
In The Stand: Walt Robertson
By Joe Nevills
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Getting from place to place in the 
Keeneland sales pavilion can be 
tough during the hectic, crowded 
sessions of Book 1, but it was a 
good problem for Walt Robertson 
to have.

The retired auctioneer and sale com-
pany executive could hardly cover a 
few tiles on the floor before coming 
across someone in the Thorough-
bred business that hadn’t seen him 
in a while, each greeting him with a 
smile and an outstretched hand. Suc-
cessful politicians would do anything 
to achieve the kind of visual approval 
rating Robertson had in his immedi-
ate vicinity as he walked down the 
sale pavilion corridor.

That kind of goodwill was the product of more than four de-
cades selling Thoroughbreds. Robertson’s body of work in the 
auctioneer’s stand will most likely be remembered for his 35 
years with Fasig-Tipton, but his career arc was bookended by a 
pair of important stints at Keeneland.

The auction bug bit Robertson early. His father, Jim Robertson, 
trained saddlebred show horses in Kentucky and started host-
ing an annual auction for them when Walt was in high school. 
The younger Robertson would help the auctioneers get set up, 
then work on the floor as a bidspotter.

In between sales, Robertson took it upon himself to get reps 
for his auctioneering chant, even if his bidders were helpless 
blades of grass.

“I don’t know how many horses I sold sitting on a tractor 
mowing,” he said. “I guess everybody on the farm could hear 
me auctioning horses while I was driving a tractor, mowing 
the farm.”

Robertson attended the University of Kentucky, and left with 
a degree in business administration. In the meantime, he pre-
sided over stockyard auctions and picked up a job bidspotting 
at Keeneland under the revered George Swinebroad, who also 
took him on for the same position at his Swinebroad-Denton 
real estate auction company. In later years, Robertson would 
become president of Swinebroad-Denton. 

“When I got out of college, the only jobs available were bank 
jobs, and auctioneering was more exciting than that,” he said. “I 
worked all the show horse sales in the United States, and that 

took care of about eight days, so I went 
to work for Mr. Swinebroad.”

After Swinebroad’s death in 1975, Rob-
ertson moved across town to join Fasig-
Tipton as a bidspotter, and he became 
an auctioneer there in 1977. 

Robertson rose through the compa-
ny’s ranks, becoming general manager 
of Fasig-Tipton’s Kentucky division, 
then taking over as president in 1992. 
Promoted by new owner John Het-
tinger, Robertson took the helm during 
a harrowing time in Fasig-Tipton’s 
history, as the company recovered 
from near-bankruptcy and controversy 
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Stallion Spotlight

Bayern has emerged as one of the front 
runners in a class of first-crop stallions 
that appears historically stacked, mea-
sured by the reception of his foals in the 
commercial marketplace.

The 7-year-old son of Offlee Wild fin-
ished fifth in his class by weanling aver-
age sale price last year at $103,333, 
and he has moved up to fourth by 
yearling average heading into the 
Keeneland September Yearling Sale, at 
$188,333.

As far as first steps go, Hill ‘n’ Dale 
Farms’ John G. Sikura said he couldn’t 
have asked for more.

“They’ve sold very well,” Sikura said. “There will be many good 
ones here at the sale. We think the buyers will like them, and 
we’ll cross our fingers that he’ll be an important sire. He’s got all 
the requisites of a really good horse. He was very fast, he’s beau-
tifully bred, he throws good quality stock, and we look forward to 
them getting to the races.”

Leading the way among Bayern’s yearlings in the early portion 
of the season was a filly out of the Grade 2-placed Ghostzapper 
mare American Story, who sold to Hartley/De Renzo Thorough-
breds for $600,000 at the Fasig-Tipton Saratoga Selected 
Yearling Sale. Bayern also had a colt bring $250,000 at the 
same auction.

Bayern raced 10 times at age three, and he hit the board in 
eight of those starts, often taking the lead early and challeng-
ing his rivals to catch him. The strategy took him all the way 
to the winner’s circle at Santa Anita for the 2014 Breeders’ 
Cup Classic, where he led nearly every step of the mile and a 

quarter, holding off Toast of New York 
by a nose.

