
Mid-Atlantic’s Legacy of Horsemanship
By Natalie Voss
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Although Kentucky is known as the “Horse Capital of the 
World,” a quick trip east to Maryland or Virginia provides 
excellent reminders that it doesn’t hold a monopoly on the 
title. In fact, you might say Kentucky wouldn’t have gotten 
to be “Kentucky” without the particular brand of horsemen 
who got a start in the rolling hills of the east. 

Steeplechasing, point-to-point, pony racing, and foxhunting 
are all alive and well alongside hunter/jumper and oc-
casional eventers in the northwestern Virginia/Maryland 
corridors, and many of the best-known trainers, managers, 
and riders from the region have dabbled in other disciplines 
before or alongside their work in flat racing. 

Though he’s based in Pennsylvania, Jonathan Sheppard is 
arguably one of the most nationally-recognizable names with 
this crossover background, and up-and-comer Jonathan 
Thomas had a similar start, converting from steeplechase 
jockey to flat trainer. 

Sheppard says he thinks his background in different horse 
sports has improved his ability to assess a horse as a 
whole. 

“It’s almost second nature, rather than something you learn 
from someone else,” Sheppard said. “I think if you’ve grown 
up with it, it gives you a little more in-depth perspective. It 
does give you an innate passion for the Thoroughbred.”

He also believes a broader view of a horse’s abilities makes 
it easier for horsemen with this varied background to think 
forward to a second career. 

“I think if you’ve grown up with horses it’s not just a busi-
ness, it’s not just a numbers game, you do have a little more 
concern,” he said. “I think it’s easier because we have a wide 
range of contacts in other sports, rather than just a barn 
full of horses at Philadelphia Park.”

Sheppard mentioned to one of his employees a few years 
ago that he wished he had kept closer track on some of his 
former trainees who have gone on to excel in other disci-
plines. For Christmas that year, his employee presented him 
with an album filled with photos of former Sheppard horses 
on foxhunts and at shows – he thinks about 65 in all. 

From the riding perspective, an all-around education can be 
beneficial, too. Although most widely known for her career in 
broadcasting, Charlsie Cantey had a similar upbringing, rid-
ing show horses, learning to gallop in Middleburg, Va., and 
moving up the racetrack hierarchy before working for Frank 
Whiteley and becoming a trainer herself. 

“I think the biggest gift it gave to me was obviously you have 
to have a decent set of hands, and I think that’s the one 
thing in the world that helped women make the break into 
racing,” Cantey said. “Everyone would say, ‘Oh, girls can’t 
hold all these big strong horses’ and it really wasn’t about 
strength. It was really about finesse. That was the great 
thing that enabled me to get along with some, let’s say, 
unpopular horses.” 

John Williams, Maryland native and former manager at 
Spendthrift Farm in Kentucky, had an appreciation for the 
all-around horseman, too. Williams had grown up exer-
cising horses and mucking stalls for a public stable and 
climbing on his neighbor’s unruly pony when it proved too 
naughty for the little girl. He broke yearlings (and some-
times, he said, “they broke me”). 
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Fasig-Tipton Midlantic
Two Year Olds In Training
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Three fast fillies and
a precocious colt!

208  F. Tizway – Eve Of Destruction  NY-BRED

291  F. Tapizar – Keep It A Secret  KY-BRED

357  C. Midshipman – Mirjah  KY-BRED

519  F. Freud – Simply Preferred  NY-BRED
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Stallion Spotlight

In a stallion market that bestows riotous overappreciation one 
season and then near-total neglect the next, the stallions with 
a star beside their names go to Kentucky, and the rest go beg-
ging. It’s not that horse owners in Florida, Pennsylvania and 
Maryland don’t breed good stock, but their markets for young 
horses are even worse than Kentucky’s.

As a result, stallion farms have to get 
creative, and any young horse going to 
stud in a regional market has to have 
something to hang his hat on if there 
are hopes of getting a large enough 
book of quality mares. A race record 
with some distinction and a pedigree 
that lends hope of serious stallion po-
tential are requirements.

Surely, Super Ninety Nine has a strong 
enough pedigree. He has, top and bot-
tom, the two most commercially ap-
pealing lines in America right now: A.P. 
Indy through Pulpit and Mr. Prospec-
tor through Unbridled’s Song.

