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Kentucky Farm Time Capsule: Hamburg Place
By Natalie Voss

Continued on Page 5

Another chapter in the series exploring the history behind 
some of racing’s most famous farm/racing stable names. 
Previous Time Capsule articles can be found on PaulickRe-
port.com by searching for digital versions of PR Specials.

These days, “Hamburg” is the place Lexington residents go 
to get a bite for dinner or a new pair of shoes. But there 
was a time, decades ago now, when the stretch of land 
east of town along Winchester Road was one of the larger 
breeding farms in the area. 

Unlike many of the other properties we have profiled in this 
series, which have nurtured horses for different stables 
through the years, Hamburg Place spent much of its best 
years in the hands of one family. 

John Madden purchased the first tract of Hamburg Place 
In the late 1890s and named it for one of his first major 
successes in the business. Prior to becoming Hamburg, 
part of it had been Overton Farm, which had been the 
family seat for Lucretia Hart. Hart married politician and 
horse breeder Henry Clay.

In a multi-part series on Madden published in The Blood-
Horse, Kent Hollingsworth wrote, “Madden was B.A. 
Jones, Leslie Combs II, Bull Hancock, and Hal Price Head-
ley rolled into one – with just a touch of Jack Price about 
him. First and last, Madden was a horse trader, and a 
finer eye for a horse no man ever had.” 

Almost every feature article on Madden quotes one of 
his favorite sayings, that he would rather regret selling a 
horse than regret keeping one. Hamburg (the horse) was 
one of the most classic examples. He picked up the son 
of Hanover in 1897 for $1,200 from Elmendorf Farm, 
which at the time was owned by Col. Enright. Madden 
campaigned the horse throughout the season, and despite 
being handed some of the highest weights for a juvenile at 
that time, he accumulated an impressive stakes resume. 
Madden sold him to Marcus Daley in December for 
$40,000 and used the profits to buy the first 235 acres 
of Hamburg Place. Hamburg continued winning stakes as 
a 3-year-old and went on to become one of the top sires in 
the country. Madden never looked back.

Madden had made his money as a boxer and a dealer of 
harness horses before turning to Thoroughbreds, and 
unlike many popular owners at the time, he also trained 
many of his own runners. Madden is said to have been the 
leading breeder in the country from 1917 to 1927, and 
was also top trainer in 1901 and 1902. He could even 
trim the feet of some of his own horses himself, although 

he preferred to hire the best available farriers to work on 
them. (It seems he wasn’t the originator of the saying, “No 
foot, no horse” but was an early subscriber to the idea.)

In his career as a breeder, Madden’s successes included 
five Kentucky Derby winners (Old Rosebud, Sir Barton, Paul 
Jones, Zev, Flying Ebony) and five Belmont winners (Joe 
Madden, The Finn, Sir Barton, Grey Lag, Zev). He was the 
owner and trainer of Plaudit, winner of the 1898 Kentucky 
Derby.

No matter how successful his horses were or became, 
Madden was willing to do a deal to get one sold or traded. 
Most of his success came the way it had with Hamburg – 
buying a horse as a yearling or short 2-year-old, training it, 
getting some stakes races in, and reselling it once it had a 
resume.
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Stallion Spotlight

Although first-crop sire American Pharoah (by Pioneerof 
the Nile) is sucking most of the air out of the room with the 
appearance of his first foals at auction, including 16 con-
signed to Book 1 here at Keene-
land, there are other first-crop 
weanling sires of note.

High on anyone’s list in this re-
gard is the A.P. Indy stallion Honor 
Code, whose victories in the G1 
Whitney and Metropolitan Handi-
cap in 2015 propelled him to di-
visional championship honors that 
year. A top prospect as a juvenile 
when he won the G2 Remsen 
Stakes and was a very close sec-
ond in the G1 Champagne, Honor 
Code sat out most of his second 
season but came back strong at 4 
to earn the Eclipse in a highly com-
petitive year.

With the ability to produce his form at the G1 level from 
8 to 10 furlongs and with a stellar pedigree and physique, 
Honor Code was very attractive to breeders when sent to 
stud at Lane’s End for the 2016 covering season, and he 
received a first-season book of 144 mares. From those, he 
has 117 reported live foals (81 percent) from his first crop, 
per statistics from The Jockey Club.

Of those, four are cataloged in Book 1. The first through the 
ring is Hip 152, a dark bay colt who is a half-brother to G2 
Matron Stakes winner Pretty N Cool (Scat Daddy). By the 
great sire A.P. Indy and out of a mare by the tremendous 
Storm Cat, Honor Code combines two of the most popular 
pedigree influences and practically guarantees that duplica-

tions of those will occur. This colt carries inbreeding to Storm 
Cat through the good sire Forest Wildcat and his daughter 
Latin Lynx, dam of G1 winner Sean Avery and stakes-placed 

Stayclassysandiego (Rockport Har-
bor), the dam of Hip 152.

