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Gate Dancer:
The Derby DQ Everyone Saw Coming
By Joe Nevills
Maximum Security’s disqualification in this year’s Kentucky
Derby was one of the most
significant in the sport’s history, but the ground the situation covered before and after
his number came down was
not completely uncharted.
Objections and inquiries are
incredibly rare in the Derby,
with this year’s race being
the sixth instance in 145
runnings, and just two horses
have been disqualified for
an on-track foul. It took 110
Gate Dancer
years for the first horse to
get taken down, and that dubious honor fell to Gate Dancer,
who crossed the line fourth behind winner Swale in 1984
but was disqualified to fifth.
Though it came at perhaps the worst possible time, running into trouble was not an unexpected outcome for the
enigmatic colt.
Trainer Jack Van Berg had spent Gate Dancer’s first nine
starts before the Derby trying to get his horse to keep his
head down and run in a straight line, going through five different jockeys and piles of equipment to little avail. He never
missed the board, and he never acted as badly in the mornings, but his weaving would often cost him wins.

that fit around his face like blinkers, giving him a distinct Easter
Bunny look. He still bumped
eventual winner Fali Time
before running second, but Van
Berg saw what he needed to
see.
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“It seemed as if the earmuffs
made him finally drop his head,”
Van Berg told the Louisville
Courier-Journal. “I’d always felt
that he ran with his head too
high; he looked like a goldurn
turkey going down the track.”
Continued on Page 7
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Look for fast first 2yos
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In the book “Jack: From Grit To Glory,” author Chris Kotulak
outlined jockey Eddie Delahoussaye’s description of Gate
Dancer as a distracted horse at the top of the stretch, paying more attention to the crowd and the grandstand than
the task at hand. The equipment change that ensued from
that feedback became Gate Dancer’s trademark for the
rest of his racing career.
“I’d seen how they trained and raced horses down in Argentina when I went down to buy horses,” Van Berg told Kotulak, “Many of those horses wore hoods that covered the
horses’ ears. I wanted to make a hood out of blinkers and
keep foam rubber in place in his ears. I hated cotton in my
ears as a kid so I didn’t want cotton in Gate Dancer’s ears.”
Gate Dancer came to the track for the G1 San Felipe
Handicap with a veritable sensory deprivation chamber on
his head, sporting a large shadow roll and earmuff covers
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Stallion Spotlight

Golden Lad Steps Out In Maryland
By Joe Nevills

The Fasig-Tipton Midlantic 2-Year-Olds
In Training Sale is the chief market for
freshman stallions in Maryland and the
surrounding states to show off their foals
one last time before the racetrack, and
no Maryland rookie is taking more shots
in the catalog than Golden Lad.
The 9-year-old Medaglia d’Oro horse has
nine juveniles cataloged in this year’s Midlantic sale, which is the most among any
stallion standing outside of Kentucky, regardless of their level of experience.

races saw him either unsaddle in the winner’s circle or as the runner-up. The last
win in that run came in the G3 Razorback
Handicap at Oaklawn Park at age four.
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Golden Lad

Golden Lad retired to Northview Stallion
Station in Chesapeake City, Md., for the 2016 breeding season,
and he was immediately met with interest from Maryland’s
breeders, who filled his inaugural book with 104 mares. He remained busy the following year, covering 91 mares.

That interest kept going as Golden Lad’s foals headed into the
auction ring. His first yearlings changed hands for an average
sale price of $25,523 in 2018, with almost all of them being
offered at the Fasig-Tipton Midlantic Fall Yearling Sale.
Golden Lad made a considerable splash at that auction, led by a
filly out of the winning Malibu Moon mare Slow and Steady who
sold privately to Hillwood Stable for $120,000. It was the cohighest price commanded by a horse sired outside of Kentucky,
and tied for the auction’s sixth-highest price.

Golden Lad became a regular face in
the handicap ranks after his Razorback
score, later notching wins in the listed
Essex Handicap at Oaklawn and Mountainview Handicap at Penn National. He
closed out his career with a hard-fought
score in the G3 Prairie Meadows Cornhusker Handicap to give him eight wins
in 15 career starts and earnings of
$645,320.

