
Quality Runs Deep in 144th Kentucky Derby
By Ray Paulick
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Hall of Fame trainer Bob Baffert calls the field assembled 
for the 144th Kentucky Derby “one of the best I’ve seen in 
years.”

That may be an understatement.

Baffert’s association with America’s most famous horse 
race goes back to 1996, when he lost by a nose with his 
first Derby starter, Cavonnier. He’s won the race four times, 
putting him on equal footing with a pair of Churchill Downs 
legends, Herbert J. “Derby Dick” Thompson from the 1920s 
and ‘30s and D. Wayne Lukas, whose relentless pursuit of 
the Run for the Roses, beginning in the early 1980s, helped 
raise the profile of this iconic event with the American public.

Baffert and Lukas, both with starters in this year’s running, 
are chasing Ben Jones, the all-time leading Derby trainer, 
who won the race six times from 1938-52.

So is Todd Pletcher, one of 19 trainers with two or more Ken-
tucky Derby wins. When he sends out his formidable quartet 
– unbeaten Arkansas Derby winner Magnum Moon, Florida 
Derby winner Audible, Louisiana Derby winner Noble Indy and 
Wood Memorial winner  Vino Rosso – he will have passed 
his former boss, Lukas, to become the trainer with the most 
Kentucky Derby starters of all time. Lukas and Pletcher both 
have started 48 Derby runners prior to 2018.

This isn’t the first time Pletcher has come to Kentucky with a 
multi-pronged assault on the Derby. Twice he’s had as many 
as five starters (2007 and 2013). He’s had four on three 
occasions (2000, 2010, 2014) and a trio of Derby starters 
three times (2005, 2015, 2017).

This may be his strongest contingent ever. Pletcher has four 
of the top five horses on the Kentucky Derby points leader-
board, led by Magnum Moon, with 150 points. He dominated 
the major races on the road to the Derby like no one has 
ever done before.

It’s worth noting, since the points system was created prior 
to the 2013 Kentucky Derby (it replaced money won in grad-
ed stakes as the qualifier), five consecutive betting favorites 
have worn the garland of roses, including Pletcher-trained 
Always Dreaming in 2017. A sixth winning favorite in as many 
years would be unprecedented.

The favorite’s role, however, is likely to land on the Baffert-
trained Justify, whose victory in the Santa Anita Derby was 
his third win in as many starts since his racing debut on Feb. 
18. He and Magnum Moon, who debuted for Pletcher on 
Jan. 13, will try to become the first Kentucky Derby winner 
since Apollo in 1882 that did not race at least once at age 2.

That doesn’t bother Justify’s trainer.

“He’s different,” Baffert said, marveling at Justify’s raw talent. 
“He’s a big horse, but he’s powerful and quick on his feet.”

Justify’s sire is Scat Daddy, winner of the 2007 Florida 
Derby and one of five Pletcher starters in that year’s 
Kentucky Derby. Three others by Scat Daddy are in the 
Kentucky Derby leaderboard’s top 20: UAE Derby win-
ner Mendelssohn, Sam F. Davis winner Flameaway and 
multiple graded stakes placed Combatant. One year after 
his offspring dominated Royal Ascot with four winners, 
Scat Daddy sired four of the top 20 3-year-olds being 
pointed to the Kentucky Derby. Considering that there 
were 22,936 foals born in North America in 2015, it is a 
remarkable feat and makes Scat Daddy’s untimely death 
in December 2015 that much more of a loss for the 
Thoroughbred breed.
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The ratio of time spent analyzing the Kentucky Derby 
compared to the length of the two-minute event is astro-
nomical. I created a mathematical formula which adds 
together things like the time it takes to drive across coun-
try, the time spent studying for the bar exam, the amount 
of time invested in reading War and Peace and the dura-
tion of half a bowling season versus the time of the race, 
which is pretty much the same as microwaving a burrito. 

But all those hours spent thinking about the Derby could 
be worth it if you make a big score, right? The question is, 
how do you do that? 

