
In the Stand: George Swinebroad
By Joe Nevills
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When George Swinebroad died in 
1975, the headline in the Lexing-
ton Herald Leader shouted “Sales 
Will Never Be The Same.”

After nearly four decades presid-
ing over Thoroughbred sales, 
many as Keeneland’s director 
of auctions, the bold type largely 
addressed the void his absence 
would leave on the sale company 
and the industry at large. The 
headline could have served just 
as easily as an epitaph for how he 
changed the Thoroughbred auc-
tion business from the first time 
he picked up a gavel to the last.

Keeneland’s sales were thrust 
into modernity under Swinebroad’s watch, quickening the 
pace of a typical auction from 10 to 15 horses through 
the ring per hour to more than 30. Even so, his style was 
defined by the aggressive, personality-driven interactions 
of the bygone era – sometimes friendly needling, and 
sometimes applied with blunt force – as he worked toward 
his self-described goal of “getting every damn dollar that’s 
gettable.”

“I can to this day recall how rough and gruff George was 
in his selling approach,” said Cris Caldwell, a Keeneland 
auctioneer who worked under Swinebroad for his final two 
years on the stand. “I can remember him looking across a 
crowd of people who were millionaires and teasing them 
about, ‘What’d you do, run out of money? Can’t you bid 
again?’

“He just scared me to death as a ringman, sitting out 
there in front of him, because he was so tough,” Caldwell 
continued. “He would chastise anybody from a buyer to a 
ringman to an owner if he thought it was going to further 
the sale of the horse.”

Swinebroad’s gravelly cadence and sometimes-antagonis-
tic marketing style would feel out of place in the modern 
auction market, but the results spoke for themselves. 
Nearly $1 billion in horseflesh changed hands at the fall of 
his hammer.

A native of Lancaster, Ky., Swinebroad began his career 
on the auction stand as a sophomore at Centre College 
in nearby Danville, selling real estate and furniture. He 
took voice lessons next to students learning to sing, but 

he instead used the teachings to 
learn proper breathing technique 
for his chant.

Prior to selling horses, Swin-
ebroad sold tobacco, cattle, pure-
bred dogs, and fighting chickens. 
He took the stand for his first 
Thoroughbred auction in 1939. 

He had formal training, but Swin-
ebroad kept the sensibilities from 
his days as a country auctioneer 
as he climbed the ladder. A local 
auctioneer gets to know his bid-
ders over time, and what methods 
work on them, because the faces 

Look for his
best-bred crop to date
at Keeneland September.
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Stallion Spotlight

Honor Code was bred to be a stallion.

From the day he stood and nursed, 
the striking seal-brown Honor Code 
had the pedigree and physique of 
an animal of significance. By Horse 
of the Year A.P. Indy, Honor Code is 
out of stakes winner Serena’s Cat. 
The dam is by supersire Storm Cat, 
the most commercially successful 
international stallion of the past gen-
eration, and is out of stakes winner 
Serena’s Tune. The latter is by the 
great sire Mr. Prospector out of 
champion Serena’s Song, a daugh-
ter of Rahy who became an elite producer as the dam of six 
stakes winners.

Serena’s Tune was the first foal of her famous dam, selling 
for $1 million at the 1999 Keeneland July sale, then winning 
three stakes and half of her 14 starts on the racecourse. 
The second foal out of Serena’s Song was Sophisticat (Storm 
Cat), who sold for $3.4 million at the 2000 Keeneland July 
sale and won the G1 Coronation Stakes at 3. In addition, the 
lovely filly had run second in the G1 Cheveley Park at 2 and 
the G1 filly classic, Poule d’Essai des Pouliches, in France ear-
lier at 3.

