
Kentucky Farm Time Capsule:
Idle Hour Stock Farm

By Natalie Voss

Continued on Page 7

It’s not unusual, when you look 
at one of Kentucky’s historic 
Thoroughbred farms, to find 
the land has changed hands 
through the ages. Each new 
owner brings a little of their 
own flair to the operation; 
bloodlines and business plans 
change. There is something of 
an exception on one piece of 
property along Old Frankfort 
Pike in Lexington, where two 
different owners took similar 
approaches to success. Idle 
Hour Stock Farm, as it was 
known under Col. E.R. Bradley, 
and Darby Dan Farm, as the 
property has been called since 
John Galbreath’s reign, both 
made their mark on the American Thoroughbred by mixing 
it with European blood.

Idle Hour was born in 1906 when Bradley bought 336 
acres formerly known as Ash Grove Farm and renamed it. 
Ash Grove had been a base for a Standardbred operation 
in the late 1800s. 

Idle Hour was something of a prescription for Bradley; 
the Colonel had started his life working in the steel mills 
of Pennsylvania, then moved west, where he learned the 
business of gambling. He owned the Beach Club casino in 
Palm Beach and was a partner in an El Paso gambling club 
with his brother John. 

In 1898 he saw a doctor in Chicago for an unnamed ill-
ness and legend has it the physician suggested an active, 
outdoor lifestyle. In an era where sporting gentlemen took 
their country air on horseback, Bradley translated this 
suggestion to mean he should buy a racehorse. He bought 
a colt named Friar John the same year and won a $300 
race in the debut of his silks. 

In five years, Bradley had his first decent horse, a stakes 
runner named Bad News, and three years after that 
owned a farm. He decided, as many newcomers to rac-
ing do, he would like to breed and race a Kentucky Derby 
winner, so he consulted English veterinarian and pedigree 
expert Dr. M. M. Leach to figure out the probability of the 
lofty goal. “Maybe,” Leach said, “If you are lucky, you could 
pull it off in 15 years of careful study.”

Bradley did it in 13 years with Behave Yourself. 

Bradley was an experimenter, 
happy to invest in ideas to see 
where they might lead. He 
put money into Fair Grounds 
with little success, but had 
better luck with a share of 
Hialeah Park. He introduced 
the skull-cap helmet, which 
would become popular with 
jockeys for most of the 1900s, 
and even experimented with 
eyeglasses for horses (which 
went about as terribly as you 
might guess, as the horses 
panicked when their vision was 
suddenly blurry). 
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Stallion Spotlight

The Kentucky November sales will 
be the first commercial test for mul-
tiple Grade 1 winner Frosted on the 
strength of his foals themselves, but 
the stallion has passed every test lead-
ing up to that point with flying colors. 

The son of Tapit retired to the Jo-
nabell Farm base of Darley America 
in 2017 for an advertised fee of 
$50,000, the highest of his class of 
incoming stallions that year. 

When his first pregnant mares went 
through the ring last fall, Frosted 
was once again at the forefront, top-
ping all first-year covering sires by gross and median sale 
price. His 16 in-foal mares sold at auction in 2017 brought 
a combined $3,055,000, with a median price of $255,000.

Now that Frosted has foals on the ground and in the Novem-
ber mixed sale catalogs, Darley’s Darren Fox said the stallion 
has continued to live up to expectations.

“Frosted has been stamping his first crop of foals with im-
mense quality and substance,” Fox said. “They are leggy, well-
conformed foals with sharp, attractive heads, powerful shoul-
ders, and great hips. They are frequently the best foals on their 
respective farms.”

A homebred for the operation of Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, Frosted hails from a family that has 
served the ruler of Dubai’s equine interests well.

Frosted is out of the G2-winning Deputy Minister mare 
Fast Cookie, whose other notable runners include the G3-
placed Indulgent. 

Sheikh Mohammed’s purchase of 
Robert and Janice McNair’s Ston-
erside Farm, along with its nearly 
280-horse portfolio, brought Fast 
Cookie into the Darley broodmare 
band. The purchase also included 
Fast Cookie’s half-brother Midship-
man, who went on to win champion 
2-year-old male honors in 2008 af-
ter winning that year’s Breeders’ 
Cup Juvenile. Fleet Lady, the dam of 
both Fast Cookie and Midshipman, 
was also part of the deal.

Frosted is Tapit’s all-time lead-
ing earner among the sire’s North 

American runners, retiring with earnings of $3,972,800. 
His 3-year-old campaign was highlighted by wins in the G1 
Wood Memorial Stakes and G2 Pennsylvania Derby, with 
runner-up efforts in the Belmont Stakes, and the G2 Holy Bull 
Stakes and Jim Dandy Stakes. He also finished third in the 
Travers and fourth in the Kentucky Derby.