All eight of Golden Lad’s wins came at a mile or longer, topping
out with the Cornhusker and Mountainview Handicaps, each at
a mile and an eighth.
Golden Lad’s page brings with it a healthy bit of black type. Out of
the stakes-winning Seeking the Gold mare Broadway Gold, Golden Lad is a half-brother to G2 winner Broadway’s Alibi, who was
second in the 2012 Kentucky Oaks. His siblings also include G1placed stakes-winner R Gypsy Gold.

This year’s Midlantic sale will be the first buyers see of Golden
Lad’s juveniles during the 2019 auction season.

Broadway’s Alibi was a two-time winner as a juvenile, but
those looking for more evidence of precociousness in Golden Lad can find it under second dam Miss Doolittle, whose
produce record includes Dialed In. A winner at two himself,
Dialed In went on to become the leading freshman sire of
2016, led by Gunnevera, who won a pair of graded stakes
races that season.

Golden Lad himself didn’t start racing until May of his 3-yearold season, but he found his stride quickly. After a green, widerunning fifth-place effort in his debut, Golden Lad’s next seven

Golden Lad stands the current breeding season at Northview Stallion Station’s Maryland base for an advertised fee
of $5,000. PRS
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ASK YOUR INSURER

PRESENTED BY

Race Horse Owners
Liability Insurance
Equine insurance experts answer your questions about
insuring Thoroughbreds for the breeding and auction
realms. Email us at info@paulickreport.com if you have
a question for an insurer.
QUESTION: Is there an available type of coverage that
you think people don’t take
enough advantage of?
BRYCE BURTON: Race
Horse Owners Liability is an
under-utilized and extremely
important form of coverage
to have in place as an owner.
These liability policies are
relatively inexpensive and extremely easy to put in place.

Bryce Burton

QUESTION: What is Race
Horse Owners Liability coverage and why is it important?

BRYCE BURTON: Race Horse Owners Liability coverage is designed for an owner who is not directly
involved, or hands-on, with the training or breeding of
their horses. As a racehorse or breeding stock owner,
you face unique liability exposures for injury or damages resulting from the ownership of your horses. These
specific equine-related risks are normally excluded
under any run-of-the-mill homeowners or umbrella
insurance coverages that the owner may already have
in place. Race Horse Owners Liability is put in place to
specifically protect the owner in the event that there is
an incident where bodily injury or property damage occurs as a result of the ownership of one these horses.
An example would be if one of your horses were to
injure someone at the track while in training or cause
damage to a stable where he or she is boarded. Just as
a trainer has a liability policy in place for their operations, the last piece of the puzzle is the owner obtaining
Race Horse Owners Liability. This ensures that there
are no gaps in coverage among the connections.
Get the latest headlines delivered
to your inbox every morning with our
Morning Headlines email.

www.PAULICKREPORT.com
For advertising opportunities
please contact Emily Alberti at
859.913.9633 or emily@paulickreport.com

The policy covers each horse that is owned, racing or
breeding stock, and the coverage follows those horses
from track to track or farm to farm. The policy premiums are rated based on how many horses are owned
and the limits of liability that are chosen from the inception of the policy. You also have the option to place
umbrella liability coverage if the maximum liability
limits of $1 million per occurrence/$2 million aggregate aren’t sufficient. In order to place this coverage,
Underwriters will need a current schedule of owned
horses along with a completed application, which your
agent can assist you with.

