
Alcock Arabian:
The Starting Point Of All Gray Thoroughbreds

By Joe Nevills

Continued on Page 7

If the legendary breeder 
Federico Tesio was correct in 
his assertion that gray color 
in Thoroughbreds is a form 
of skin disease, the Alcock 
Arabian could be considered 
patient zero.

Every modern gray 
Thoroughbred traces directly 
back to the stallion through an 
unbroken line of like-colored 
ancestors, weaving through 
gray sires and dams across 
centuries to arrive at any 
gray racehorse on the end of 
a shank. For example, Tapit, 
the record-setting sire with a 
striking near-white coat, carries 
30 generations of gray ancestors from the original source. 

Though the Alcock Arabian’s sire line fizzled after a handful 
of generations, Tesio found his influence on the breed to be 
so great, he labeled him the fourth foundation Thoroughbred 
sire, joining better-known male-line cornerstones the 
Darley Arabian, Godolphin Barb, and Byerley Turk. Where 
individual traits of the three best-known foundation sires have 
assimilated into the general Thoroughbred gene pool, the 
Alcock Arabian’s direct impact can be seen at any racetrack 
or auction.

How does one horse from the 1700s leave such an indelible 
mark on the breed without a notable succession of sons? 
The reasons vary from on-track performance and breeder 
preference to the power of genetics.

Like many notable horses of the early 18th century, the 
origins of the Alcock Arabian are murky. By some accounts, 
he was imported to England from Constantinople – modern-
day Turkey – in 1704. However, the noted English breeder 
and pedigree researcher Lady Wentworth found evidence to 
suggest he was born in England. 

Just as confounding was the variety of names the horse went 
by, owing to changes of ownership, legend, and unreliable 
record keeping. Lady Wentworth linked him to a litany of 
other aliases, the best known of them being “Mr. Pelham’s 
Grey Arabian.”

What history can generally can agree upon is that the stallion 
eventually ended up in the hands of a man known only in 
the record books as “Mr. Alcock,” who owned a stud farm 

in Lincolnshire, England, and 
gave the horse the basis for his 
name.

While there were plenty of 
other gray horses entering the 
gene pool in England during the 
early 18th century, the Alcock 
Arabian’s legacy certainly 
benefitted from being the first 
stallion recognized for his gray 
coloring in the British General 
Stud Book in the early 1700s.

His genetic influence spread 
early, earning the leading sire 
title by earnings in Great Britain 
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Stallion Spotlight

Karakontie’s resume is about as global 
as it gets, including a Grade 1 victory 
in his first North American start, the 
2014 Breeders’ Cup Mile. Now that 
he’s a full-time resident of the U.S. 
as a member of Gainesway’s stallion 
roster, the aim is to ensure his impact 
remains just as swift and impressive.

A Japanese-born son of Bernstein, 
Karakontie raced as a homebred 
for the Niarchos family’s Flaxman 
Holdings Ltd., primarily competing in 
France. 

He picked up his first group stakes 
win in his third career start at age two, winning the Group 3 
Prix La Rochette at Longchamp. He returned to the same track 
a month later to win the G1 Prix Jean Luc Lagardere-Grand 
Criterium, establishing him as one of France’s top juveniles.

That status carried over into Karakontie’s sophomore season, 
when he won the G1 French Two Thousand Guineas, and later 
shipped to Santa Anita Park to take the Breeders’ Cup Mile by a 
hard-closing length against older foes. In his encore season, he 
returned to France and finished third in the G1 Prix du Moulin 
de Longchamp.

Trainer Jonathan Pease quickly found the sweet spot for 
Karakontie, with three of his four graded/group stakes wins 
coming at a mile over the turf. The lone outlier, the Prix La 
Rochette, was at seven furlongs.

Karakontie represents one of the more successful branches of 
the Niarchos homebred program, reaching back to third dam 
Miesque, herself a champion in the U.S. and Europe and a two-
time winner of the Breeders’ Cup Mile. 

After a wildly successful career on the track, Miesque became 
just as much a force as a broodmare, led by European 
champion East of the Moon. Karakontie’s clearest evidence of a 
“stallion’s pedigree” also comes courtesy of Miesque in the form 
of Kingmambo, a French classic winner who became a global 
force at stud from his base at Lane’s End.