For many years, from 1979 to 2011, the Derby was over-
whelmingly won by non-favorites, notably 50-1’s Giacomo 
and Mine That Bird among many other longshots. Begin-
ning in 2013, we’ve had a streak of five consecutive post-
time favorites win the Derby. So, what does that mean for 
betting the Derby this year? 

If the pattern stays the same, then a favorite is likely to 
win the Derby. Even going back to the turn of this century, 
12 of the 18 winners of the Derby were victorious in their 
final preps and four more finished second. Even the two 
that didn’t finish first or second, Giacomo and Mine That 
Bird, were 2-3 lengths from the winner in their last race, 
so form coming into the race matters.  

With that in mind and based on recent results, I look to 
find a top contender to win and then sprinkle in a closer 
longshot among the first three or four, mixed with mostly 
favorites. For example: 

In 2013, favored Orb won, followed by closer Golden Soul PRS

at 34-1, then single-digit contenders Revolutionary and 
Normandy Invasion. The $2 superfecta paid $57,000 and 
the $2 trifecta came back nearly $7,000 – again, with 
three of the top four finishers being single-digit favorites. 

The next year, favored California Chrome won at 2-1, fol-
lowed by Commanding Curve at 37-1, then two logical 
single-digit contenders in Danza and Wicked Strong. The 
tri payout exceeded $3,400; the super hit for $15,000. 

Last year, with the favorite Always Dreaming on top, the 
$2 trifecta paid more than $16,000 and the $1 super 
was a whopping $75,000 with logical closer 33-1 Lookin 
at Lee in second and in third, 40-1 Battle of Midway, rep-
resenting the on-the-pace type who keeps going. There is 
often one of those. 6-1 Classic Empire was fourth. 

My point is: don’t overthink the results of the Derby. A top 
contender is likely to win, one closer is likely to pick up 
pieces possibly at huge odds and one stalker/frontrun-
ner will probably hang on for a share. Identifying those 
contenders is by no means easy, but there are ways to 
narrow down the contenders in each category. Often the 
results are logical, even if difficult to discern before the 
race without serious study. 

In this year’s field, based on the model I’ve just described, 
I favor Mendelssohn or Justify to win.  

I like Vino Rosso, Hofburg, and Flameaway as stalkers/
mid-packers who could hit the board or even shock. 

I consider My Boy Jack, Solomini, Combatant and Lone 
Sailor as longshots to hit the board as closers underneath. 

Handicapping The Derby: 
How To Fill Out Your Ticket                 

By Scott Jagow
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Ike Green on Bolt d’Oro as a yearling in Montana

up the trails through the mountains where we see deer, 
bears, wolves, and all kinds of animals, and even on our 
custom-built downhill turf course – that’s the path around 
our paddocks.”

Bolt d’Oro, named for the record-setting sprinter Usain Bolt 
and his sire Medaglia d’Oro, approaches the Run for the Ros-
es as a potential overlay after his loss to Justify in the Santa 
Anita Derby. His juvenile wins in the the G1 Del Mar Futurity 
and the G1 FrontRunner, as well as a win via disqualification 
over McKinzie in the G2 San Felipe, have proved that the colt 
possesses both talent and grit.

The success has left Green absolutely thrilled, though not nec-
essarily surprised. After all, he was the one who picked Bolt 
d’Oro out of Denali Stud consignment at the Fasig-Tipton Sara-
toga Select Yearling sale in 2016.

“I looked at nearly every horse at the sale, and he was the one 
I kept coming back to,” said Green. “He had the best physical 

Roping ‘White-Tails’ in
Montana on Bolt d’Oro

By Chelsea Hackbarth

One of the stories floating around last fall’s Thoroughbred 
sales was about the guy who took a green-broke, $630,000 
yearling colt out deer hunting in the Montana wilderness.

It’s not entirely true. But ask Ike Green about taking dual Grade 
1-winner and Kentucky Derby contender Bolt d’Oro on a hunt-
ing expedition, and he just might regale you with a tale about 
the time he and Bolt “roped a white-tail in the mountains.”

