
In the Stand: Auctioneer Tom Caldwell
By Joe Nevills
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Tom Caldwell was destined to com-
mand the room, whatever room 
that happened to be. 

His square jaw, broad-shouldered 
frame, and booming voice gave 
him an authoritative presence as 
Keeneland’s head auctioneer, but 
on a slightly different path it would 
have given him the same level of 
clout in the courtroom – either 
in real life or onscreen as Perry 
Mason.

Caldwell was born in Delaware, 
Ohio, but his family’s ties were set 
firmly on the West Coast, with his 
father and grandfather both sell-
ing livestock in southern California. 
Tom followed them to the auc-
tioneer’s stand in 1947, and started selling racehorses a 
decade later.

It was during that time that Caldwell attracted the atten-
tion of George Swinebroad, then Keeneland’s director of 
auctions and lead auctioneer. Swinebroad was in southern 
California to handle the dispersal of studio head Louis B. 
Mayer – the second “M” of MGM Studios – and the brash 
salesman made a detour to one of Caldwell’s auctions on a 
recruiting trip.

“George came to the side of the ring and had this note 
handed to Dad up on the auction stand,” said Cris Caldwell, 
Tom’s youngest son. “As Dad recounted, it said, ‘Boy, I need 
to speak to you.’ At that point in time, that ‘boy’ – my Dad 
– was 6’4” and 230 pounds, and he was nobody’s boy. He 
wrote back on the bottom of the note, ‘If you want to speak 
to me, you can wait until the sale’s over.’ 

“That just infuriated George to no end, but he did have to sit 
there and listen to Dad,” the younger Caldwell continued. “I 
guess it was about two and a half hours before the sale got 
done, as Dad recounted, so he had to sit there halfway in 
admiration and halfway pissed off because he was burning 
up half his day.”

In that time, Swinebroad watched Caldwell move the stock 
and flip seamlessly between speaking English, Dutch, Por-
tuguese, and Spanish to cater to the melting pot of buyers 
that surrounded him. When the sale was over, Swinebroad 
greeted him with an invitation to join his team starting with 
the Mayer dispersal.

“He said, ‘Boy, I’m gonna tell you 
one thing. If you come to work for 
me, I’m gonna make you the best 
there ever was,’” the younger 
Caldwell said.

Mayer took a liking to Caldwell at 
the auction, and brought him to 
MGM Studios to groom him for 
marketing himself to film execu-
tives. It wasn’t long before he was 
offered a potential role of a lifetime 
as the lead in the Perry Mason 
television series, which was eventu-
ally filled by Raymond Burr for the 
show’s nine-season run.
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• 24+ $100,000 - $150,000 guaranteed stakes races for 

   Indiana sired & bred horses at Indiana Grand

• $16 million+ in program incentives paid amongst 

   owners, breeds & stalion owners in 2017
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Stallion Spotlight

On the roadmap of stallion-making 
races, Palace Malice hit an awful lot 
of stops.

There are, of course, the G1 races 
that put the son of Curlin in the na-
tional conversation – victories in the 
2013 Belmont Stakes and 2014 Met 
Mile to name a couple – but there are 
other efforts below that layer which 
further strengthened the foundation 
of his resume.

Chief among them was a showcase 
maiden-breaking win at Saratoga as 
a juvenile, one of the surest ways to 
stir dreams of having a future stallion 
prospect in the barn. As a runner from the first crop of a sire 
who never ran at two, the 3 ½-length score helped show that 
Curlin’s foals could display precociousness against some of 
the most promising youngsters of their generation.

At 3, following wins in the Belmont Stakes and G2 Jim Dandy 
Stakes, Palace Malice took a swipe against older foes and 
finished second in the G1 Jockey Club Gold Cup Invitation-
al Stakes. The colt would go on to win a quartet of graded 
stakes at 4, but the Gold Cup effort provided a precursor 
outside of his age-restricted comfort zone.

All of those efforts – the wins and the solid tries – have 
helped translate to respect toward Palace Malice’s first crop 
of yearlings at auction. 

Leading up to this year’s Keeneland September yearling sale, 
Palace Malice’s 21 yearlings sold at auction have brought an 
average of $105,095. He is one of just five debuting sires with 
a six-figure yearling average this season from 10 or more sold.