In addition to three-time national leading sire Tapit (out of an 
Unbridled mare), this male line is also responsible for Kentucky 
Derby and Preakness winner California Chrome, now covering 
large books of mares in Kentucky for a $40,000 stud fee.

California Chrome’s sire is the Pulpit stallion Lucky Pulpit, who 
hit the mark all regional stallions aim for with a national cham-
pion and classic winner.

Super Ninety Nine has history to support his case. Owner-
breeder Wayne Hughes, owner of Spendthrift Farm, also had 
Malibu Moon (A.P. Indy) and sent him to stand in Maryland at 
the Pons family’s Country Life Farm near Bel Air.

Spendthrift’s Mark Toothaker added: “We partnered with the 
Pons family on the horse because we’d had such good luck 
with Malibu Moon and were hoping to catch lightning in a bot-
tle again.”

Malibu Moon sired graded winners from the start, had a 
champion 2-year-old in his second crop, and now stands at 

Spendthrift for a $75,000 stud fee.

Toothaker said, “The foals by Super 
Ninety Nine have great bone, beautiful 
bodies, and they look like horses that 
ought to go in :10 flat. An absolutely 
beautiful son of Pulpit.”

The potential to hit a major strike with 
a young horse of pedigree and athletic 
talent will bring good mares, and that 
is reflected in the sales horses avail-
able by Super Ninety Nine at Fasig-Tip-
ton Midlantic. 

For instance, Hip 90 is a chestnut colt 
out of the Sky Classic mare As Long 

as Ittakes, the dam of stakes winners Moonlit Malibu (Mali-
bu Moon) and Wait It Out (Swain). The colt’s dam is out of 
stakes winner Find Happiness (Buckfinder) and is a half-sister 
to stakes winner Larkwhistle (Silver Deputy), a champion in 
Canada and dam of three stakes winners.

Also, Hip 140 stands out on pedigree. This is a dark bay colt 
out of an unraced daughter of Kentucky Derby winner Fusaichi 
Pegasus (Mr. Prospector). The next dam is champion La Cha-
posa, dam of G1 winners Chaposa Springs (Test, Ballerina) 
and You and I (Metropolitan Handicap).

Now it’s up to the buyers and trainers. PRS

Super Ninety Nine

Super Ninety Nine’s First Crop
By Frank Mitchell
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A filly named Sweet Reason first brought Jeff Tread-
way and Charles Boden together. The Treadway-owned 
three-time Grade 1 winner was from the first crop of 
Street Sense, and Boden was stallion manager for Dar-
ley America; the two men struck up a friendship.

On Kentucky Derby Saturday, a colt Boden had pur-
chased on Treadway’s behalf, Maraud, captured the 
Grade 2 American Turf Stakes at Churchill.

Boden first asked Treadway for a chance when he 
opened up his own bloodstock business in 2016. At the 
2017 Fasig-Tipton Midlantic 2-year-old in training sale, 
Boden and clocker Gary Young came up with a short list 
for Treadway to choose from.

“Jeff is a really good student of the game,” said Boden. 
“I give him lots of props for that, because he’s had a lot 
of success with a relatively small number of horses.”

One of the colts on that short list was a son of Blame 
out of the Empire Maker mare Unbridled Empire. Blame 
wasn’t particularly commercial at that time, recalled 
Boden, but the female side of his pedigree was attrac-
tive and the colt had breezed very well, per Young.

Additionally, a half-brother to the 2-year-old, named Ark-
low ( by Blame’s sire, Arch), had just won the American 
Turf, an update not listed in the catalog. 

“That was an impressive race,” Boden recalled. “The 
updates aren’t a secret, definitely, but we thought it all 
made sense with Blame being by Arch himself.”

J.J. Crupi had purchased the colt at the Keeneland 
September sale for $100,000, and consigned him to 
the Fasig-Tipton sale. 

“We also got a good push from Crupi, with whom Jeff 
also has a good relationship,” Boden said. “He gave us 

PRS

Honor Roll
Maraud Follows Family Footsteps

By Chelsea Hackbarth

Maraud

the thumbs up, saying this was a colt we could go right 
on with after the sale.”

Boden can still recall the moment Maraud walked into 
the sales ring. He was standing next to Treadway in the 
rear of the pavilion, bidding cautiously until the hammer 
fell at $375,000.

“It’s fun when you get what you want at the sale,” 
laughed Boden. “You feel like you won the race already.”

