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Kentucky Farm Time Capsule: Faraway Farm
By Natalie Voss

Continued on Page 5

This is the latest chapter in a series exploring the history 
behind some of racing’s most famous farm/racing stable 
names. Previous Time Capsule articles can be found at Paulick-
Report.com by searching for digital versions of PR Specials.

The lasting legacy of Faraway Farm is certainly its time as 
home to the great Man o’ War, who lived on the property off 
Russell Cave Road north of Lexington, Ky. The land’s history 
goes beyond the throngs of visitors who flocked to Big Red’s 
stall, however.

The acreage that eventually became the home of Man o’ 
War was part of a 2,000-acre parcel Thomas Jefferson 
gifted in 1774 to William Russell as a tribute to his brother 
Henry Russell’s service in the French and Indian War. It 
would seem Russell Cave was named for the family. A spring 
runs from within the cave, one of the largest stream caves 
in the area (reportedly so large that a man once lived above 
the cave and kept his gun shop from inside the cave, and 
large enough it’s rumored to have held runaway slaves on the 
Underground Railroad). 

The cave was also the backdrop of a gruesome scuffle be-
tween abolitionist Cassius Marcellus Clay and Samuel Brown. 
Both were in attendance at an 1843 rally near the cave held 
by pro-slavery advocate Robert Wickliffe when Clay objected to 
the speaker’s message, apparently prompting Brown to shoot 
him. Brown’s shot hit the blade of the bowie knife in Clay’s shirt 
pocket, and Clay retaliated, slashing Brown in the face repeat-
edly. Clay’s cousin Henry represented him in court and secured 
an acquittal for all charges relating to the violence.  

The Russell family sold the land in the 1860s and it continued 
changing hands until it was purchased in 1905 by James 
Ben Ali Haggin, who owned nearby Elmendorf. Elmendorf op-
erations focused on Thoroughbreds but also included coach 
horses, dairy cattle and laying hens to support the farm.

About 15 years later, Pennsylvania-based owner and textiles 
manufacturer Samuel Riddle was looking for a place to stand 

one of the most famous and accomplished Thoroughbreds 
in American history. Riddle had decided to retire Man o’ War 
rather than accept the excessive weights he anticipated the 
chestnut would be assigned in handicaps as a 4-year-old win-
ner of 20 from 21 lifetime starts. 

In a somewhat unconventional move for the early 1920s, 
Riddle assigned the task of managing Man o’ War’s stud 
career to a woman – Elizabeth Daingerfield, who had 
grown up at Castleton Stud, where her father Foxhall was 
manager, down the road from the Elmendorf property. By 
1920 she had run Castleton, managed Haylands Farm, 
and leased her own Hinata Farm. Man o’ War first stood 
at Hinata until Daingerfield found a piece of the old Russell 
property for sale and advised Riddle to purchase it. He 
did, along with his wife’s niece Sarah Jeffords and Sarah’s 
husband, Walter.

ASK RAY

QUESTION:  What’s behind the rising bloodstock 
prices this year?

ANSWER: The Thoroughbred market has often mirrored 
the stock market. Big dips in bloodstock prices came after 
the tech bubble burst in 2000 and the global financial crisis 
of 2008 drove stock prices down. Stocks are now on a re-
cord run.
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Stallion Spotlight

The Fasig-Tipton Kentucky November sale is notable for many 
things, including some of the most elite offerings of brood-
mares and broodmare prospects, with this year’s auction 
highlighted by champions Songbird, 
Tepin, Finest City, among other no-
table racers or producers. But one 
aspect that may drive just as many 
lookers to the sale is the first group 
of foals up for auction by 2015 Triple 
Crown winner American Pharoah.

The 5-year-old son of the Empire 
Maker stallion Pioneerof the Nile 
was champion of his crop at both 2 
and 3, Horse of the Year in the latter 
when he also defeated older horses 
in the Breeders’ Cup Classic, and 
earned more than $8.6 million. A 
winner in eight G1 races, American 
Pharoah would have been a strong 
favorite for the Breeders’ Cup Juve-
nile of 2014 but was kept out of the race due to a sore foot. 
But the colt’s impressive victories in the G1 Del Mar Futurity 
and Frontrunner Stakes at Santa Anita propelled him to a divi-
sional championship.