Bryce Burton is a property and liability specialist for
Muirfield Insurance. He is from Frankfort, Ky., where
he grew up an avid race fan. His Thoroughbred racing fandom combined with a collegiate internship in
the insurance industry, culminated in a start in the
equine insurance field. Bryce has been with Muirfield
Insurance since 2014, following his graduation from
Transylvania University in Lexington. PRS
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ASK YOUR VETERINARIAN

PRESENTED BY

Are White Hooves Weaker?
By Dr. Scott Fleming
Email us at info@paulickreport.com if you have a question for a veterinarian.
QUESTION: There’s an old adage
that white hooves are weaker than
dark hoof material. Is there any
truth to this?
DR. SCOTT FLEMING: The topic of
hoof color and its corresponding
hoof quality has been a common
conversation topic amongst my
clientele for 20 years of shoeDr. Fleming
ing horses. As farriers, we treat
horses as having four individual
feet that are shod to their particular hoof conformation. The limb conformation above them that influences their shape and limb gait, and the horse’s discipline
that may have varying requirements. With so many
factors involved, it is common to have a pair of hooves
that don’t seem to match in health, shape, or quality. It
has also been said that solid hooves, be they white or
black, are better than mixed colored hooves where you
have a stripe of black in a predominantly white hoof or
vice versa.

FUN
FACT

There have been many studies over the last 50 years
looking into the relationship between color and quality. Many elements have been examined, including
measuring hoof wall elasticity under varying loads,
horseshoe nail retention forces that are indicative of
horse shoe retention across hoof colors, and abrasion
resistance, etc. Of the many prominent researchers
in the field of hoof study, Dr. Doug Leach was an early
and significant influence on what we know about the
hoof today. His works in the 1980s were the foundation for more specific studies going forward by other
researchers. In his PhD thesis, Dr. Leach found no
relationship between hoof color and rigidity as measured by vertical, lateral, and interior to exterior
forces applied to the hoof. Of the striped vs. solid color
hoof question, Dr. Leach remarked that if there was
a difference in structural integrity between the dark
and light pigmentation, we would see a break down
or some deviation at that junction from the two areas
responding differently to the high forces applied to the
hoof wall under load. In the same line as Dr. Leach’s
previous work, another study looked at elasticity as not
only compression but stretching and again found no
correlation to color.

The Preakness was first run in 1873,
two years before the first Run for the Roses.

Lastly, the relationship between how much force was
exerted to pull horseshoe nails from the wall of different colored hooves was performed. It was found that
no significant difference was established between dark
and light hooves.
We often see horses that seem to have a hoof that
isn’t as good as the opposite regarding shoe retention,
overall health, or hoof shape. These hooves are often
different colors, but the many internal and external
factors affecting these traits play a bigger role than
their color.

Scott Fleming grew up riding Western performance
Quarter Horses and working with cattle. Upon graduating from high school, Fleming attended farrier
school and graduated from veterinary school at Texas
A&M University in 2013. PRS

Improve the life of your horse.
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Cartilage & Joint Health
1.800.267.5707 v barnchats.com
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Honor Roll
Towering Start For White Pine Thoroughbreds
By Ray Paulick
the business working for Rusty Arnold, Lane’s End, Pin Oak
Stud and pinhookers Cary Frommer and Ciaran Dunne.
The White Pine Thoroughbreds (it’s named for the state
tree of Michigan) consignment prepped in Aiken, S.C., in
2018. It’s now based at the Thoroughbred Center in Lexington and has eight cataloged to the Midlantic sale, four
more than in 2018. Two of the eight are by Twirling Candy.
Arnold had trained one other offspring sired by the versatile Twirling Candy – the stakes-winning turf sprinter
Morticia – when Bo Bromagen and David Ingordo
bought Concrete Rose privately for $61,000 when she
went through the ring unsold.

COADY PHOTO

Concrete Rose
Concrete Rose posted one of the most eye-catching
victories of Kentucky Derby weekend at Churchill Downs
when she raced past unbeaten Newspaperofrecord,
the 1-5 favorite, to win the Grade 3 Edgewood Stakes
by 3 3/4 lengths. Owned by Ashbrook Farm and BBN Racing and trained by George R. “Rusty” Arnold, the Twirling
Candy filly out of Solerina, by Powerscourt, sold at the
2018 Fasig-Tipton Midlantic Sale of 2-year-olds in training and was from the first sales consignment ever for
John Wojczynski’s White Pine Thoroughbreds.
The win was Concrete Rose’s fourth from five career
starts – all on turf.
“We couldn’t be more excited about her,” said Wojczynski,
34. “She does a lot for us and for the consignment.”
Wojczynski moved to Kentucky in 2006 to find work in the
Thoroughbred industry after graduating from Michigan
State University. “I came from outside of the industry and
tried to do a tour of everything,” he said. He learned about