To those who know Green well, the scene is one they’ve seen 
any number of times. The 38-year-old Wyoming native will lean 
back in his chair, then cross one well-worn cowboy boot over 
the other. He’ll incline his head toward his audience with a hint 
of mischief lighting up his eyes, deciding just how much embel-
lishment he can get away with.

“Well, I certainly knew he was fast enough to catch one of ‘em,” 
Green might begin.

Green has been working for Bolt d’Oro’s owner-trainer Mick 
Ruis at his ranch in Bigfork, Mont., for the last couple of years. 
His wife Aidan is racing and farm manager for Ruis, while Ike is 
generally known as “Mr. Ruis’ Cowboy.”

While Green admits that he never actually tried to chase down 
a deer riding the young Bolt d’Oro, the colt certainly saw plen-
ty of “white-tails” and other wildlife while being ridden up and 
down the trails in Montana’s mountains. The experience left 
Bolt with an incredibly steady demeanor, and should serve him 
well on Derby day.

“I’d rather a horse lose because he’s slow than because 
he acted up in the paddock or at the gate,” Green ex-
plained. “So by the time they leave the ranch, these year-
lings are broke. They’ve been ridden alongside cars and 
tractors and anything else that comes down the road, 

Continued on Page 4
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of any horse there, I thought, and I figured he wouldn’t bring as 
much money as some of the flashier pedigrees.”

Ruis, not present at the sale, gave Green permission to bid up 
to $450,000 on the colt. Unfortunately, the son of Medaglia 
d’Oro out of the A.P. Indy mare Globetrot had caught the atten-
tion of a few other buyers, too.

“He must have been watching the sale online, because he kept 
texting me that I could bid just a little bit higher,” Green recalled. 
“All of a sudden, when the bidding stalled at $625,000 and we 
were out, he quit responding to my messages.”

As a last-gasp effort Green offered the bid spotter a $5,000 
“half-bid.” To his surprise, the bid was accepted and no others 
came in. The colt was his.

Bolt d’Oro was immediately shipped out to Montana, where 
Green kicked him out in a paddock to grow up for a few months.

“I used to get videos sent to me when Bolt was running 
around a 10-acre pasture full blast,” Ruis recalled. “I’m think-
ing ‘Man, I have a $630,000 yearling running full-blast across 
the field… All he’s gotta do is take one bad step.’ But Ike said, 
‘You have to let him be a horse, because if he’s gonna get 
hurt here, he’s gonna get hurt when you’ve got him bubble-
wrapped at the track.’”

Green grew up in Montana and went to high school in Bigfork. 
High school was the first time he rode a racehorse. There was 
a little fair track not far from his home, and Green would rush 
there as soon as school was out to ride as many racehorses 
as he could get his legs around, sometimes as many as 20 
before the sun went down. He was hooked.

“After that, I pretty much bounced around different racetracks 
for the next 20 years,” Green said. “I did some riding, some 
training, I broke some babies here and there and I did a bit of 
drinkin’ and gambling. But all that changed when I met Aidan – 
she tamed the wild mustang.”

Ike and Aidan Green were married in October of 2013, and 
these days the couple are enjoying watching the big dark bay 
colt streak across the television screen. It is fairly obvious 
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Two-Year-Old New York Bred Spring Bonus Program

$25,000 in bonus money (above purse) divided as follows:
Owners - Finish Position: 1st ($9,000), 2nd ($4,500), 3rd ($2,500)
Trainers - Finish Position: 1st ($4,000), 2nd ($3,000), 3rd ($2,000)

*Bonuses effective for the 2018 Belmont Spring/Summer Meets.