A further measure of Honor 
Code’s popularity is that two of 
his Book 1 foals are siblings to G1 
winners. Hip 173 is a bay colt out 
of the Unbridled’s Song mare Un-
bridled Betty and is a half-brother 
to Unbridled Command (by the 
A.P. Indy son Master Command), 
who won the G1 Hollywood Derby. 
This colt’s dam brings Mr. Pros-
pector into the pedigree through 
Fappiano – Unbridled – Unbri-
dled’s Song, and if that works, it 
will become the pattern for using 
this stallion.

This already is the pattern of his elite foals consigned to 
Book 1, as Hip 234 is also out of a mare by Unbridled’s 
Song. This bay colt is a January 31 foal out of Ecology, the 
dam of G1 Blue Grass Stakes winner General Quarters 
(Sky Mesa) and G2 winner A Shin Top and stakes-placed 
New Wave, both by Tale of the Cat (Storm Cat). So all the 
stakes siblings are by sires from lines that Honor Code 
has close up.

That Honor Code is attracting producers of this caliber is 
an indication of how breeders estimate his potential suc-
cess and also an indication of how attractive he is as an 
individual, because Honor Code combines the quality and 
scope of A.P. Indy with the muscle of Storm Cat. PRS

Honor Code

Honor Code’s First-Crop Weanlings
By Frank Mitchell

Experience. Performance. Reliability. And, above all, commitment. These are the qualities that distance champions from the rest. The same qualities 
you’ll find with John Deere.  We’re proud to support the equine industry, the land, and your success. For more details on our equine program discounts* 
call 866.678.4289. To experience our commitment, visit your John Deere dealership – and learn why Nothing Runs Like a Deere.

JohnDeere.com

*�Some�restrictions�apply.�This�offer�is�available�to�qualified�equine�associations�members�in�
the�U.S.�and�Canada�and�is�subject�to�change�without�notice.�Coupon�savings�offer�not�to�be�
used�with�full-time�equine�discount�program.�John�Deere’s�green�and�yellow�color�scheme,�
the�leaping�deer�symbol�and�JOHN�DEERE�are�trademarks�of�Deere�&�Company.

Born�to�Run.

A percentage of each sale is  
returned to Thoroughbred Racing.

16-500-192 JD Born to Run Ad_7.5x2.5_PR.indd   1 5/11/16   1:56 PM



                                                                                                                          Page 3

Ralph Evans won his first race in 1967 in a $3,500 claimer 
at Aqueduct. Fifty years down the road, Evans won his first 
Grade 1, with Diversify in the Jockey Club Gold Cup.

“I’ve been doing it for a long time, granted on a much 
smaller basis for many, many years until my children got 
out of college,” Evans said. “Somewhere along the line, I 
decided I’d won enough races at Aqueduct in February with 
snow on the ground and no one in the stands, and I wanted 
to step up a little bit.”

He went to the 2016 Keeneland November sale in search 
of that next step, thanks primarily to the success of million-
aire Upstart. Evans owned Upstart with WinStar Farm.

At Keeneland, Evans stumbled upon the then 3-year-old 
New York-bred son of Bellamy Road, also owned by Win-
Star. The gelding had made just two starts at that time, 
winning both a maiden special weight and an allowance in 
New York.

PRS
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“He had previously been trained by Rick Violette, who 
happens to be my trainer as well,” added Evans. “I 
knew that while Rick was 100 percent honest with 
anybody else that was interested in the horse, I felt 
that little extra comfort knowing that he had trained 
the horse.”

Evans noted the bidding was “certainly not spirited,” 
and he paid $210,000. He partnered with his daughter 
in Diversify’s ownership for her first foray into racing.

“I thought that with the conditions and the fact that he 
was turning 4, he could be a very useful horse, per-
haps in New York stakes races,” Evans said. “Clearly, 
he has exceeded what we expected.”

Diversify won his first two starts for his new connec-
tions, and in July the gelding won his first New York-
bred stakes race. He took another restricted stake 
in his next start, and the Jockey Club Gold Cup was 
Diversify’s first attempt in graded stakes company.
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Veterinarians at Rood and Riddle Equine Hospital answer 
your questions about sales and healthcare of Thoroughbred 
auction yearlings, weanlings, 2-year-olds and breeding stock.

Email us at info@paulickreport.com if you have a question 
for a veterinarian? 

QUESTION: What information is 
available to help a prospective buyer 
looking at a pregnant mare at the 
sales?

