
Kentucky Farm Time Capsule:
Stoner Creek Stud

By Joe Nevills
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The debate over John D. Hertz’s greatest impact on the 
Thoroughbred industry typically falls on one of two sides.

On one hand, the master of Stoner Creek Stud in Paris, 
Ky., campaigned a pair of Kentucky Derby winners: Reigh 
Count and homebred Triple Crown winner Count Fleet, 
both of which became stallions of note.

The other side of the argument is felt every time a horse-
man gets off a plane in a new destination and heads 
straight for the rental car desk.

Hertz, a native of Austria-Hungary, emigrated with his 
family to Chicago at age five, and worked his way up the 
ladder from selling newspapers to writing in them. He 
later moved on to selling cars, but when he had a backup 
of supply, he adapted to the situation to found the Yellow 
Cab taxi company. In 1924, he moved into the rental car 
space with Hertz Drive-Ur-Self System, known today as 
the Hertz Corporation.

In the time between scrapping to sell papers and running 
major transit companies, Hertz got his first hands-on 
exposure to horse racing as a jockey’s valet at a bush 
track in Roby, Ind. He ventured into ownership in the early 
1920s at the behest of artist Roy Carruthers and Jack 
Keene, one of the eventual founders of Keeneland Race 
Course.

Hertz, whose horses raced under the name of his wife, 
Frances “Fannie” Hertz, started locally, basing their Thor-
oughbred operations at Leona Stock Farm in Cary, Ill. 
They purchased the 1914 Belmont Stakes winner Luke 
McLuke to be their foundation stallion, and found early 
success with the homebred Anita Peabody, who was 
named champion 2-year-old filly of 1927.

The Hertzes found their biggest star yet when they pur-
chased Reigh Count, then a 2-year-old running at Sarato-
ga for Swamp Root tonic magnate Willis Sharpe Kilmer. 
During a trip to upstate New York, Hertz watched Reigh 
Count pass a foe at the sixteenth pole and, adding injury 
to insult, reach over and bite his rival on the neck.

Hertz, who in a past life was an amateur boxer, could 
appreciate the colt’s moxie, and bought Reigh Count for 
$12,000. Reigh Count won the 1928 Kentucky Derby 
and Jockey Club Gold Cup the following year en route to 
Horse of the Year honors, and he traveled to England to 
win the Coronation Cup in 1929.

“I always loved a fighter, man or horse,” Hertz said.

Hertz had become successful in his business and Thor-
oughbred endeavors, but the paranoia of dealing with 
outside threats, including pressure from the local mafia 
during his taxi-owning days, never left him. The trophies 
on his mantle were attached to a siren that sounded 
whenever a piece was moved, loud enough to be heard 
throughout town.

Despite his accomplishments, Hertz was unsatisfied with 
the output of his Illinois farm, and he bought the parcel of 
land in central Kentucky that became Stoner Creek Stud 
in 1939 on the advice of Arthur B. Hancock Sr., of nearby 
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Stallion Spotlight

Flintshire could have stood nearly 
anywhere in the world and fit neatly 
into the stallion register.

Between his pedigree and on-track 
resume, the 9-year-old son of Dan-
sili touches just about every point on 
the map. A British-born Juddmonte 
Farm homebred, Flintshire is out of 
the French Group 2 winner Dance 
Routine, and he’s a full sibling to a 
French stakes winner. Go back an-
other generation, and European 
champion Enable, winner of last 
year’s Breeders’ Cup Turf, can be 
found on the page.

On his own accord, Flintshire won graded or group stakes 
races in the U.S., France, and Hong Kong, and he’s G1-placed 
in England and the U.A.E. He sits in 10th among all-time lead-
ing earners with at least one North American start, with 
$9,589,910.

When he retired to Hill ‘n’ Dale Farms in Lexington, Ky., for 
the 2017 breeding season, he did so backed by a partner-
ship that was just as worldly, with China Horse Club and SF 
Bloodstock joining Juddmonte and Hill ‘n’ Dale.

