
In The Stand: Ryan Mahan
By Joe Nevills
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The Keeneland sales pavilion 
can be an intimidating place for 
people at any level of wealth or 
industry experience. Ryan Mahan, 
Keeneland’s director of auction-
eers, makes it a point to keep 
everyone involved as comfortable 
as possible in what can be a high-
pressure environment.

Sometimes the strategy works 
too well.

“Strangely enough – I get this a 
couple times a year, especially 
with older ladies – they’ll say, ‘I 
just love your voice. You put me 
to sleep every time,’” Mahan said. 
“The bidspotters tease me, but 
I kind of like that. There’s a part of me that thinks, ‘You 
know, if you’re that comfortable, poke your husband and 
tell him to bid when you go to sleep.’”

Mahan is good at maintaining an almost professorial 
sense of order in the Keeneland pavilion because of his 
own command on the subject, combining a lifetime of 
experience in the Thoroughbred realm with continued 
engagement at different auctions.

Mahan, a central Kentucky native, was mentored in the 
Thoroughbred business by his stepfather, Dr. Robert 
Copelan, a pioneering figure in veterinary surgery. Copelan 
took a preteen Mahan to sales to drill him on conforma-
tion, and in later years, they came across Keeneland’s 
then-director of auctions, George Swinebroad.

That interaction, and future meetings with the auctioneer, 
set Mahan down the path himself, selling anything put 
before him to gain experience, from knickknacks and live-
stock to property. He attended the University of Kentucky 
in pursuit of an animal science degree while still manning 
the gavel and also bidspotting on occasion for Fasig-Tipton. 
The Keeneland brass was paying attention, though, and 
brought him on to spot bids in 1977.

“I was a student at UK, my junior year, and Mr. Swinebroad 
said, ‘Why don’t you work a couple sales for me?’” Mahan 
said. “At the time, I was making $1.50 an hour doing what-
ever I was doing, and he paid me $50 for three hours’ 
work. I said, ‘Man, how long has this been going on?’”

As the sales at Keeneland grew, so too did Mahan’s role 

in the company. He eventually as-
cended from the floor to the stand 
to back up Tom Hammond as an 
announcer.

“I was imitating people at dinner 
one night, and I was imitating the 
announcer at Fasig-Tipton at the 
time, John Finney,” Mahan said. 
“Mr. [Ted] Bassett [then Keene-
land president] was there and 
he said, ‘Huh. Well, you’re gonna 
announce tomorrow.’ It got me off 
the floor and after a couple years 
of that, it paid more, and I said, 
‘This is alright.’”
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Stallion Spotlight

A large part of the story about 
Carpe Diem as a sire prospect is 
the tale of his famous sire, Giant’s 
Causeway (by Storm Cat). Not only 
was Giant’s Causeway a wonder on 
the racetrack, winning nine G1 rac-
es, but he has been a major force 
at stud, with two well-proved stal-
lion sons of high merit (Shamardal 
and First Samurai), plus a third 
(Creative Cause) who is showing 
signs of challenging to join them.

Shamardal sires the most preco-
cious stock of the three, and both 
First Samurai and Creative Cause 
tend to have runners who make 
marked progress at 3 and later, especially going two turns. 
But the thing all three sons have in common is racing merit 
of a very high order at 2. After showing speed early, Carpe 
Diem was a very good 2-year-old, winning the G1 Breeders’ 
Futurity and finishing second in the Breeders’ Cup Juvenile 
before progressing at 3 to win the G1 Blue Grass Stakes, 
as well.

By a major sire and with multiple G1 victories, allied with 
an excellent physique, Carpe Diem claimed the attention of 
breeders, and he is repaying their interest with the high-end 
sales yearlings from his first crop. With 14 yearlings sold in 
2018 prior to the Keeneland September sale, Carpe Diem 
has an average price of $165,247 (more than six times 
his stud fee of $25,000), and a median price of $145,000. 

Those figures indicate a high degree of buyer satisfaction 
with the young sire’s first-crop yearlings, and there will be 
many more to select from at the September sale. From a 

first crop of 130 foals, Carpe Diem 
has 72 prospects cataloged for 
this sale, with 15 cataloged in Book 
1 and a further 20 in Book 2 that 
begin selling on Saturday.