The French influence is strong on the bottom side of the 
page, but so are his Japanese ties. Karakontie is out of Sun Is 
Up, a daughter of cornerstone Japanese sire Sunday Silence, 
whose resume as a broodmare sire of North American 
runners is highlighted by Grade 1 winner Tale of Ekati and 
classic-placed Lani. 

On his own accord, Karakontie sired 91 foals in his debut 
crop. He has had 44 yearlings sell in 2018 for an average 

sale price of $38,633.

Michael Hernon, Gainesway’s director 
of sales, said the Niarchos program 
influence can be seen getting passed 
down to the next generation through 
Karakontie’s foals.

“Karakontie’s yearlings strongly 
resemble him in type,” Hernon said. 
“Hopefully they will inherit his natural 
speed and competitive qualities when 
they race.”

Karakontie’s first yearling season at 
auction has been topped by a colt out 

of the Grade 2-placed Elusive City mare Judy in Disguise who 
sold to Cromwell Bloodstock for $220,000 at the Keeneland 
September Yearling Sale. The same operation also landed a colt 
out of the stakes-winning Sunriver mare I Bet Toni Knows for 
$100,000. PRS

Karakontie

Karakontie’s First Crop
By Joe Nevills
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When long-time pedigree enthusiast Thomas Young saw
Tejati’s page in the 2008 Fasig-Tipton February Mixed Sale, 
he jumped at the chance to purchase the mare for what 
would prove to be a bargain price of $4,000.
 
“I’ve probably looked at 20 million pedigrees over the past
20 years,” Young said. “I like doing things the hard way.”
 
During her racing career, the daughter of Tactical 
Advantage earned $112,327, also doing so the hard way;
in 44 starts she won seven, was second six times and
eight times finished third.
 
Her bloodlines trace back to the 23B family of Bruce Lowe’s 
designation, as well as to the blue hen mare La Troienne. 
 
Other famous names from the 23B family include Affirmed, 
Discovery, Domino, Ponder and Tim Tam.
 
In 2014, Young selected Quality Road (family 13C) as a 
good match for Tejati because of several crosses back
to Domino in his pedigree. Young also liked Quality Road’s
passion for racing on the track.
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Honor Roll
Core Beliefs in Pedigrees

By Chelsea Hackbarth
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“The nick of La Troienne with Domino also has a higher-
than-average strike rate,” Young explained.
 
That mating resulted in the colt Core Beliefs. Consigned 
through Patricia Clark, the colt brought $45,000 at the 
Fasig-Tipton Kentucky Fall Yearling Sale and was pinhooked 
through the Barretts 2-year-old in training sale by 
Wavertree Stables for $350,000.
 
Owned by Gary Broad and trained by Peter Eurton, Core
Beliefs has earned $632,660, winning this year’s G3 Ohio 
Derby and running third in the G1 Santa Anita Derby.
 
“I pulled him out of his mother myself,” said Young. “He’s a
very nice animal, and I’m hopeful for his future.”
 
Young lost both Tejati and her Twirling Candy filly due to 
foaling complications in 2016. However, he still owns two of 
Tejati’s daughters, and hopes they can carry on the family 
name. PRS
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Veterinarians at Rood and Riddle Equine Hospital answer 
your questions about sales and healthcare of Thoroughbred 
auction yearlings, weanlings, 2-year-olds and breeding stock.

Email us at info@paulickreport.com if you have a question 
for a veterinarian. 

QUESTION: How would you like to 
see repository radiograph reports 
used?
 
DR. KATHLEEN PAASCH: As a 
veterinarian, I would like to see 
repository reports used within 
the confines of a veterinary-client 
relationship (VCPR). At public 
auction, this relationship exists when 
a client has hired a veterinarian to 
interpret radiographs (or perform 
other veterinary services) on his or 
her behalf.  

A repository report will note significant findings, but 
the VCPR does not consist of this written report alone. 
Rather, the report should be the start of a discussion 
with the client - be it owner, consignor or prospective 
buyer. It is impossible to write a concise report that 
speaks to the needs of all these different parties. 
Owners and consignors want different information than 
prospective buyers, and even buyers differ considerably 
as to the level of information they need and what sorts 
of abnormal findings they are willing to accept in a 
horse. 