The profile of North American turf racing and breeding has 
grown steadily, and Hill ‘n’ Dale’s John G. Sikura has been 
adept at getting ahead of the tide. That was apparent when 
turf champion Kitten’s Joy moved to Hill ‘n’ Dale for the 2018 
breeding season and finished the year as the continent’s 
leading sire by general earnings.

In Flintshire, Hill ‘n’ Dale has an opportunity to remain firmly 
in front of that tide for the foreseeable future.

“I think he has all the credentials to 
be a really good stallion,” Sikura said. 
“With the Breeders’ Cup juvenile turf 
races [including the new Juvenile 
Turf Sprint] and all the turf oppor-
tunities in America, I think the mar-
ket’s expanded for a turf horse. He’s 
certainly a horse with all the merit 
you could expect. You couldn’t write 
a better pedigree or race record, 
and he had turn of foot.”

Flintshire has nine newly-turned year-
lings cataloged to this year’s Keenel-
and January Horses of All Ages Sale, 
which will aim to build on the founda-

tion set by the stallion’s first weanlings last fall. He had 16 wean-
lings change hands in 2018 for an average price of $44,510. 

The most expensive Flintshire weanling sold at auction last 
year was a colt out of the unraced Saint Ballado mare Bal-
lade’s Girl who sold to J.C. Bloodstock for $145,000 at the 
Keeneland November Breeding Stock Sale. 

The mating with Ballade’s Girl leaned into her past success 
as a broodmare, which includes G3 winner Coalport and 
French stakes winner Jolly Good Kitten, both by Kitten’s 
Joy. Sikura said many of the mares in Flintshire’s first book 
heaped strength upon strength, which made it easy to proj-
ect where the stallion’s foals should succeed.

“He was a turf horse, his pedigree was turf, and our anticipa-
tion is that his success will come as a turf sire,” he said. “The 
majority of his mares were either turf mares or from lines 
that work on either surface. We had great support from Jud-
dmonte and our partners. Everybody did their part to supply 
mares and give him a chance.” PRS

Flintshire

Flintshire’s First Yearlings
By Joe Nevills
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Curlin - Bullville Belle, by Holy Bull

Baccari Bloodstock  Blue Devil Racing Stable  Bonne Chance Farm  Doug Branham  Castleton Lyons  Colts Neck Stables LLC  
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Frederick  Todd Frederick  Ernest Frohboese  Green Lantern Stables  Linda Griggs  H & E Ranches  Ghislaine Head  Brad Heath  

James Herbener  Hidden Lake Farm  HnR Nothhaft Horse Racing  Kevin & Tammie Hulse  G. Watts Humphrey  Hunter Valley Farm  

Inwood Stable  J.C. Davis Farm  Jackson Purchase Farm  JSM Equine LLC  Justice Farm  Keene Ridge Racing  Charles L. Kidder 

& Partners  Kinsman Farm  Klaravich Stables  Knowles Farm  Laberinto Farm & Racing Stables Corp  Steven Laymon  Curt Leake  

Lyster Thoroughbred Co  Machmer Hall  Mark McDonald  McKathan Brothers  Mercedes Stable  Millennium Farms  Joe Mulholland  

Nesco II Limited  Off The Hook Partners  William Pape  John Penn  Peter A. Berglar Racing Interests  Phoenix Farm & Racing LLC  

Mike Pietrangelo  Paul Pompa  Popatop LLC  Rachid Brothers  Rivermist Farm  Jerry Romans  Rookie Thoroughbreds  Sabana Farm 

LLC  Saxony Farm  Sheltowee Farm  Mrs. J. V. Shields  Rodney & Laurie Shockley  C. Nancy Shuford  Siena Farms LLC  Sparks 

View Farm  St. Elias Stables  Rick Stivers  Stud TNT LLC  Sugar Maple Farm & H. Lewis Rapaport  Summerfield Sales  Sun Valley 

Partners I  Nancy Terhune  Three Chimneys Farm  Tom Evans  Two Hearts Farm LLC  Tom VanMeter  Caroline Von Rosenberg  Lester 

Wagner  Watershed Bloodstock  Waymore LLC  Patrick Welsh  Tommy Wente  Westrock Stables  Westwind Farms  White Fox Farm  

Woodford Thoroughbreds  Woods Edge Farm  Emily Wygod  Xavier International Bloodstock LLC  Michael Yovankin
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Equine insurance experts answer your questions 
about insuring Thoroughbreds for the breeding and 
auction realms. 