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:
Andrew M Byrnes NYRA, Stakes Coordinator | abyrnes@nyrainc.com | (718) 659-4217

N E W  Y O R K  R A C I N G  A S S O C I A T I O N 
2018 TWO-YEAR-OLD OPEN COMPANY  
SPRING PROGRAM – NEW YORK

Wednesday, April 18th 
Aqueduct Race Track   

Astoria Trial A  •  Maiden, Fillies Two-Years-Old
Purse $100,000 •••• Four and One-Half Furlongs
($50,000 to winners, $20,000, $10,000, $7,500, $5,000, $4,000 & $3,500 to be divided 7th – 10th)  
Field limited to 10 starters

Thursday, May 3rd
Belmont Race Track

Astoria Trial B  •  Maiden, Fillies Two-Years-Old
Five Furlongs •••• Purse $100,000
($50,000 to winner, $20,000, $10,000, $7,500, $5,000, $4,000 & $3,500 to be divided 7th – 10th)  
Field limited to 10 starters

Wednesday, May 16th            
Belmont Race Track     

Astoria Trial C  •  Maiden, Fillies Two-Years-Old
Five Furlongs •••• Purse $100,000
($50,000 to winner, $20,000, $10,000, $7,500, $5,000, $4,000 & $3,500 to be divided 7th – 10th)  
Field limited to 10 starters

Thursday, May 24th            
Belmont Race Track     

Astoria Trial D  •  Maiden, Fillies Two-Years-Old
Five Furlongs (Turf) •••• Purse $100,000
($50,000 to winner, $20,000, $10,000, $7,500, $5,000, $4,000 & $3,500 to be divided 7th – 10th)  
Field limited to 10 starters

Thursday, June 7th
Belmont Race Track

Astoria Stakes  •  $150,000  F,2YO  5 ½ Furlongs

Thursday, April 19th            
Aqueduct Race Track     

Tremont Trial A  •  Maiden, Two-Year-Olds
Four and One-Half Furlongs •••• Purse $100,000
($50,000 to winner, $20,000, $10,000, $7,500, $5,000, $4,000 & $3,500 to    
 be divided 7th – 10th)  Field limited to 10 starter

Friday, May 4th            
Belmont Race Track  

Tremont Trial B  •  Maiden, Two-Year-Olds
Five Furlongs •••• Purse $100,000
($50,000 to winner, $20,000, $10,000, $7,500, $5,000, $4,000 & $3,500 to be divided 7th – 10th)  
Field limited to 10 starters

Thursday, May 17th           
Belmont Race Track  

Tremont Trial C  •  Maiden, Two-Year-Olds
Five Furlongs •••• Purse $100,000
($50,000 to winner, $20,000, $10,000, $7,500, $5,000, $4,000 & $3,500 to be divided 7th – 10th)  
Field limited to 10 starters

Friday, May 25th
Belmont Race Track   

Tremont Trial D  •  Maiden, Two-Year Olds
Five Furlongs (Turf) •••• Purse $100,000
($50,000 to winner, $20,000, $10,000, $7,500, $5,000, $4,000 & $3,500 to be divided 7th – 10th)  
Field limited to 10 starters

Friday, June 8th     
Belmont Race Track

Tremont Stakes  •  $150,000  2YO  5 ½ Furlongs

About

For advertising inquiries please
call Emily at 859.913.9633

Ray Paulick - Publisher ray@paulickreport.com

Emily Alberti - Director of Advertising emily@paulickreport.com

Scott Jagow - Editor-in-Chief scott@paulickreport.com

Natalie Voss - Features Editor natalie@paulickreport.com

Chelsea Hackbarth - Asst Editor chelsea@paulickreport.com

Amy McLean - Print and Advertising Production

Frank Mitchell - Contributing Writer

COPYRIGHT © 2018, BLENHEIM PUBLISHING LLC

which colt they’ll be rooting for when the 20-strong group 
breaks from the gate on Saturday.

“Just ask any of the neighbors around here,” said Green, 
laughing. “They saw me riding Bolt last year, and I told ‘em 
they were looking at the 2018 Kentucky Derby winner!”

Continued from Page 3
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Veterinarians at Rood and Riddle Equine Hospital answer 
your questions about sales and healthcare of Thoroughbred 
auction yearlings, weanlings, 2-year-olds and breeding stock.

Email us at info@paulickreport.com if you have a question 
for a veterinarian? 

QUESTION: When a horse ships long 
distances to race, why do some lose 
so much weight...and how long does it 
take them to recover fully?