Since Maraud had breezed so well on the dirt at the 
sale, Boden had initially hoped he’d be a dirt horse for 
the first Saturday in May. The colt still made it to that 
day, of course, just on a different surface, following in the 
footsteps of his year-older sibling.

Since making his debut at Saratoga last September, 
Maraud has been kept on the grass for all seven of his 
career starts, resulting in four wins and two third-place 
finishes. In addition to the American Turf he won the 
G3 Palm Beach Stakes at Gulfstream Park.

ERIC KALET PHOTO
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Veterinarians at Rood and Riddle Equine Hospital answer 
your questions about sales and healthcare of Thoroughbred 
auction yearlings, weanlings, 2-year-olds and breeding stock.

Email us at info@paulickreport.com if you have a question 
for a veterinarian. 

QUESTION: What can a heart scan 
really tell me as I prepare to pur-
chase a horse at auction?

DR. BILL GILSENAN: Heart scans, 
also known as echocardiograms, are 
used to create ultrasonographic im-
ages of the heart. Echocardiography 
allows visualization of the entirety of 
the heart. This includes the cardiac 
walls and interventricular septum 

(composed of cardiac muscle), the valves and chambers 
within the heart, and the large vessels that carry blood 
to and away from the heart. By examining the heart 
throughout the cardiac cycle, determination of cardiac 
function indicators can be made. 

Many of us are familiar with racehorses storied to have 
famously large hearts — Secretariat and Eclipse be-
ing two primary examples. It has been theorized that 
the successes of these two legendary horses can be 
credited to the size of this organ. And there is reason 
to conclude that this is the case. The left ventricle is 
the most muscular cardiac chamber and is responsible 
for pumping oxygenated blood coming directly from the 
lungs out through the aorta to be delivered to the rest 
of the body. In human athletes that are trained for either 
endurance or strength, there is evidence that thickening 
(hypertrophy) of the left ventricular wall can occur with 
training. This structural change can lead to increases in 
stroke volume and cardiac output, which ultimately en-
hance a person’s oxygen carrying capacity. Studies have 
also demonstrated that these structural changes can 
occur in equine athletes in response to training.  

Heart scans have become an important component of 
the sales process. The veterinarians who perform these 
scans have measured a large number of equine hearts 
and have as such amassed a large database of informa-
tion. Because much of this data is proprietary informa-
tion, there is a paucity of recent peer-reviewed literature 
available on the subject. However, many who have pur-
sued this purchasing strategy have encountered success 
in using it. It must be emphasized that evaluating the 
heart in isolation from the rest of the body is really just 
“one piece of the puzzle.”

The use of echocardiography in horses is not limited to 

ASK YOUR VETERINARIAN
Value of Heart Scan
By Dr. William F. Gilsenan

Dr. Gilsenan

Improve the life of your horse.
THIS IS A JOINT EFFORT.

Cartilage & Joint Health
1.800.267.5707  v  barnchats.com

assessing athletic potential. Echocardiography is a criti-
cal tool in evaluating a horse’s heart for cardiac pathol-
ogy. The aim of an echocardiographic examination in 
this scenario is to gather information that will allow for 
diagnosis and treatment recommendations. Common 
indications for this type of heart scan include valvular 
leakage, stretching of the cardiac walls, and congenital 
defects. While any of these abnormalities can certainly 
affect athletic potential, they can also interfere with a 
horse’s longevity and even a horse’s safety to ride due to 
a potential for collapse. 

Dr. Bill Gilsenan received his veterinary degree from 
the University of Pennsylvania in 2008. Following an 
internship at Colorado State University, he completed 
a residency in large animal internal medicine at the 
New Bolton Center, University of Pennsylvania. He held 
a faculty position at the Virginia-Maryland College of 
Veterinary Medicine until joining the staff at Rood and 
Riddle Equine Hospital as an internal medicine special-
ist in 2015.

PRESENTED BY
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Williams worked on the racetrack for trainer J.W. Sheffer 
(often taking the reins when Sheffer feigned a straw allergy 
and didn’t come by the shedrow), and later Wilmot Haun, 
trainer for Edgar Lucas’ Helmore Farm. Lucas hand-picked 
him to manage a new branch of Helmore although Williams 
thought at the time he was lacking in experience. He also 
wasn’t sure what to do with sales horses, since Helmore 
almost never sold its homebreds, so he was out of his depth 
when asked to prep a yearling for auction in Kentucky.