DR. THOMAS RIDDLE: The sales 
company requires a certificate show-
ing the mare was examined within 
10 days of the sale and was found 
pregnant. Most buyers elect to then 
check the mare after she sells, but 

within 24 hours of the purchase to confirm the preg-
nancy status. If she is not pregnant, then there are steps 
that can be taken to return her (if she has been checked 
within 24 hours of purchase and the sales company 
is notified while the mare is still on the sale grounds). 
Therefore, the prospective buyer of a pregnant mare 
usually does not ask his veterinarian to examine the preg-
nancy before purchase. 

There is other information the buyer may find helpful 
prior to purchase. This may include: 1) number of covers 
required to achieve the pregnancy; 2) last foaling date 
(if applicable) of the mare; 3) if previously foaled, is the 
seller aware of any difficulties with the delivery? 4) was 
the mare fetal sexed and, if so, what is the sex of the in 
utero fetus? 5) is vulvar conformation normal? 6) has 
the mare had a Caslicks performed? 7) does the mare 
have any physical issues that may affect her ability to de-
liver and raise a foal? 8) is the mare currently or within 
the last year has she been on any medication? 9) is the 
mare on normal turn-out with other mares? 10) vacci-
nation history of the mare should be available; 11) if the 
mare has a weanling in the sale, the size and conforma-
tion of this individual should be noted. If the weanling is 
not in the sale, the prospective buyer may ask about it.

This answers to the above questions may be helpful for 
a number of reasons. For example, a large lapse of time 
between foaling and being bred back could indicate a 
difficult recovery from foaling. A large number of covers 
to achieve the pregnancy may indicate a problem history 
that should be investigated. Poor vulvar conformation 
may adversely affect the mare’s ability to maintain the 
current pregnancy and could affect her future brood-
mare performance. Physical issues such as bad feet may 
affect the mare’s ability to raise her foal, and they could 
affect the cost of maintaining her. Medication history 

ASK YOUR VETERINARIAN
Information on Pregnant Mares
By Dr. Thomas Riddle, DVM

Dr. Riddle

obviously could be useful for the buyer in his/her man-
agement of the mare and could indicate other health 
concerns that the buyer should factor into their buying 
decision. Likewise, turnout history is important for the 
buyer to know so that if the mare is purchased, she can 
be cared for properly. 

Ideally, the prospective buyer and his/her veterinarian 
should work together closely to select a mare that meets 
the buyer’s needs. A proper investigation of a mare 
should minimize (but not eliminate) future surprises with 
the mare after she goes to her new home.

Dr. Thomas Riddle received his veterinary degree from 
the University of Georgia in 1978 and came to central 
Kentucky to intern with Dr. Don Witherspoon at Spend-
thrift Farm. He joined Dr. Bill Rood’s ambulatory practice 
in 1982, and in 1985 the two purchased the land on 
which Rood and Riddle Equine Hospital now sits. The 
hospital now includes three campuses and is owned by 
23 shareholders.
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Madden continued expanding the borders of Hamburg 
(it eventually grew to 2,400 acres) and took a hands-on 
interest in its running. Only half its pastures were grazed 
at a time, so 1,200 acres stood empty. The farm had 300 
employees, and Madden provided exercise boys (who he 
also saw as incredibly valuable assets) with tutors, and 
saw they got to church on Sundays. 

Madden bought and sold horses at such a volume (publicly 
and privately) that it was hard to keep an accurate head-
count on his herd at any given time, but Hamburg had 
stall space for 44 horses in training, 250 mares, and 200 
yearlings.

By the time Madden retired from training at the age of 70, 
it’s estimated he was a multimillionaire as a result of the 
deals he made on horses. 

Madden’s sons, Edward and Joseph, showed little interest 
in taking over the Hamburg empire, though they did use 
the property to develop their love of polo. It was Edward’s 
son, Preston, who turned the farm’s use back to Thor-
oughbred breeding in the 1950s, and bred 1987 Ken-
tucky Derby winner and 1988 Horse of the Year Alysheba 
there.