The value of a report is not only in the written 
document, but in the discussion that goes along with 
it. When reports are used outside of this VCPR, the 
discussion is lost. I would argue discussion protects all 
parties, not just the veterinarian. Veterinarians are able 
to explain their findings and consignors/sellers aren’t 
responsible for interpreting the vet’s comments nor 
assessing significance.

When the repository was initiated, the intention was 
that prospective buyers would have their vets interpret 
the films available in the repository. However, over 
the years it has become the norm to show veterinary 
reports to prospective buyers in barns and the back 
ring. This is understandable and may even seem to 
be logical. Some buyers are very savvy at reading 
reports but many more are not familiar with veterinary 
descriptions and will reject a horse simply because the 
report does not read ‘NSA’ on all joints. There are many 
radiographic findings that require a comment but are 
unlikely to impact performance.  

ASK YOUR VETERINARIAN
Repository Reports
By Dr. Kathleen Paasch

Dr. Paasch

Improve the life of your horse.
THIS IS A JOINT EFFORT.

Cartilage & Joint Health
1.800.267.5707  v  barnchats.com

The above is a purely veterinary point of view and it 
is unlikely that the ‘genie will go back in the bottle’. 
Buyers are now accustomed to viewing reports and 
consignors who refuse to show them are presumed 
to be hiding something. From a buyer’s point of view, 
it can be expensive to have several prospects vetted 
and may seem unnecessary. However, the current 
situation has drawbacks for all parties - buyers, sellers 
and veterinarians - and is not sustainable. A return 
to a situation where buyers and sellers can form a 
relationship with a veterinarian who works on their 
behalf has clear advantages.

Dr. Kathleen Paasch is a shareholder in Rood and 
Riddle Equine Hospital. She received her DVM from 
Washington State University and completed Rood and 
Riddle’s internship program the following year. Dr. 
Paasch specializes in lameness, diagnostic imaging, and 
acupuncture.
 

PRESENTED BY

PRS
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and Ireland in 1728 on the strength of his best son, Crab 
(fitting for the time, he was also known as “Old Crab” and 
“Mr. Panton’s Crab”). That horse went on to become a sire 
of influence in the region, being named Great Britain and 
Ireland’s leading sire each year from 1748 to 1750. 

It remained a viable sire line through the rest of the 1700s, 
culminating with Aimwell, winner of the 1785 Epsom Derby, 
making him the only winner of England’s derby to descend 
from a male line other than the three foundation sires. 
However, Aimwell’s generation was unable to produce a 
meaningful son at stud, and the Alcock Arabian’s presence 
on the very top of pedigrees stalled out.

Fortunately, the handful of generations that preceded the 
end of the Alcock Arabian’s male line produced enough gray 
mares to preserve the color in the breed, if at a slower pace; 
bottlenecking at the broodmare Bab – born in 1787, six 
generations removed from the originator – and spreading 
back out through her 10 gray foals.

Dr. D. Phillip Sponenberg, a professor of pathology and 
genetics at the Virginia-Maryland College of Veterinary 
Medicine, said that early success by the sons and daughters 
of the Alcock Arabian, and the next few generations that 
followed, likely secured the future of gray Thoroughbreds as 
they are known today.

“I would have expected that the original Thoroughbreds 
varied more for color than now, and originally there may well 
have been other grays besides Alcock,” he said. “I suspect in 
Alcock’s situation that the production of a son as a popular 
sire would have broadly reproduced his gray color. Had the 
line been uniformly nonproductive, then the gray could easily 
have become extinct. That said, some [other gray] lines 
probably fizzled because they were slower or otherwise less 
productive. 

“But, at some point, the English also started shunning certain 
colors in horses, and that might also have played a role,” 
Sponenberg continued. “I do suspect that they might have 
had more color variation originally, and that things like dun, 
palomino, and ‘true roans’ simply died out early.”

The direct-line preservation of gray coloring from the Alcock 
Arabian to modern Thoroughbreds, Sponenberg explained, is 
an example of a dominant color gene asserting itself.

Because gray color is a dominant gene, he said, all gray 
horses have the potential to pass their color down to their 
offspring at least 50 percent of the time. The dominant gene 
ensures that gray color does not skip generations, meaning 
either the sire or dam of a gray Thoroughbred must be gray 
themselves. 