DR. MORRESEY:  Transportation 
causes stress in horses. Many things 
are done to minimize this, but stress 
cannot be eliminated completely and 
like people, horses respond individual-

ly. Many studies have been performed to assess metabolic 
and physical changes in transported horses. 

During transport, heart and respiratory rates increase. 
The stress hormone cortisol is released, promoting break-
down of body tissue and energy stores. The levels of other 
hormones involved in metabolism (e.g. thyroid hormone) 
are also altered. 

Transportation also results in the horse constantly 
needing to preserve balance, requiring energy from his 
muscles.  This is most needed during acceleration and de-
celeration of the transport vehicle, so the skill of the driver 
also affects body condition. 

All of these alterations to the daily needs of the horse over 
and above maintenance consume energy. In addition to 
this, exposure to new horses and novel environments pro-
vide an infectious challenge; this, too, has an energy cost 
to defend against.

During transportation, horses vary in their water and food 
intake. If the horse eats and drinks adequately, losses will 
be comparatively small and easily made up. When the 
horse cannot or will not eat enough due to circumstance 
or personality, these reductions compound the loss of 
energy stores and body condition (muscle, fat).

Recovery time varies between individuals. Time taken to 
recoup losses depends upon the ability of the horse to 
resume intake adequate to replace losses and meet ongo-
ing needs.  For some horses this is not difficult and they 
rapidly adjust with minimal outward signs. For others, situ-
ations of stress resulting from a new environment, altered 
social setting, and variations in the food offered due to 
different hay/concentrates and water source (which can 
greatly affect taste) mean many days may be needed to 
regain body condition and energy stores depleted on their 

ASK YOUR VETERINARIAN
Travel Stress in Horses 
By Dr. Peter Morresey

Dr. Morresey

Improve the life of your horse.
THIS IS A JOINT EFFORT.

Cartilage & Joint Health
1.800.267.5707  v  barnchats.com

journey. There is no set period over which this may occur. 
Special attention should be paid in the days following trans-
portation to the vital signs of the horse, with alterations in 
respiratory rate or effort, or elevations in rectal tempera-
ture, requiring prompt veterinary attention.

Opportunities to ease the stress and resulting losses due 
to transportation include acclimating the horse to trailers 
or stalls well in advance of the time of transport, progres-
sively altering food offered to match that available during 
their journey, and ensuring in the initial period after arrival 
that routine and feedstuffs to as great of a degree as pos-
sible do not deviate any more than necessary from that 
which the horse might expect.

Dr. Morresey began his career in New Zealand as a mixed 
animal practitioner following graduation from Massey 
University in 1988. He completed a theriogenology resi-
dence at the University of Florida and spent time as part 
of clinical faculty at the University of Pennsylvania. Areas of 
interest include reproduction, internal medicine, neonatal 
medicine, veterinary business and Chinese medicine.
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Another horse coming out of the 2007 Kentucky Derby was 
third-place finisher Curlin, who would go on to be two-time 
Horse of the Year for Hall of Fame trainer Steve Asmussen 
and a leading sire. Curlin has three starters in this year’s 
prospective Derby field: Good Magic, the 2-year-old champion 
of 2017 and winner of the Blue Grass Stakes; the aforemen-
tioned Wood Memorial winner Vino Rosso; and Solomini, 
runner-up to Good Magic in the Breeders’ Cup Juvenile.

Speaking of multiple entries in this year’s race, let’s also tip 
our Derbies to WinStar Farm, which has part ownership of 
three runners in Audible, Justify and Noble Indy, the latter of 
which was bred at the Versailles, Ky., farm. WinStar, which 
won the 2010 Derby with Pletcher-trained homebred Super 
Saver, will have had 21 Derby starters since 2006, third 
behind Col. E.R. Bradley (28) and Calumet (25).

Two of the Derby starters – Justify and Vino Rosso – were 
bred by John D. Gunther and raised at the Glennwood Farm 
in Versailles run by his daughter, Tanya Gunther. That is no 
small accomplishment for an operation that owns about 20 
broodmares.

