
Collier’s Short-Lived Ride as a Rock Star
By Joe Nevills
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People who know Terence Collier 
only for his role as Fasig-Tipton’s 
longtime lead announcer recognize 
his voice in a familiar confident, 
authoritative tone honed over de-
cades on the auctioneer stand.

Hearing that same voice hum the 
opening bars of the 1960s hit 
song “Hitchin’ a Ride” might take 
some getting used to for that 
group, but for the middle part of 
that decade, it was how he was 
best known.

While attending school in Kent 
County, England, Collier was the 
frontman of a band that, after sev-
eral name and lineup changes, be-
came the rock group Vanity Fare. 

There is little evidence readily available of Collier’s time 
with the group. He was a member in the band’s earliest 
iteration, and he had long since graduated and left to join 
the British Merchant Navy by the time it found interna-
tional success with “Hitchin’ a Ride.” 

The best-recognized versions of the song were recorded 
by one of Collier’s successors, and he admitted the visual 
evidence was mostly limited to a handful of wedding 
photographs with him sporting shoulder-length hair, but 
he still held much of those roughly three years onstage in 
his memories.

“It’s still a golden oldie, and it gave me a huge thrill,” Col-
lier said. “It got me an opportunity to share a beer bottle 
with Eric Burdon of The Animals, to play from the same 
music system that Eric Clapton had used on stage, to 
play with The Hollies, to be on the same show as The Roll-
ing Stones – never the Beatles, the Beatles were a little 
before us and much too grand by the time we did it.”

The names and stories sounded glamorous, but Collier 
was quick to recall that he was part of the group in its 
formative days – a time of paying dues and playing at the 
bottom of the bill as a local band in matching uniforms, 
while the audience waited to see the better-known acts.

“We were the backup group,” he said. “We were never 
liked for being on there. We were always a total distrac-
tion. 

“I remember going on as the 
opening group for a group called 
The Four Pennies who had quite 
a number of hits,” he continued. 
“We were in Maidstone in Kent 
as the opening group, and we’re 
standing there and there were 
showers of pennies being thrown 
at us, and pennies in those days 
were big copper coins. I said to our 
lead guitarist, ‘They really like us,’ 
and he said, ‘What are you talking 
about? They’re trying to hurt you. 
They want you to get off the stage.’ 
Fame is very fleeting, but it was a 
lot of fun.”
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Stallion Spotlight

The Fasig-Tipton New York-Bred Year-
ling Sale is a solid thermometer not 
only for the public’s interest in New 
York-breds, but for the early accep-
tance of the state’s incoming stallions.

Among this year’s class of locally-
based rookies in the New York-bred 
catalog, Normandy Invasion and Mi-
cromanage will have the most oppor-
tunities to prove themselves.

Normandy Invasion, a Grade 1-placed 
runner, is represented by seven entries 
in the catalog, which is the most of any 
incoming New York stallion this year.

The 8-year-old son of Tapit stands at Keane Stud in Amenia, 
N.Y., as property of Kentucky-based Spendthrift Farm, for an 
advertised fee of $3,500. He is at the forefront of commercial 
juggernaut Tapit’s proliferation of sons in markets outside of 
Kentucky and Florida, as evidenced by the fact that he covered 
85 mares in his first season at stud. 

Normandy Invasion had limited opportunities to present wean-
lings during last year’s fall mixed sale season, but he took ad-
vantage of them, producing the co-highest price for a New 
York-sired first-crop weanling at the Fasig-Tipton Saratoga Fall 
Mixed Sale. A filly out of the Tomorrow’s Cat mare Muffy sold 
to Brenda Jones for $30,000 to lead the way, and help push 
Normandy Invasion’s average weanling sale price to $19,667 
from three sold. The same filly is cataloged for this weekend’s 
New York-Bred Yearling Sale as Hip 520.

Normandy Invasion is out of the Boston Harbor mare Boston 
Lady, with an extended family that includes G2 winner Gulls Cry 
and Navesink, as well as G3 winner Derrianne.