While the origin of the Alcock Arabian is open for debate, his 
last days are documented about as reliably as the stud book 
of the day would allow. In 1722, the stallion was sold by Mr. 
Alcock to the Peregrine Bertie, the second Duke of Ancaster, 
and he died the following year having sired just five recorded 
foals for his new owner.

Continued from Page 1

PRS

Skipshot
SIRE OF G1 WINNER

VASILIKA

MULTIPLE GRADED 
STAKES WINNER

G1 RODEO DRIVE S.
G2 JOHN C. MABEE S.

Lifetime Average Progeny
Winning Distance of 7.7 furlongs.

Highest among top 25 N.A. 
3rd-crop sires by earnings.

Higher lifetime AWD than leading 3rd-crop sires: 
   Union Rags.................7.20 furlongs
   Bodemeister...............7.22 furlongs
   The Factor...................6.65 furlongs 
   Dialed In......................6.58 furlongs
   Shackleford.................6.63 furlongs
   Creative Cause..........6.89 furlongs
   Maclean’s Music........5.97 furlongs

Go the distance with Skipshot!

STANDING AT CONSIDINE FARM 
859.983.6470

Visit the Considine Farm consignment in Barn 18!

Shown winning the 
G1 Rodeo Drive S. 

9.29.18 at Santa Anita
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Ten to Watch: 
Fasig-Tipton October

By Joe Nevills

Hip 110 Chestnut filly by Distorted Humor x Alone, by 
Galileo, consigned by Taylor Made Sales Agency, agent.
Out of a full sister to Lush Lashes, a G1 winner in England 
and Ireland.

Hip 256 Dark bay or brown colt by Uncle Mo x But for 
Money, by Not For Love, consigned by Woods Edge Farm, 
agent. But For Money’s two winners from three runners 
include multiple G3 winner Eskenformoney. 

Hip 266 Dark bay or brown colt by Palace Malice x 
Candytuft, by Dehere, consigned by Trackside Farm, agent 
for Tom Evans, Marjac Farms & Dr. Ted Forrest. All 10 
of Candytuft’s foals to race are winners, led by champion 
sprinter Midnight Lute. Other siblings include G2-placed 
Captain Cherokee, G3-placed Socialbug, and stakes-placed 
Tusculum Rd.

Hip 468 Chestnut colt by Tapit x Enchanted Rock, by 
Giant’s Causeway, consigned by Gainesway, agent. A half-
brother to G1 winner Verrazano and G2 winner El Padrino, 
and also a full to stakes-placed La Madrina.

Hip 473 Bay colt by American Pharoah x Enhancing, by 
Forestry, property of KatieRich Farms. G3 winner Instilled 
Regard is a half-brother to this colt, from the family of G1 
winners Heavenly Prize and, Good Reward, among others.

Hip 546 Gray or roan filly by Tapit x Free the Magic, by 
Cryptoclearance, consigned by Gainesway, agent. A full 
sister to G1 winner Ring Weekend, and a half to stakes-
placed Bamboo.

Hip 586 Bay filly by Uncle Mo x Golden Antigua, by Hansel, 
consigned by Eaton Sales, agent. Golden Antigua’s eight 
winners from nine runners includes French G2 winner 
Tableaux, U.S. G3 winner Giant Gizmo, and stakes-placed Slick 
Pardoned Me.

Hip 733 Bay filly by American Pharoah x Jemima’s Pearl, 
by Distorted Humor, consigned by Hunter Valley Farm, 
agent. The third foal out of G2-placed Jemima’s Pearl, from 
the first crop of Triple Crown winner American Pharoah.

Hip 917 Bay colt by Pioneerof the Nile x Mini Chat, by 
Deputy Minister, consigned by Woods Edge Farm, agent. G1 
winner Dixie Chatter and G3 winner Rumor are half-siblings to 
this colt, with a page that features champion Phone Chatter.

Hip 1184 Bay colt by American Pharoah x Rehear, by 
Coronado’s Quest, consigned by Lane’s End, agent. Eight 
of Rehear’s 10 foals to race are winners, led by G1 winner 
Mani Bhavan, G2 winner Hear the Ghost, and G1-placed 
Closing Bell. PRS
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WEANLINGS 

THIS YEAR

Breeders’ Cup Dirt Mile-G1 Winner
Fastest 2-Turn Dirt Mile in 2016
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