“I had no idea [what to do], so I made him look how I would 
have wanted him to look,” said Williams. “I did all the things 
we did [with sport horses] – lunging, cavessons, all of that.”  

The result was a horse so nice-looking, Williams started 
to get offers to work in Kentucky. When he identified the 
relative lack of experienced horsemen in the area, he called 
on the connections he had made syndicating stallions and 
breeding mares in the Mid-Atlantic. 

Williams’ honor roll of staff included Maryland imports 
Barry Ezrine (manager at Patchen Wilkes Farm), Bill Reight-
ler (who now has his own sales/bloodstock company), and 
Rick Nichols (Shadwell vice president), among others.  

Williams, thanks to his tutelage under Haun, focused on the 
details – the proper way to pull a mane, to hang a water 
bucket (with the snaps facing in, to avoid an injury to the 
horse), to take a feed tub out of the stall after dinner. While 
he’s quick to point out Maryland and Virginia-based people 
didn’t have the monopoly on horsemanship, it was attention 
to detail he believed would help horses succeed.

“I was kind of surprised at seeing stallions squirted off in 
December and put in their stalls to drip dry. Broken fence 
and frozen ground and cracked heels – a whole lot of things 
I couldn’t imagine. Raise a Native’s paddock, the only thing 
holding the fence up was honeysuckle,” he remembered. 

“Pony Clubbers knew how to pick a horse’s feet and they 
knew how important it was to do that. They didn’t come out 
and get on an already-saddled pony, they had to do all kinds 

Continued from Page 1

Two-Year-Old New York Bred Spring Bonus Program

$25,000 in bonus money (above purse) divided as follows:
Owners - Finish Position: 1st ($9,000), 2nd ($4,500), 3rd ($2,500)
Trainers - Finish Position: 1st ($4,000), 2nd ($3,000), 3rd ($2,000)

*Bonuses effective for the 2018 Belmont Spring/Summer Meets.

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:
Andrew M Byrnes NYRA, Stakes Coordinator | abyrnes@nyrainc.com | (718) 659-4217

N E W  Y O R K  R A C I N G  A S S O C I A T I O N 
2018 TWO-YEAR-OLD OPEN COMPANY  
SPRING PROGRAM – NEW YORK

Wednesday, April 18th 
Aqueduct Race Track   

Astoria Trial A  •  Maiden, Fillies Two-Years-Old
Purse $100,000 •••• Four and One-Half Furlongs
($50,000 to winners, $20,000, $10,000, $7,500, $5,000, $4,000 & $3,500 to be divided 7th – 10th)  
Field limited to 10 starters

Thursday, May 3rd
Belmont Race Track

Astoria Trial B  •  Maiden, Fillies Two-Years-Old
Five Furlongs •••• Purse $100,000
($50,000 to winner, $20,000, $10,000, $7,500, $5,000, $4,000 & $3,500 to be divided 7th – 10th)  
Field limited to 10 starters

Wednesday, May 16th            
Belmont Race Track     

Astoria Trial C  •  Maiden, Fillies Two-Years-Old
Five Furlongs •••• Purse $100,000
($50,000 to winner, $20,000, $10,000, $7,500, $5,000, $4,000 & $3,500 to be divided 7th – 10th)  
Field limited to 10 starters

Thursday, May 24th            
Belmont Race Track     

Astoria Trial D  •  Maiden, Fillies Two-Years-Old
Five Furlongs (Turf) •••• Purse $100,000
($50,000 to winner, $20,000, $10,000, $7,500, $5,000, $4,000 & $3,500 to be divided 7th – 10th)  
Field limited to 10 starters

Thursday, June 7th
Belmont Race Track

Astoria Stakes  •  $150,000  F,2YO  5 ½ Furlongs

Thursday, April 19th            
Aqueduct Race Track     

Tremont Trial A  •  Maiden, Two-Year-Olds
Four and One-Half Furlongs •••• Purse $100,000
($50,000 to winner, $20,000, $10,000, $7,500, $5,000, $4,000 & $3,500 to    
 be divided 7th – 10th)  Field limited to 10 starter

Friday, May 4th            
Belmont Race Track  

Tremont Trial B  •  Maiden, Two-Year-Olds
Five Furlongs •••• Purse $100,000
($50,000 to winner, $20,000, $10,000, $7,500, $5,000, $4,000 & $3,500 to be divided 7th – 10th)  
Field limited to 10 starters

