or roan colt by California Chrome x Stay-
classysandiego, by Rockport Harbor, consigned by De-
nali Stud, agent. A half-brother to G2 winner Pretty N Cool 
from the first crop of the two-time Horse of the Year.

Hip 107, Bay colt by Into Mischief x Wealth Creation, by 
Super Saver, consigned by Taylor Made Sales Agency, 
agent. The first foal out of his winning dam, from the family 
of G3 winners Astrology and Lunarpal.

Hip 108, Chestnut colt by Ghostzapper x Whisper to 
Me, by Thunder Gulch, consigned by Taylor Made Sales 
Agency, agent. All four of Whisper To Me’s foals to race 
are winners, including G2 winner Overheard. Champions 
Winning Colors, Chris Evert, and Chief’s Crown are in the 
family.

Hip 155, Bay filly by Speightstown x Bureau de Change, 
by Exchange Rate, consigned by Brookdale Sales, agent. 
The first foal out of G3-placed Bureau de Change, from the 
family of G1 winners Avanzado and Astrious.

Hip 211, Bay filly by Uncle Mo x Feathered Diamond, 
by A.P. Indy, consigned by Taylor Made Sales Agency, 
agent. G3 winner El Areeb is a half-brother to this filly. 
Canadian Horse of the Year Ruling Angel is further down 
the page.

Hip 257, Bay filly by Malibu Moon x Iroquois Girl, by 
Indian Charlie, consigned by Four Star Sales, agent. 
Stakes-placed Iroquois Girl’s first foal is a Florida-bred.

Hip 261, Bay filly by Bodemeister x Jax El, by Unusual 
Heat, consigned by Valkyre Stud, agent. The stakes-
placed dam’s first foal to race was the G2 winner Dr. 
Dorr.

Hip 299, Bay filly by Into Mischief x Madagascat, by Tale 
of the Cat, consigned by Select Sales, agent for Mach-
mer Hall. A half-sister to stakes-placed runners Bird Is the 
Word and Exchange Cat. Champion Storm Bird is in the 
extended family.

Hip 314, Bay colt by Curlin x Michelle d’Oro, by Bernar-
dini, consigned by Bluewater Sales, agent. His second 
dam is the multiple G1 winner Champagne d’Oro, who is 
herself a half-sister to Belmont Stakes winner Ruler on 
Ice.

Hip 333, Dark bay or brown colt by Nyquist x Murky 
Waters, by Storm Creek, consigned by Stuart Morris, 
agent for Highclere & Partners. G1-placed stakes winner 
Red Vine is a half-brother to this colt from the first crop of 
Kentucky Derby winner Nyquist. PRS

1st Breeders’ Cup 
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