Palace Malice got out of the blocks 
early this season, posting two of the 
top 11 prices at the Fasig-Tipton 
Kentucky July Selected Yearling Sale, 
which were also the auction’s two 
highest prices by first-crop stallions. 
Leading the way was a filly out of the 
Dixie Union mare Southern Belle who 
sold to Eclipse Thoroughbred Part-
ners for $275,000.

In addition to laying the groundwork 
for his own stallion career, Palace 
Malice will be the early standard-
bearer for establishing Curlin as a 
sire of sires. 

The task will be nothing new for the horse, who set one of 
the biggest footholds for Curlin’s long-term prominence by 
winning the Belmont. That race kick-started an impressive 
and ongoing six-year run in which a son of Curlin has won or 
hit the board in at least one Triple Crown race each season 
since 2013.

Palace Malice is Curlin’s first son to retire to stud in Ken-
tucky, joining the ranks at Three Chimneys Farm in Midway 
for the 2016 breeding season. That class of incoming stal-
lions also included Curlin to Mischief in California and Con-
quest Curlinate in Ontario.

Other sons of Curlin are already queued to back up the ef-
forts of Palace Malice in supporting his sire’s legacy-build-
ing endeavors in the coming years, but Palace Malice will 
once again be the one that sets the pace for them to follow. 
Much is left for him to prove in the sale ring and on the 
racetrack, but Palace Malice has gotten good at grabbing 
brass rings. PRS

Palace Malice

Palace Malice’s First Crop
By Joe Nevills
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The story of 3-year-old filly divisional leader Monomoy Girl is 
a win-win-win-win, something the daughter of Tapizar has 
been doing with regularity since making her debut at Indiana 
Grand last September.

Now 8-for-9 – including G1 victories in the Ashland, Ken-
tucky Oaks, Acorn and Coaching Club American Oaks – 
Monomoy Girl represents a win for her breeders, Brendan 
and Olive Gallagher of Frankfort Park Farm and Michael 
Hernon under the name of Highfield Ranch. She’s a win 
for her owners – Sol Kumin’s Monomoy Stables, Michael 
Dubb, The Elkstone Group and Bethlehem Stables – and for 
trainer Brad Cox, who recorded his first G1 victory when 
the filly won the Ashland at Keeneland. Monomoy Girl is also 
a win for Gainesway Farm, where Hernon is responsible for 
the sale of seasons and shares, and where Tapizar, a son of 
leading sire Tapit, stands at stud.

And the filly is certainly a win for Liz Crow, the agent who 
picked her out of the 2016 Keeneland September Yearling 
Sale and purchased her for $100,000 on behalf of Kumin 
and partners in the name of BSW Bloodstock.

Hernon bought Drumette while she carrying Monomoy Girl 
for $75,000 at the 2014 Keeneland November Sale from 
the Pope McLean consignment for Kendall Hansen Racing. 
When the now 10-year-old mare and her weanling colt by 
Shackleford are offered for sale at the Fasig-Tipton Novem-
ber Sale this fall, that price will look like a bargain.

Monomoy Girl has earned  $1,660,750 for her owners and 
stands to pad that bankroll later this month in the G1 Cotil-
lion Stakes at Parx Racing, which offers a $1-million purse. 
She’ll then take aim at the G1, $2-million Breeders’ Cup 
Distaff at Churchill Downs.

Crow shortlisted the Gainesway filly consignment at the 
2016 September sale and remembered how Monomoy 
Girl stood out.

“She was very professional, very calm in the way she carried 
herself,” Crow said. “She was a really pretty yearling with a 

PRS

Honor Roll
Monomoy Girl Shares the Wealth

By Ray Paulick

Monomoy Girl

beautiful shoulder, deep hip and pretty head and neck.”

Monomoy Girl was from the second crop of Tapizar, whose 
yearling average fell from $93,000 the previous year to 
about $53,000. “Tapizar was ice cold,” Crow said, “but I 
really liked her as an individual.”

Crow almost didn’t get Monomoy Girl. 

“Sol (Kumin) gave me the budget, and I had $105,000,” 
she said. 

The $100,000 purchase would have been one for Crow 
to remember, even if Monomoy Girl didn’t develop into a 
multiple G1 winner and likely champion.