They also essentially sealed the fate of his racing future be-
cause Coolmore bought the breeding rights to the colt toward 
the end of his juvenile season, as the international breeding 
giant has endeavored to do with U.S. champion juvenile colts 
for most of the last decade. 

Coolmore got it right, and the slashing bay came back strong 
the following year with a half-dozen G1 victories, the only loss 
coming to Keen Ice in the 2015 Travers. Retired amid great 
acclaim, American Pharoah went to stud in 2016 and covered 
a large book of premium mares at Coolmore’s Ashford Stud.

From the champion’s initial book of 208 mares, 178 were 
reported in foal to The Jockey Club, and there are 163 live 
foals reported from American Pharoah’s first crop. Of those, 

six are consigned to the Fasig-Tipton 
November sale, which lists 74 wean-
lings among its one-day offerings on 
Nov. 6.

The American Pharoah weanlings 
place their sire in a tie for the most 
offered at this sale. Of the group con-
signed, two are colts, and four are 
fillies. At the subsequent Keeneland 
November sale, there are another 
21 weanlings from American Phar-
oah’s first crop.

At Fasig-Tipton, there’s the one ev-
eryone will want a look at.

Hip 46 is a bay filly by the Triple Crown 
winner out of G3 stakes winner Untouched Talent (Storm Cat), 
and this filly a half-sister to a pair of high-class runners, includ-
ing G1 winner Bodemeister, who also ran second in the Ken-
tucky Derby and Preakness. Bodemeister is the “other” son of 
Empire Maker and, like Pioneerof the Nile, ran second in the 
Kentucky Derby. 

The two sons of Empire Maker share a unique distinction be-
cause no other active stallion has two sons who have sired 
Kentucky Derby winners. Pioneerof the Nile sired his Kentucky 
Derby winner, American Pharoah, two years ago in his second 
crop, Bodemeister sired 2017 Kentucky Derby winner Always 
Dreaming in his first crop.

So, the combination of two G1 siblings with the Empire Maker 
male line will put Hip 46 on every serious looker’s list. PRS

American Pharoah

First Foals From a Triple Crown Winner
By Frank Mitchell
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Bay mare by Azamour (Ire) – Guilla, by Galileo. Con-
signed by Denali Stud, agent, to Fasig-Tipton November 
Sale. Purchased by David Meah, agent, for $200,000.

David Meah, assistant to trainer Richard Baltas and an 
up-and-coming bloodstock agent, first met attorney Bing 
Bush in Del Mar a number of years ago. When Meah 
first came into Baltas’ employ, Bush noticed the train-
er’s numbers were on the improve, and jumped at the 
chance to privately purchase a horse for Baltas to train.

Meah gave Bush his first win at Del Mar, and their rela-
tionship grew. Last fall, Meah went to the Fasig-Tipton 
November Sale with the intention to look at Goodyear-
forroses. The Irish-bred filly had been racing in Canada 
with trainer Roger Attfield and won a listed stake in 
August. She finished third in the G3 Maple Leaf just 
days before the sale.

“She was a filly who had been on my radar for a while,” 
Meah said. “I loved her when I got to the sale, though 
she looked like she could use a little T-L-C. It’s nothing 
against Attfield, but sometimes mares don’t like the 
cold in Canada. She looked like she needed a change 
of scenery, and the Southern California sunshine has 
been great for her.”

Meah brought Goodyearforroses back to Baltas’ stable, 
and began galloping the 5-year-old mare himself. In her 
first start for Bush’s Abbondanza Racing, the mare 
easily won the listed Robert J. Frankel Stakes at Santa 
Anita. Two starts later, Goodyearforroses got her first 
graded stakes victory in the G2 Santa Ana. Medallion 
Racing since became a partner in the 5-year-old.

She isn’t the first graded stakes winner Meah has been 
involved with on the bloodstock end; he also selected 
and purchased future Grade 1 winner Union Strike for 
Mick Ruis at the OBS April sale in 2016. PRS

Honor Roll
Change of Scenery Helps Goodyearforroses

By Chelsea Hackbarth
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SELLING AS HIP 72
BY MEDAGLIA D’ORO

ADDITIONAL OFFERINGS:

     Hip 189   1/2 to MOR SPIRIT (G1)
     Hip 117   1/2 to Social Inclusion (G1SP)

ADDITIONAL WEANLINGS BY 

TIZNOW & SUMMER FRONT

LOCATED IN BARN 8  •  FASIG-TIPTON

 Call/text Zach Madden for more
information 859.396.1907

WEANLING HALF TO
MISS TEMPLE CITY
MG1 WINNING MILLIONAIRE • $1,680,091 IN EARNINGS
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Veterinarians at Rood and Riddle Equine Hospital answer 
your questions about sales and healthcare of Thoroughbred 
auction yearlings, weanlings, 2-year-olds and breeding stock.

