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Over the course of his 42 years with 
Fasig-Tipton, Terence Collier has 
logged more than two and a half mil-
lion sky miles.

Those miles have bridged the gap 
between the time of Humphrey and 
John Finney to the auction company’s 
current administration, and criss-
crossed the planet in the interest of 
getting horses sold.

Fortunately, Collier was already well-
attuned to world travel by the time 
he joined Fasig-Tipton in the winter of 
1976, if through a different mode of 
transportation.

A native of Kent, England, Collier 
joined the country’s Merchant Navy after school, working on 
shipping lines that took him between his native country, the 
U.S., and Australia. His goal to steer ships as a deck officer 
was dashed due to a restriction on corrective eyewear, so 
he spent his time in the purser’s department, handling the 
administrative end of the ships.

“I usually called bingo numbers and organized ping-pong 
tournaments,” he said.

Collier’s interest in the Thoroughbred industry came from 
his wife, Elizabeth, who rode horses and was a secretary for 
trainer Scobie Breasley. Through Elizabeth’s connections, 
he landed summer jobs on stud farms during extended 
leaves.

 “It was the sheer beauty of Thoroughbreds in every aspect,” 
Collier said. “We all had our own mares and foals to take 
care of, and I used to have to deal with the teaser. The dif-
ference in character between these horses – between this 
great big stud horse that used to drag me all over the farm 
getting to the paddocks, and the wonderfully gentle mares 
and their foals. If I wasn’t still fascinated by that aspect of 
this business, I’d have long since moved into something dif-
ferent.” 

Between jobs, Collier was tasked with chauffeuring Fasig-
Tipton chairman Humphrey S. Finney through sales and 
farm visits. The two got along well, and Collier was later 
introduced to Finney’s son John, who had ascended to the 
company’s presidency. 

Collier’s friendship with the Finneys eventually led to a job 

offer with Fasig-Tipton, and he left 
England for the auction company’s 
base in New York on a horse flight 
shortly after Christmas 1976.

Today, Collier, 70, is the longest-
tenured full-time employee in Fasig-
Tipton’s history, currently serving 
as director of marketing and the 
primary auction announcer. He also 
handles arbitration disputes, liaises 
with the company’s legal advisors, 
and stacks up sky miles recruiting 
and maintaining international buyers.

Collier rode out some harrowing 
times at Fasig-Tipton over the course 
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Stallion Spotlight

Stallions who reach the top of the mar-
ket with their racehorses and sales 
yearlings are then asked to jump one 
bar higher. The next rung on the ladder 
to equine immortality is getting sons 
who are good sires.

A classic winner and sire of classic win-
ners, Northern Dancer had rafts of good 
sons, and one of the great little stallion’s 
very best was international leader Dan-
zig. He, in turn, left good sons on every 
continent, in both hemispheres, and 
some are still active. The best of the 
remaining sons of Danzig is the interna-
tionally popular sire War Front, and among his earliest sons at 
stud are a couple with first-crop yearlings of 2018.

One of those is the scopy and good-looking Summer Front, 
winner of seven stakes races, including the Grade 2 Ft. Lau-
derdale Stakes and G3 Hill Prince Stakes, earning more 
than $1 million. A turf miler like his sire, Summer Front is 
out of a quality mare by the important sire El Prado (Sadler’s 
Wells), also the sire of leading stallions Medaglia d’Oro and 
Kitten’s Joy.

In addition to a distinguished pedigree, Summer Front brought 
good looks and sound conformation to stud when he retired 
to Airdrie Stud in Kentucky. From 23 starts, Summer Front 
showed his soundness as a stakes winner each season from 
age 2 through 5.

From a first crop of 98 reported foals (from 138 mares bred 
and 116 reported in foal), Summer Front had one in the Sara-
toga select yearling sale that sold for $325,000 and has five 
in the New York-bred selected yearling auction. 
Of these, Hip 396 is an example of one way that breeders are 

approaching Summer Front’s pedigree, 
which is linebred to Northern Dancer 
through the male line and broodmare 
sire line. With Hip 396, Summer Front 
was mated to a mare by another North-
ern Dancer line, that of Storm Cat 
through his grandson Discreet Cat. This 
colt is out of a half-sister to stakes win-
ner Social King, a son of the Sadler’s 
Wells stallion King of Kings.