About
For advertising inquiries please
call Emily at 859.913.9633
Ray Paulick - Publisher ray@paulickreport.com
Emily Alberti - Director of Advertising emily@paulickreport.com
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Chelsea Hackbarth - Racing News Editor chelsea@paulickreport.com
Amy McLean - Print and Advertising Production
Frank Mitchell - Contributing Writer
COPYRIGHT © 2019, BLENHEIM PUBLISHING LLC

Though Concrete Rose has breezed well on dirt, Arnold
said she’s staying on turf for now. Next stop could be
the G1 Belmont Oaks, a race that is part of the new Turf
Tiara for 3-year-old fillies. It continues Aug. 2 with the
Saratoga Oaks and ends with the Jockey Club Oaks at
Belmont Sept 7. PRS
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Continued from Page 1

Gate Dancer drew the outside-most 20 post in the 1984
Derby, and the start was calamitous, getting off a step slow
and swerving out to the right. Delahoussaye and his mount
sat in 19th after the opening quarter-mile, and the next six
furlongs were used to improve their placing and get in position to make a move at the top of the stretch. Then came
the antics.
Swale was long gone by the turn for home, but Delahoussaye had navigated Gate Dancer through traffic to put him
on the outside with an unimpeded path to at least a minor
award. Right before the eighth pole, Gate Dancer brushed
up against his old San Felipe rival Fali Time and repeatedly
bothered him throughout the stretch, causing him to lose
momentum. Gate Dancer crossed the wire fourth, and Fali
Time came in fifth. After a steward’s inquiry and jockey’s
objection, the order was reversed. At the time, the race
only paid down to fourth place, meaning Gate Dancer had
bumped himself out of a $25,000 check.
Foreshadowing Maximum Security’s winding path 35 years
later, owner Ken Opstein presented video evidence arguing that Gate Dancer didn’t get his fair shake, courtesy of
Nebraska-based colleague Harry Farnham.
“He filmed the start of the Derby and, looking at it frame
by frame. He believes the man on the gate still had hold of
the horse when he broke,” Opstein told BloodHorse. “What
was remarkable about the race was that he was about 20
lengths behind and closed to be fourth.”

Van Berg also added one more piece to Gate Dancer’s
menagerie of equipment for the Preakness, a burr bit, designed to keep horses from leaning into the bit and veering
in that direction.
Gate Dancer and Cordero closed strong up the backstretch rail, and moved to the outside at the quarter
pole, once again with a clear path to the wire. Aside from
Cordero having to correct Gate Dancer gawking at the
grandstand with about three-sixteenths to go, their aim
was true, and they prevailed by a length and a half over
Play On, giving Van Berg his first classic win.
Perfectly tying the colt’s entire narrative together to that
point, the headline for the Thoroughbred Record’s recap
read, “He Didn’t Muff It This Time.”
Gate Dancer continued to run at the sport’s highest levels
for another two years, but he never fully kicked his reputation. Later that year, he and new rider Laffit Pincay Jr., were
accused by jockey Pat Day of putting runner-up Imp Society
into the rail at the top of the stretch en route to a wide-margin victory in the G3 Omaha Gold Cup Stakes at Ak-Sar-Ben.
Dirt flew off the rail when Imp Society brushed it, but the
judges determined Gate Dancer was not the instigator.
His bad acting caught up to him again that season during the
inaugural Breeders’ Cup Classic at Hollywood Park, where he
finished second to Wild Again, but was disqualified to third.

Gate Dancer came back surprisingly well from his troubled
Derby start, convincing Van Berg to go against his initial
plans and enter him in the Preakness Stakes. He came to
Pimlico Race Course with a new rider, Angel Cordero Jr.,
after Delahoussaye suggested their pairing wasn’t working
as hoped - or to hear Van Berg tell it, after Delahoussaye’s
agent lost his number.