Email us at info@paulickreport.com if you have a ques-
tion for an insurer.

QUESTION: How do the pro-
cess, options, and rates differ 
for insuring a broodmare 
prospect compared with a 
veteran broodmare?
 
BRYCE BURTON: The process 
of having a broodmare pros-
pect insured is the same as 
insuring a veteran broodmare. 
In order to bind coverage, ob-
taining a quote from your agent 
is the first step. Once the quote 
is accepted by the insured, the 

agent will instruct the company to issue the policy on the 
owner’s behalf. Unless the mare is purchased at auction, 
a veterinary certificate or statement of health form will 
also need to be completed on the mare in order to bind 
coverage.  
 
The coverage options for both a broodmare prospect 
and veteran broodmare are Full Mortality, Prospective 
Foal, and Barrenness coverage. Full Mortality coverage, 
also known as all-risk coverage, will cover the mare for 
death due to any cause. Once the mare is confirmed 42 
days in foal, the owner will also have the option to place 
Prospective Foal Insurance, covering the mare’s unborn 
foal until a specified amount of time after birth. Lastly, 
the owner has the option of placing Barrenness cover-
age on the mare, which insures that the mare will get 
in foal given that she is covered by the stallion a mini-
mum of two times during two separate oestral periods. 
Barrenness coverage is more likely to be placed on a 
broodmare prospect or young broodmare in conjunc-
tion with a No Guarantee season purchase.
 
The rates can differ when insuring a broodmare 
prospect as opposed to a veteran broodmare. The 

ASK YOUR INSURER
Insuring Broodmare
Prospects vs. Veterans

Bryce Burton

Full Mortality rate for a broodmare prospect will be 
the same until the mare is roughly 13-15 years old, 
depending on the carrier. At that time, the mare is 
considered overage and the Full Mortality rate quoted 
by the carrier will be higher. When placing Prospec-
tive Foal and Barrenness Prospective Foal insurance 
coverages, there are a handful of variables that will 
directly affect the rate provided by the company. 
Generally, insuring a prospect or young broodmare 
for Prospective Foal and/or Barrenness will result in 
a more favorable rate than a veteran, which is more 
likely to have a blemish on her produce record.

Bryce Burton is a property and liability specialist for 
Muirfield Insurance. He is from Frankfort, Ky., where 
he grew up an avid race fan. His Thoroughbred rac-
ing fandom combined with a collegiate internship in 
the insurance industry, culminated in a start in the 
equine insurance field. Bryce has been with Muirfield 
Insurance since 2014, following his graduation from 
Transylvania University in Lexington.

PRESENTED BY
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Veterinarians at Rood and Riddle Equine Hospital answer 
your questions about sales and healthcare of Thoroughbred 
auction yearlings, weanlings, 2-year-olds and breeding stock.

Email us at info@paulickreport.com if you have a question 
for a veterinarian. 

QUESTION: What’s the deal 
with Potomac Horse Fever? I 
thought that only happened on 
the East Coast, but I hear of 
cases here in Central Kentucky.

DR. BILL GILSENAN: Potomac 
Horse Fever (PHF) is a disease 
of horses characterized by an 
acute onset of diarrhea, dull-
ness, and inappetence. As the 
name implies, fever typically 
accompanies these clinical 

signs. In approximately 20 to 30 percent of cases, 
laminitis can develop, sometimes in the absence of diar-
rhea. Laminitis secondary to PHF is often severe and 
rapidly induces dramatic changes in the feet. Therapeu-
tic intervention with oxytetracycline in a timely manner 
improves the horse’s potential for recovery.  