Other yearlings by Summer Front are 
bred on generally outcrossed lines. Hip 
585, for instance, is out of the Street 
Cry mare Sarah’s Pleasure, from the 

Mr. Prospector line. This yearling is thus bred on the ever-
popular Northern Dancer – Mr. Prospector cross. The dam 
is a winning half-sister to the multiple G3 winner J’Ray (Distant 
View), who earned $745,089 and is the dam of stakes winner 
General Jack (Giant’s Causeway).

Another example of a generic outcross for Summer Front is 
found with Hip 625, a dark bay colt out of the Stephen Got Even 
mare Summer Shade. Stephen Got Even is a son of Horse of 
the Year A.P. Indy, from the Nasrullah – Bold Ruler male line 
and one of the “go to” lines for outcrossing the ever-present 
Northern Dancer or Mr. Prospector. 

This colt’s dam, Summer Shade, won two races and is closely 
related to G3 Comely Stakes winner Hot Summer (by the A.P. 
Indy stallion Malibu Moon), as well as the G2 stakes-placed 
Stirred Up (Lemon Drop Kid) and stakes-placed Southwest 
(Cozzene). Their dam is stakes-placed Summer Delight (Quiet 
American).

More Summer Front yearlings will be shown at auction 
through the fall. PRS

Summer Front

Summer Front’s First Yearlings
By Frank Mitchell



Richard Leahy and Don Robinson combined in 2000 
to purchase a yearling filly by Gulch for $130,000, and 
later named her Fahamore; 18 years later, Leahy’s 
development of the family peaked with millionaire Au-
dible’s Grade 1 win in the 2018 Florida Derby.

“It’s a great family,” said Robinson, who has counted 
Leahy’s Oak Bluff Stables as a longtime client. “For 
him, she was his blue hen, just an incredible family. 
She had soundness problems, but she’s been kind 
of everything for him. Just the kind of mare that a 
breeder would be lucky to get.”

Fahamore made just one start and finished off the 
board, but in the breeding shed she really made her 
mark with fillies. Her best performer was Akilina, a 
multiple New York-bred stakes winner and earner of 
$316,460. Akilina in turn produced Governor Malibu, 
a multiple graded-placed stakes winner who has so far 
earned $665,700.

It was Fahamore’s daughter Blue Devil Bel (Gilded 
Time), a winner of seven of her 20 lifetime starts, who 
would go on to produce Audible. Leahy chose to cross 
her with up-and-coming young stallion Into Mischief, 
and the resulting colt was particularly impressive.

Leahy kept most of the fillies from the family, but the 
colts went to auction. Robinson consigned Audible to 
the Fasig-Tipton New York-bred yearling sale, where 
he brought $175,000. Later pinhooked through the 
Fasig-Tipton Florida Select 2-year-old in training sale, 
Audible brought $500,000 from the partnership of 
WinStar Farm and China Horse Club.

“He was really a nice a horse as a yearling,” Robinson 
continued, “but I was a little disappointed because I 
thought he’d bring more… It was right before Into Mis-
chief really hit, right before people started to realize 
he was something special.”
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Honor Roll
Leahy’s ‘Blue Hen’ Led to Audible

By Chelsea Hackbarth

Audible

After a maiden and allowance win at Aqueduct late 
last year, Audible stamped himself as a serious Triple 
Crown contender with a 5 ½-length victory in the G2 
Holy Bull in early February. He came from off the pace 
to take the Florida Derby by three lengths.

The weekend of the Florida Derby was an emotional roll-
er coaster for Leahy, as Blue Devil Bel passed away just 
before Audible’s triumphant performance at Gulfstream. 
The colt went on to run third in the G1 Kentucky Derby.

“At least he still has most of the females from that 
family,” Robinson said.

Interestingly, another colt the pair had consigned to 
the same yearling sale session, which Leahy bought 
back for $8,000, has gone on to be a multiple stakes 
winner in New York. Therapist, by Freud out of the 
Smart Strike mare Lady Renaissance, has a full sister 
in this year’s sale (Hip 477, consigned by Robinson’s 
Winter Quarter Farm). PRS
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QUESTION: Horses who crib are 
marked as such in the sales pro-
gram. How much should that put a 
potential buyer off?

DR. TOM RIDDLE: Cribbing is an 
undesirable behavior in horses which 
means that a horse has a habit 
of grasping a solid object such as 
a fence board and in many cases 
“sucking” air. 