Earlier in the year, Bayern tallied a 
7 ¼-length victory in the G1 Haskell 
Invitational Stakes, in addition to 
scores in the G2 Pennsylvania Derby 
and Woody Stephens Stakes. It was 
a rapid ascent for the colt, who de-
buted in January of his sophomore 
campaign with a 3 ¼-length victory in 
a Santa Anita maiden special weight.

Bayern’s third dam, the 1983 Brood-
mare of the Year Courtly Dee, is the piv-
ot point for a page that has produced 
stallions including Arch, Twining, Ali 

Oop, and He’s Had Enough. Champions Althea, Yamanin Para-
dise, and Festival of Light can also be found in Bayern’s female 
family, along with Grade 1 winners Balletto, Acoma, and Ketoh.

Perhaps most importantly, Bayern represents one of the last 
hopes for his branch of his sire line to extend into future gen-
erations. Nearctic is best known as the sire of the influential 
Northern Dancer, but another offshoot through his son Ice-
capade has also produced a small pocket of success, tracing 
through Clever Trick and Wild Again to the likes of champions 
Phone Trick and Grade 1 winner Milwaukee Brew and Offlee 
Wild. The only stallions of significance still active in that line 
are Milwaukee Brew in Canada, and Bayern through his sire 
Offlee Wild.

Though Bayern himself was unraced at two, Offlee Wild got 
off to a fast start at stud. He was the leading freshman sire of 
2009 on the strength of She Be Wild’s Breeders’ Cup Juvenile 
Fillies win and subsequent Eclipse Award as champion 2-year-
old female. PRS
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City of Light has ticked all the boxes since Mark Reid of 
Walnut Green and trainer Michael McCarthy first laid eyes 
on him at the 2015 Keeneland September Yearling Sale, 
where he was slotted into the auction’s sixth day in Book 3.

A member of the Lane’s End consignment, the bay colt is 
from the third crop sired by four-time G1 winner Quality 
Road – who raced for his breeder, the late Edward P. Evans 
and would retire to stud at Lane’s End, where he is now 
among the world’s elite sires. 

City of Light is out of an unraced mare by the Deputy Min-
ister stallion Dehere. His second dam, G1 winner and G1 
producer Fabulous Notion, was sired by Somethingfabulous, 
Secretariat’s half-brother by Northern Dancer.

“I liked everything about him,” Reid said after signing the 
ticket to secure City of Light for $710,000 on behalf of Mr. 
and Mrs. William K. Warren Jr. “Beautifully-framed colt that 
we think will mature.”

City of Light was bred by Noreen O'Neill's Ann Marie Farm 
of Paris, Ky., The $710,000 purchase price was more than 

PRS

Honor Roll
City of Light a Book 3 Success

By Ray Paulick

City of Light

double the next highest price of that session.

City of Light didn’t race until July of his 3-year-old season 
and made his stakes debut a winning one Dec. 26, 2017, 
in the G1 Malibu Stakes going seven furlongs at Santa 
Anita. Earlier this year he won the G1 Triple Bend at seven 
furlongs in March and stretched out to 1 1/8 miles to win 
the G2 Oaklawn Handicap in April. He passed multiple G1 
winner Accelerate in the stretch that day to win by a neck.

"This horse has a lot of natural ability. I've had a lot of faith 
in this horse from the first day I saw him at Keeneland as 
a September yearling," McCarthy said after his Malibu 
victory. "He's a big horse and it took him a while to come to 
himself. 

“I'm very thankful to Mr. Warren,” McCarthy said. “He won 
the Breeders' Cup Classic (G1) with Saint Liam and he was 
the first one to go with me when I went out on my own." 

Upon completion of his racing year, City of Light will join the 
stallion roster alongside his sire at Lane’s End.
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Veterinarians at Rood and Riddle Equine Hospital answer 
your questions about sales and healthcare of Thorough-
bred auction yearlings, weanlings, 2-year-olds and breed-
ing stock.