Normandy Invasion and Micromanage
By Joe Nevills
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On the racetrack, Normandy Invasion 
won two of 12 starts, and came ach-
ingly close to earning a graded win on 
multiple occasions, including seconds 
in the G1 Wood Memorial and the 
G2 Remsen Stakes and New Orleans 
Handicap. He also ran fourth in the 
2013 Kentucky Derby.

Mike Repole had good fortune start-
ing his runner Giant Surprise at stud 
in New York, and he will try to hit that 
mark again with Micromanage, who 
has six in the catalog.

Micromanage, an 8-year-old Medaglia 
d’Oro horse, stands at Rockridge Stud in Hudson, N.Y., for 
$4,000. He was also popular in his first season at stud, cover-
ing 72 mares.

His weanling sale figures are in near-lockstep with Normandy 
Invasion’s, even down to having the other co-highest first-crop 
New York-sired weanling at last year’s Saratoga Mixed Sale, 
a filly out of the Changeintheweather mare Song of Love who 
went to Repole Stable for $30,000. Micromanage’s three 
weanlings to sell in 2017 averaged $18,667.

Micromanage is out of the stakes-winning Flying Paster 
mare Catnip, whose 15 foals also include G3 winner Inde-
scribable and English stakes winner Elaflaak. Catnip is a 
half-sister to European champion Hold That Tiger and G1 
winner Editor’s Note, giving Micromanage a strong page 
beneath him.

On his own accord, Micromanage won seven of 30 starts, 
highlighted by victories in the G3 Skip Away Stakes and four 
non-graded stakes scores in New York and New Jersey. 

Normandy Invasion

PRS
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Holiday Disguise and Midnight Disguise have put on quite 
the sister act in New York this year, winning six stakes 
between them.

Holiday Disguise, a 2014 foal by Harlan’s Holiday, won the 
Biogio’s Rose on Feb. 8, the Grade 3 Distaff Handicap on 
April 6 and the Critical Eye on May 28. That’s on top of her 
three wins in 2017, including the Bouwerie.

Midnight Disguise, a 2015 foal by Midnight Lute, has won 
five of seven races overall, including the 2018 runnings of 
the Busanda on Jan. 25, the Busher on May 3 and the Bou-
werie – the race won by her older half-sister – on May 28.

Produced from the Yes It’s True mare Thin Disguise, 
Holiday Disguise races for Lady Sheila Stable after being 
purchased by trainer Linda Rice for $220,000 at the 
2015 Fasig-Tipton Saratoga New York-Bred Preferred 
Yearling Sale. 

Veterinarians William B. Wilmot and Joan M. Taylor, who 
operate Stepwise Farm in Saratoga Springs, N.Y., bred 
and sold Holiday Disguise as a weanling, but they opted to 

Honor Roll
Thin Disguise’s Sister Act
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keep Midnight Disguise and turn her over to Rice to train 
for them.

They’ve done well with the family. Wilmot and Taylor bought 
Naughty Natisha (by Known Fact), the dam of Thin Disguise, 
for $150,000 at the 1998 Keeneland November Breed-
ing Stock Sale. In foal to Unbridled, the filly Naughty Natisha 
was carrying would become stakes winner and G2-placed 
Pupil, who was sold by Denali Stud on behalf of Wilmot and 
Taylor to Rick Porter for $250,000 at the 2000 Keenel-
and July Yearling Sale.

Rice had high hopes for Holiday Disguise after she won 
three consecutive races in 2017. “I was pointing her to-
wards the [Grade 1] Test because it was seven-eighths and 
she had run so well in the Bouwerie,” Rice said. “But she 
didn’t come out of the stake as well as I wanted her to, and 
she’s too promising a filly, so I said we have to stop.”

The filly’s return was delayed by bad weather and an equine 
herpesvirus quarantine this winter, but she’s won three of 
six this year, with big fall races still ahead. PRS
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Veterinarians at Rood and Riddle Equine Hospital answer 
your questions about sales and healthcare of Thoroughbred 
auction yearlings, weanlings, 2-year-olds and breeding stock.

Email us at info@paulickreport.com if you have a question 
for a veterinarian. 

QUESTION: Do stifle OCDs spell 
disaster for sale horses?