Among the select lots by Carpe 
Diem in Book 2, Hip 1092 is a half-
brother to three stakes winners. 
The most noted of these is 2018 
G1 winner Pavel (Creative Cause), 
winner of the 2018 Stephen Foster 
and third in the 2017 Jockey Club 
Gold Cup. Their siblings include 
Caracortado (Cat Dreams), twice 
a winner at the G2 level and four 
times either second or third in G1 

races, and Rushaway Stakes winner He’ll Pay (Haynesfield). 

Also, Hip 1223 is a bay colt who is a half-brother to four 
stakes winners. Two of them are graded stakes winners: G1 
winner Bullsbay (Tiznow), winner of the Whitney Stakes, and 
Our Khrysty (Newfoundland), winner of the G3 Turnback the 
Alarm Handicap. The other two stakes winners out of the 
mare are Vegas No Show (Hard Spun), also second in the 
G2 Nashua Stakes, and Hidden Expression (Yonaguska), a 
listed stakes winner and dam of stakes winner Mask (Tapit).

In addition to the quality pedigrees of this pair of yearling 
prospects, the stock by Carpe Diem are being purchased 
for significant sums by good judges because they are ap-
pealing individuals. As a group, they have strong top lines 
with length through the body, allied with good bone; they 
walk well and show well, show resilience to the stress of 
sales life; and they act like athletes who can adapt and 
prosper. PRS

Carpe Diem

Carpe Diem’s First Crop
 By Frank Mitchell



THE 
FACTOR

#1 THIRD-CROP SIRE  
BY BTH, G1H, WINNERS  

& EARNINGS

Look out for yearlings selling at KEESEP

*sorted by earnings YTD, stats as of 9/12

BOUND FOR NOWHERE 
SHAKERTOWN S. (G2)

Rank Sire BTH G1H Winners Earnings

1 THE FACTOR 17 2 95 $4,892,959

2 Creative Cause 10 1 59 $4,346,843

3 Tapizar 5 1 61 $4,039,301

4 Union Rags 13 2 67 $3,829,501

5 Bodemeister 11 0 83 $3,801,049

lanesend.com
t: 859.873.7300



In August of 2018, Bob Edwards had the chance to visit 
the Saratoga backside to see horses owned by one of his 
business partners. That same weekend, Edwards teamed 
up with bloodstock agent Mike Ryan to purchase his first 
Thoroughbred, a $255,000 yearling daughter of Lookin at 
Lucky, at the Fasig-Tipton New York-bred sale.

Though “Lucky Bug” never won a race, the association 
between Edwards and Ryan has gone on to be especially 
lucky, particularly with talented juveniles. In fact, e5 Rac-
ing’s first three Breeders’ Cup starters, in each case a 
2-year-old, all found their way to the winner’s circle.

The first of those three winners was New Money Honey, 
who carried Edwards’ colors to victory in the 2016 Breed-
ers’ Cup Juvenile Fillies at Santa Anita. The daughter of 
Medaglia d’Oro has gone on to earn $1.4 million winning 
five of 11 starts for trainer Chad Brown. 

Rushing Fall, a More Than Ready filly also trained by Brown, 
won the same race in 2017 at Del Mar, one of five career 
wins from six starts. She’s earned just over $1 million.

 “I told Bob in the beginning that building a successful 
stable is a five-year process, and he listened to the plan I 
set out for him,” said Ryan. “Well, the first year’s yearlings 
included New Money Honey, and then the 2016 group had 
both Good Magic and Rushing Fall, who might be the best 
filly I’ve ever bought. So, the expectations are probably set 
pretty high now!”

Good Magic made history with his maiden-breaking win in 
the Breeders’ Cup Juvenile, but Ryan knew he was spe-
cial from the start. Selling in Book 2 at the 2016 Keene-
land September sale, the Curlin colt commanded a final 
price of $1 million, the first seven-figure yearling in Book 
2 in five years. Stonestreet reached a deal with Edwards 
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Honor Roll
The ‘Magic’ Between Ryan And Edwards

By Chelsea Hackbarth

Good Magic

to buy an interest in the colt after the sale of the colt 
from the Hill ‘n’ Dale Sales Agency consignment.

“He has a great mind on him,” Ryan said of Good Magic. 
“He’s a very easy horse to like and it didn’t take much 
genius to pick him out. He’s as good a Curlin as you want 
to find. I knew he was going to be hard to get and that we 
were going to have to stretch to get him.”