At the yearling sales buyers are primarily interested in 
the horse’s race potential, which is very rarely affected 
by cribbing. Because of this, most yearling buyers do 
not penalize the yearling’s sale price for cribbing. I don’t 
think consignors are very concerned about their yearling 
being labeled a cribber, but they try to identify and report 
individuals that crib to the sales companies because they 
know buyers can return purchases that are found to crib.

In a few instances, cribbing may be associated with 
health problems such as colic or poor body condition. 
These medical conditions, while rare in cribbers, are 
more commonly seen in older adult horses and are usu-
ally not seen at the racetrack. I have seen a few cribbers 
that I would label chronic colickers, with the colic usu-
ally thought to be caused by increased “gas.” Another 
problem that has been reported in broodmares that crib 
is contamination of the reproductive tract, which prob-
ably happens when the mare cribs causing her to also 
aspirate air into her vagina.

Cribbing is of somewhat more concern for broodmares or 
breeding stallions because cribbing can be very hard on 
fences. Because of the concern for both the poor appear-
ance of fences and the actual harm to the integrity of the 
wood caused by cribbers, some farm managers don’t like 

ASK YOUR VETERINARIAN
Cribbers
By Dr. Tom Riddle

Dr. Riddle

Improve the life of your horse.
THIS IS A JOINT EFFORT.

Cartilage & Joint Health
1.800.267.5707  v  barnchats.com

to have cribbers on their farm. With Thoroughbred breed-
ing stock, this is usually not a reason to turn down a horse, 
but if there are two very similar mares or horses available, 
prospective buyers may opt for the non-cribber.

The cause of cribbing is controversial and thoughts 
range from “nerves” to gastric ulcers. Once a horse has 
developed the habit, treatment is almost never success-
ful. In some cases cribbers greatly decrease this abnor-
mal behavior or stop cribbing when they are turned out, 
but the only way to find this out is to try it, and this usually 
isn’t possible until the horse is already on your farm. 

Dr. Thomas Riddle received his veterinary degree from 
the University of Georgia in 1978 and came to Central 
Kentucky to intern with Dr. Don Witherspoon at Spend-
thrift Farm. He joined Dr. Bill Rood’s ambulatory practice 
in 1982, and in 1985 the two purchased the land on 
which Rood and Riddle Equine Hospital now sits. The 
hospital now includes three campuses and is owned by 
23 shareholders.
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Diversify and Mind Your Biscuits filled out a New York-
bred exacta in the Grade 1 Whitney Stakes on Aug. 4, 
but that wasn’t the first time they’ve shared the spotlight 
on an August evening in Saratoga Springs.

The two heavyweights in the older male division were 
each offered during the 2014 Fasig-Tipton New York-
Bred Yearling Sale, and they ended the sale going in 
different directions.

Diversify, a son of Bellamy Road, was one of the auction’s 
standouts, selling for $150,000 to Maverick Racing. On 
the other end of the spectrum was Mind Your Biscuits, a 
Posse colt who was RNAed for $47,000.

Diversify was consigned at the New York-bred sale by Taylor 
Made Sales Agency, as agent for breeders Fred Hertrich III, 
of Paris, Ky.-based Watercress Farm, and John Fielding.

After starting his career in New York-bred competition, 
Diversify has flourished as an older horse, winning last 
year’s G1 Jockey Club Gold Cup, and following up this 
year with a victory in the G2 Suburban Stakes.

“Diversify is a great example of what Watercress Farm 
has been trying to accomplish with their New York-
bred program,” said Taylor Made’s Mark Taylor. “These 
horses grow up in Kentucky and have the added bonus of 
eligibility for the lucrative New York-bred program.

Mind Your Biscuits came to the New York-bred sale as 
a short yearling pinhook, after selling to the Brogden fam-
ily’s Machmer Hall for $47,000 at the 2014 Keeneland 
January Horses of All Ages Sale. 

He went through the Fasig-Tipton sale seven months 
later under the consignment of Select Sales, in which 
Brogden is a partner, and he was bought back for 
the same price. Mind Your Biscuits was once again a 
$47,000 buyback as a 2-year-old.