Neorickettsia risticii is an obligate intracellular bacte-
rium and is the cause of PHF. Transmission of N. risticii 
starts with the bacterium infecting flatworms. Ultimate-
ly, aquatic insects (caddisflies and mayflies) become 
infected with N. risticii. Horses can inadvertently ingest 
these infected insects. The mechanism by which an 
episode of disease is induced is not completely under-
stood. Clinical disease is usually seen sporadically on 
farms, although outbreaks do occur. Importantly, PHF is 
not directly contagious from horse to horse.

The reliance of N. risticii on aquatic intermediate hosts 
has resulted in a definite seasonal pattern, with cases 
usually seen from mid-summer to late fall. The complex-
ity of PHF transmission posed a diagnostic challenge 
when clusters of disease were noted. The identifica-
tion of N. risticii as the cause of PHF occurred in the 
late 1970s and early 1980s following an outbreak of 
disease in Maryland and Virginia. The term ‘Potomac 
Horse Fever’ was reportedly coined by a television 
reporter, referring to the river that runs between these 
two states. The term is not a great descriptor of the 
disease but it stuck nonetheless. 

Once PHF was defined as a clinical entity, written ac-
counts of the disease increased. To date, exposure to 
N. risticii has been documented horses in at least 43 

ASK YOUR VETERINARIAN
Potomac Horse Fever’s
Deceptive Name   By Dr. Bill Gilsenan

Dr. Gilsenan

states (including Kentucky) and in at least 4 Canadian 
provinces (Alberta, Manitoba, Nova Scotia, and Ontario). 

The term ‘Potomac Horse Fever’ suggests that this is a 
disease of the Northeast. However, enterocolitis caused 
by N. risticii was probably much more geographically wide-
spread than anticipated when it was initially recognized 
nearly 40 years ago. Cases of PHF are diagnosed in cen-
tral Kentucky every summer and fall. This recognition is 
more likely a consequence of heightened awareness of the 
disease rather than geographic expansion of the disease.  

Bill Gilsenan received his veterinary degree from the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania in 2008. Following an internship 
at Colorado State University, he completed a residency in 
large animal internal medicine at the New Bolton Cen-
ter—University of Pennsylvania. He held a faculty position 
at the Virginia-Maryland College of Veterinary Medicine 
until joining the staff at Rood and Riddle Equine Hospital 
as an internal medicine specialist in 2015. PRS
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Clark Shepherd remembers the first time he laid eyes on 
Mind Your Biscuits, a New York-bred Posse colt breeders 
Samantha and Chris Baccari sent to him and then-partner 
Bert Welker to sell as a short yearling out of their Allied 
Bloodstock consignment at the 2014 January Sale.

“Physically, he was as good as they come as far as a baby 
goes,” Shepherd recalls. “He had the walk, he had an atti-
tude. He stood out and commanded that kind of presence.”

Produced from Jazzmane, an unraced daughter of Toc-
cet, the colt brought a final bid of $47,000 from Carrie 
and Craig Brogden’s Machmer Hall, which would pinhook 
him to Fasig-Tipton’s August New York-bred sale. He 
stalled at the same price and was bought back.

“Posse was not a commercial darling, so $47,000 was 
a home run,” said Shepherd. “He brought as much as a 
Posse was going to bring. Insert Medaglia d’Oro or Tapit 
(as sire) and he brings six figures easy. It’s not like Posse 
is a slouch. He’s just not commercial.”

Chad Summers liked what he saw when Mind Your Bis-
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Honor Roll
Mind Your Biscuits

By Ray Paulick

Mind Your Biscuits
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cuits left the ring unsold in Saratoga and bought him pri-
vately. Summers and his father and brother were looking 
for a New York-bred to pinhook to a 2-year-old sale.