Bred by Barbara Banke’s Stonestreet, Good Magic is a 
second-generation homebred out of the Hard Spun mare 
Glinda the Good. Offered at Keeneland September, Glinda 
the Good did not meet her reserve when bidding stalled at 
$200,000. She went in training with Steve Asmussen, and 
won a pair of stakes races to earn a total of $226,758.

Good Magic is her second foal, and continued to add to 
his resume in 2018 with wins in the Blue Grass Stakes 
and Haskell Invitational, as well as a runner-up finish to 
Triple Crown-winning Justify in the Kentucky Derby and a 
fourth-place finish in the Preakness. PRS



PRS
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ASK YOUR VETERINARIAN
Blood Types
By Dr. Lilly Haywood

Dr. Haywood

Improve the life of your horse.
THIS IS A JOINT EFFORT.

Cartilage & Joint Health
1.800.267.5707  v  barnchats.com

PRESENTED BY

Veterinarians at Rood and Riddle Equine Hospital answer your 
questions about sales and healthcare of Thoroughbred auction 
yearlings, weanlings, 2-year-olds and breeding stock.

Email us at info@paulickreport.com if you have a question for 
a veterinarian. 

QUESTION: Do horses have blood 
types?

DR. LILLY HAYWOOD: Most people 
are familiar with the ABO blood typing 
system in humans, but blood types 
have also been discovered in many 
domesticated mammalian species. 
Just like in humans, blood types create 
the potential for transfusion reactions 

if donors and recipients have different blood types. Fortu-
nately, due to their large blood volume, transfusions are 
rarely needed in adult horses.  

Horses have seven main blood type systems (A, C, D, K, P, Q 
and U) which are of clinical interest.  These blood types can 
occur singly or in combination within a horse; for example, 
a horse may have blood type A or ACQ.  Interestingly, blood 
type prevalence varies between breeds of horses.  Because 
Thoroughbreds have had a closed stud book for over 200 
years and have been bred to select for one overriding ge-
netic trait, they have very little variation among their blood 
types.  The vast majority of Thoroughbreds (98 percent) 
have the A blood type while 84 percent have the Q blood 
type.  On the other hand, 0 percent of Standardbreds have 
the Q blood type. 

Blood types are very important in broodmares and foals due 
to a disease called neonatal isoerythrolysis.  In this disease, 
the foal has a different blood type from his dam and ingests 
anti-red blood cell antibodies with the colostrum. In order 

for the dam to produce anti-red blood cell antibodies, she 
must have been exposed to a foreign blood type previously 
– usually through a previous pregnancy, although it could 
also be from a previous blood transfusion. These anti-red 
blood cell antibodies then attack the foal’s red blood cells 
and can lead to hemolytic crisis and death. Clinically, the A 
and Q blood types have been shown to be the most likely to 
cause a problem. 

Fortunately, there are several methods of screening mares 
and foals for neonatal isoerythrolysis. Veterinarians can 
test the mare’s blood for anti-red blood cell antibodies, or 
compare mare and stallion’s blood types. The other option 
is waiting for the foal to arrive and testing the mare’s colos-
trum before allowing the foal to nurse.

Dr. Lilly Haywood received her veterinary medical degree 
from the University of Pennsylvania and completed two 
years of internships at Rood and Riddle before joining 
the staff. Her areas of interest are emergency medicine, 
primary care, and neonatal medicine. 
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Book 2: Fertile Ground
For On-Track Success

By Joe Nevills

5275 PARIS PIKE, LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY 40511   •   859.396.1907   •   ZACH@BUCKLANDSALESAGENCY.COM

Request an all-show at Barn 10 or call Zach Madden for more information!

Your “Once in a Lifetime” Opportunity is Here

f. American Pharoah – Tap of the Day
Out of a full-sister to TAPIT

c. Palice Malice – Happy Flight
From the immediate family of 

MGSW BRUSHED BY A STAR (G2)  

f. Quality Road – Bern Legacy
2nd dam PENNY MARIE is stakes winner/

graded stakes producer

OTHER BOOK 2 YEARLINGS INCLUDE:

1028   f.   Orb – Ivory Coast 
1124   c.   Into Mischief – Proclivity
1202   f.   Hard Spun – Sutra
1327   f.   Bernardini – Cindy’s Hero 

SALES • PURCHASES • MATINGS    WWW.BUCKLANDSALESAGENCY.COM 

HIP 1216 HIP 993 HIP 1291

Featuring a daughter of AMERICAN PHAROAH out of a full-sister to TAPIT

Book 1 of the Keeneland September Yearling Sale is the por-
tion that often grabs the headlines, but Book 2 has more than 
proven itself as a reliable source of runners in recent years.