So when it came time to mate Serena’s Tune, the sire of her 
star sibling was an obvious choice. The first foal of Serena’s 
Tune was Serena’s Cat, who sold for $1.4 million as a Keenel-
and November weanling and won the Klassy Briefcase Stakes 
at Monmouth. She was one of only four foals out of Serena’s 
Tune, who also produced G3 stakes winner Vocalised (Green-
ham and Tetrarch Stakes) and the unbeaten Noble Sound 
(both by champion Vindication).

One of three stakes winners out of 
his dam, Honor Code proved himself 
a top-tier 2-year-old with a victory in 
the G2 Remsen and a close second 
in the G1 Champagne Stakes. Both 
he and the Remsen second, Cairo 
Prince, were considered top clas-
sic prospects for 2014, but neither 
made the Triple Crown. 

Honor Code was sidelined in March 
and did not return to the races until 
November, when he won an allow-
ance at Aqueduct. In March of his 
4-year-old form, Honor Code won the 

G2 Gulfstream Park Handicap, then won back-to-back G1 rac-
es – the Metropolitan Handicap at Belmont and the Whitney 
Stakes at Saratoga – and closed out his championship cam-
paign with a third in the G1 Breeders’ Cup Classic at Keenel-
and behind American Pharoah.

Having shown form on the racecourse in keeping with his great 
looks and pedigree, Honor Code was very popular with breeders 
when he went to stud in 2016 at Lane’s End Farm. The horse’s 
first crop are now yearlings, and the 13 sold to date have aver-
aged $280,769, seven times his stud fee of $40,000.

Clearly, the yearlings have great appeal to buyers from the 
quality of the mares sent to the stallion. Of the 21 on offer at 
the first two days of Keeneland September, Hip 93 is a half-
brother to multiple G3 winner Kiss Moon; Hip 212 is a half-
sister to G2 winners Beethoven and Wilburn; and Hip 432 is a 
half-sister to multiple G2 winner Stonestastic.

The breeders and buyers believe “the Code won’t let you 
down.” PRS

Honor Code

Honor Code: Complete Package
By Frank Mitchell

• 24+ $100,000 - $150,000 guaranteed stakes races for 

   Indiana sired & bred horses at Indiana Grand

• $16 million+ in program incentives paid amongst 

   owners, breeds & stalion owners in 2017

426 (Munnings)

557 (Street Boss)

1353 (Tapiture)

2398 (Violence)

2505 (Stay Thirsty)

2946 (Street Boss)

3693 (Alternation)3693 (Alternation)

4027 (Palace)

4089 (Dialed In)

4152 (Commissioner)

4192 (Archarcharch)

4353 (Blueskiesnrainbows)

4354 (Blueskiesnrainbows)

4422 (Warrior’s Reward)4422 (Warrior’s Reward)

Indiana-breds selling at Keeneland
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A.P. Indy—Serena’s Cat, by Storm Cat

FIRST-CROP SALES UP TO $850,000

FIRST-CROP SALES UP TO $180,000

FIRST-CROP SALES UP TO $310,000

FIRST-CROP SALES UP TO $260,000

Pulpit—Salute, by Unbridled

Unbridled’s Song—Miss Macy Sue, by Trippi

Tapit—Settling Mist, by Pleasant Colony



Justify galloped into the history books this year as the 
13th winner of the racing’s Triple Crown, but before 
such a colt was even a thought for breeder John Gun-
ther, the Canadian remembers watching his then 8-year-
old daughter Tanya write out pedigree crosses by hand 
at their kitchen table.

Today, Tanya Gunther plays a major role in Glennwood 
Farm’s operations, and this father-daughter partnership 
has taken Glennwood to levels of operation well beyond 
the elder Gunther’s wildest dreams.

“I keep pinching myself to see if this is really happening,” 
said the elder Gunther. “I really have to thank Tanya for 
her hard work and dedication.”

Justify’s female family began with the Gunthers in 2005. 
Magical Illusion (Pulpit) ran third to Hall of Famer Ashado 
in the 2004 CCA Oaks and was offered at the Keeneland 
January sale. Gunther had to go all the way to $425,000 
to secure her.