“That was the first horse I ever signed for at Keeneland. 
When the results sheets came out,” she added with a 
laugh, “they spelled my name wrong, adding an ‘e’ at the 
end of Crow.” 

With a career kickstart like that, everyone should know Liz 
Crow by now.



PRS
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QUESTION: Are roaring or other 
common throat issues hereditary?

DR. BART BARBER: It is an interest-
ing question, and I believe the answer 
is yes, though I believe at the current 
time we cannot answer this question 
definitively.  There are no studies, of 
which I am aware, that address this is-
sue.  Therefore, the following is based 
on my own experience and opinion. 

There is a wide variation of how a horse’s throat looks 
and functions. It is safely assumed that there is a famil-
ial influence on the conformation of a horse’s knees, 
the slope of her pasterns and the length of her ears. It 
makes sense to assume that genetics have an influence 
on the shape, size and function of the throat.  

Both sides of the genetic equation should be considered 
in this question. It is possible to examine the throats of 
over 100 of the offspring of a particular sire in a single 
crop, compared with a mare who can only have one a 
year. I can think of several sires whose progeny, most 
veterinarians would agree, are not blessed with the most 
straightforward throats. The findings of the standing 
endoscopy on these offspring are commonly found to be 
less than ideal at what seems to be a higher rate than 
the norm.  This does not necessarily mean that they 
don’t run or that they won’t sell well. To the contrary, 
some of these stallions are our most successful sires.  

Likewise, among mares, there are several that I can think 
of who have had two or more of their offspring that have 
had suboptimal endoscopy findings. In my experience, it 
has not been consistent, meaning not all of the foals out 
of a single mare have deficiencies.  

ASK YOUR VETERINARIAN
Are Throat Issues Hereditary?
By Dr. Bart Barber

Dr. Barber

Improve the life of your horse.
THIS IS A JOINT EFFORT.

Cartilage & Joint Health
1.800.267.5707  v  barnchats.com

Remember, if detrimental throat abnormalities have a 
strong familial influence, then we are already selecting 
against them. Horses with these deficiencies generally 
don’t race well and, at least for the males, don’t pass on 
their genes. There are exceptions.  Some very successful 
racehorses have had tiebacks during their racing careers, 
then go on to have a career in the breeding shed. 
   
There is a lot of work that could be done with this to de-
termine how heritable these conditions are.  Until then we 
should all proceed with caution in making too much of the 
coincidences and barn chatter.  It is very likely these condi-
tions are multifactorial and we will never be able to pin the 
cause onto a single factor.  

Good horsemanship and common sense should still be 
the rule. 

Dr. Bart Barber, DVM, is a shareholder in Rood and 
Riddle’s veterinary practice and specializes in reproduc-
tion, primary and preventative ambulatory care, as well as 
operations at Rood and Riddle Veterinary Pharmacy.
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That first introduction to Swinebroad at the stockyard auc-
tion had led Caldwell to a life-changing fork in the road.

“Dad had actually wanted to be an attorney,” the younger 
Caldwell said. “I think that’s why they were going to choose 
him for the Perry Mason role, because he had studied in col-
lege to be an attorney before he got too busy with his father 
and working as an auctioneer. He gave it a hard thought. He 
started at Keeneland around 1957, and he turned that role 
down because he had to choose whether he was going to 
be an actor or an auctioneer.”

Caldwell still managed to earn his Screen Actors Guild 
card for his roles as auctioneers in the films “Casey’s 
Shadow,” “Bluegrass” and “A Nice Little Bank That Should 
Be Robbed.”

Caldwell spent 19 years working under Swinebroad, offer-
ing a smoother, slower chant against Swinebroad’s gritty, 
aggressive cadence – the even-keeled yin to the confronta-
tional yang of his boss. Eventually, his two sons Scott and 
Cris joined their father on the Keeneland staff, and the pair 
are still on Keeneland’s auctioneer team today.

The elder Caldwell assumed Keeneland’s lead auctioneer 
spot rather suddenly, following Swinebroad’s death in 1975. 
He wouldn’t miss a Keeneland auction for the next 25 years.

Caldwell dropped the hammer on North America’s first 
seven-figure yearling a year later – the $1.5-million Secre-
tariat colt Canadian Bound. However, his career high-water 
mark came in 1985 selling Seattle Dancer – a half-brother 
to Triple Crown winner Seattle Slew, by Nijinsky II – whose 
$13.1-million price tag is still the most ever paid for a year-
ling at public auction. 