“In this town, the words ‘stifle OCD’ 
are cause for great angst and con-
cern,” said Dr. Kathleen Paasch of 
Rood and Riddle Equine Hospital at a 
client education seminar earlier this 
year. “If you’re a veterinarian and you 
write these words on a report, you’d 
better be prepared to answer some 
questions.

“People are not going to be happy with you.”

OCD stands for osteochondrosis dissecans, a develop-
mental disease which causes cartilage to form abnor-
mally, creating a weak spot in the cartilage and underlying 
bone. That spot can become partially detached, creating 
a “flap” which may break off in the joint. Horses with OCD 
sometimes suffer mild lameness or stiffness.

Paasch said the prevailing wisdom seems to be that stifle 
issues negatively impact the value of horses, but she as-
serts not all stifle findings should be cause for concern, 
depending on the type of lesion, its location and the age of 
horse.

Paasch said it’s not uncommon for her to find lesions on 
radiographs of foals and weanlings as they are prepared 
for sale as weanlings or yearlings. These generally heal 
before the horse will actually go to sale. Lesions found 
when the horse is around 10 months old will also likely 
heal but could need surgery to ensure this happens 
properly.

“Just because a horse needs to have surgery on a stifle, 
doesn’t mean you should write him off,” she said.

It’s also fairly common to find evidence of old stifle lesions 
on adult horses, but as long as the horse isn’t lame, 
Paasch said this is insignificant.

The most common spots to find a stifle problem are the 
lateral trochlear ridge or the medial femoral condyle, 
which are on the top part of the joint viewed from the 
side. The latter is a weight-bearing surface, while the 
former is not. Lesions on weight-bearing surfaces are 

ASK YOUR VETERINARIAN
Stifle OCDs
By Natalie Voss

Dr. Paasch

Improve the life of your horse.
THIS IS A JOINT EFFORT.

Cartilage & Joint Health
1.800.267.5707  v  barnchats.com

more concerning than those on non-weight-bearing sur-
faces. Logically, the larger the lesion, the more cause for 
concern.

“The majority of lesions will end up healing on their own. 
Some will require surgery, but that’s not always a big deal. 
If surgery is needed, most of those horses perform well,” 
Paasch said. “The most concerning lesions are those that 
are non-surgical and occupy a large part of the joint.

“If you get a report back that has a horse has a stifle 
lesion, make sure you talk to your veterinarian. Don’t just 
jump to a conclusion and give up on the horse.”

Dr. Kathleen Paasch is a shareholder in Rood and Riddle 
Equine Hospital. She received her DVM from Washington 
State University and completed Rood and Riddle’s intern-
ship program the following year. Dr. Paasch specializes 
in lameness, diagnostic imaging, and acupuncture. Dr. 
Paasch answered this question as part of Rood and 
Riddle’s annual client education seminar earlier this year.

PRESENTED BY
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The band’s fortunes were on-course to turn around, 
though, when drummer Dick Allix brought them a new 
song to record: “Hitchin’ a Ride,” written by Peter Cal-
lander and Mitch Murray. A demo of the catchy, pop-driven 
song was recorded by Collier and his bandmates, and it 
was shopped around to record labels. The B-side of the 
record was a cover of The Sunrays’ “I Live For The Sun,” 
which Collier recalled less favorably.

“It was a sort of Beach Boys knockoff with a lot of falsetto, 
and I hated it,” he said. “It was supposed to be the A-side 
because they thought California was more ready for that 
at the time, but of course, the Beach Boys had already 
sold 20 million records when we were ready to release 
this dumb little song.” 

Collier was out of the band and out to sea by 1967, 
and the best-known version of Vanity Fare hit it big with 
“Hitchin’ a Ride” two years later. Unfortunately, the reali-
ties of the music industry kept him out of receiving any 
long-term profits from the song.

“The group that it morphed into took that recording 
and went to California, and after a time managed to get 
somebody to release it,” he said. “In doing so, which was 
fairly common in those days, you had to give up a lot of the 
performing rights. The costs of actually recording it, re-
leasing it, and promoting it were such that they demanded 
a bigger bite of everything that you did.”