The buyback colt would go on to out-earn every horse in 
that year’s New York-bred sale. He is the all-time highest-
earning horse bred in the Empire State, currently sitting 
at $4,159,286. Fueling that number are wins in two edi-
tions of the G1 Dubai Golden Shaheen, along with scores 
in the G1 Malibu Stakes, G2 Amsterdam Stakes and 
Belmont Sprint Championship Stakes and G3 Gulfstream 
Park Sprint Stakes.

“He was a grand short yearling,” Brogden said. “Big, tall 
and fancy, with a slinky walk. By the time we got to the 
yearling sale, his sire was really falling out of commercial 
favor and at that point he had gotten a little gangly and 
weak in his hocks. Susan Montayne and Chad Summers 
saw in his potential post-RNA, and the rest is history.”

Fasig-Tipton’s New York-Bred 
Sale Produces Whitney Exacta

By Joe Nevills

PRS



Erin Robinson   859.421.7531     Lere Visagie   518.851.6616 
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www.rockridgestud.com
PHOTOS @ BARBARA LIVINGSTON  

First-Crop 
Yearlings 

LOOK FOR YEARLINGS BY:

Medaglia d’Oro – Catnip, by Flying PasterGiant’s Causeway –Twisted Sis,  by A.P. Indy

• Average Earnings/Runner - $80,000+
• 1.78 AEI – HIGHEST of all New York Sires
• SIX - $100,000+ Earners, including:
 SUDDEN SURPRISE ($702,298)
 SUPER SURPRISE ($462,300) 

• Graded SW of $790,551
• Triple Digit Beyers in Five Stakes
• Won/placed in 15 stakes, dirt and turf
• Stakes winner at 3, 4, & 5

At Fasig-Tipton  
Saratoga NY Bred Preferred Sale

Giant Surprise
335 filly – We Kept Her (Victory Gallop)

478 colt – Lake Toccet (Toccet)

Micromanage
344 filly – Won Perfect Rose (Air Forbes Won)

391 filly – Dark Dolores (Strong Hope)
473 filly – Knight Tripp (Trippi)

556 colt – Procellous (Smarty Jones)
580 colt – Sakura Ballerina (Pure Prize)

616 colt – Stand On Top (Peaks and Valleys)

MICROMANAGEGIANT SURPRISE

MEDAGLIA D’ORO  

Tops Saratoga Select

$1.35 M colt
$1.3 M filly
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of 42 years, starting with the end of John Finney’s time at 
the helm of the company in the late 1980s. 

“I can remember one night late in the year, when John was 
still president. He called our senior executives together, 
there were about eight of us, and he explained our rather 
dire situation at the time,” Collier said. “He said, ‘Here’s 
what I want you to do. I want you to go home and write a 
list and put on it who you would see as the white knight for 
Fasig-Tipton.’ At the end of it, that white knight was Peter 
Brant.”

Brant, and a partnership including then-Calumet Farm 
president J.T. Lundy, bought a majority stake in the auction 
company in 1987. Things quickly turned sour when unethi-
cal bidding practices with Calumet horses dealt a critical 
blow to Fasig-Tipton’s reputation. “For a period of time, 
that looked like everything was going in the right direction 
for Fasig,” Collier said. “Unfortunately, it didn’t work out. 
We got in a similar situation and needed another savior, 
and lo and behold, here came John Hettinger at Akindale 
Farm and he became the principal shareholder at Fasig-
Tipton.

“There were a couple of wild rides in there, and then we hit 
this period with John at the helm,” he continued. “It saw the 
rise of Walt Robertson and [current Fasig-Tipton president] 
Boyd [Browning] within the management roles here and they 
did a great job. From that point onwards, I would say John 
Hettinger’s ownership of this company has led to a period of 
stability and led to the business model that we have today.”

Fasig-Tipton was acquired by a Dubai-based company in 
2008, shortly before Hettinger’s death.

Collier downplayed his own importance in Fasig-Tipton’s 
history despite being the company’s public voice for much 
of his life. However, he said being the company’s elder 
statesman did not necessarily mean he had an eye toward 
imminent retirement, though the company would be in good 
hands whenever he decides to do so.

“I think the reports of my death are greatly exaggerated,” he 
said. “The number of people that come up to me and say, ‘I 
hear you’re retiring soon.’ I don’t think you have to make a 
decision about retirement, I think it comes to you. Whether 
you’re reluctant to hear the sounds or whether you’re will-
ing to hear the sounds just depends on the personality of 
the person that’s involved. 