Book 2 graduates accounted for four trophies at last 
year’s Eclipse Awards, including both of the 3-year-old divi-
sion winners.

West Coast, a son of Flatter consigned by Hermitage Farm, 
secured champion 3-year-old male honors after selling to Ben 
Glass, as agent for Gary and Mary West for $425,000 at the 
2015 sale. Champion 3-year-old filly Abel Tasman, by Quality 
Road, was a $65,000 buyback at the same sale, consigned by 
Clearsky Farm.

The most expensive horse of the quartet was Good Magic, a 
Curlin colt who sold to e5 Racing for $1 million at the 2016 
sale. He was named champion 2-year-old male a year later 
after winning the Breeders’ Cup Juvenile. Hill ‘n’ Dale Sales 
Agency consigned the colt.

Rounding out the group was Lady Eli, who went to Bradley 

Thoroughbreds, agent, for $160,000 at the 2013 sale. The 
Divine Park mare was consigned by Runnymede Farm.

The second book of the 2014 sale accounted for two legs of 
the 2016 Triple Crown. First came Nyquist, by Uncle Mo, who 
parlayed the champion 2-year-old male Eclipse into a Kentucky 
Derby victory. Consigned by Dromoland Farm, Nyquist sold to 
Sutton Place Stables for $230,000.

Following him was Exaggerator, who finished second to Nyquist 
in the Derby, then turned the tables to win the Preakness. The 
son of Curlin went to Big Chief Racing for $110,000.

Book 2 of the 2014 sale could still produce another Eclipse 
winner in top older male contender Accelerate. Lane’s End 
Bloodstock picked up the son of Lookin at Lucky for $380,000, 
consigned by Bluewater Sales.

In terms of future prospects, Book 2 of the 2017 sale has 
already produced G1 Del Mar Futurity winner Game Winner, a 
Candy Ride colt who sold to the Wests for $110,000. Lane’s 
End consigned the colt. PRS
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After a decade as announcer, Mahan shifted chairs to 
join Keeneland’s auctioneer ranks, fulfilling a dream he’d 
had since he was inspecting horses with his stepdad. He 
later succeeded Tom Caldwell as senior auctioneer in 
2001.

“Everybody else wanted to play in the Super Bowl or World 
Series, I wanted to be the auctioneer at Keeneland,” he 
said. “That’ll always be the highlight of my career, what 
happens at Keeneland.”

Though he is perhaps best known for his work with 
Keeneland, Mahan said he keeps his skills sharp by work-
ing other auctions. He’s served decades-long tenures as 
director of auctioneers for Ocala Breeders’ Sales Co., 
Barretts, and the Canadian Thoroughbred Horse Society 
(Ontario Division).

“I think you have to really be involved in the business to be 
good at it,” he said. “I wouldn’t want to just do three sales 
a year at Keeneland. I think I have to be out there and find 
out what’s going on in the 2-year-old market, what’s going 
on in Florida, California, New York, and I think the only way 
to do that is to actually be in the business.”

Away from Thoroughbred auctions, Mahan reached 
across the industry aisle to team with longtime Fasig-Tip-
ton senior auctioneer Walt Robertson in the operation of 
Swinebroad-Denton, Inc., the real estate auction firm that 
handled the bankruptcy sale of Calumet Farm in 1992. 

The high-stakes affair required interested parties to put 
$500,000 down before being able to place a bid. This cut 
the number of bidders down to a select few – with Polish 
native Henryk de Kwiatkowski landing the $17.175-million 
winning bid – but that did not stop a crush of onlookers 
from attending the proceedings.

“There were about 5,000 people there,” Mahan said. “We 
in the horse business knew Calumet and how successful 
they were, and all the Kentucky Derby winners, but I wasn’t 
aware until that day what the community thought of Calu-
met. They turned out like it was a huge rock concert.

“We sold Styrofoam cups with Calumet logos on them 
for $4-5 a piece,” he continued. “These were brand new 
Styrofoam coffee cups, they just wanted a piece of Calu-
met. It was really gratifying to think how this community in 
Lexington really adores the horse business.”

Whether it’s a historic property or a modestly-bred 
weanling, Mahan said he gears his craft toward gaining 
the trust of buyers and sellers by treating them and their 
horses as fairly as possible, and keeping the mood light. 