Email us at info@paulickreport.com if you have a question 
for a veterinarian? 

QUESTION: What does a breeding 
soundness exam entail for a mare?

DR. JEFF COOK: The breeding sound-
ness exam is a critical step in the pro-
cess of purchasing a mare and serves 
the purpose to determine if a barren 
mare or filly is suitable for mating.  To 
meet conditions of sale, a mare is con-
sidered suitable for mating if a rectal 
palpation and speculum exam of the 

cervix and vagina does not reveal significant abnormalities.  
When considering purchasing a barren mare, prospective 
buyers should consider having their veterinarian exam the 
mare pre-sale.  There are significant issues that may not 
be found on the examination that is required by the sale, 
and could present potential problems when breeding the 
mare.  When available, the mare’s reproductive history 
(produce record, foaling dates, abortions, etc.) can provide 
insight into her overall reproductive health as well. 

The first step of the breeding soundness exam (BSE) is a 
general physical exam to assess the mare’s overall health.  
The mare’s ability to conceive, carry to term, give birth 
to, and raise a foal can be compromised by such physi-
cal abnormalities as laminitis or other chronic lameness, 
respiratory and heart conditions, and poor or excessive 
body condition.   

When performing a BSE pre-sale, additional information 
can be gained through rectal ultrasound of the reproductive 
tract and direct manual examination of the cervix, which are 
not required by the sale to determine if a mare is suitable 
for mating.  With the ultrasound your veterinarian can de-
termine if there is excessive fluid within the uterus or other 
abnormalities such as uterine cysts or ovarian tumors.  It 
is important to palpate the cervix, as many cervical defects 
are difficult to visualize on speculum exam.  The pre-sale 
BSE may reveal significant issues that would not be detect-
ed on the exam required by the sale company.

In the case of most young, healthy maiden mares, rectal 
palpation to identify the presence of normal ovaries and a 
uterus, as well as a speculum exam to visualize the cervix 
will suffice to establish soundness for breeding and can be 
completed after purchase.  This post-sale exam must be 
completed within 24 hours and the sale company needs 
to be notified immediately if a problem is found that would 

ASK YOUR VETERINARIAN
Breeding Soundness Exams
By Dr. Jeff Cook, DVM

Dr. Cook

warrant return of the mare.  There are a few questions 
that should be asked of the consignor before the sale con-
cerning a maiden mare.  It is important to note if the mare 
has been retired from racing and why.  If she was retired 
for veterinary issues, has she fully recovered and will she 
require any special care?  Has the mare had any issues 
that have prevented her from being bred previously?  Ask-
ing these questions before purchasing a mare can provide 
insight into potential problems.     
    
The breeding soundness exam is an important tool to be 
used by prospective buyers and mare owners to identify 
and assess problems preventing mares from producing 
foals and can also be used to institute appropriate therapy 
and management.  

Dr. Jeff Cook graduated from veterinary school at Oregon 
State University in 2000 and completed an ambulatory 
internship with Rood and Riddle the same year. He is now 
one of the hospital’s shareholders and practices in the 
field, concentrating on reproductive issues.
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A 1926 feature in the Saturday Evening Post described 
Daingerfield as quiet and serious with an impossible 
schedule that sent her dashing between Elmsmead Farm 
(which she also managed), Haylands, and Riddle’s place, 
which he named Faraway. The Post described Daingerfield 
checking on the sizable staff at each place from her mud-
dy car, stuffed with feed, buckets, medications, and dogs, 
with a suitcase containing an evening dress in the back-
seat and a revolver she called Louis Lee somewhere in the 
front (demonstrating that some things, like the contents 
of the farm manager’s truck, do not really change much in 
the course of a century). Daingerfield did everything from 
nursing sickly foals to managing Man o’ War’s stud books, 
all while receiving a staggering amount of fan mail for the 
horse and sometimes, unsolicited marriage proposals, 
presumably on the strength of her association with him. 
It was also Daingerfield who designed and built the barns 
and roads on the Faraway property, some of which still 
stand today. 

