
How Did We Get Here?
A Look Back At Breeze Show History
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It’s a question our readers ask every time the leaders list is 
published following a 2-year-olds in training under tack show. 
It’s also a question some in the bloodstock world have been 
asking themselves in the past couple of decades, as furlong 
times get faster and faster. The obvious answer is that speed 
(like sex in the advertising world) sells, but it hasn’t always 
been this way.

Rollin Baugh remembers a time when the stopwatches 
stayed, for the most part, in buyers’ pockets. 

Baugh said the 2-year-old sales started as a marketing gim-
mick. In 1957, Ocala Stud’s Joe O’Farrell helped launch the 
first one as a way to sell horses with less fashionable pedi-
grees, the theory being buyers might see the horses’ training 
as “value added” and take a chance on something that was 
ready to go to the races. O’Farrell told Sports Illustrated in 
1967 that at the time it cost about $2,500 more to train a 
horse into a sale as a 2-year-old than it did to prep him for 
a yearling auction. In those early years, the Ocala Stud sales 
were held at Hialeah Park and required O’Farrell to put up his 
own money to keep them going. 

“There I was in the open Hialeah paddock,” O’Farrell told SI, 
“with 26 2-year-olds bred like billy goats. And just as our sale 
started it began to rain. I had put every cent I had into that 
sale, and if a hard rain chased away the buyers I figured I 
would be bankrupt before I even got going.”

The rain fizzled out and the prices were good, posting an 
average of around $5,200. 

O’Farrell wasn’t the first to try the tactic: Bill Leach sold 
2-year-olds out of Dickey Stables (before it became Ocala 
Stud), Carl G. Rose had tried it, and Doug Davis Jr. had as 
well. O’Farrell’s model was more successful, despite ques-
tions in the 1960s about the long-term impact on training 
horses so early. 

In those early days, Baugh remembers, horses galloped in 
pairs and sometimes went by the stands twice, hacking the 
first time and moving more strongly the second time. 

“It didn’t take a wizard but generally you’d put the lesser-mov-
ing horse on the inside … you didn’t hide much of anything but 
that’s how people did it – but they galloped,” Baugh remem-
bered. “The gallop got to be a little stronger, but pairs were 
still the predominant way of doing it.” 

Gradually, people began realizing the horse who “lost” the 
match-up would be at a disadvantage under the hammer, 
so horses began working alone. For some time, a quarter 
mile was the standard distance and horses might work twice 
– once the week before the sale and once the day before, 
with one or the other usually stronger than the other. Then, 
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ASK RAY

QUESTION:  Which Kentucky Derby prep do you 
think was most underrated?

ANSWER: I know it’s been 27 years since a Blue Grass win-
ner won the Kentucky Derby (Strike the Gold, 1991), the 
race was downgraded from G1 and Good Magic’s Beyer 
Speed Figure was only 95. Visually, he did everything right 
and is moving in the right direction.
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Stallion Spotlight

The superstars of the sport get a glorious send-off when 
they go to stud: notoriety, high stud fees, and coverage of 
their every move. Sometimes their every foal. Then there 
are other horses, remarkably solid horses, who get no fan-
fare, get no special attention from the public or press.

And yet, some of those become 
major sires and have a lasting ef-
fect on the breed.

Who remembers the stud an-
nouncements for El Prado, for 
Mr. Prospector, for Elusive 
Quality, or most especially, for 
Malibu Moon, who wasn’t even 
a fully proven racehorse like the 
others.

It is, therefore, worth remem-
bering that good sires come 
from differing backgrounds. This 
crop of interesting young stal-
lions has the usual stars of the 
Eclipse Awards like champion 
Will Take Charge (by Unbridled’s 
Song), but there are other horses, much less heralded, who 
are attracting attention with the consistency and quality of 
their stock.

Those characteristics, consistency and quality, are impor-
tant because a good sire contributes a steady supply of posi-
tive genetic traits. They won’t be the same ones from foal to 
foal, but the characteristics that support athletic endeavor 
are the result of generations of athletes who came before.

The successive generations of good athletes create what I 
would call a solid pedigree, with one ancestor after another PRS

Fed Biz

First Crop by Fed Biz
By Frank Mitchell

being a good racer and contributing something of that to the 
next generation. 

In this respect, one of the brightest young stallions with his 
first crop of juveniles is multiple Grade 2 stakes winner Fed Biz, 
a good-looking son of Giant’s Causeway (by Storm Cat) out of 

Spunoutacontrol (Wild Again). 