“She broke her maiden by 14 lengths, then won an allow-
ance by 12 lengths,” Gunther said (It was actually 17 ½ 
lengths and 10 lengths, respectively). “I just had to have 
her, because she showed heart and was super consis-
tent.”

Covered by Ghostzapper, Magical Illusion produced a filly 
in 2007. The Gunthers retained her when she did not 
make her reserve as a yearling, and Stage Magic went 
on to be Grade 3-placed behind Groupie Doll, earning 
$133,981. When she went to the breeding shed, Stage 
Magic was lined up with the up-and-comer Scat Daddy, 
standing for $30,000 at the time.

The cross featured a unique inbreeding of full sisters, 
each by Mr. Prospector and out of Narrate. Preach, on 
the female-line side, was a Grade 1-winning juvenile and 
future dam of Pulpit. Yarn, on the male side, wasn’t as 
successful on the track but made her mark in the breed-
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Honor Roll
A Tale Of Two Sisters
By Chelsea Hackbarth

Justify

ing shed as the dam of Tale of the Cat. Justify’s pedigree 
also includes some inbreeding to Nijinsky II, and the strik-
ing chestnut colt commanded $500,000 as a yearling 
at the Keeneland September sale.

Elliott Walden signed the ticket on behalf of Maverick 
Racing and China Horse Club and Justify went on to a 
brief though sensational career in 2018, beginning with 
a Feb. 18 maiden race at Santa Anita and ending with 
the June 9 Belmont Stakes. Hall of Famer Bob Baffert 
trained the colt, his second Triple Crown winner in the 
last four racing seasons.
 
The perfect six-race career included an allowance victory 
and four consecutive G1 victories in the Santa Anita 
Derby, Kentucky Derby, Preakness and Belmont.

“Being a breeder, you have to sell some or you run out of 
money,” Gunther said. “I don’t think you get the same sat-
isfaction buying something as you do watching the life-long 
progression. I’d rather watch the foals playing in the field 
than the horses walking around the shed row any day.” PRS
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Veterinarians at Rood and Riddle Equine Hospital answer 
your questions about sales and healthcare of Thoroughbred 
auction yearlings, weanlings, 2-year-olds and breeding stock.

Email us at info@paulickreport.com if you have a question 
for a veterinarian. 

QUESTION: Is repeated scoping in a 
sale environment uncomfortable for a 
horse or likely to impact the results of 
the scope?
 
DR. SCOTT PIERCE: Upper airway ex-
amination with an endoscope has been 
a commonly performed procedure 
since the mid- to late 1980s. Since 
that time, as technology has advanced 

so has the endoscope. Today’s scopes are smaller and 
more flexible. 

Many foals/yearlings/2-year-olds are scoped numerous 
times at the sale – some a dozen or more times. 

In the hands of a patient veterinary examiner with modern 
equipment, the actual procedure itself is relatively painless, 
quick and minor. I have examined horses that have been 
scoped upwards of 20 times and their airway looked as 
normal as its first exam. 

This being said, the airway looked great but many horses 
are not very happy by this time – not from the procedure 
itself but from the restraint. Most horses object to being 
twitched or lip-chained over and over again. When the horse 
becomes extremely agitated and fights the restraint, the 
airway function can be adversely affected – mainly because 
the horse doesn’t relax and we know they scope the best 
when they are relaxed. Many young horses will displace and 
find it difficult to correct the displacement. In addition, ex-

ASK YOUR VETERINARIAN
Repeated Scoping
By Dr. Scott Pierce

Dr. Pierce

Improve the life of your horse.
THIS IS A JOINT EFFORT.

Cartilage & Joint Health
1.800.267.5707  v  barnchats.com

treme twisting of the neck during times of fighting restraint 
can give the appearance of moderate arytenoid asymmetry. 

