
Protecting Your Horse Against EHV
By Denise Steffanus
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With multiple equine herpesvirus (EHV-1) outbreaks popping 
up across the United States, owners need to take precau-
tions to protect their horses from the potentially fatal disease. 
EHV-1 manifests in three forms: respiratory disease, abortion, 
and/or neurologic disease.

Dr. Steve Reed, internal medicine specialist at Rood & Riddle 
Equine Hospital in Lexington, Ky., clarified the same pathogen 
that causes EHV-1 is responsible for the neurological form 
(equine herpesvirus myeloencephalopathy or EHM). But the 
virus sometimes mutates, causing it to become more virulent.
“So when it does have the mutated strain, it seems like there’s 
a little more likelihood you’re going to get neurologic disease,” 
Reed said. “We think part of the reason for that is because it 
replicates too rapidly, and you’re going to have so much more 
virus present.”

Although commercial vaccines exist both in killed and 
modified-live virus forms, they do not guarantee protection 
against the deadly neurologic form. But Reed said it is rea-
sonable to expect the vaccine to mitigate the symptoms 
if the horse does develop the disease. Once your horse 
has been properly vaccinated against EHV-1, he suggests 
administering an EHV-1 booster with enough lead time for 
it to take effect if your horse will be in contact with outside 
horses.

Reed warned horsemen to follow the manufacturer’s recom-
mendations for the frequency of vaccination. “There is some 
evidence that too frequent vaccination might have some nega-
tive impact,” Reed said. “You’d be better off to just follow the 
manufacturer’s recommendations and make sure the horse 
has a complete series, and then do everything else to main-
tain normal good health.”

Exposure and Transmission
Direct contact with a horse shedding the disease or contact 
with the virus sneezed or coughed into the air by an infected 
horse (aerosol) are the primary means of transmission. Other 
means include contaminated buckets, tack, caretakers’ cloth-
ing, soiled bedding, and other items. 

From the time of exposure, the incubation period is three to 
14 days before a horse begins to show symptoms, typically 
including a fever and nasal discharge. If EHV-1 develops into 
EHM, neurological symptoms usually become evident eight to 
12 days after the initial fever.

EHV-1 can lie dormant, making a horse without symptoms 
a latent carrier until the animal is subjected to stress that 
depresses its immune system. One such form of stress is 
extended transport.

Protection and Precaution
Reed said it’s best to keep your horse in top health so if it is 
exposed, its immune system will be able to mount a defense. 
Proper vaccination, nutrition, and hygiene play crucial roles. 
Herd health also is important. If your horse is housed with 
other horses, they need to be healthy enough to resist infec-
tion, too.

“Having the horse vaccinated for all the major important 
pathogens is going to be critical,” he said. “If you’re going to be 
moving the horse from place to place, then keep it as healthy 
as you can prior to moving because one thing we know is that 
if you put a horse on a van ride for as short as four to five 
hours, that causes some suppression of the immune system.”

Reed said administering an immunostimulant to fortify a 
horse’s immune system is a good idea, especially before any 
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Stallion Spotlight

The select sales of 2-year-olds in 
training emphasize early athletic 
promise and high speed.

So when a young sire with no per-
formers yet to the races gets above-
average attention from the sales, 
there’s undeniable demand from 
buyers. This certainly was the case 
for Cairo Prince (by Pioneerof the 
Nile), who was a star of the 2017 
yearling sales as a first-year sire at 
his price point ($10,000 stud fee).

From his 86 yearlings sold in 2017, 
the average price was $138,279, 
with a median of $97,500. With a 
median price – the midpoint price among all yearlings sold – at 
nearly 10 times the stallion’s breeding fee, demand for the first 
young prospects by Cairo Prince was not good; it was amazing.

Admittedly, Cairo Prince is a fetching individual. Tall, scopy, ath-
letic, with a strong walk and the bone and substance of a clas-
sic colt, Cairo Prince was always an appealing animal. He sold 
for $200,000 at the 2012 Keeneland January sale as a short 
yearling and then resold for $250,000 at the Keeneland Sep-
tember yearling auction eight months later. 

The big gray’s admirers never thought he was worth less. Only 
a head bob away from being undefeated in his first four starts, 
Cairo Prince’s only loss at 2 was by a nose in the Grade 2 
Remsen Stakes to no less a star performer than Honor Code 
(A.P. Indy). 

In Cairo Prince’s seasonal debut at 3, he was so impressive in 
winning the G2 Holy Bull Stakes by 5 3/4 lengths that Godolphin 
bought into the colt. In his next start, the G1 Florida Derby, 

he finished fourth, suffered subse-
quent physical issues, and never 
raced again.

Cairo Prince was the first major 
racing performer by his sire, G1 
winner and Kentucky Derby second 
Pioneerof the Nile (Empire Maker), 
and was his sire’s first important son 
to go to stud. Cairo Prince entered 
stud at Airdrie in 2015, just months 
before a big, scopy bay colt from Pio-
neerof the Nile’s second crop went 
on a tear through the Triple Crown.

Horse of the Year American Phar-
oah and subsequent juvenile cham-

pion Classic Empire have done nothing but elevate the stallion 
profile of Pioneerof the Nile, and by kinship, they have been some 
help to Cairo Prince, as well.

And one thing is certain. If Cairo Prince does more than sire 
highly appealing sales stock, if he sires major winners and po-
tential classic performers from his first crop of racers, which 
will make their first starts in the coming months, then demand 
for his stock will go through the roof.

It is a two-way street. If Cairo Prince does well, then his sire and 
sire’s other sons also benefit, just as the continuing successes 
of Pioneerof the Nile and his champion sons have shined a posi-
tive light on Cairo Prince.

One of the ironies of this sequence of rising demand is that if 
Cairo Prince hits at the level of success many buyers expect, 
the greatest beneficiary is likely the stock by American Pharoah, 
whose first foals are yearlings and whose valuations could as-
cend to utterly riotous proportions. PRS

Cairo Prince

Cairo Prince’s First Crop
By Frank Mitchell

Emilie Taylor 615.429.6195 racing@farmvet.com
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Bay colt by Into Mischief – Blue Devil Bel, by Gilded 
Time. Consigned by Crupi’s New Castle Farm, agent, 
to Fasig-Tipton Gulfstream Sale. Purchased by China 
Horse Club and WinStar Farm for  $500,000.

Winner by 5 ½ lengths of the Grade 2 Holy Bull Stakes on 
Feb. 3 and a leading candidate for the G1 Florida Derby 
this Saturday, Audible made two trips through Fasig-Tip-
ton sales rings, the first during the August sale of New 
York-breds when J.J. Crupi bought him for $175,000 
from the consignment of Don Robinson’s Winter Quar-
ter Farm, who was selling the colt on behalf of breeder 
Richard Leahy’s Oak Bluff Stables.

Audible’s $500,000 purchase price at last year’s 
Gulfstream Sale represented a tidy profit for Crupi’s 
New Castle Farm, which already has been represented 
by two other graded stakes winners in 2018: G2 La 
Cañada winner Mopotism (a 2016 Fasig-Tipton Gulf-
stream sale graduate) and G3 Palm Beach winner 
Maraud (who sold at the 2017 Fasig-Tipton Midlantic 
sale of 2-year-olds in training).

Honor Roll
Audible A New York-Bred Success 

By Ray Paulick
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Crupi has nine juveniles catalogued to this year’s Gulf-
stream Sale, including a colt and a filly by Audible’s sire, 
Spendthrift Farm’s Into Mischief, who has climbed into 
the elite stallion ranks after being available to breed-
ers for as little as $7,500 in 2012. He stands for 
$100,000 in 2018.

Trained by Todd Pletcher, Audible demonstrated ability 
in his first start at Belmont Park Sept. 27 when closing 
to within 4 ½ lengths of the winner at the finish after 
falling 19 lengths off the pace for the first half-mile of 
a 6 ½ -furlong dash. Stretched out to a mile next out 
at Aqueduct on Nov. 15, Audible stayed in closer con-
tact early, then closed down the stretch to win by 1 3/4 
lengths. He was even more impressive next out, win-
ning a mile Aqueduct allowance by 9 3/4  lengths.

Now racing for WinStar Farm, China Horse Club, SF 
Racing and Starlight Racing, Audible’s romp in the Holy 
Bull looked that much better after favorite and fourth-
place finisher Enticed came back to win Aqueduct’s G3 
Gotham in his next start. PRS

LAUREN KING PHOTO



PRS

                                                                                                                           Page 4

Veterinarians at Rood and Riddle Equine Hospital answer 
your questions about sales and healthcare of Thoroughbred 
auction yearlings, weanlings, 2-year-olds and breeding stock.

Email us at info@paulickreport.com if you have a question for 
a veterinarian? 

QUESTION: “I’ve got a horse in train-
ing with shelly feet. How much can I 
reasonably improve his hoof quality 
with a change in feed or supple-
ments?”

DR. CRAIG LESSER: When ap-
proaching a horse with shelly feet 
it is important to consider a variety 
of factors including environment, 
workload, conformation, poor 
shoeing/shallow nailing and overall 

health of the horse. While many of these factors are 
difficult to change, nutrition is something that can be 
easily modified. 

Inconsistency in feed and pasture are often seen in a 
horse’s hoof by looking closely at the growth rings. The 
story of a horse’s nutritional history is printed in these 
growth rings and during times of stress or insult major 
deviations will develop.  

Hoof supplements are usually recommended when a 
horse sustains an injury to the hoof or has a poor qual-
ity hoof wall. However, there are a lot of different prod-
ucts on the market making incredible claims of efficacy, 
and deciding which to use can be daunting. 

When picking a hoof supplement, it is important to find 
one that complements your horse’s diet. Most com-
plete feeds already have the correct balance of the vita-
mins and minerals that a horse needs. When additional 
vitamins and minerals are added this balance can be 
disrupted, and in some cases toxicity can result, leading 
to deterioration of hoof wall quality. 

Biotin is one of the few nutritional factors that has been 
statistically proven to help with hoof wall quality and 
growth rate. One study showed horses supplemented 
with biotin had a 15 percent higher growth rate than 
horses on maintenance feed alone. Biotin is also a very 
safe supplement as it is water soluble and excess is 
safely excreted through urine. 

Keratin is the building block of quality hooves and hair. 
Omega fatty acids have been proven to increase quality 
of hair in both humans and horses and therefore should 

ASK YOUR VETERINARIAN
Dealing With Shelly Feet
By Dr. Craig Lesser

Dr. Lesser

Improve the life of your horse.
THIS IS A JOINT EFFORT.

Cartilage & Joint Health
1.800.267.5707  v  barnchats.com

be considered when a horse has poor hoof wall quality. 
These fatty acids aid in healthy hoof growth by decreas-
ing inflammation and moistening the hoof horn. 

Hoof supplements aren’t a miracle cure, and they take 
time to be effective. In some horses results can be 
seen in a few months. Your farrier will likely be the first 
person to notice a change in hoof wall quality while they 
are trimming and shoeing your horse. It can also be 
beneficial to take photos of your horse’s hooves to see 
if there is an appreciable change over a longer period 
of time. During this process it is important to follow 
manufacturer’s feeding instructions and not change 
supplements. 

Dr. Craig Lesser graduated from Colorado State Univer-
sity College of Veterinary Medicine in 2015. Following the 
completion of an internship at Anoka Equine, he moved to 
Lexington to complete a podiatry fellowship at Rood and 
Riddle and has continued there as an associate. 

PRESENTED BY
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anticipated physical or mental stress. Some veterinarians 
are using the natural immune booster interferon to attempt 
to block the pathogen locally at the nostril before it gets into 
the horse’s respiratory system.

Most importantly, Reed urged horsemen to take their horses’ 
temperatures twice daily and to act quickly if a horse develops 
a fever.

“One thing about this particular virus is that it causes bipha-
sic fever spikes,” he explained. “So they’ll have a fever and it 
might be up for a day or two and then it will go back down. 
Then four to five days later, they’ll have another fever spike, 
and that’s usually when the neurologic or other signs start 
to show up after that. The first fever spike might get missed. 
But if you’re temping your horse once or twice a day, you’re 
less likely to miss that.”

Biosecurity Protocol
Any horse that spikes a fever or shows clinical signs of in-
fectious disease should be quarantined immediately at least 
35 feet from other horses for 21 days beyond resolution of 
those clinical signs and negative test results. New horses 
should be quarantined for a minimum of two weeks, even if 
they appear healthy.

Do not allow horses to share water buckets, and don’t place 
the water hose in the bucket when filling it. Buckets should 
be scrubbed individually with a brush soaked in disinfectant, 
then rinsed and returned to the respective horse’s stall.

Bridles with bits, lip chains, twitches, tongue ties, nose rags, 
and any tack that is exposed to the horse’s saliva or nasal 
discharge should be disinfected with chlorhexidine (Nolva-
san) solution and then rinsed thoroughly with water before 
use on another horse.

Horse trailers should be disinfected between uses. When 
disinfecting trailers and premises, use a scrub brush and 
phenolic disinfectant. Do not use a power washer because it 
can cause disease particulates to aerosolize.

Sick horses should be handled last, and only designated per-
sonnel should handle them. Disinfectant foot baths should 
be used when entering and exiting a quarantined horse’s 
stall. Soon after working with sick animals, those personnel 
should remove and wash their clothes, disinfect their shoes, 
and shower to prevent spread of the disease. The farm 
veterinarian may recommend use of protective clothing 
such as latex gloves, disposable coveralls, boot covers, and 
surgical masks and hats.

“I don’t know why we’re seeing more and more outbreaks 
now,” Reed said. “Part of it is that everybody is so much 
more vigilant than they used to be. I don’t think the virus 
is undergoing any new mutations, and in fact, most of the 
new outbreaks – even the neurologic ones – have been the 
wild-type virus, the one that’s been seemingly around for the 
longest time.

Continued from Page 1

PRS
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Hip 63 Bay colt by Medaglia d’Oro x Well Dressed, by 
Notebook: By the hottest sire of classic prospects this 
year, this colt is a half-brother to Grade 1 Dubai World Cup 
winner Well Armed (by Tiznow), and to G3 Railbird Stakes 
winner Witty (Distorted Humor). Sire is represented by the 
current favorite for the Kentucky Derby, Bolt d’Oro.

Hip 119 Dark brown filly by Pioneerof the Nile x General 
Jeanne, by Honour and Glory: Filly is by the sire of Triple 
Crown winner American Pharoah and juvenile champion 
Classic Empire (Breeders’ Cup Juvenile). Filly is a half-sis-
ter to three stakes winners, including multiple G2 stakes 
winner Justwhistledixie (Dixie Union), who has produced 
Breeders’ Cup Juvenile winner New Year’s Day (Street 
Cry) and Mohaymen (Tapit), winner of the G2 Fountain of 
Youth and Remsen.

Hip 125 Dark brown colt by Tapit x Great Hot, by Ori-
entate: By three-time national leading sire Tapit (Pulpit), 
sire of classic winners Tapwrit, Creator, and Tonalist, plus 
Metropolitan Handicap winner Frosted, this colt is the 
second foal out of multiple G2 stakes winner Great Hot, a 
daughter of champion sprinter Orientate (Mt. Livermore). 
This is the family of leading sire Hennessy (Storm Cat).

Hip 129 Dark brown colt by Midnight Lute x Hay Jude, by 
Wavering Monarch: Sire won consecutive runnings of the 
G1 Breeders’ Cup Sprint and is known for getting size and 
scope in his stock that have speed and can go two turns. 
Colt is a half-brother to Little Mike (Spanish Steps), winner 
of the G1 Breeders’ Cup Turf, Arlington Million, Turf Classic, 
and to multiple stakes winner Little Nick (Tiger Ridge). 