For now, Collier said, he’d like to give Fasig-Tipton all the 
time he can offer because of his commitment to the clien-
tele that’s built up over his decades of service. He also feels 
good about the company’s future.  

“I’ve got a group of younger colleagues here that I feel more 
comfortable with today than I’ve ever felt with the junior 
management with Fasig-Tipton, that I am comfortable will 
take the company in the direction it deserves to go.”

(Tomorrow: Collier’s rock star days)

Continued from Page 1

PRS

k a r a ko n t i e
3 X  G 1 -W I N N I N G  M I L E R
W I T H  A  S I R E ’S  P E D I G R E E

Look for his first-crop yearlings 
in 2018
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Five to Watch: 
A Look at Some of the Sale’s Top Hips

By Frank Mitchell

Hip 311 Bay colt by Constitution x Tizfiz, by Tiznow: Colt is 
from the first crop of yearlings by the multiple Grade 1 win-
ner Constitution (by Tapit). The sire earned his chops with 
impressive victories in the G1 Florida Derby at 3 and the 
G1 Donn at 4 and is a son of three-time leading sire Tapit 
(Pulpit). Colt is out of G2 stakes winner Tizfiz, victor in the 
San Gorgonio Handicap and earner of $410,944. The dam 
has also produced the closely related Awestruck (Tapit), 
second in a listed stakes with earnings of $203,337. This 
colt is from the family of Favorite Trick, Horse of the Year as 
a 2-year-old in 1997.

Hip 349 Bay colt by Honor Code x Acey Deucey, by Aba-
ginone: A colt from the first crop of foals by multiple G1 
winner Honor Code, who was the last champion sired by the 
great stallion A.P. Indy (Seattle Slew). Honor Code was a top 
juvenile, winning the G2 Remsen and second in the G1 Cham-
pagne. The near-black colt came back to earn championship 
honors with victories in the G1 Metropolitan Handicap and 
G1 Whitney Stakes. The colt is out of G1 Prioress Stakes win-
ner Acey Deucey, also the dam of multiple New York stakes 
winner Preachintothedevil (Pulpit). Third dam is champion 
Cascapedia (Chieftain), winner of the G1 Vanity and producer 
of two graded stakes winners.

Hip 358 Chestnut filly by Lea x Ballade’s Girl, by Saint Bal-
lado: Pretty filly is from the first crop of the Claiborne Farm 
stallion Lea (First Samurai), winner of the G1 Donn Handicap, 
as well as second in the G1 Breeders’ Cup Dirt Mile and 
G1 Stephen Foster in a career that brought him earnings 
of $2.3 million. This filly is a half-sister to G3 stakes winner 
Coalport and listed stakes winner Jolly Good Kitten (both by 
Kitten’s Joy). Their dam is a daughter of the important Halo 
stallion Saint Ballado. Strong female family traces back to 
Horse of the Year Busher

Hip 404 Bay colt by Tonalist x Electric Shock, by Cure the 
Blues: This colt is from the first crop of prospective athletes 
by classic winner Tonalist (Tapit out of a Pleasant Colony 
mare from the family of Broodmare of the Year Toll Booth). A 
multiple G1 winner, Tonalist won the Belmont Stakes, Jockey 
Club Gold Cup twice, and Cigar Mile at the top level. He also 
placed second in the Metropolitan Handicap and third in the 
Travers and Whitney. Colt is closely related to G3 Dwyer win-
ner Fish Trappe Road (by Tapit son Trappe Shot) and out of 
New York stakes winner Electric Shock.

Hip 455 Bay colt by Carpe Diem x Istanford, by Istan: Bay 
colt is a member of the first set of foals by multiple G1 winner 
Carpe Diem (Giant’s Causeway), winner of the Breeders’ Fu-
turity at 2, when he was also second in the G1 Breeders’ Cup 
Juvenile, and the Blue Grass Stakes at 3, earning $1.5 million. 
This colt is the first foal out of Istanford (Istan), winner of the 
G2 San Clemente Handicap and G3 Arlington Classic. PRS

ALBERTUS
MAXIMUS

by Albert the Great

Kent Barnes,  Stallion Manager  859-224-4585
Albertus Maximus - Mohaymen - Tamarkuz   

www.shadwellfarm.com

INCLUDING A G1 CHAMPION

1ST THREE CROPS  

79%  
WON/PLACED


