
Sunday Silence: A Groundbreaking 
2-Year-Old Sale Graduate

By Joe Nevills

Continued on Page 5

At the time, a young Sunday Silence go-
ing through the ring and back to owner 
Arthur B. Hancock III under his reserve 
at the California sale of 2-year-olds 
at Hollywood Park was anything but 
notable. In retrospect, it was history 
being written.

The son of Halo’s ascension from an 
unwanted youngster into a Horse of 
the Year, Hall of Famer, and industry-
shaping stallion in Japan is woven into 
the fabric of horse racing’s narrative. 
However, the twice-bought-back Sunday 
Silence also holds a unique place in 
Thoroughbred auction history as the 
first 2-year-olds in training sale gradu-
ate to win the Kentucky Derby.

Bred by Tom Tatham’s Oak Cliff Thoroughbreds and boarded 
at Hancock’s Stone Farm in Paris, Ky., Sunday Silence was 
almost universally panned by trained eyes that came to the 
farm to inspect the crooked-legged colt. The open market 
was just as cold when they sent him out of the ring at the 
1987 Keeneland July Yearling Sale as a $17,000 RNA.

“We raised him, and [Oak Cliff’s] advisor didn’t want him,” 
Hancock said. “I took the ticket back and said, ‘I bought this 
colt back for you. He went too cheap.’ Tom said, ‘Well Arthur, 
we don’t want him because Ted [Keefer, Oak Cliff’s advisor] 
doesn’t like him.’ I stuck the ticket in my shirt pocket and 
thought, ‘Well, I just blew another $17,000.’”

“As a yearling, nobody liked him, and then as a 2-year-old, Billy 
McDonald told my partner Paul Sullivan, who went in on half of 
him after the Keeneland sale, that he was a ‘triple-zero,’” Han-
cock said. “Elaine Lawler said ‘thumbs-down,’ and Mary Bradley 
said, ‘I wouldn’t pay the bills on him if you gave me to him.’”

Sunday Silence was sent out to California and placed in 
the care of consignor Albert Yank with the aim of getting a 
fresh set of eyes on him on the West Coast. The pair had 
knocked it out of the park in the juvenile market the previ-
ous year, selling dual classic winner and champion Risen 
Star at the Fasig-Tipton Florida Sale of Selected 2-Year-
Olds in Training.

The Hollywood Park sale was also a strategic decision on the 
part of Hancock and Yank for its proximity to trainer Charlie 
Whittingham, who handled Hancock’s runners.

“The sales in California then were a big 
deal, and horses came in from all over 
the country, as well as Europe,” said 
bloodstock agent Rollin Baugh. “They 
always tried to schedule the sale so 
it wouldn’t interfere with Cheltenham, 
because people were coming in from 
Europe for the sale.”

Sunday Silence’s time as a juvenile sale 
prospect came before the high-pres-
sure, high-analysis breeze shows of 
modern 2-year-old sales. Instead, pro-
spective buyers watched as the horses 
turned in two-minute licks around the 
Hollywood Park oval, and stretched 
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Stallion Spotlight

The Big Beast commanded $32,000 
in the sales ring as a yearling. Seven 
years later, one of his foals sold for 
$850,000 at this spring’s Ocala 
Breeders’ Sales Co. March 2-Year-
Olds In Training Sale.

The time in between saw the Mary-
land-bred son of Yes It’s True become 
a Grade 1-winning sprinter and one of 
Florida’s most anticipated new stal-
lions, with his first crop of runners hit-
ting the track this spring. Until then, 
the best of his initial class has set him 
up well on the 2-year-old auction map.

The OBS March sale was a particularly strong coming-out par-
ty for The Big Beast as a sire of high-potential juveniles, with a 
draft that also included a colt who breezed in a sale-fastest :9 
3/5 seconds and sold for $450,000. The only other stallion 
with two offerings sold at that price point or greater at the 
OBS March sale was Triple Crown winner American Pharoah.

The higher-priced member of that duo, the $850,000 filly out 
of the Trippi mare Lucky Trip, was bred and consigned by Oc-
ala Stud, which also stands The Big Beast. The foundation for 
the 2-year-old sale market was laid by the O’Farrell family, and 
as such, its commercial breeding program goes to market ex-
clusively as juveniles.

“We don’t try to do too many different things,” said Ocala 
Stud’s David O’Farrell. “We stick to our program and believe 
in it. It’s gotten increasingly more difficult with the level of com-
petition at these 2-year-old sales, but we’re fortunate to still 
be able to compete, to be able to recruit stallions like The Big 
Beast and some others that we’re fortunate to stand.”

The Big Beast’s 2-year-olds have 
shown early speed in the under-tack 
shows, but the stallion himself didn’t 
begin his racing career until March of 
his 3-year-old campaign. After a pair 
of in-the-money efforts to begin his 
on-track endeavors, The Big Beast 
rolled off a four-race winning streak 
that included a hard-fought score in 
the Grade 1 King’s Bishop Stakes at 
Saratoga.