In addition to the legendary stal-
lion exploits of Storm Cat and his 
famous son, only one of Fed Biz’s 
ancestors in the first three gen-
erations of his pedigree wasn’t a 
stakes winner. That slacker was 
the Mr. Prospector mare Yarn, a 
full sister to Pulpit’s dam Preach, 
who was a G1 winner herself. As 
evidence of Yarn’s quality, she 
produced European highweight 
Minardi (Boundary) and the 
Storm Cat stallion Tale of the Cat, 
who is still at stud at Ashford.

Furthermore, their half-sister 
Myth is the dam of international 

champion and highweight Johannesburg (Hennessy); clear-
ly, this family crosses well with Storm Cat and his sons in 
producing quality racers and sires.

Fed Biz is a further example of this profitable cross, and he 
won the G2 San Fernando, Pat O’Brien, and San Diego Handi-
cap, earning $770,496. He was one of the most consistent 
first-crop sires I saw at the sales last year, and his first-crop 
yearlings averaged $77,701 on a $12,500 stud fee, a very 
powerful multiple for breeders fortunate enough to have 
used the right horse. Demand for his stock continues, with 
first-crop juveniles averaging $343,000 from five sold. 
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Bay filly by Midnight Lute – Diva Delite, by Repent. 
Consigned by Woodford Thoroughbreds, agent, to 
OBS Spring Sale of 2-Year-Olds in Training. Pur-
chased by Jeffrey Bloom, agent, for $80,000.

Diva Delite, the Florida-bred dam of Midnight Bisou, was 
a two-time graduate of OBS sales – first as a yearling 
when the daughter of Repent brought $16,000 and the 
following April when she sold for $35,000 at the spring 
sale of 2-year-olds in April.

So her owners weren’t risking that much when they 
dropped her in for a $32,000 maiden claiming tag at 
Calder in August 2009 for what would be the first of 
eight career victories.

By the time her racing career was over, Diva Delite was 
a Grade 3 winner of the Florida Oaks and more than 
$300,000, at one point winning five consecutive races, 
including three stakes.

Her daughter, Midnight Bisou, is putting together quite 
a streak of her own.

After consecutive nose defeats last year to eventual 
G1 winner Dream Tree (in a maiden race and the Desi 
Arnaz Stakes), trainer Bill Spawr sent the Midnight 
Lute filly out to a trio of graded stakes victories at 
Santa Anita in 2018: the G2 Santa Ynez on Jan. 7 by 
4 ½ lengths, the G3 Santa Ysabel on March 3 by 2 ¼ 
lengths and the G1 Santa Anita Oaks on April 7 by 3 ½ 
lengths.

After lagging far back, with just one filly beat for the 
opening half mile, Midnight Bisou won the Oaks with 
a breathtaking move under Hall of Fame jockey Mike 
Smith that left co-owner Jeff Bloom shaking with excite-
ment over the prospect of going to Churchill Downs 
with a leading contender for the G1 Kentucky Oaks.

PRS

Honor Roll
From OBS to the Oaks

By Ray Paulick

A former jockey and exercise rider who also worked in 
the corporate world, Bloom said the $80,000 price tag 
stretched his budget when he acquired Midnight Bisou. 

“It’s rare for me to say this,” Bloom told the Paulick Re-
port, “but she was one that I just had to have. The fact 
that they couldn’t sell her as a baby (she was RNAed 
for $17,000 as a yearling) might have made some 
people nervous, but the reality is that horses change 
quite a bit as they grow up, and I just loved her.”

Champion Midnight Lute, the sire of Midnight Bisou, is 
the best son at stud by Real Quiet, whose bid for the 
Triple Crown in 1998 fell a nose short at the end of 1 
½ miles in the G1 Belmont Stakes. An OBS March sale 
RNA ($290,000) Midnight Lute was an exceptional 
racehorse who twice won the G1 Breeders’ Cup Sprint, 
but his distance limitations were likely the result of 
breathing problems rather than pedigree. He’s sired 
more than his share of  good “two-turn” horses, but 
Midnight Bisou stands to go to the head of the class.

BENOIT PHOTO

Midnight Bisou
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Veterinarians at Rood and Riddle Equine Hospital answer 
your questions about sales and healthcare of Thoroughbred 
auction yearlings, weanlings, 2-year-olds and breeding stock.

Email us at info@paulickreport.com if you have a question 
for a veterinarian? 

QUESTION: It seems Thoroughbred 
horses are prone to low heel and 
long toes. Have you found this to 
be true, and is it good or bad for a 
racehorse?

DR. RAUL BRAS: The low heel-long 
toes trait is one of the most common 
hoof abnormalities described in the 
racehorse. Functionally adapted for 
speed and efficient use of energy, 

the Thoroughbred foot is light and prone to hoof capsule 
distortion. Hoof capsule distortion refers to hoof abnor-
malities such as under-run, collapsed or crushed heels. 
Hoof capsule distortions occur slowly over time and are 
the result of long-term abnormal weight bearing. 

The typical Thoroughbred conformation of a longer, 
more sloping pastern places more force on the heel 
region.  Repetitive speed training in racehorses 
decreases hoof angle over time and as hoof angle 
decreases, more stress is placed on the heel region. 
Once the process begins, several major support 
components fail simultaneously. As the heel angle 
decreases, so does digital cushion mass. As cushion 
mass becomes compressed, shock-absorbing abilities 
are greatly reduced, passing excessive load to the heel 
tubules, which quickly fold inward and forward. As the 
heel tubules fold the bars lose their strategic shape 
and location, which is strongest when close to the wid-
est part of the frog.

The routine of most athletic horses is characterized 
by many hours of inactivity. This lifestyle has a negative 
effect on the circulation of the foot, and it contributes to 
horn distortion more than any normal activity. Subtle but 
steady deterioration may be occurring in the horn, soft 
tissue, bone and circulation of the foot – all the while the 
horse is doing nothing. Intense exercise during train-
ing and competition then becomes a major trigger for 
overload and, ultimately, distortion of the weakened hoof 
capsule. 

Farriers worldwide have been unjustly accused of taking 
the heel off of horses with the long toe/low heel appear-
ance. This is not actually the case, however, as other 
factors contributed to the demise of the heel. This is not 
a problem with your farrier, but a problem for your far-

ASK YOUR VETERINARIAN
Heel/Long Toe 
By Dr. Raul Bras, DVM

Dr. Raul Bras

Improve the life of your horse.
THIS IS A JOINT EFFORT.

Cartilage & Joint Health
1.800.267.5707  v  barnchats.com

rier. Backing up toes to seemingly correct the long toe/
underrun heel foot may appear to make the heel take on 
a more balanced relationship with the ground. However, 
the toe only appears long because there is no heel. 

The veterinary and horseshoeing literature has pro-
moted a fairly, perfectly equal shape and symmetrical 
hoof capsule. There is evidence that trimming the feet to 
make the lateral and medial walls equidistant from the 
frog is associated with unsoundness in racehorses.  

As with many other types of foot related lameness, pre-
vention is much more effective than treatment. Preven-
tion begins with careful observation.

Dr. Raul Bras is a certified journeyman farrier and vet-
erinarian in the podiatry department at Rood and Riddle 
Equine Hospital. A member of the International Equine 
Veterinarian Hall of Fame, Bras graduated from Ross 
University and completed the farrier program at Cornell 
University. He is a partner at Rood and Riddle.

PRESENTED BY
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Kirkwood Stables owner 
Kip Elser and Baugh re-
member someone (their 
memories diverge on 
who) suggested short-
ening the distance to a 
furlong. 

“Why should we be 
breezing horses at a 

quarter when the last eighth of the workout tends to fall 
apart, both the action of the horse and the time?” recalled 
Baugh. “Let’s breeze an eighth, because it left more horses 
in a bunch and they didn’t separate themselves as much. You 
didn’t want them to separate too much because the bottom 
half was the one that was punished.”

As one horse started getting faster, consignors felt pressure 
to keep up. Suddenly, Elser remembers, a possible 2-year-old 
sale entry was prepared for the breeze show, not for the 
racetrack. 

“It was buyer-driven and technology-driven when the video tech-
nology kept improving,” said Elser. “Everybody always says [it’s 
getting too fast] but they keep buying the ones that go faster.”

Now, Elser says, many horses who complete the breeze 
shows are finishing in such similar times that buyers are tim-
ing the gallop-out, increasing the distance consignors have to 
worry about. 

From where Elser sits, the focus on time is also a reflection 
of the modern buyer’s use of technology. Buyers want exten-
sive data, which some of the biometrics companies and video 
analysis offer.