He spent the winter of his 4-year-old season in Dubai, win-
ning the G2 Al Maktoum Challenge Round 2 and finishing 
fifth in the Dubai World Cup. When he returned to the U.S., 
his first two starts were wins in the G1 Metropolitan Handi-
cap and the Whitney Stakes. The campaign was strong 
enough to merit a spot as an Eclipse Award finalist for 
champion older male.

Frosted’s 126 reported foals in his first crop tied him for 
second-most among this year’s class of newcomers. He has 
five weanlings cataloged in the Fasig-Tipton Kentucky Fall 
Selected Mixed Sale, and 21 in the Keeneland November 
Breeding Stock Sale. PRS

Frosted

Frosted
By Joe Nevills
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Veterinarians at Rood and Riddle Equine Hospital answer 
your questions about sales and healthcare of Thoroughbred 
auction yearlings, weanlings, 2-year-olds and breeding stock.

Email us at info@paulickreport.com if you have a question 
for a veterinarian. 

QUESTION: Oral electrolyte supple-
mentation in horses: worth its salt?

DR. PETER MORRESEY: There is 
great wisdom in the old saying, “You 
can lead a horse to water, you can’t 
make it drink.”  While the horse is 
likely the best judge of its needs most 
of the time, domestication and use 
create situations where it is neces-
sary to intervene.

Electrolyte supplementation of horses with oral products 
is widely practiced and considered good management 
where it is predicted a deficiency could arise.  Stress –
whether imposed by exercise, social changes, or trans-
portation – results in weight loss from loss of water and 
tissue mass. Some researchers suggest supplementing 
with sodium chloride prior to and during exercise or 
stress, but the horse must be allowed adequate time to 
eat and drink afterward.  

There is evidence that dehydrated horses will not eat, 
and water alone is not effective in restoring hydration to 
horses that have exercised and depleted their energy 
stores.  Water and especially potassium are also needed 
after exercise to allow regeneration of energy stores and 
preservation of body tissue mass.  Horses must main-
tain correct blood concentrations of electrolytes, which 
allow them to retain ingested water in the correct body 
compartments during rehydration.

During exercise, the administration of concentrated elec-
trolyte pastes has been shown to increase water con-
sumption and replace electrolyte losses.  It is reasonable 
to conclude that during any stressful period, including 
transport or sales activity, similar water and electrolyte 
changes will occur, albeit of lesser magnitude but no less 
importance.

As with all things, moderation is prudent. In one study, 
the number and grade of gastric ulcers was increased 
in horses that received a concentrated electrolyte 
supplement in water by mouth compared to horses that 
received the same volume of water alone.  That is not to 
say electrolyte supplementation is not beneficial, as the 
effects of large electrolyte losses in sweat in exercising 
horses can be profound, requiring aggressive treatment 
to correct.  

ASK YOUR VETERINARIAN
Electrolyte Supplements
By Dr. Peter Morresey

Dr. Morresey

Study results are not uniformly consistent in recommend-
ing an ideal electrolyte combination to administer under 
any particular condition.  However, if a balanced electrolyte 
product is not administered to excess, harm to the horse 
is unlikely and benefits are reasonable to expect.

While the jury may still be out for some people on the 
practice of giving horses an electrolyte supplement 
prior to transport or sale, one thing is not in doubt: 
supplements of any kind, including electrolytes, are not a 
substitute for a balanced diet, close observation during 
exercise or stressful periods, and consideration of the 
horse a whole.  

Dr. Morresey began his career in New Zealand as a 
mixed animal practitioner following graduation from 
Massey University in 1988. He completed a theriogenol-
ogy residence at the University of Florida and spent time 
as part of the clinical faculty at the University of Penn-
sylvania. Areas of interest include reproduction, internal 
medicine, neonatal medicine, veterinary business and 
Chinese medicine.

PRESENTED BY

PRS

Improve the life of your horse.
THIS IS A JOINT EFFORT.

Cartilage & Joint Health
1.800.267.5707  v  barnchats.com



SWINEBROAD-DENTON, INC 
Walt Robertson, Auctioneer 

(859) 277-6188

JUSTICE REAL ESTATE 
www.kyhorsefarms.com 

(859) 255-3657

ABSOLUTE AUCTION 
HISTORIC WALMAC FARM 

3395 PARIS PIKE, LEXINGTON, FAYETTE COUNTY,  KY 
248 +/- ACRES 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 8—10:00 A.M. 

Historic and world-renown Walmac Farm was founded in 1976 by John T. L. Jones, Jr., and 
counts among its immediate neighbors such industry stalwarts as Spendthrift and 
Gainesway Farms and is located across Paris Pike for Keeneland’s Kentucky Horse Center. 