“I don’t want it to be snooty,” he said. “I want people to 
laugh, and that’s a big part of what we do. I always kind of 
thought you’re half politician, you’re a bit comedian, you’re 
a bit orchestra leader in that you don’t write the music, 
but you’re the engine behind it. I want people to sit back 
and go, ‘This is fair trade.’”

Continued from Page 1

PRS
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Ten to Watch: 
A Look at Some of the Sale’s Top Hips

By Frank Mitchell

Hip 1091 Bay colt by Street Sense x Model, by Giant’s 
Causeway, consigned by Winter Quarter Farm, agent: By 
champion 2-year-old and Kentucky Derby winner and out of 
stakes winner who ran second in the G1 Spinster.

Hip 1140 Dark bay filly by Pioneerof the Nile x Rockcide, by 
Personal Flag, consigned by Denali Stud, agent: By G1 win-
ner who sired Triple Crown winner American Pharoah and 
champion Classic Empire. Half-sister to G2 winner Rule and 
G3 winner Matrooh out of half-sister to champion Funny Cide.

Hip 1227 Bay filly by Tonalist x Truly Blessed, by French 
Deputy, consigned by Eaton Sales, agent: From the first 
crop of yearlings by Belmont Stakes-winning son of Tapit, filly 
is a half-sister to G2 stakes winner Notional (In Excess).

Hip 1295 Dark brown colt by Midnight Lute x Blind Luck, 
by Pollard’s Vision, consigned by Hill ‘n’ Dales Sales, agent: 
Sire won the Breeders’ Cup Sprint and was champion sprint-
er. Sire of 2018 G1 winner Midnight Bisou. Dam won six G1 
races, including Kentucky Oaks, was champion 3-year-old filly. 

Hip 1319 Bay filly by Orb x Charming N Lovable, by Horse 
Chestnut, consigned by Claiborne Farm, agent: By Kentucky 
Derby winner whose first runners are 3, recently had first G1 
winner in Spinaway (Sippican Harbor). Half to G1 winner Fault 
(Blame) and two stakes-placed runners.

Hip 1358 Bay colt by Palace Malice x Drumette, by Henny 
Hughes, consigned by Gainesway, agent: Half to leading 
3-year-old filly Monomoy Girl (Tapizar), winner of four G1 
races. From the first crop by Belmont Stakes winner.

Hip 1510 Bay colt by Uncle Mo x Morena, by Privately 
Held, consigned by Mt. Brilliant Farm: Sire got champion 
2-year-old and Kentucky Derby winner Nyquist in first crop. 
Half-brother to Belmont Stakes winner Creator (Tapit) out of 
Peruvian champion.

Hip 1580 Chestnut filly by Speightstown x Sassy Image, 
by Broken Vow, consigned by Warrendale Sales, agent: 
By champion sprinter and Breeders’ Cup winner who has 
become an important sire. Out of multiple G1-winning mare, 
also sprinting. Speed on speed.

Hip 1595 Dark bay colt by Bernardini x Silk n’ Sapphire, 
by Smart Strike, consigned by Valkyre Stud, agent: By 
champion Bernardini, sire of Travers winners Alpha and Stay 
Thirsty. Half to G1 winner Shared Account (Breeders’ Cup 
Filly & Mare Turf) and G3 winner Colonial Flag.

Hip 1784 Bay filly by Bayern x Evrobi, by Tabasco Cat, con-
signed by Dromoland Farm, agent: From first crop by sire 
who won Breeders’ Cup Classic and Haskell. Half-sister to G1 
Del Mar Debutante Tell a Kelly (Tapit). PRS

SHADWELL 
STALLIONS

BUILDING SPEED FOR THE FUTURE

ALBERTUS  
MAXIMUS 

by Albert the Great

Kent Barnes,  Stallion Manager  859-224-4585
Albertus Maximus - Mohaymen - Tamarkuz   

www.shadwellfarm.com

by Tapit
MOHAYMEN

G1 Millionaire, 
Breeders’ Cup Winner
80% Won/placed 
Three SWs incl. G1 SW

TAMARKUZ

Multiple Graded Stakes Winner incl. 
Fountain of Youth S-G2  
and Holy Bull S-G2

First foals in 2019

by Speightstown

Breeders’ Cup Champion
First foals this year! 
Fastest 2-Turn Dirt Mile in 2016 