To summarize, the procedure itself is not a huge prob-
lem but the horse’s reaction is the issue. Young horses 
scope the best when they relax. I encourage consignors to 
observe the attitude and behavior of a horse that is popular 
and being scoped numerous times. If they become agitated, 
either have the airway videoed or gather the names and 
phone numbers of some of the examining veterinarians so 
that their opinion is readily assessable. 

Dr. Scott Pierce obtained his undergraduate degree from 
Northwest Missouri State. He then attended veterinary 
school at the University of Missouri and graduated in 1983. 
Dr. Pierce began working at Rood & Riddle in 1985 and 
later became a shareholder. Special interests of his include 
working with juvenile Thoroughbreds, upper airway endosco-
py, public and private sales. Dr. Pierce is married to Dr. Deb-
bie Spike-Pierce, a shareholder at Rood & Riddle. Together, 
they own a Thoroughbred farm and have two daughters, 
Vivian and Audra.  

PRESENTED BY

PRS
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don’t tend to change. In his eyes, the Keeneland sale pavil-
ion was no different.

“Some people like the spotlight very much and you find that 
out pretty quickly and you don’t mind drawing attention to 
that particular buyer,” Swinebroad told the Daily Racing 
Form’s Logan Bailey in a 1974 interview. “Some of them 
do not like the spotlight at all, and of course you learn that, 
and whenever one of those people makes a bid and they 
do not want the public to know they are bidding, nobody 
knows that. That’s between the bidder and myself. That 
way, I try to keep on the good side of all of them.

“Some of them don’t mind you saying something jokingly 
to them,” he continued. “They’ll laugh with the rest of the 
crowd if it’s laughable, but then some of them don’t want 
anything like that to happen to them at all, and you have 
to try and learn those people because if you make a buyer 
mad and he was going to spend a lot of money, you have 
hurt your sale and you have hurt yourself.”

This strategy was wildly successful, establishing Swine-
broad as the Thoroughbred industry’s preeminent auction-
eer, but it was not immune to backfiring when he pushed 
the kidding too far or was accused of selling a horse too 
quickly. This fact might have consciously or unconsciously 
affected his hires - including his eventual successor as 
Keeneland’s lead auctioneer, Tom Caldwell.

“Over the years, George told Dad he hired him because he 
was a big, broad-shouldered cowboy - Dad could bend nails 
with his hands – and he hired Dad to protect him from 
all the people George would piss off,” Cris Caldwell said. 
“There were many a time when people would come up to 
the auction stand angry. They would come up and try to 
get in George’s face and Dad would say, ‘Not now. You’re 
gonna have to wait. Catch him in the office. You’re not 
gonna come up in the stand and grab him by the collar.’” 

Swinebroad was aware of the dollars he had ushered 
through the ring, both in gross figures and high-priced offer-
ings, topping out with $625,000 for a Raise a Native colt out 
of Gold Digger, also the dam of the great Mr. Prospector. 

As he entered the 1975 yearling season, Swinebroad was 
zeroed in on two mileposts: $1 billion in total sales and the 
first seven-figure yearling sold at auction. With the first 
yearlings by Triple Crown winner Secretariat coming to the 
ring in 1976, both numbers were well within grasp.

He’d fall short of both, dying on May 10, 1975 after heart 
surgery at age 73. A year later, Tom Caldwell dropped the 
hammer on Canadian Bound, a $1.5-million son of Secre-
tariat at the Keeneland July sale. Cris Caldwell worked the 
sale and recalled the weight of the moment vividly.

“As dad was selling that horse, as he hit a million, he 
stopped the sale, he looked straight up into the heavens 
and said, ‘How we doin’, George?’”

Continued from Page 1

PRS

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2018 
K 7:00 p.M. J

 Live & Silent Auctioning, 
Casino Games O  

Musical Entertainment.