The farm’s 248 acres have the capacity to board and breed approximately 20 stallions (this 
complex is certainly adaptable to a world-class yearling complex) and has stood some of the 
world’s leading sires including Nureyev, Miswaki, Alleged, etc.  The farm has an additional 
55 stalls in 3 barns for mares, foals, and yearlings. 

The gracious and updated main residence consists of approximately 5,935 square feet and is 
situated in an idyllic setting with a separate gated entrance.  This 4 bedroom, 4.5 bath home 
was constructed in the 1800’s and has a three-car detached garage with lofted apartment. 

Additional improvements include an elaborate 4,490 square foot office, manager and guest 
homes, plus five employee houses.   

A rare opportunity to acquire one of the most storied farms in all of Kentucky offer-
ing the ultimate in locations and with all of the infrastructure and improvements  

necessary for one to establish their presence in the Bluegrass. 

OPEN HOUSE:  Sunday, November 4—1:00-4:00 p.m. 

TERMS:  10% down with signed Auction Purchase Contract.  Balance of purchase price and 
deed 60 days following the auction date.  Time is of the essence.  Property is sold “as-is” with 
no warranty expressed or implied.  2% Broker participation with advance Buyer registration. 

VIDEO 
TOUR 



When then 4-year-old Quidura commanded a final bid of 
$3.6 million from Peter Brant at last year’s Fasig-Tipton 
November Sale, Joe Seitz of consignor Brookdale Sales 
was obviously delighted, though not necessarily surprised.

“I really hadn’t seen anything like that before,” Seitz admit-
ted. “She was just constantly out of the stall, and absolutely 
everyone who saw her just loved her… She was absolutely 
beautiful, she just looked like a sculpture.”
The only Grade 1 performing daughter of Dubawi to be 
sold at a public auction as a racing prospect last year, Qui-
dura’s final price tag was “clearly representative of what 
she was,” Seitz added. 

Prior to her sale, the filly had begun her career in Germa-
ny, then was transferred to trainer Graham Motion in the 
U.S. after two starts. She won three of her seven North 
American starts and added a pair of G1 placings in the 
Diana (2nd) and the Jenny Wiley (3rd). 

Bred in Great Britain by Stiftung Gestut Fahrhof, Quidura is 
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Honor Roll
Quidura ‘Like A Sculpture’

By Chelsea Hackbarth

Quidura wins the Ballston Spa at Saratoga

More than
$16 MILLION
in incentives paid amongst

owners, breeders and
stallion owners

Indiana Knows REAL Horsepower

GET MORE
FOR YOUR
MONEY

Any broodmares 
purchased at the 
Fasig-Tipton or
Keeneland Nov.
Breeding Stock 
Sales can move 
into Indiana within 
two weeks and 

Take advantage 
of one of the 
most lucrative 
incentive programs 
in the nation.

out of the stakes-placed Acatenango mare Quetena, mak-
ing her a half-sister to the G1-winning sire Querari. Her 
granddam Quebrada won the German 1,000 Guineas.

“She was particularly unique and extraordinary, and quite 
memorable,” Seitz said. “I have to be careful or I’ll run out 
of adjectives for her.”

Now a 5-year-old and conditioned by Chad Brown, Quidura 
has continued to add to her race record in 2018. She 
won the G2 Ballston Spa at Saratoga in August, and Qui-
dura’s total earnings now stand just shy of $750,000.

Though her most recent effort saw her finish seventh in 
the G1 First Lady at Keeneland, Quidura was beaten just 
3 ½ lengths for everything and has been working steadily 
at Belmont Park ever since. 

“It was a real honor to have Chad and Mr. Brant pick her 
out,” said Seitz. “We can’t wait to see where she goes 
next.” PRS
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He was also interested in experimenting with bloodstock. 
Idle Hour’s foundation stud was Black Toney, a $1,600 
purchase from Castleton Stud, but he also imported 
mares Vaila, Padula, Macaroon, Mailbird, Silver Hue and 
critically, La Troienne, who would go on to produce Bimel-
ech and Black Helen. La Troienne’s name can be found 
in the female families of Busher, Easy Goer, Sea Hero, 
and Princess Rooney. She also figures in the pedigrees of 
Empire Maker and Tapit.

Bradley died in 1946, having won three more Kentucky 
Derbies and leaving behind a farm which had grown to 
nearly 1,300 acres. Idle Hour was sold to a syndicate of 
Greentree Farm, Ogden Phipps, and King Ranch. In the 
mid-1950s, owner/breeder John Galbreath came knock-
ing at the door with big plans.

Galbreath made his money in real estate and construction 
and began breeding Thoroughbreds in the 1930s. By the 
mid-1950s he had become a student of the relationship 
between American and European stock, and developed a 
three-part plan to change the breed. He pursued ownership 
in Swaps, the 1956 Horse of the Year whose female line 
included three producers of Kentucky Derby winners. Gal-
breath paid $2 million to get the horse in his stallion barn. 