Gate Dancer was so far back in the early goings of the
Classic, he didn’t appear on the screen in the replay, but
Pincay guided him into contention headed into the final turn
and swung him wide for the drive. A grinding three-way
stretch duel ended with Wild Again on the inside, a head in
front of Gate Dancer on the outside. Between them, a halflength back, was Slew O’ Gold, who got squeezed by Gate
Dancer in the fray and drew the foul.

“I figured that with both of them being a little crazy, they
ought to suit each other,” Van Berg said of recruiting
Cordero.

Gate Dancer lost a combined $376,000 in purse earnings
from his two high-profile disqualifications, but he did fine for
himself on the track, retiring with $2,501,705. PRS
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100% STARTERS
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Fasig-Tipton Midlantic
Two-Year-Olds In Training
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201

F.

Verrazano – Humor Section

226

F.

Fed Biz – Junoon

394

C.

Daredevil – Pure Value

472

F.

Lea – Silver Valley

482

F.

Declaration of War – Sonorous
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Ten to Watch:

Fasig-Tipton Midlantic 2YO Sale
By Joe Nevills

Hip 32, Bay colt by Tapit x Assateague, by Stormy Atlantic, consigned by Eddie Woods, agent. The second foal
out of a G3 winner, from the family of champion Althea and
Breeders’ Cup Classic winner Bayern.
Hip 41, Bay filly by Competitive Edge x Belvedera, by
Awesome Again, consigned by SBM Training & Sales,
agent. A half-sister to Plus Que Parfait, winner of the G2
U.A.E. Derby and competitor in this year’s Kentucky Derby.
Hip 236, Candy Bar, Dark bay or brown colt by Uncle
Mo x Lady Godiva, by Unbridled’s Song, consigned by
Eddie Woods, agent. G1 winner Leofric is a half-brother to
this colt.

defeating GUN RUNNER,
ACCELERATE, RUNHAPPY, etc.

Hip 263, Sagamore Mischief, Bay colt by Into Mischief
x Maddalena, by Good and Tough, consigned by Scanlon
Training & Sales, agent. This Maryland-bred is a half-brother to G2 winner Bern Identity, Turkish champion Agresivo,
and stakes-placed Battle of Evermore.
Hip 296, Bay filly by Pioneerof the Nile x Miner’s Secret,
by Mineshaft, consigned by Kirkwood Stables, agent.
Other runners of note out of Miner’s Secret include G2 winner Coal Front and G2-placed stakes winner Conquest Titan.
Hip 392, Bay colt by Bodemeister x Pull Dancer, by Pulpit,
consigned by All Dreams Equine, agent. All three of Pull
Dancer’s foals to race are winners, including G2 winner
Good Samaritan and G2-placed Brave Nation.
Hip 397, Bay colt by Flatter x Queen of America, by
Quiet American, consigned by Crane Thoroughbred
Services, agent. A full-brother to G3 winner Economic
Model and G2-placed stakes winner Your Love, and a half
to G2 winner Well Monied and G3-placed stakes winner
Jimmy Simms.
Hip 500, Chestnut filly by American Pharoah x Stopshoppingdebbie, by Curlin, consigned by Kings Equine, agent.
The second foal out of a multiple stakes winner, from the
first crop of Triple Crown winner American Pharoah.
Hip 503, Dark bay or brown filly by Liam’s Map x Stormy
B, by Cherokee Run, consigned by Scanlon Training &
Sales, agent. Stormy B’s five other foals of racing age are
all winners, including G2 winner Itsaknockout, stakes winner
Storm Power, and G3-placed Hot Sean.
Hip 575, Bay colt by Tapit x Visions of Clarity, by Sadler’s
Wells, consigned by Wavertree Stables, agent. His
siblings include Irish G1 winner Pathfork, U.S. G2 winner
and Kentucky Derby starter War of Will, and stakes winner
Tacticus. PRS

Speightstown – Without You Babe, by Lemon Dop Kid $10,000 LF

2018 Weanlings up to $140,000
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