This year’s Kentucky Derby will be one of the most expensive 
gatherings of horseflesh ever seen. Fifteen of the top 20 
on the Derby leaderboard were sold at least once at public 

Continued from Page 1
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auction as yearlings or 2-year-olds in training. The aggregate 
price is $8,837.000, more than quadrupling the Derby’s 
$2-million purse. The average cost of those 15 horses is 
$589,133, with a median of $400,000. 

Three Derby starters sold for $1 million or more, led by 
Mendelssohn, a half-brother to multiple champion mare 
Beholder and leading sire Into Mischief (sire of Florida Derby 
winner Audible). He brought a winning bid of $3 million from 
Coolmore’s M.V. Magnier at the 2016 Keeneland September 
Yearling Sale. Victories in the 2017 Breeders’ Cup Juvenile 
Turf and 2018 UAE Derby now make that price look like a 
bargain.

Good Magic sold for $1,000,000 at that same Keeneland 
sale, while Lecomte Stakes winner Instilled Regard was pur-
chased by racing newcomer Lawrence Best for $1,050,000 
at Fasig-Tipton’s Gulfstream Sale of 2-year-olds in training.

The bargain buy in this tony group is My Boy Jack, a $20,000 
Keeneland September Yearling Sale graduate who has gone 
on to win two graded stakes and $645,145.

Seventeen of the top 20 on the Kentucky Derby leaderboard 
were bred in Kentucky, with one each from New York, Florida 
and Ontario, Canada.

Doc’s Products, the maker of OCD Pellets, isn’t just dedicated to  
improving your horse’s life, but your dog’s as well.  We have  
customized our revolutionary supplement to help promote  
healthy bone and joints in your dog with COS Pellets.

www.DocsProductsInc.com  •  866-392-2363

Doc’s
Products, Inc.

TM

Made in America
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VINO ROSSO
Beyond Enticed, he didn’t beat much in the Wood, but 
Hall of Fame jockey John Velazquez chose him over oth-
ers for his Derby mount and said the 10-furlong distance 
of the Kentucky Derby was the reason. Love the Curlin 
x Street Cry mare cross, like his final fractions and he 
fits the profile of recent Derby winners. Vino Rosso has 
won 3 of 5 starts but does not figure to be among the 
favorites.
 
HOFBURG
Trainer Bill Mott was the youngest trainer ever inducted 
into the Hall of Fame (age 45), which obviously speaks to 
his resume and acumen. His best Derby finish in seven 
tries? Eighth. That speaks to the difficulty of winning the 
Derby, even for top trainers, and also to his conservative 
nature when it comes to placing a colt in the big race. Af-
ter only three starts, Hofburg looks like the real deal and 
could provide Mott’s best finish ever. The son of Tapit 
figures to keep improving. 
 
SOLOMINI
From what I understand, he’s not the easiest colt to ride 
or train, but he showed something in the Arkansas Derby 
that’s only visible from watching the replay. He was wide 
down the backstretch and into the stretch and still fin-
ished with strong final fractions into a pretty slow pace. 
He’s a Curlin colt out of a Storm Cat mare trained by Bob 
Baffert who could be a sneaky play at least underneath at 
big odds. 
 
MY BOY JACK
The cheapest auction price in this field at $20,000, how 
can he not be a longshot to watch? Besides that, he has 
that deep-closing running style that is irresistible. Despite 
him having the same Desormeaux trainer/jockey combo 
as Derby runner-up Exaggerator a couple years ago, the 
depth of this field means MBJ will be long odds no matter 
what. It won’t be surprising for him to be last early and a 
threat late. 
 
LONE SAILOR
Son of A.P. Indy stallion Majestic Warrior, Tom Amoss 
trainee was a game second behind Noble Indy in the Loui-
siana Derby, which was a huge jump from his previous 
races. He’s been training at Churchill and likes it. Owned 
by Gayle Benson, widow of the late New Orleans Saints 
owner Tom Benson (who died in March), he makes for a 
compelling Derby story. He also has experience, will be 
closing in a field with plenty of speed and should certainly 
be on tri and super tickets if nothing else.

Five Longshots to Watch
By Scott Jagow
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