In 1930, Daingerfield left Faraway and the farm was 
placed in the hands of Harrie Scott (originally named 
Harry, he changed the spelling of his own name because 
he thought there were too many ‘Harrys’ in school al-
ready). It was Scott who convinced Riddle to breed Man o’ 
War to Brushup, a young filly Daingerfield had advised him 

Continued from Page 1

PRS

not to send to the sales. Brushup became the dam of War 
Admiral, the most successful of Man o’ War’s 64 stakes 
winners. 

In 1946, the 900-acre Faraway property was divided be-
tween Riddle and Jeffords, with Jeffords’ half retaining the 
name and the other half cycling through different owners 
and being renamed Man o’ War Farm. The Jeffords and 
later their son, Walter Jeffords Jr., continued to breed 
from Faraway, and under their combined direction the 
farm nurtured 1952 Horse of the Year One Count, cham-
pion Kiss Me Kate, and 72 stakes winners, 32 by Man o’ 
War or out of Man o’ War mares.

Walter Jeffords died in 1990, and his wife Kay (success-
ful in her own right with steeplechase runners) sold the 
Faraway property to Greg Goodman in 2002. Goodman 
added the acreage to his operation at Mt. Brilliant Farm, 
which was also originally a part of the Haggin property 
and since used for raising cattle. Goodman embarked on 
a restoration project of the farm’s buildings and houses, 
including the original four-stall stallion barn where Man o’ 
War once slept. Today, the building looks almost exactly as 
it did in the 1930s and 1940s, complete with a brass fire 
bell Riddle purchased from the Lexington fire department 
and rang whenever the stallion had a stakes winner.
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Hip 99 Miss Temple City (dark bay mare 2012, by Tem-
ple City x Glittering Tax, by Artax): A three-time Grade 1 
winner, Miss Temple City is the leading performer by her 
sire, the Dynaformer horse Temple City, and has earned 
more than $1.6 million. She is a full sister to stakes winner 
Pricedtoperfection, and both are out of the stakes-placed 
Glittering Tax, a daughter of champion sprinter Artax.

Hip 112 Sambuca Classica (chestnut mare 2004, by 
Cat Thief x In Her Glory, by Miswaki): The dam of three 
stakes winners from her first four foals, most notably 
2016 champion 2-year-old colt Classic Empire (by Pio-
neerof the Nile), this mare is in foal and carrying a full 
sibling to the Eclipse Award winner on a March 30 cover. 
Mare is by Breeders’ Cup Classic winner Cat Thief (Storm 
Cat) and out of the Miswaki stakes winner In Her Glory.

Hip 120 Songbird (bay filly 2013, by Medaglia d’Oro x 
Ivanavinalot, by West Acre): The race mare herself. A 
striking individual, Songbird was a $400,000 yearling at the 
Saratoga select sale in 2014, and she has made that look 
cheap. Champion of her age and sex and 2 and 3, Songbird 
won the Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies at Keeneland at 2 
and was unbeaten until a narrow loss a year ago to cham-
pion older mare Beholder in the Breeders’ Cup Distaff. Has 
won 9 G1s, two Eclipse Awards, nearly $4.7 million, and is 
by a leading international sire out of a G2 stakes winner.

Hip 130 Tepin (bay filly 2011, by Bernstein x Life Hap-
pened, by Stravinsky): A winner of $4.4 million, 6 G1 
races, and two Eclipse Awards, Tepin reached her peak 
form at 4 and 5 when she earned her championships and 
international acclaim with victories in the G1 Breeders’ 
Cup Mile, Queen Anne Stakes in England, and Woodbine 
Mile in Canada. One of 85 stakes winners by the high-class 
Storm Cat sire Bernstein, Tepin is in foal to Horse of the 
Year Curlin on a May 1 cover.

Hip 171 Finest City (chestnut mare 2012, by City Zip x 
Be Envied, by Lemon Drop Kid): Eclipse Award winner as 
top filly sprinter in 2016 after victory in the Breeders’ Cup 
Filly & Mare Sprint, Finest City showed her G1 form in races 
from 6 to 9 furlongs, like many of the top performers by her 
high-quality sire City Zip (Carson City). Finest City is half-sis-
ter to stakes winner Grand Prix and from a deep family. PRS

Five to Watch: 
A Look at Some of the Sale’s Top Hips

By Frank Mitchell
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