He then negotiated a deal to lease Ribot, Frederico Tesio’s 
champion in Italy, United Kingdom, and France who was 
just four years into his stud career – an awkward time to 
pick up a stallion. Galbreath agreed to pay $1.35 million to 
lease the horse for five years.

“My aim is to breed and raise a race horse which, over 
any distance, can carry the heaviest weight in the shortest 
time,” Galbreath told Sports Illustrated in 1959.

The investment was insanely risky at a time when he could 
only expect to send Ribot 35 mares per year at $10,000 
each. However, as SI writer Whitney Tower noted, at the 
end of the lease Ribot would “either be a gold mine or else 
his owners won’t be able to give him away.” 

Luckily for Galbreath, Swaps and Ribot struck gold. Swaps 
gave them Kentucky Derby winner Chateaugay, while Ribot 
got His Majesty and Graustark. Homebreds Roberto, Little 
Current, and Proud Truth continued validating Galbreath’s 
faith in his gamble. 

Graustark would go on to sire Key to the Mint, while His 
Majesty would sire Pleasant Colony and become leading 
American sire of 1982. 

Ribot, as it turned out, would stay with Darby Dan longer 
than the five years in the lease agreement. His tempera-
ment proved so hostile there was not an insurance com-
pany that would cover shipping him back to Europe. He 
lived at Darby Dan until his death in 1972. 

Today, Darby Dan has pivoted from a breed-to-race to a 
commercial model, mostly standing outside stallions under 
John Phillips, Galbreath’s grandson.

Continued from Page 1

PRS
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Ten to Watch: 
Fasig-Tipton November

By Joe Nevills

Hip 55, Bay filly by Uncle Mo x Zoftig, by Cozzene, con-
signed by Eaton Sales, agent. Zoftig is the dam of G1 
winners Zo Impressive and Zaftig, who are both also graded 
stakes producers. 

Hip 94, Gray or roan colt by Bodemeister x Holy Bubbette, 
by Holy Bull, consigned by Hunter Valley Farm, agent. A 
half-brother to G2 winner and popular freshman sire Cairo 
Prince, as well as G1-placed and G1 producer Nonna Mia 
and stakes-placed Holdin Bullets.

Hip 109, Bay colt by Pioneerof the Nile x Love the Chase, 
by Not For Love, consigned by Bedouin Bloodstock, agent. 
Two-time Horse of the Year California Chrome is a half-broth-
er to this colt.

Hip 153, Drumette, bay mare by Henny Hughes x Endless 
Parade, by Williamstown, consigned by Gainesway, agent. 
The dam of G1 Kentucky Oaks winner Monomoy Girl sells in-
foal to Mastery from his first book at stud.

Hip 159, Appealing Zophie, dark bay or brown mare by 
Successful Appeal x Zophie, by Hawkster, consigned by 
Denali Stud, agent. G1 Belmont Stakes winner Tapwrit and 
G2 winner Ride a Comet are this mare’s star offspring. She 
sells carrying a Tapit foal, a full sibling to Tapwrit.

Hip 168, Caledonia Road, bay filly by Quality Road x Come 
a Callin, by Dixie Union, consigned by Blake-Albina Thor-
oughbred Services, agent. The champion 2-year-old filly and 
Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies winner of 2017 sells as a rac-
ing or broodmare prospect.

Hip 180, Daddys Lil Darling, bay filly by Scat Daddy x Miss 
Hot Salsa, by Houston, consigned by Gainesway, agent for 
Normandy Farm. A G1 winner on turf and G2 winner on dirt, 
who sells as a broodmare prospect.

Hip 200, Lady Aurelia, bay filly by Scat Daddy x D’Wildcat 
Speed, by Forest Wildcat, consigned by Hill ‘n’ Dale Sales 
Agency, agent. An international standout, winning G1s in 
England and France, including two wins at Royal Ascot, along 
with a stakes race in the U.S. She is offered as a broodmare 
prospect.

Hip 218, Love the Chase, chestnut mare by Not For Love x 
Chase It Down, by Polish Numbers, consigned by Bedouin 
Bloodstock, agent. The dam of two-time Horse of the Year 
California Chrome sells in-foal to Uncle Mo. 

Hip 239, Constellation, Chestnut mare by Bellamy Road x 
For Royalty, by Not For Love, consigned by Bedouin Blood-
stock, agent. A G1 winner who sells in-foal for the first time 
by Curlin. PRS
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FIRST CROP
WEANLINGS 

THIS YEAR

Breeders’ Cup Dirt Mile-G1 Winner
Fastest 2-Turn Dirt Mile in 2016

Rick Nichols, Vice President/General Manager 
Gregory Clarke, Farm Manager  •  Kent Barnes, Stallion Manager

(859) 224-4585 • www.shadwellfarm.com

SHADWELL 
STALLIONS