“We did that knowing that if he didn’t sell we’d be okay 
racing him,” he said. 

Mind Your Biscuits was sent to Susan Montanye to be 
broken and prepped for the OBS April sale where he 
RNAed again for $47,000 after getting catalogued in 
the final hips of a four-day sale. 

A three-time G1 winner sprinting (Malibu Stakes, Golden 
Shaheen twice), for Summers and partners, Mind Your 
Biscuits finished a nose short in the 2018 G1 Met Mile 
after Teruya Yoshida’s Shadai Farm bought into the colt 
to stand him in Japan. He retired with earnings of nearly 
$4.3 million after winning 8-of-25 starts, with 10 seconds.

Summers said he’ll visit Mind Your Biscuits for a Feb. 3 
stallion show at the Shadai Stallion Station on the island of 
Hokkaido. PRS
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Claiborne Farm.  While Hertz went down in history as the 
head of Stoner Creek Stud, he noted in a 1956 address 
to the Thoroughbred Club of America that his horses 
raced under his wife’s name for a reason.

“The greatest day of my life was when I married Fanny,” 
he said. “We decided then that all the big decisions would 
be made by me, and the little ones by Fanny. Well, we 
never had any big decisions after that. She decided them 
all. She owns Stoner Creek Stud in Paris, all the horses 
and stock thereon, and myself.”

After starting his stud career in Illinois, Reigh Count was 
relocated to Claiborne in 1936, then he was moved to 
the Hertzes’ new operation in 1939. His first crop as a 
Stoner Creek resident included a colt named Count Fleet, 
who would ensure the farm remained at the forefront of 
the industry for decades to come.

Racing as a homebred, Count Fleet was named champion 
2-year-old male of 1942, then became the sixth Triple 
Crown winner the following season, on his way to being 
named Horse of the Year. When Count Fleet was four, the 
wealthy Texan William Tecumsah Waggoner offered Hertz 
a reported $1 million for the colt, but he was rejected.

“I think a fellow who would pay $1 million for a horse 
ought to have his head examined,” Hertz said after the 
negotiations. “And that the fellow who turned it down 
must be absolutely unbalanced.”

Count Fleet retired to Stoner Creek in 1944, and 
achieved greatly at stud, led by 1951 Kentucky Derby 
winner Count Turf, Belmont Stakes winners Counterpoint 
and One Count, and champion sophomore filly Kiss Me 
Kate. He was North America’s leading sire of 1951, and 
he went on to be the broodmare sire of the mighty Kelso.

Hertz died in 1961 at age 82, at which point Stoner 
Creek had grown to 730 acres. 

The farm found a new purpose as a Standardbred facil-
ity following Hertz’s death. Connecticut-based Norman 
Woolworth and North Carolina textile company owner 
Paul Johnston, both highly successful in the harness 
realm, purchased the land and raised five Hambletonian 
winners. Count Fleet, already a pensioner at the time of 
the purchase, remained on the farm and he was buried 
there following his death in 1973.

The land continues to be a fertile ground for Standard-
bred runners, eventually being purchased by Margareta 
Wallenius-Kleberg of Sweden. Today, the property is 
owned by Steve and Cindy Stewart, who merged Stoner 
Creek with the nearby Woodlawn Farm to form Hunter-
ton Farm. The operation bills itself as the world’s largest 
Standardbred farm that doesn’t stand a stallion, and it 
is a perennial leading sale consignor, breeding over 200 
mares per year and selling about 150 yearlings.