He returned at age four with a 1 
¼-length allowance victory before 
jumping back into the Grade 1 pool. 
He missed out on adding the G1 Al-

fred G. Vanderbilt Handicap to his mantle by a nose, and he fin-
ished his career with runner-up effort in the G1 Forego Stakes.

Florida’s breeders greeted The Big Beast with enthusiasm 
upon his arrival at Ocala Stud, with 103 mares bred in his 
initial season, the second-most by a Florida first-year stallion 
in 2016.

From an initial stud fee of $6,000, The Big Beast’s first crop 
of yearlings brought an average sale price of $22,054 during 
the yearling auction season of 2018. Leading the pack was a 
colt out of the High Cotton mare Faith Hall who sold to SGV 
Thoroughbreds for $70,000 at last year’s OBS October Year-
ling sale.

The Big Beast is himself out of the stakes-placed Deputy Min-
ister mare V V S Flawless, who was stakes-placed in the sum-
mer of her juvenile season. His extended family adds some 
turf credentials in G1 winner Slew The Dragon and G2 winner 
Slew the Knight. PRS

The Big Beast
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Equine insurance experts answer your questions about in-
suring Thoroughbreds for the breeding and auction realms. 

QUESTION: How do you deter-
mine the insured value of a horse 
on a Full Mortality policy?

BRYCE BURTON: The simplest 
scenario for both the policy-
holder and insurance carrier 
is when a horse is purchased 
at public auction, because the 
horse’s sum insured value 
is set at that purchase price 
from the start. There will be 
no veterinary requirements in 
order to place coverage on the 

horse. A private purchase falls within the same catego-
ry, as the private purchase price will determine the sum 
insured value of the horse. However, depending on the 
value, a veterinary certificate will most likely be required 
and the underwriters may ask for a bill of sale in order 
to confirm.

Determining the insured value of a racehorse isn’t as cut 
and dried as insuring a new purchase out of the sale. There 
are multiple factors that come into play. The underwriters 
will approve a value based on the value of the races the 
horse has been running in, the amount of money earned 
on the track, pedigree, value as a broodmare after retire-
ment for fillies, etc. With that being said, there is an “Agreed 
Value” endorsement included within Full Mortality policies. 
This endorsement states that the company agrees to pay 
you the full sum insured amount which was agreed to at 
the beginning of the policy period, unless A) The racer is 
entered into a claiming race where the claiming price is less 
than the agreed upon sum insured value; or B) an insured 
horse is entered into public auction and is an RNA at a 

ASK YOUR INSURER
Determining A Horse’s
Insured Value

Bryce Burton

lower amount than the agreed upon sum insured value. This 
is put in place to ensure that the market is continuously set-
ting the insured value and that the insured horse is covered 
for an appropriate amount.  
 
For foals and yearlings, the general rule of thumb is that 
the underwriters will agree a value up to two times the 
stud fee paid. As an example, the underwriters would 
have no problem agreeing a value up to $250,000 on 
a 2019 foal by Uncle Mo, as his 2018 stud fee was 
$125,000. The insurance carriers will always consider 
higher values on a case-by-case basis upon request de-
pending on the foals pedigree and other information that 
may lead to a higher valuation.

Bryce Burton is a property and liability specialist for Muir-
field Insurance. He is from Frankfort, Ky., where he grew up 
an avid race fan. His Thoroughbred racing fandom com-
bined with a collegiate internship in the insurance industry, 
culminated in a start in the equine insurance field. Bryce 
has been with Muirfield Insurance since 2014, following his 
graduation from Transylvania University in Lexington.
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their legs down the final straightaway.

Hancock came out from Kentucky to watch the colt gallop 
under exercise rider Jose Cuevas, and the reviews were posi-
tive from the saddle.

“He was a sharp guy,” Hancock said of Cuevas. “He said, ‘I 
like the way your horse travels.’ He thought he had a nice, big 
stride.”

Sunday Silence didn’t have much going for him in the looks 
department, but Hancock hoped the colt’s performance on 
the track would draw the attention of buyers. It ultimately 
didn’t, resulting in a $32,000 buyback, but it’s all about find-
ing the right person for the horse, and he’d achieved that 
goal.

“Charlie looked at him out there, but he didn’t bid on him,” 
Hancock said. “He called me after the sale and asked, ‘How 
much did you want for that colt?’ The reserve was $50,000, 
and I said, ‘If you take half for $25,000, that’d be great,’ and 
he said ‘I’m in.’”