Collier said he got a call to re-join the band after the song 
hit the charts stateside, but he was already firmly com-
mitted to the Merchant Navy, and he saw the contractual 
writing on the wall when it came to making a living on their 
hit song.

Collier still has a guitar at home, and he scratches the 
itch to perform each summer at Siro’s Restaurant while 
in town for the Fasig-Tipton yearling sales in Saratoga 
Springs.

The trademark of many good frontmen is comfort with a 
microphone, and Collier said his days in the music indus-
try absolutely translated to his confidence on the auction 
stand – particularly teaching him to project to the entire 
room and keep the size of the crowd in perspective.

“Probably one of the biggest gigs that I ever did was in 
Maidstone with The Animals,” he said. “We opened for 
them, and there might have been a couple thousand 
people there. Eric Burdon came out and looked at our 
equipment and said, ‘You’re not going to get much beyond 
the second row with what you’ve got here. Why don’t you 
guys plug in to our stuff?’ When you’ve got that amount of 
noise coming out and everybody’s having a good time, you 
learn there aren’t that many people listening to you.”

(See the PR Special of Saturday, Aug. 11,  to read more 
about Terence Collier’s 42-year career at Fasig-TIpton)

Continued from Page 1
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Look for his first-crop yearlings 
in 2018
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Five to Watch: 
A Look at Some of the Sale’s Top Hips

By Joe Nevills

Hip 471 Chestnut colt by Mission Impazible x Kettle’s 
Sister, by More Than Ready: By the fast-rising New 
York sire Mission Impazible, this colt is a full brother to 
stakes-placed Paz the Bourbon and a half to G3 winner 
Vinceremos (by Pioneerof the Nile). Those runners are 
among the four winners from five foals to race out of the 
unplaced Kettle’s Sister. Champion Safely Kept highlights 
a female family that also includes G2 winners Partner’s 
Hero and Santiva. Mission Impazible’s yearlings sell for 
an average of $38,262.

Hip 477 Dark Bay or Brown filly by Freud x Lady Re-
naissance, by Smart Strike: Therapist, a Grade 3-placed 
multiple stakes winner, is a full-brother to this filly. Lady 
Renaissance, a winning Smart Strike daughter, has had 
two winners from four foals to race. The page includes 
champions Timber Country and Dubai Millennium, brood-
mare of the year Fall Aspen, and G1 winners Dixie Union, 
Fort Wood, Northern Aspen, and Hamas. Freud has 
ranked no lower than second on the New York general 
sire list each year since 2013.

Hip 530 Dark bay or brown colt by City Zip x Nick’s 
Honor, by Jump Start: A colt from the final crop of the 
late City Zip, out of the unraced producer of four winners 
from six foals to race. Half-siblings include stakes win-
ners The Lewis Dinner (by Posse) and Kelli Got Frosty (by 
Frost Giant) as well as stakes-placed Princess Phoebe (by 
Defer) and Frosty Gal (by Frost Giant). G1 winner Rightly 
So heads up the rest of the page, which also features G3-
placed Gallant Step and Latent Revenge. City Zip began 
his stallion career in the New York and he is best re-
membered in the state for the success of New York-bred 
Dayatthespa, the champion turf female of 2014.

Hip 538 Bay colt by Congrats x One Wise Cowgirl, by 
Wiseman’s Ferry: Grade 1 winner Haveyougoneaway is 
a full sister to this colt. The unraced One Wise Cowgirl 
is the dam of three winners from four runners, and the 
extended family includes G1 winner On the Line, Grade 
3 winner Regal Remark, and G2-placed stakes winner 
Karen R. Yearlings by Congrats sell for an average of 
$76,864. 

Hip 576 Bay filly by Bodemeister x Royal Rhiannon, by 
Broken Vow: The second foal out of winner Royal Rhian-
non, who is herself a half-sister to champion West Coast, 
two other graded stakes-placed runners, and a Japanese 
group stakes producer, all out of the champion juvenile 
filly Caressing. Bodemeister yearlings have posted an av-
erage sale price of $121,486. Extended family members 
include G1 winner Sea Cadet, G2 winner On Target, and 
Japanese G3 winner Danon Legend. PRS
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