Baugh recalls pinhooking developing along the same timeline 
as 2-year-old prices as owners saw a commercial opportu-
nity, beginning in the 1980s. With time, however, the market 
has become more polarized and it can often be a “chicken or 
feathers” situation for sellers. 

Continued from Page 1
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WINNERS  

 Kent Barnes,   859-224-4585 
 w w w.shadwellfarm.com

1.89 A Runner Index    
3.79 B Runner Index 
1.61 ABC Index

Watch for  Hip 375  
FREEDOM OF SPEECH filly 
Half to 3 stakes horses,   
family of recent Hall of Fame  
inductee HEAVENLY PRIZE
Off the Hook, Agt.

DAAHERDAAHER
By AWESOME AGAIN    $5,000 LF

Baugh sold horses at his last 2-year-old auction in the 
1990s after becoming distressed at what he calls “the 
attrition rate” of juveniles who suffer a stress injury dur-
ing preparation and can’t complete the process. Elser 
and Baugh agree they’ve heard the same concerns from 
colleagues for years now: the works are too fast for many 
horses, they don’t showcase many at their best, and 
there’s a significant risk of financial loss. 

After decades of creating a business model based on 
speed, Elser and Baugh say they’re not sure how – or if – 
the business can reverse course. Elser offered a handful 
of horses for an undisclosed investor at the Fasig-Tipton 
Gulfstream Sale with the condition they would gallop and 
not breeze. He revealed the investor will purchase year-
lings with the same intention again this year. Both are 
hopeful small efforts like this could help the breeze show 
once again resemble on-track workouts.

“They’ll never go ten flat again in their lives and if they do 
they won’t win the race,” said Baugh. “You are buying a 
survivor. A survivor is good on the one hand that it sur-
vived, but what things have already been done to the horse 
that you’d prefer not to have done?”
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Hip 403 Dark bay colt by Speightstown x Glinda the 
Good, by Hard Spun: This colt is a half-brother to 2017 
champion 2-year-old colt Good Magic (by Curlin), winner 
of last year’s G1 Breeders’ Cup Juvenile and recently win-
ner of the G2 Blue Grass Stakes as his final prep for the 
G1 Kentucky Derby. The sire won the G1 Breeders’ Cup 
Sprint and was champion sprinter, and the dam is one of 
six stakes winners out of the magnificent Miswaki mare 
Magical Flash.

Hip 411 Dark bay colt by Lemon Drop Kid x Gold d’Oro, 
by Medaglia d’Oro: By classic winner and champion older 
horse Lemon Drop Kid, this colt is a half-brother to 2018 
G3 Swale Stakes winner Strike Power (Speightstown), 
also second in the G2 Fountain of Youth. The dam is a 
graded stakes-placed daughter of leading sire Medaglia 
d’Oro (El Prado). Dam is out of the Mr. Prospector mare 
Gold Canyon and is a half-sister to G2 stakes winner 
Adriano (A.P. Indy).

Hip 478 Chestnut filly by Strong Mandate x Holy Reina, 
by Macho Uno: From the first crop by G1 Hopeful winner 
Strong Mandate (by Horse of the Year Tiznow out of mul-
tiple G1-winning Deputy Minister mare Clear Mandate), 
filly is out of the Canadian stakes winner Holy Reina, a 
daughter of Macho Uno whose second dam was G1 win-
ner and G1 producer Flanders. With $10,000 stud fee, 
Strong Mandate’s yearlings sold well ($78,528 average) 
and an OBS March 2-year-old brought $775,000. 

Hip 525 Bay filly by Into Mischief x Joke, by Phone 
Trick: A daughter of G1 winner Into Mischief, who is now 
a leading sire, this filly is a half-sister to multiple G1 win-
ner Zensational (Unbridled’s Song), winner of the Bing 
Crosby, Pat O’Brien, and Triple Bend. This filly is out of 
stakes winner Joke, a half-sister to stakes winners Trip 
(Lord at War) and Laity (Pulpit). This is the family of ma-
jor winners Bolt d’Oro and Departing. Follow the female 
family of this filly and it will take you back to the legend-
ary racemare and producer, Myrtlewood, the foundation 
mare at the Spendthrift Farm of Leslie Combs II. Sire Into 
Mischief, of course, stands at Spendthrift under the own-
ership of B. Wayne Hughes. Into Mischief will have one of 
the favorites in the G1 Kentucky Derby, Audible, winner of 
the G1 Florida Derby.