Continued from Page 1
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CARPE DIEM,

LIAM’S MAP AND
ANIMAL KINGDOM
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RUN HAPPY

SELLING THURSDAY, NOV. 9TH  •  BARN 33

423 f Carpe Diem–Cabaret Starlet
424  Cabaret Starlet
444  Classy Grey Lassy
0550 f Liam’s Map–Heavenly Ghost

SELLING MONDAY, NOV 13TH  •  BARN 33

2053 c Animal Kingdom–Abbigucci
2249 c Competitive Edge–Kopenhagen
2280 f Carpe Diem–Mane Princess
2324 f Lookin At Lucky–Patricias Prospect
2380  Snow Mesa

SELLING WEDNESDAY,  NOV.15TH  •  BARN 11

2886 c Astrology–Warm N Cozzy
2937 f Cross Traffic–Billex Doux
3014 f Paynter–Etchacat
3021  Fashionable Rose
3062  Irish Penny
3072 c Can the Man–Kaminari
3175 c Commissioner–Pure Scarlett
3240 f Stay Thirsty–Stunning Electra

COME AND SEE US FOR 
YOUR NEXT WINNER

It was also Preston who spearheaded the development of 
the farm into the shopping area it is now, together with his 
son, Patrick. Interstate 75 came through the farm in the 
1960s, despite the Maddens’ resistance. As sewer and 
power lines were added in the area and housing began to 
creep to the farm’s edges, the Maddens decided to man-
age development rather than let it happen to them. 

Today, Hamburg houses a number of big-box stores, 
restaurants, office buildings, and condos – many of them 
along roadways named for John Madden’s top horses. 
A few feet away from the parking lot of a Wal-Mart and 
a Lowes sits a reminder of the land’s previous use: an 
equine cemetery with some of Madden’s favorite brood-
mares, racehorses, and riding horses. Madden said the 
area ceased to be rural on the day the Interstate was 
completed. 

“My wife thought I was going to have a stroke or heart 
failure [because of the Interstate project],” Preston 
Madden told the Lexington Herald-Leader. “It was pretty 
traumatic at the time. However, in retrospect, it’s one of 
the best things that happened out here because Interstate 
interchanges are a hell of a lot more profitable than taking 
yearlings to the sale.”
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Hip 30 Cathryn Sophia (bay mare 2013 by Street Boss x 
Sheave, by Mineshaft): Winner of the Grade 1 2016 Ken-
tucky Oaks and earner of $1.2 million from six victories in 
nine starts, Cathryn Sophia sold for $1.4 million a year ago 
at Fasig-Tipton and is now reoffered in foal for the first time, 
carrying a foal on a Feb. 26 cover to Triple Crown winner 
American Pharoah’s sire Pioneerof the Nile. Top performer 
by her sire and dam.

Hip 153 Stellar Wind (chestnut mare 2012 by Curlin 
x Evening Star, by Malibu Moon): The champion 3-year-
old filly of 2015, Stellar Wind has improved with age and 
remained at the top of the division. Now with six G1s to her 
credit and $2.2 million in earnings prior to the weekend’s 
Breeders’ Cup Distaff, she is one of the premium perform-
ers by Horse of the Year Curlin, also sire of Belmont Stakes 
winner Palace Malice, Preakness winner Exaggerator, and 
Coaching Club American Oaks winner Curalina.

Hip 238 Enchanted Rock (chestnut mare 2004 by Gi-
ant’s Causeway x Chic Shirine, by Mr. Prospector): With 
one of the best pedigrees available, this mare began her 
breeding career by producing G2 stakes winner El Padrino 
(by Pulpit) and multiple G1 winner Verrazano (Haskell, Wood 
Memorial). Half-sister to a pair of stakes winner and a pair 
of producers of stakes winners, Enchanted Rock is in foal, 
carrying a full sibling to Verrazano, on a Mar. 23 cover.

Hip 271 Lady Eli (bay mare 2012 by Divine Park x Sacre 
Coeur, by Saint Ballado): A G1 winner each season she 
raced, Lady Eli is the leading contender as champion turf 
mare of 2017 and had 10 wins from 13 starts, for earn-
ings of $2.9 million, going into the Breeders’ Cup Filly & 
Mare Turf. The best racer by Metropolitan Handicap winner 
Divine Park (Chester House), Lady Eli comes from a top-
quality family nurtured at Runnymede Farm.

Hip 301 (2017 bay colt by American Pharoah x Ponche 
de Leona, by Ponche): From the first crop by 2015 Triple 
Crown winner American Pharoah, winner of the Breeders’ 
Cup Classic, this colt is a half-brother to Mucho Macho 
Man (Macho Uno), who won the Breeders’ Cup Classic and 
earned $5.6 million before retiring to stud. Colt is a half 
to two stakes winners and a stakes-placed runner out of 
stakes-winning dam.

Five to Watch: 
A Look at Some of the Sale’s Top Hips

By Frank Mitchell

PRS

AROUND
THE

TRACK

A
P A U L I C K
R E P O R T

P O D C A S T

“TRUST ME. YOU’VE NEVER HEARD   
        ANYTHING LIKE IT”– RAY PAULICK

UPCOMING GUEST

SIMON BRAY
HOSTED BY SCOTT JAGOWPAULICKREPORT.COM

TAYLOR MADE
Brought to you by:


