
Kentucky Farm Time Capsule:
Almahurst Farm

By Joe Nevills
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Central Kentucky is filled with 
properties that have produced 
quality horseflesh over the 
course of centuries, but few can 
boast the kind of diverse resume 
seen from Almahurst Farm, 
known today as Ramsey Farm.

Though its history pre-dates the 
formation of the state in which 
it resides, Almahurst’s time as a 
nursery of racehorses essential-
ly comes in three acts: first as a 
generational all-purpose outlet 
for quality racehorses, then as 
a producer of Standardbreds, 
and most recently as the home 
base for the two-time Eclipse 
Award winners as outstanding 
breeder, Ken and Sarah Ramsey.

The first documented ownership of the property, centrally 
located between Lexington, Nicholasville, and Wilmore, came 
in 1783 when James Knight obtained a 160-acre land grant 
from the governor of Virginia for his service in the French and 
Indian War. The Commonwealth of Kentucky would split from 
Virginia and become its own state nine years later.

The farm’s racing heritage began with the great grandsons 
of the original proprietor, with three brothers – William, F.D. 
“Dixie,” and Grant Lee Knight - each branching off in different 
directions.

The most notable product from the trio’s programs was 
Exterminator, who was born in 1915 to breeder of record 
Dixie Knight. However, many historical reports suggest that 
Exterminator’s dam, Fair Empress, was actually owned by 
Knight’s mother, Mrs. M.J. Mizner, and Knight received the 
credit for handling the paperwork side of the business. 

Exterminator, who sold as a yearling for $1,500, went on 
to win the 1918 Kentucky Derby and retired in 1924 with 
earnings of $252,996 – nearly $3.7 million in modern funds. 
He is a member of both the U.S. and Canadian Racing Halls 
of Fame.

William Knight also delved into the Thoroughbred realm, with 
his most notable product being Claude, a horse who raced 
108 times and won the California, Tennessee, St. Louis, and 
Canadian Derbies as a 3-year-old.

Grant Lee Knight took his interest in a different direction, 

establishing his part of the 
property to raise Standardbred 
runners. 

His son, Henry Knight, inherited 
Grant Lee’s stake in the farm, 
bought out his uncles’ shares, 
and rechristened it Almahurst 
Farm, combining the name of 
his wife, Alma, with the word 
“hurst,” a wooded grove or 
meadow.

Though he was a key cog in 
operating the farm prior to tak-
ing it over, Henry Knight spent 
much of his earlier years as a 
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Stallion Spotlight

Few horses enter stud with the 
kind of resume California Chrome 
brought with him when he retired to 
Taylor Made Stallions in 2017. Now, 
the two-time Horse of the Year will 
try to pass that talent on to the next 
generation.

From an on-track standpoint, Califor-
nia Chrome’s resume is unimpeach-
able. 

He showed precociousness as a 
2-year-old, racing seven times and 
winning a trio of one-turn California-
bred or -sired stakes races over the 
all-weather main track of the former Hollywood Park and at 
Del Mar. The flashy chestnut parlayed that into his storied 
Triple Crown near-miss, taking the G2 San Felipe Stakes and 
G1 Santa Anita Derby before winning the Kentucky Derby 
and Preakness Stakes, then finishing fourth in the Belmont 
Stakes.

California Chrome wrapped up his first Horse of the Year 
campaign with a third in the 2014 Breeders’ Cup Classic 
and a G1 win on turf in the Hollywood Derby.

A truncated campaign at four still included a second in the 
G1 Dubai World Cup and a win in the G2 San Pasqual Stakes, 
but he came back with force at age five. 

After redeeming himself with a win in the Dubai World Cup, 
California Chrome locked down his second Horse of the Year 
title with wins in the G2 San Diego Handicap, the G1 Pacific 
Classic and G1 Awesome Again Stakes, and the listed Winter 
Challenge Stakes, and a second in the Breeders’ Cup Classic.

In total, California Chrome won 16 
of 27 starts – at distances span-
ning from 4 ½ furlongs to a mile and 
a quarter, with stakes wins on dirt, 
turf, and synthetic - for earnings of 
$14,752,650.

California Chrome is part of an elite 
club of multiple Horse of the Year 
winners whose ranks during the 
Eclipse Awards era includes Wise 
Dan, Curlin, Cigar, John Henry, Af-
firmed, Forego, and Secretariat. The 
three horses in that group that went 
on to become active stallions – Cur-
lin, Affirmed, and Secretariat – have 

all gone on to sire Eclipse Award winners themselves. 

A 7-year-old son of Lucky Pulpit, California Chrome is out of the 
winning Not For Love mare Love The Chase. His extended fam-
ily includes U.S. champion Cascapedia, U.A.E. champion Big 
Jag, G1 winner Republic Lass, G2 winners Duc D’sligovil, Ms. 
Mostly and Glacial Stream, and G3 winner Cascading Gold.

California Chrome was near the forefront among his class 
of incoming sires when his first in-foal mares went through 
the sale ring last fall. He had four pregnant mares bring a 
combined $625,000 in 2017. Their average sale price of 
$156,250 ranked him fourth among first-book covering 
sires, while he was second in the class by median price at 
$150,000.

California Chrome’s debut crop includes 105 reported foals. 
The Fasig-Tipton Kentucky Fall Selected Mixed Sale features 
one of the champion’s weanlings in its catalog, while the 
Keeneland November sale has 14 entries in its pages. PRS

California Chrome

California Chrome
By Joe Nevills
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Veterinarians at Rood and Riddle Equine Hospital answer 
your questions about sales and healthcare of Thoroughbred 
auction yearlings, weanlings, 2-year-olds and breeding stock.

Email us at info@paulickreport.com if you have a question 
for a veterinarian. 

QUESTION: When a buyer is 
looking at a broodmare who 
has a gap in her produce 
record, how concerned should 
the buyer be about her breed-
ing soundness?

DR. TOM RIDDLE: The buyer 
or his/her representative 
should definitely investigate 
the reason for the gap in the 
produce record. Whatever the 
reason, the mare’s value will 
be affected because there will 
be fewer runners that could 

race well and therefore improve her catalog page. 
Consultation with a bloodstock agent on the effect of 
barren years on the mare’s value would be important.

Other causes for blank years could include situations 
that might not affect her reproductive soundness, 
such as not being bred for financial or legal reasons, 
but usually there is a veterinary issue that should be 
considered carefully. 

The buyer and his/her veterinarian should discuss the 
issues that led to the gap and/or gaps and decide if 
there is a medical reason that might affect the mare’s 
ability to conceive, maintain, and deliver a healthy foal. 
There are some causes for going barren which may 
be “red flags” for the mare’s likelihood of delivering 
a healthy foal. These would include problems related 
to reproduction such as dystocias (difficult foalings), 
cervical or other damage to the reproductive tract, 
chronic uterine infections, poor vulvar conformation, 
abnormal ovaries, and genetic abnormalities. 

Non-reproduction health problems that could cause 
gaps in a mare’s produce record include all issues 
related to the mare’s general health, including colics, 
bad feet, neurologic disease, respiratory dysfunction, 
and difficulty maintaining weight. 
The mare’s age should always be considered, as older 
mares have been found to be less fertile and an aged 
mare is statistically less likely to produce a vigorous, 
successful runner. There are many exceptions to this 
rule, but a buyer should consider the odds he/she is 

ASK YOUR VETERINARIAN
Produce Record Gaps
By Dr. Tom Riddle

Dr. Riddle

up against when they make their purchase.

The consignor should be able to provide answers 
about blank years in the mare’s produce record or 
should refer the prospective buyer to someone who 
is familiar with her history. Buying a mare is a big 
investment, not only in the purchase price, but in her 
required care after the sale. Problems will arise even 
when a thorough investigation is made, but every ef-
fort should be made to reduce the risk.

Dr. Thomas Riddle received his veterinary degree from 
the University of Georgia in 1978 and came to Cen-
tral Kentucky to intern with Dr. Don Witherspoon at 
Spendthrift Farm. He joined Dr. Bill Rood’s ambulatory 
practice in 1982, and in 1985 the two purchased the 
land on which Rood and Riddle Equine Hospital now 
sits. The hospital now includes three campuses and is 
owned by 23 shareholders.
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Equine insurance experts answer your questions 
about insuring Thoroughbreds for the breeding and 
auction realms. 

Email us at info@paulickreport.com if you have a ques-
tion for an insurer.

QUESTION: What options are 
available to insure the in-utero 
foals that are purchased with 
a broodmare at auction?

BRYCE BURTON: “In Utero, 
or Prospective Foal Insurance 
(PFI), can be put into effect once 
a mare has been declared 42 
days in foal or more. This cover-
age can be effected not only 
during the breeding season of 
the year bred, but also on mares 
purchased at public auction.
 

The total amount of coverage put in place is usually 
determined by the purchase price at auction. The gen-
eral rule of thumb provided by the carriers is that the 
maximum amount of coverage that they will place is 
up to two times the stud fee of that unborn foal or 50 
percent of the purchase price at auction, whichever 
is less. The remaining amount of coverage (purchase 
price less the amount placed for PFI coverage) will 
be placed in the form of Full Mortality on the mare her-
self. In certain circumstances, values can be submit-
ted to the Underwriters for approval. 
 
The first decision that the insured is faced with is 
with respect to the insured value of the PFI policy. 
For example, if a mare is purchased for $100,000 at 
auction and is carrying a foal by a sire whose stud fee 
was $20,000 in 2018, the policyholder is able to set 
a value of up to $40,000. The remaining $60,000 of 
the purchase price is then covered under a separate 
Full Mortality policy on the mare.
 
The options provided by the carriers also relate to 
the length of the coverage following the birth of the 

ASK YOUR INSURER
Covering In-Utero Foals
By Bryce Burton

Bryce Burton

foal. For example, the insured has the option to place 
Prospective Foal Coverage to 24 hours, 7 days, 30 
days, 45 days, and even 1 year after birth in 2019. A 
veterinary certificate is not required on the foal until 
the Prospective Foal policy is expired at one of those 
aforementioned time frames. There are a couple of 
carriers who offer automatic rollover, meaning that 
the PFI policy is automatically rolled over into a Full 
Mortality policy on the foal, with no veterinary require-
ments, for a full year following the foal’s birth.”

Bryce Burton is a property and liability specialist for 
Muirfield Insurance. He is from Frankfort, Ky., where 
he grew up an avid race fan. His Thoroughbred rac-
ing fandom combined with a collegiate internship in 
the insurance industry, culminated in a start in the 
equine insurance field. Bryce has been with Muirfield 
Insurance since 2014, following his graduation from 
Transylvania University in Lexington.
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Watching Separationofpowers find Grade 1 success in 
both her 2- and 3-year-old seasons has been bittersweet for 
Greenfield Farm founder Bruce Gibbs. The Candy Ride filly 
is one of the last bred by his long-time friend and business 
partner Jerre Paxton, who died suddenly in 2015 after suf-
fering a heart attack. 

“It was kind of a shock, definitely bittersweet to lose him 
as a friend, a client, and a partner,” Gibbs said. “We went 
through a lot of ups and downs together… I first worked for 
him for 12 years, then boarded horses for him for another 
20 years.”

Paxton’s grandfather designed KwikLoc, the plastic tabs 
that are often found holding the ends of bread bags twisted 
shut. Gibbs recalled that the product was originally designed 
to hold apples inside of plastic bags when they stopped be-
ing sold in wooden crates. Today, the international company 
sells its product all over the world for any number of differ-
ent uses.

When Paxton died, Gibbs was tasked with dispersing all his 
friend’s breeding stock at the 2015 Keeneland November 
sale. Then a weanling, Separationofpowers was a part of 
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Honor Roll
Separationofpowers
By Chelsea Hackbarth

Separationofpowers

THANK YOU
TO CLIENTS, BUYERS AND CREW
FOR ALL OF YOUR SUPPORT

that dispersal, and brought a final bid of $190,000 from 
De Meric Stables. She races in the colors of Seth Klar-
man’s Klaravich Stables.

Separationofpowers’ granddam Lasting Code (by Lost 
Code) raced in Washington under Paxton’s Northwest 
Farms banner, winning seven listed stakes and earning a 
total of $187,870. Bred to Empire Maker, Lasting Code 
produced the winning mare Shehadmefromhello in 2006, 
who visited Candy Ride eight years later for the cross that 
resulted in Separationofpowers.

“She was really a Candy Ride type,” Gibbs said of Separa-
tionofpowers. “She was pretty balanced for a weanling, a 
good medium size. It’s kind of hard to judge them at that 
age, but she was a nice one from the start.”

Conditioned by Chad Brown, Separationofpowers holds 
victories in the G1 Frizette Stakes and the G1 Test, and 
has never finished worse than fourth in any of her seven 
career starts. So far in her career, Separationofpowers 
has earned $772,500. PRS
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salesman, first dealing in shoes, then moving up to Cadillacs, 
interrupted by a tour of duty in World War I. He eventually 
joined General Motors where he became a high-level special 
accounts representative.

Almahurst Farm blossomed under Henry Knight’s watch, ex-
panding the property to more than 2,100 acres and national 
prominence in both racing breeds. 

His first success was on the Standardbred side, breeding 
multiple world record-setter and Hall of Famer Greyhound.

Knight operated by the theory of “buy in bulk, sell individu-
ally in small units.” This philosophy led to several big-ticket 
purchases including the entire equine stock of Emerson 
Woodward at Valdina Farm, totaling more than 100 horses, 
for $750,000. He had them all sold again within six months. 
With a business partner, Knight bought out the 171-head 
breeding stock and young horse interests of the late William 
G. Heils for $1 million.

On the distribution side, Knight was famous for “Knight’s 
Night,” an evening of trade during the Fasig-Tipton Saratoga 
Select Yearling Sales set aside specifically for Almahurst 
products, which regularly raised the record for gross and 
average sale price for a single night’s trade at the sale. 

Knight never kept a racing stable, but to ask him, the best 
Thoroughbred he ever bred was Nail, a precocious gray colt 
who won the Futurity Stakes, Remsen Stakes and Pimlico 
Futurity for owner Fifi Widener.

With a combination of bulk and quality in his bloodstock 
interests, Knight became North America’s leading breeder 
by wins and earnings in 1955, 1956, and 1957. However, 
Knight had retired from the Thoroughbred side in 1955, dis-
persing his stock for a then-record $1,035,800, and keeping 
his Standardbreds. He later pieced Almahurst apart to family 
and sold the remaining parcel.

S.A. Camp, a Standardbred breeder, bought the surviving 
862.3 acres of Almahurst in 1960 for a reported $650,500 
– roughly $5.6 million in today’s funds. The farm then sold 
again in 1963 to P.J. Baugh, a state senator from North 
Carolina. The negotiations took place over a private dinner, 
and the closest thing to a legal document the two had avail-
able at the time was a napkin, on which they wrote down the 
terms and signed.

Baugh operated the farm as one of the country’s biggest 
Standardbred operations for three decades, but concurrent 
declines in his health and Kentucky’s Standardbred industry 
led him to put the farm on the market in the early 1990s. He 
stayed in the business, though, and retained the Almahurst 
name on a different property.

The Ramseys stepped in to buy and rechristen the then-
378 acre property for $3 million in 1994. Among the 
horses they owned at the time was Kitten’s First, the even-
tual dam of their champion runner and cornerstone sire 
Kitten’s Joy.

Continued from Page 1

PRS
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Ten to Watch: 
Keeneland November Book 1

By Joe Nevills

Hip 28, Bay filly by Tapit x Bubbler, by Distorted Humor, 
consigned by Hill ‘n’ Dale Sales Agency, agent. A half-sister 
to champion Arrogate, who retired as North America’s all-
time leading earner.

Hip 103, Bay filly by American Pharoah x Keertana, by Jo-
har, consigned by Denali Stud, agent. Multiple G3 winner 
Keertana’s first foal to race is the G3 winner Ticonderoga.

Hip 111, Lady Eli, dark bay or brown mare by Divine Park 
x Sacre Coeur, by Saint Ballado, consigned by Hill ‘n’ Dale 
Sales Agency, agent. The champion turf female of 2017 is 
offered in-foal to War Front. She was a G1 winner each year 
from ages two to five.

Hip 112, Lady Ivanka, bay filly by Tiz Wonderful x Lady 
Leftennant, by Officer, property of Elite. Her two starts as 
a juvenile last year were both wins, including the G1 Spin-
away Stakes. She is a racing or broodmare prospect.

Hip 177, Sailor’s Valentine, gray or roan filly by Mizzen 
Mast x Sortilege, by Tale of the Cat, consigned by Taylor 
Made Sales Agency, agent. The winner of last year’s G1 
Ashland Stakes goes through the ring as a racing or brood-
mare prospect.

Hip 188, Dark bay or brown filly by Curlin x Serena’s Cat, 
by Storm Cat, consigned by Hill ‘n’ Dale Sales Agency, 
agent. All five runners by Serena’s Cat are winners, includ-
ing champion Honor Code, G2 winner Noble Tune, stakes 
winner Declarationofpeace, and stakes-placed Lady Serena.

Hip 221, Tiffany’s Honour, dark bay or brown mare by 
Street Cry x Better Than Honour, by Deputy Minister, 
consigned by Lane’s End, agent. A daughter of Broodmare 
of the Year Better Than Honour, making her a half-sister to 
champion Rags to Riches and Belmont Stakes winner Jazil, 
among others. She sells in-foal to Medaglia d’Oro.

Hip 227, Bay filly by War Front x Treasure Trail, by Pulpit, 
consigned by Claiborne Farm, agent for Edward A. Cox Jr. 
Dispersal. G3 winner Long Island Sound is a full brother.

Hip 245, Zipessa, chestnut mare by City Zip x Precious 
Princess, by Horse Chestnut, consigned by St. George 
Sales, agent. A G1 winner who goes through the ring carry-
ing her first foal, by Medaglia d’Oro.

Hip 245E, Union Strike, dark bay or brown filly by Union 
Rags x Classic Strike, by Smart Strike, consigned by 
Taylor Made Sales Agency, agent for Ruis Racing. This 
G1-winning racing or broodmare prospect is a half-sister 
to G2 winner Handsome Mike and stakes-placed Classic 
Sense. PRS
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FIRST FOALS IN 2019!

UNDEFEATED  
in 1st Five Starts
Fountain of Youth-G2 • Holy Bull-G2 

Remsen-G2 • Nashua-G2

by Tapit

Rick Nichols, Vice President/General Manager 
Gregory Clarke, Farm Manager  •  Kent Barnes, Stallion Manager
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