Thursday, May 17th           
Belmont Race Track  

Tremont Trial C  •  Maiden, Two-Year-Olds
Five Furlongs •••• Purse $100,000
($50,000 to winner, $20,000, $10,000, $7,500, $5,000, $4,000 & $3,500 to be divided 7th – 10th)  
Field limited to 10 starters

Friday, May 25th
Belmont Race Track   

Tremont Trial D  •  Maiden, Two-Year Olds
Five Furlongs (Turf) •••• Purse $100,000
($50,000 to winner, $20,000, $10,000, $7,500, $5,000, $4,000 & $3,500 to be divided 7th – 10th)  
Field limited to 10 starters

Friday, June 8th     
Belmont Race Track

Tremont Stakes  •  $150,000  2YO  5 ½ Furlongs

of things themselves. They knew how to feed him. They knew 
how to clean his stall and they cleaned his stall. They knew 
how to stand him up. They were already trained, same as 
on the racetrack. If you learn from a master, it becomes 
second nature to you. The things I learned from Bill Haun 
are still with me today.”
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Six to Watch: 
A Look at Some of the Sale’s Top Hips

By Frank Mitchell

Hip 49 Bay colt by Yes It’s True x Yanquee Reign, by 
Yankee Victor: By Grade 1 winner Yes It’s True, the sire 
of champion sprint filly La Verdad, G1 winner The Big Beast 
(King’s Bishop), and 15 crops with total earnings of more 
than $67 million, this colt is a half-brother to multiple G1 win-
ner Melatonin (by sprint champion Kodiak Kowboy). Stakes-
placed dam is out of a half-sister to multiple G1 winner Twice 
the Vice. 

Hip 50 Bay colt by Hard Spun x Yawkey Way, by Grand 
Slam: Colt is by Hard Spun, a son of super sire Danzig and 
the sire of 62 stakes winners to date, including champion 
filly Questing and G1 Wood Memorial winner Wicked 
Strong. This colt is out of stakes winner Yawkey Way, by 
the good Gone West stallion Grand Slam, and is a half-
brother to stakes winner Tap It All (Tapizar), winner of the 
California Oaks.

Hip 104 Dark bay filly by Bellamy Road x Bien Sucre, 
by Ends Well: The sire of this filly is 2005 Wood Memorial 
Stakes winner Bellamy Road, the sire of nine crops that have 
earned nearly $25 million, including Wood Memorial winner 
Toby’s Corner and Jockey Club Gold Cup winner Diversify. 
This filly is out of stakes-placed Bien Sucre and is a half-sister 
to two stakes winners: Homerette (Grand Slam) and Dulce de 
Leche (Distant View).

Hip 226 Dark bay colt by Mission Impazible x Forest 
Trail, by Forest Wildcat: G2 Louisiana Derby winner Mis-
sion Impazible, who has sired G2 Adirondack Stakes winner 
Pure Silver, is the sire of this colt, who is out of stakes-placed 
broodmare Forest Trail. Half-brother to stakes-placed Forest 
Circle (Arch). Dam is a half-sister to G1 Spinster Stakes win-
ner Carriage Trail (Giant’s Causeway), and this colt is a New 
York-bred.

Hip 397 Gray colt by Tapizar x Ocean Colors, by Orientate: 
This colt’s sire won the G1 Breeders’s Cup Dirt Mile, and two 
weeks ago, Tapizar’s daughter Monomoy Girl won the G1 
Kentucky Oaks. This colt is out of a stakes-placed mare by 
champion sprinter Orientate and is a half-brother to a stakes-
placed runner. The second dam is champion Winning Colors 
(Caro), winner of the 1988 Kentucky Derby and Santa Anita 
Derby, third in the Preakness Stakes. Ocean Colors is one of 
six stakes-producing daughters of Winning Colors.

Hip 544 Gray filly by Flashback x Stelluchella, by Honor 
Grades: Flashback (Tapit) won the G2 Robert E. Lewis 
Stakes, and his first crop are now 2. This filly is a half-sister to 
stakes winner Ex Ex Ex (Read the Footnotes) and to multiple 
graded stakes-placed Alfonsina (Grand Slam). All are out of 
the Honor Grades mare Stelluchella, a half-sister to stakes 
winner Drina, the dam of Breeders’ Cup Distaff winner Spain 
(Thunder Gulch) and three other stakes winners. PRS