Whittingham paid off his share in the horse with training fees, 
with no money actually being exchanged. However, Whitting-
ham later sold half of his stake to Dr. Ernest Gaillard, forming 
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68 f.  Pioneerof the Nile–Gone Purrfect 10.2 
76 f.  Carpe Diem–Grandtessa 10.1 
99 c.  Liam’s Map–Hay Jude 21.4 
145 c.  Fed Biz–Icee Sara 10.1  
162 c.  Commissioner–Inner Groove 21.2
188 f.  Street Sense–Jon’s Lady 10.2 
194 c.  First Samurai–Juke 10.1 
201 c.  Race Day–Just Married 10.1  
242 c.  Sky Mesa–Lady Lavery 9.4  

269 c.  Twirling Candy–Liberty’s Lyric 21.1  
281 f.  Make Believe (GB)–Lisselan Diva (IRE) 9.4  
286 c.  Competitive Edge–London Bid 10.3  
379 c.  Super Saver–Mutakaway 10.1 
392 c.  Candy Ride (ARG)–My Super Nova 10.0 
402 f.  Will Take Charge–Nefertiti 21.1 
492 f.  Sky Mesa–Pretty Cool 10.1 
525 c.  Munnings–Ramblin Rosie 10.1 
605 f. American Pharoah–She Be Classy 10.2 
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the trio that would go on to campaign the horse on the track.

Sunday Silence went on to show that looks don’t always 
equate to talent, racking up a resume that included victories 
in the Kentucky Derby, Preakness Stakes, and Breeders’ Cup 
Classic en route to the 1989 Horse of the Year title. 

When Needles became the first Florida-bred to win the 
Kentucky Derby, there was a figurative gold rush of horse-
men who quickly established farms in the state in an attempt 
to emulate the success. Sunday Silence was the first juvenile 
sale graduate to win the Derby, but the 2-year-old auction 
market was already well-established by the late 1980s, and 
graduates like Risen Star had proven that a classic winner 
could come out of that marketplace. 

Paired with a bloodstock marketplace on the downturn in 
the early 1990s, Sunday Silence’s landmark Derby score did 
not become the spark to the 2-year-old auction market that 
comparable trailblazing wins have been in the past.

“Anytime a horse wins a major race, it’s flattering to the con-
signor, breeder, all the people associated to it,” Baugh said. 
“It was a compliment to the market, but I don’t think it caused 
half a dozen new people to come in and spend more money 
because of that.” 
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Ten to Watch: 
OBS Spring Book 1

By Joe Nevills

Hip 129, Dark bay or brown filly by Daredevil x Holy Blitz, 
by Holy Bull, consigned by Hartley/De Renzo Thorough-
breds, agent. A half-sister to champion sprinter Judy the 
Beauty who breezed in :10-flat.

Hip 157, Bay colt by Into Mischief x Indian Gracey, by 
Indian Ocean, consigned by McKathan Bros, agent. Out 
of a G1-placed mare, this colt breezed an eighth in :10 1/5 
seconds.

Hip 289, Dark bay or brown filly by Hard Spun x Lotta 
Rhythm, by Rhythm, consigned by Hemingway Racing and 
Training Stables, agent. G1-placed Enaya Alrabb and G3-
placed Hattaash are half-siblings to this filly, from the family of 
Horse of the Year Rachel Alexandra. She breezed in :10 1/5.

Hip 330, Bay filly by Into Mischief x Meadow Breeze, by 
Meadowlake, consigned by Niall Brennan Stables, agent. 
G1 winner Meadow Breeze is also the dam of G1-placed 
Royal Copy. The filly breezed a quarter in :20 3/5.

Hip 374, Dark bay or brown filly by Medaglia d’Oro x 
More Oats Please, by Smart Strike, consigned by Randy 
Bradshaw, agent. A half-sister to G1 winner Peace and 
War, this Florida-bred filly breezed in :10 2/5.

Hip 395, Dark bay or brown colt by Bodemeister x 
My Tina, by Bertrando, consigned by Scanlon Training 
& Sales, agent. G1 winner and young stallion Midnight 
Storm is a half-brother to this colt, and he covered an 
eighth in :10 1/5.

Hip 444, Bay filly by Quality Road x Paris Rose, by Accel-
erator, consigned by de Meric Sales, agent. Decelerator, 
a G3 winner and South African group stakes producer is a 
half-sister to this filly. She breezed in :9 4/5.

Hip 445, Chestnut colt by American Pharoah x Par-
ris Hill, by A.P. Indy, consigned by Sequel Bloodstock, 
agent. Parris Hill is a half-sister to Broodmare of the 
Year Take Charge Lady, putting this colt in the family of 
champions Will Take Charge and Take Charge Brandi. 
She breezed in :10 1/5.

Hip 453, Bay colt by Speightstown x Pay Lady, by Seeking 
the Gold, consigned by Scanlon Training & Sales, agent 
for Excel Bloodstock. A half-brother to G1 winner Light-
house Bay who covered an eighth in :9 4/5.

Hip 538, Bay filly by Malibu Moon x Red Hot Bertie, by 
Tabasco Cat, consigned by S G V Thoroughbreds, agent. 
Red Hot Bertie’s foals include stakes winner Red Hot Bud-
dha, G2-placed Cue the Moon, and stakes-placed Knockout 
Bertie. The New York-bred breezed in :9 4/5. PRS
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