Email us at info@paulickreport.com if you have a question 
for a veterinarian. 

QUESTION: What's the outlook for a 
foal with contracted tendons – can 
they make it to auction as weanlings 
or yearlings?

DR. SCOTT MORRISON: Contracted 
tendons in foals are not an uncom-
mon condition. Many severe con-
tractures present as a dystocia or 
difficult births as the fetus cannot 
assume the necessary posture to 
pass through the birth canal. 

Congenital deformities like contracted tendons are most 
effectively treated within the first couple days of life. The 
older the foal gets the more difficult it is to completely 
resolve the condition. This is because the tendons and 
supporting structures of the joint become stronger and 
more mature with age and therefore more resistant to 
manipulation. 

The condition can affect one or more limbs. For some 
reason the left hind is the most commonly affected limb 
(45 percent of the time).  

The severity of the congenital contractures can range 
from mild – such as a merely upright lower limb confor-
mation, a slightly over at the knee condition, or heels that 
are lifted off the ground slightly – to severe contractures 
where the foal is unable to stand. Mild contractures may 
improve with bandaging, oxytetracycline, limited exercise 
and time. 

Severe contractures, where there is an inability to brace 
the fetlock back or the individual is walking on the front of 
the hoof wall, most likely need corrective splinting to cor-
rect. If more than one limb is severely contracted the foal 
will be unable to stand without assistance. The prognosis 
for severe contractures may be guarded.

With proper splinting, the prognosis for making it to a 
sale as a weanling or yearling can be extremely good. 
The use of intravenous oxytetracycline may help relax the 
flexor muscle to aid in resolving the contracture. 

The most effective splinting technique is done by making 
a custom splint with fiberglass casting material which 

ASK YOUR VETERINARIAN
Contracted Tendons
By Dr. Scott Morrison
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runs down the back of the bandaged limb. The casting 
material is secured to the limb and allowed to set while 
forcing the limb into extension; a new splint is made every 
day until the contracture is resolved. The average case 
takes three days. 

Neonates with congenital contractures generally have a 
good prognosis when treated appropriately. 

From 2010-17 we did a study in which we treated 102 
foals with contracted tendons, with most treated within 
the first 3 days of age.  Of the 102 foals treated, the 
contracture was resolved in all cases, and the condition 
did not prevent any of them from making a sale or go on 
to training.

Dr. Scott Morrison is a graduate of the Virginia-Maryland 
Regional College of Veterinary Medicine and the Eastern 
School of Farriery. A partner at Rood and Riddle, Mor-
rison oversees the Rood and Riddle Podiatry Center and 
travels around the world to lecture on equine podiatry.
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stemming from the previous regime.

Helping redeem Fasig-Tipton’s public image was difficult, but 
Robertson’s method of doing it was simple.

“Just treat people the way I want to be treated,” he said. “It’s 
not rocket science – just work hard for them and serve the 
customer.”

In that span of time, Robertson had a front-row seat to 
some of the Thoroughbred industry’s most historic trans-
actions, including the $16-million sale of The Green Mon-
key at the 2006 Fasig-Tipton Florida Select 2-Year-Olds In 
Training Sale. As head of Swinebroad-Denton, he dropped 
the hammer for the $17.175-million sale of Calumet Farm 
in 1992.

Fasig-Tipton was sold to Dubai-based Synergy Investments in 
2008, and Robertson retired from his post two years later. He 
soon found, though, he wasn’t ready to slow down just yet.

“I was off for a few months, got kind of stir-crazy, and got a call 
from [then-Keeneland president] Nick Nicholson, so I worked 
another five years,” he said.

After first arriving at Keeneland as a college-aged bidspotter, 
Robertson came full-circle to end his full-time working years 
as the company’s vice president of sales. He retired from daily 
duties in 2015.

In particular, Robertson's departure allowed Wade Cunning-
ham, then a recent Keeneland hire, more opportunities to 
move up from bidspotting to the stand.
 