“There was a lot of individual laughter and some nervous 
laughter amongst the crowd, because that’s never been 
done before for a horse ever,” Cris Caldwell said. “It was 
very stilted and started and stopped. There were a lot of 
sales talks and jokes from the auction stand by Dad. There 
was standing room only. You could not move. The whole 
back hall was completely full. Most of the center and side 
aisles were filled halfway down or all the way down with 
people, either standing or kneeling.”

Away from the sale ring, Caldwell and his wife Mary main-
tained the aptly-named Gavel Ranch in Eagle Point, Ore., a 
205-acre property that remains in the family. At its peak, 
the ranch housed a 50-head broodmare band and two stal-
lions, along with Quarter Horses, Standardbreds, and cattle. 
They also raised four children, who Cris joked were bred for 
careers using their voice, benefitting genetically from their 
auctioneer father and their mother, an opera singer.

Caldwell died of pancreatic cancer in 2001 at age 72, just 
missing out on some Gavel Ranch’s greatest graduates, 
including multiple Grade 1 winner Brother Derek and stakes 
winner Don’tsellmeshort, both campaigned by Cecil Peacock.

Continued from Page 1

PRS
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Ten to Watch: 
Keeneland Sept. – Book 1: Days 3 & 4

By Joe Nevills

Hip 526 Bay colt by War Front x Treasure Trail, by Pulpit, 
consigned by Claiborne Farm, agent for Edward A. Cox 
Jr.: A full brother to Long Island Sound, a G3 winner in Ire-
land and G1-placed in the U.S. Treasure Trail is out of 2008 
Broodmare of the Year Vertigineux.

Hip 654 Bay filly by American Pharoah x Arch’s Gal Edith, 
by Arch, consigned by Brookdale Sales, agent: Champion 
I’ll Have Another is a half-brother to this filly, from the first 
crop by Triple Crown winner American Pharoah. 

Hip 696 Bay filly by War Front x Betterbetterbetter, by 
Galileo, consigned by Timber Town, agent: After topping 
the 2013 Fasig-Tipton November sale at $5.2 million, Bet-
terbetterbetter’s first foal, a War Front filly, brought $1.45 
million as a yearling. 

Hip 697 Bay filly by Gleneagles x Better Not Cry, by 
Street Cry, consigned by Hill ‘n’ Dale Sales Agency, agent: 
From the first crop of English and Irish classic winner Gle-
neagles, this filly’s second dam is 2007 Broodmare of the 
Year Better Than Honour.

Hip 735 Bay colt by War Front x Callback, by Street 
Sense, consigned by Hill ‘n’ Dale Sales Agency, agent: The 
first foal out of Grade 1 winner Callback, who brought $2.8 
million at the 2015 Fasig-Tipton November sale.

Hip 743 Bay colt by Carpe Diem x Caressing, by Honour 
and Glory, consigned by Hermitage Farm, agent: Cham-
pion Caressing is the dam of champion West Coast and 
G3-placed Juan and Bina and Gold Hawk.

Hip 823 Bay colt by Medaglia d’Oro x Dayatthespa, by 
City Zip, consigned by Gainesway, agent for Stonestreet 
Bred & Raised: The second foal out of champion Dayat-
thespa, who brought $2.1 million at the 2014 Fasig-Tipton 
November sale.

Hip 856 Dark bay or brown filly by Medaglia d’Oro x 
Dreaming of Julia, by A.P. Indy, consigned by Elm Tree 
Farm, agent for Stonestreet Bred & Raised: G1 winner 
Dreaming of Julia’s second foal. 

Hip 857 Gray or roan colt by Tapit x Dream of Summer, 
by Siberian Summer, consigned by Taylor Made Sales 
Agency, agent: A G1 winner herself, Dream of Summer’s 
offspring include G1 winner Creative Cause, G2 winner 
Destin, and G2-placed Vexatious.

Hip 868 Gray or roan filly by Tapit x Elarose, by Storm 
Cat, consigned by Lane’s End, agent: A half-sister to 
stakes-placed Intelligence. Her second dam is 2013 Brood-
mare of the Year Take Charge Lady. PRS
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