Hip 595 Dark bay colt by Gemologist x Listen, by 
Chester House: This colt is by G1 Wood Memorial win-
ner Gemologist (Tiznow), best known as the sire of G1 
Frizette winner Yellow Agate. Most importantly, this colt 
is a half-brother to G1 winner La Coronel, a daughter 
of the Tiznow stallion Colonel John. They are out of the 
Chester House mare Listen, a stakes-placed performer 
and half-sister to G2 winner Listen Here (Gulch).

Five to Watch: 
A Look at Some of the Sale’s Top Hips

By Frank Mitchell

PRS

Two-Year-Old New York Bred Spring Bonus Program

$25,000 in bonus money (above purse) divided as follows:
Owners - Finish Position: 1st ($9,000), 2nd ($4,500), 3rd ($2,500)
Trainers - Finish Position: 1st ($4,000), 2nd ($3,000), 3rd ($2,000)

*Bonuses effective for the 2018 Belmont Spring/Summer Meets.

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:
Andrew M Byrnes NYRA, Stakes Coordinator | abyrnes@nyrainc.com | (718) 659-4217

N E W  Y O R K  R A C I N G  A S S O C I A T I O N 
2018 TWO-YEAR-OLD OPEN COMPANY  
SPRING PROGRAM – NEW YORK

Wednesday, April 18th 
Aqueduct Race Track   

Astoria Trial A  •  Maiden, Fillies Two-Years-Old
Purse $100,000 •••• Four and One-Half Furlongs
($50,000 to winners, $20,000, $10,000, $7,500, $5,000, $4,000 & $3,500 to be divided 7th – 10th)  
Field limited to 10 starters

Thursday, May 3rd
Belmont Race Track

Astoria Trial B  •  Maiden, Fillies Two-Years-Old
Five Furlongs •••• Purse $100,000
($50,000 to winner, $20,000, $10,000, $7,500, $5,000, $4,000 & $3,500 to be divided 7th – 10th)  
Field limited to 10 starters

Wednesday, May 16th            
Belmont Race Track     

Astoria Trial C  •  Maiden, Fillies Two-Years-Old
Five Furlongs •••• Purse $100,000
($50,000 to winner, $20,000, $10,000, $7,500, $5,000, $4,000 & $3,500 to be divided 7th – 10th)  
Field limited to 10 starters

Thursday, May 24th            
Belmont Race Track     

Astoria Trial D  •  Maiden, Fillies Two-Years-Old
Five Furlongs (Turf) •••• Purse $100,000
($50,000 to winner, $20,000, $10,000, $7,500, $5,000, $4,000 & $3,500 to be divided 7th – 10th)  
Field limited to 10 starters

Thursday, June 7th
Belmont Race Track

Astoria Stakes  •  $150,000  F,2YO  5 ½ Furlongs

Thursday, April 19th            
Aqueduct Race Track     

Tremont Trial A  •  Maiden, Two-Year-Olds
Four and One-Half Furlongs •••• Purse $100,000
($50,000 to winner, $20,000, $10,000, $7,500, $5,000, $4,000 & $3,500 to    
 be divided 7th – 10th)  Field limited to 10 starter

Friday, May 4th            
Belmont Race Track  

Tremont Trial B  •  Maiden, Two-Year-Olds
Five Furlongs •••• Purse $100,000
($50,000 to winner, $20,000, $10,000, $7,500, $5,000, $4,000 & $3,500 to be divided 7th – 10th)  
Field limited to 10 starters

Thursday, May 17th           
Belmont Race Track  

Tremont Trial C  •  Maiden, Two-Year-Olds
Five Furlongs •••• Purse $100,000
($50,000 to winner, $20,000, $10,000, $7,500, $5,000, $4,000 & $3,500 to be divided 7th – 10th)  
Field limited to 10 starters

Friday, May 25th
Belmont Race Track   

Tremont Trial D  •  Maiden, Two-Year Olds
Five Furlongs (Turf) •••• Purse $100,000
($50,000 to winner, $20,000, $10,000, $7,500, $5,000, $4,000 & $3,500 to be divided 7th – 10th)  
Field limited to 10 starters

Friday, June 8th     
Belmont Race Track

Tremont Stakes  •  $150,000  2YO  5 ½ Furlongs