“When we hired Wade, somebody needed to step back, and 
I was the one that needed to step back so he could step 
in,” he said. “There’s really room for five auctioneers here, 
there’s not really room for six. If I hadn’t done it, how would 
he ever get time to be where he is today? It’s really worked 
out, and that was the design from the start.”

So what does a retired auctioneer do with his time? He spends 
time with his grandchildren and keeps selling.

The only Thoroughbred sales that regularly show up on his 
schedule are for the Texas Thoroughbred Association, where 
he assists sales director Tim Boyce. Robertson was part of the 
team that hired Boyce when Fasig-Tipton hosted sales at Lone 
Star Park.

“I’ve got five grandchildren that keep us running pretty hard,” 
Robertson said. “Three of them live in California, so we’re out 
there quite a bit, and then we’ve got two of them that live two 
blocks from us.”

Even in retirement, Robertson still makes as many appear-
ances on the stand as he wants to, doing about 20 auctions 
per year with sights on cutting that number down in the 
future. He presides over his brother’s saddlebred auctions, 
and he still handles real estate sales under the Swinebroad-
Denton banner. 

Continued from Page 1
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Ten to Watch: 
A Look at Some of the Sale’s Top Hips

By Joe Nevills

Hip 1824 Dark bay or brown filly by Daredevil x Holy Blitz, 
by Holy Bull, consigned by Baccari Bloodstock, agent: A 
half-sister to champion female sprinter Judy the Beauty from 
the first crop by Daredevil.

Hip 1873 Gray or roan filly by Medaglia d’Oro x Lovely Re-
gina, by Deputy Minister, consigned by Baccari Bloodstock, 
agent: G3 winner Thiskyhasnolimit is a half-brother to this 
filly. Her second dam is 2006 Broodmare of the Year Cara 
Rafaela, putting her in the family of champion Bernardini.

Hip 1903 Bay filly by American Pharoah x More Hennessy, 
by Hennessy, consigned by Lane’s End, agent: From the first 
crop of Triple Crown winner American Pharoah, this filly is a 
half-sister to Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Turf winner Hootenanny.

Hip 1940 Bay filly by Karakontie x Pretty City, by Carson 
City, consigned by Gainesway, agent: G1 winners Lear’s 
Princess and Pretty City Dancer are half-siblings, while G1 
winner My Big Boy is further down the page. She is from 
Karakontie’s first crop.

Hip 1970 Dark bay or brown colt by Bernardini x Saman-
tha Nicole, by Medaglia d’Oro, consigned by Denali Stud, 
agent for Stonestreet Bred & Raised: The first foal out of 
Samantha Nicole, who is a full sister to 2009 Horse of the 
Year Rachel Alexandra, herself a G1 producer.

Hip 2114 Dark bay or brown filly by Super Saver x Belle 
Gallantey, by After Market, consigned by Select Sales: 
G1 winner Belle Gallantey’s second foal. The fourth dam is 
champion Meadow Star, putting her in the family of cham-
pion Arrogate.

Hip 2301 Bay colt by Constitution x Mayan Milagra, by 
Menifee, consigned by Woodford Thoroughbreds, agent: 
Mayan Milagra’s four winners include G2 winner Dancingin-
herdreams, stakes winner Doubled, and G3-placed Good Pick 
Nick. He is from Constitution’s first crop of yearlings.

Hip 2371 Bay colt by Tiznow x Rubies Are Red, by Medaglia 
d’Oro, consigned by James B. Keogh, agent: Rubies Are Red 
is a half-sister to record-setting sire Tapit, and this is her first 
foal. The dam is also a sister to two stakes-producing mares.

Hip 2407 Bay colt by Lea x So Sharp, by Saint Liam, 
property of Hinkle Farms: G1 winner Sharp Azteca is a half-
brother to this colt from Lea’s first crop. G1 winner Bowies 
Hero and Kentucky Derby runner-up Firing Line are also on 
the page.

Hip 2556 Bay filly by Bernardini x Claire Soleil, by Syncline, 
property of Oxmoor Sales: This filly is a half-sister to multiple 
G1-placed Toast of New York. Her second dam is G1 winner 
Claire Marine. PRS
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