Hip 143 Gray filly by Medaglia d’Oro x Joyful Victory, by 
Tapit:  Sire is known for his champion daughters Rachel 
Alexandra (Horse of the Year, Preakness, Woodward) and 
Songbird (Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies and champion of 
her age at 2 and 3), this filly is the second foal out of one 
of Tapit’s best daughters. Joyful Victory won the G1 Santa 
Margarita, was second or third in four more G1s (Frizette, 
Mother Goose, Zenyatta.

Five to Watch: 
A Look at Some of the Sale’s Top Hips

By Frank Mitchell

PRS

Two-Year-Old New York Bred Spring Bonus Program

$25,000 in bonus money (above purse) divided as follows:
Owners - Finish Position: 1st ($9,000), 2nd ($4,500), 3rd ($2,500)
Trainers - Finish Position: 1st ($4,000), 2nd ($3,000), 3rd ($2,000)

*Bonuses effective for the 2018 Belmont Spring/Summer Meets.

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:
Andrew M Byrnes NYRA, Stakes Coordinator | abyrnes@nyrainc.com | (718) 659-4217

N E W  Y O R K  R A C I N G  A S S O C I A T I O N 
2018 TWO-YEAR-OLD OPEN COMPANY  
SPRING PROGRAM – NEW YORK

Wednesday, April 18th 
Aqueduct Race Track   

Astoria Trial A  •  Maiden, Fillies Two-Years-Old
Purse $100,000 •••• Four and One-Half Furlongs
($50,000 to winners, $20,000, $10,000, $7,500, $5,000, $4,000 & $3,500 to be divided 7th – 10th)  
Field limited to 10 starters

Thursday, May 3rd
Belmont Race Track

Astoria Trial B  •  Maiden, Fillies Two-Years-Old
Five Furlongs •••• Purse $100,000
($50,000 to winner, $20,000, $10,000, $7,500, $5,000, $4,000 & $3,500 to be divided 7th – 10th)  
Field limited to 10 starters

Wednesday, May 16th            
Belmont Race Track     

Astoria Trial C  •  Maiden, Fillies Two-Years-Old
Five Furlongs •••• Purse $100,000
($50,000 to winner, $20,000, $10,000, $7,500, $5,000, $4,000 & $3,500 to be divided 7th – 10th)  
Field limited to 10 starters

Thursday, May 24th            
Belmont Race Track     

Astoria Trial D  •  Maiden, Fillies Two-Years-Old
Five Furlongs (Turf) •••• Purse $100,000
($50,000 to winner, $20,000, $10,000, $7,500, $5,000, $4,000 & $3,500 to be divided 7th – 10th)  
Field limited to 10 starters

Thursday, June 7th
Belmont Race Track

Astoria Stakes  •  $150,000  F,2YO  5 ½ Furlongs

Thursday, April 19th            
Aqueduct Race Track     

Tremont Trial A  •  Maiden, Two-Year-Olds
Four and One-Half Furlongs •••• Purse $100,000
($50,000 to winner, $20,000, $10,000, $7,500, $5,000, $4,000 & $3,500 to    
 be divided 7th – 10th)  Field limited to 10 starter

Friday, May 4th            
Belmont Race Track  

Tremont Trial B  •  Maiden, Two-Year-Olds
Five Furlongs •••• Purse $100,000
($50,000 to winner, $20,000, $10,000, $7,500, $5,000, $4,000 & $3,500 to be divided 7th – 10th)  
Field limited to 10 starters

Thursday, May 17th           
Belmont Race Track  

Tremont Trial C  •  Maiden, Two-Year-Olds
Five Furlongs •••• Purse $100,000
($50,000 to winner, $20,000, $10,000, $7,500, $5,000, $4,000 & $3,500 to be divided 7th – 10th)  
Field limited to 10 starters

Friday, May 25th
Belmont Race Track   

Tremont Trial D  •  Maiden, Two-Year Olds
Five Furlongs (Turf) •••• Purse $100,000
($50,000 to winner, $20,000, $10,000, $7,500, $5,000, $4,000 & $3,500 to be divided 7th – 10th)  
Field limited to 10 starters

Friday, June 8th     
Belmont Race Track

Tremont Stakes  •  $150,000  2YO  5 ½ Furlongs