Purchase tickets at  
www.BGFCKY.org  

or call (859) 219-0910

Free Valet Parking

All proceeds benefit BGFC’s mission 
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Ten to Watch: 
Keeneland Sept. – Book 1: Days 1 & 2

By Frank Mitchell

Hip 56 Bay colt by Bernardini x Issues, by Awesome 
Again, consigned by Paramount Sales, agent: Half-brother 
to three stakes winners, including leading older horse Ac-
celerate (Lookin at Lucky), winner of three G1s this year.

Hip 63 Dark bay filly by American Pharoah x Ivanavinalot, 
by Half Acre, consigned by Eaton Sales, agent:  From first 
crop by 2015 Triple Crown winner American Pharoah (by 
Pioneerof the Nile), half-sister to two-time champion filly 
Songbird (Medaglia d’Oro.

Hip 120 Bay colt by Medaglia d’Oro x Leslie’s Lady, by 
Tricky Creek, consigned by Clarkland Farm: Half-brother 
to champion Beholder (Henny Hughes), leading sire Into 
Mischief (Harlan’s Holiday), and G1 winner.

Hip 135 Gray colt by Tapit x Lotta Kim, by Roar, con-
signed by Gainesway, agent: Half-brother to Horse of the 
Year Rachel Alexandra (Medaglia d’Oro), winner of the G1 
Preakness, Haskell, and Woodward. 

Hip 141 Gray colt by Tapit x Love the Chase, by Not for 
Love, consigned by Bedouin Bloodstock, agent: Half-broth-
er to Horse of the Year California Chrome (by Pulpit stallion 
Lucky Pulpit), won Kentucky Derby, Preakness, and Dubai 
World Cup for earnings of $14.7 million.

Hip 195 Bay colt by Pioneerof the Nile x Mining My Own, 
by Smart Strike. consigned by Betz Thoroughbreds, Inc., 
agent: Half-brother to G1 winners Mine That Bird (Kentucky 
Derby) and Dullahan (Breeders’ Futurity, Pacific Classic) by 
sire of Triple Crown winner American Pharoah.

Hip 327 Bay colt by Candy Ride x Quiet Giant, by Giant’s 
Causeway, consigned by Taylor Made Sales Agency, agent: 
Full brother to 2017 Horse of the Year Gun Runner out of 
G2 winner and half-sister to Horse of the Year Saint Liam.

Hip 348 Bay colt by Empire Maker x Rhumb Line, by Mr. 
Greeley, consigned by Timber Town, agent: Half brother to 
three stakes winners, including G1 winner Zazu and G2 win-
ner Flashback (both by Tapit), by classic winning and classic 
siring son of Unbridled.

Hip 393 Bay colt by Tapit x Serena’s Cat, by Storm Cat, 
consigned by Hill ‘n’ Dale Sales Agency, agent: Colt is sibling 
to three stakes winners, including champion Honor Code 
(A.P. Indy), who has first-crop yearlings of 2018.

Hip 406 Bay colt by Empire Maker x Silver Colors, by Mr. 
Greeley, consigned by Gainesway: Half-brother to G1 Ala-
bama winner Eskimo Kisses (To Honor and Serve), whose 
second dam is Kentucky Derby winner Winning Colors 
(Caro). PRS

THE ONLY HORSE TO 
DEFEAT GUN RUNNER
IN A BREEDERS’ CUP RACE

TAMARKUZ

                    Posting 107 Beyer
                                       defeating GUN RUNNER, ACCELERATE,  
                                           DORTMUND, RUNHAPPY, etc.

                                                G1 Winner Over  
                         $1.8 MILLION
                                          Four Graded Stakes Wins,  
                                             G1 & G2 Placed

     1st Foals This Year

Emphatic Winner of 
2016 Breeders’ Cup Dirt Mile-G1

by Speightstown

Kent Barnes,  Stallion Manager  859-224-4585
Albertus Maximus - Mohaymen - Tamarkuz   

www.shadwellfarm.com