Continued from Page 1

PRS
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SELLING MONDAY, JANUARY 7  
at the Keeneland January Horses Of All Ages Sale

HIP 165

HIP 337

HIP 397K

STRATEGIC DREAMS
G3 Placed/Stakes Winner at 2yo & 3yo

Precocious, Dirt Sprinter
Ran a HUGE, G1W-caliber 5 ¾ TG at 2yo

HILLS OF BEVERLY
I/F to #1 sire by G1Ws- QUALITY ROAD

½ to G2W CHICAGO STYLE  
who makes ’19 debut in G2 on Saturday

FATALE BERE (FR)
G1 Winner in 2018

Debut and Stakes winner at 2yo
Multiple Graded Stakes winner at 3yo
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Ten to Watch: 
Keeneland January Book 1

By Joe Nevills

Hip 40, M d’Oro, Dark bay or brown filly by Medaglia d’Oro 
x Violent Beauty, by Gone West, consigned by Baccari 
Bloodstock, agent. A full sister to G1 winner and young sire 
Violence, offered as a racing or broodmare prospect. Cham-
pion Sky Beauty is her third dam.

Hip 82, Bay colt by American Pharoah x Please Sign In, by 
Doc’s Leader, consigned by Hurstland Farm, agent. Certify, 
a G1 winner in England, and U.S. G1 winner Cry and Catch 
Me are half-siblings to this colt.

Hip 189, Uchitel, Bay mare by Afleet Alex x Party Cited, by 
Alleged, consigned by Taylor Made Sales Agency, agent. 
The dam of G3 winner Suddenbreakingnews is offered in-foal 
to Arrogate.

Hip 190, Unacloud, Gray or roan mare by Unaccounted 
For x Cloud’s Ambre, by Two Punch, consigned by Taylor 
Made Sales Agency, agent. Her produce record includes 
G1 winners Meadow Breeze and Overanalyze, G1-placed 
Majesto, and G2-placed Mighty Monsoon. She sells pregnant 
to Distorted Humor.

Hip 288, Abel Tasman, Bay mare by Quality Road x Vargas 
Girl, by Deputy Minister, consigned by Taylor Made Sales 
Agency, agent. The champion 3-year-old filly of 2017, and 
likely contender for champion older female of 2018, sells as 
a broodmare prospect.

Hip 397K, Fatale Bere, Bay filly by Pedro the Great x Mofa 
Bere by Saumarez, Property of Elite. A G1 winner in the U.S. 
and stakes-placed in her native France. Offered as a brood-
mare prospect.

Hip 415, Lightscameraaction, Chestnut filly by Will Take 
Charge x Stop the Lights, by Storm Cat, consigned by 
Gainesway, agent. A G2-placed racing or broodmare prospect 
from the family of G1 winners Stop Traffic and Cross Traffic.

Hip 440, Media Mischief, Bay mare by Into Mischief x Me-
dia Nox, by Lycius, consigned by Eaton Sales, agent. Three 
of her siblings are graded or group stakes winners, and three 
are graded or group stakes producers. She carries her first 
foal, by Pioneerof the Nile.

Hip 620, Bay filly by Uncle Mo x Zoftig, by Cozzene, con-
signed by Eaton Sales, agent. A half-sister to G1 winners 
Zo Impressive and Zaftig. Three of her sisters are stakes 
producers.

Hip 702, Dissipate, Bay mare by Frankel x Nebraska Tor-
nado, by Storm Cat, consigned by Mill Ridge Sales, agent 
for Juddmonte Farms. An unraced sister to two stakes 
producers, in-foal for the first time to Flintshire. PRS

Rick Nichols, Vice President/General Manager 
Gregory Clarke, Farm Manager  •  Kent Barnes, Stallion Manager

(859) 224-4585 • www.shadwellfarm.com

SHADWELL 
STALLIONS

Speightstown – Without You Babe, by Lemon Drop Kid   •  $10,000 LF

G1 SW Over $1.8 Million  • Won Breeders’ Cup Dirt Mile-G1  
de feating  GUN RUNNER ,  ACCELERATE,  RUNHAPPY,  e tc.

1st Crop Weanlings
$82,500 AVG.

$80,000 MEDIAN
4 Offered, 4 Sold  including:

$140,000 Hip 1069 colt to Gerry Dilger, agt.
$110,000 Hip 2399 colt to En Fuego Stables

TAMARKUZ

HIGHEST
Average & Median  

by a 1st Crop Son of  SPEIGHTSTOWN 


