
Kentucky Farm Time Capsule: Mereworth
By Natalie Voss
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This week, we continue our series exploring the history be-
hind some of racing’s most famous farm/racing stable 
names. Find digital versions of previous PR Specials on 
PaulickReport.com for Time Capsule features on Elmendorf 
Farm, Greentree Stable, and Maine Chance Farm.

While some major racing and breeding operations like El-
mendorf were names that shifted control and ownership 
over time, others, like Mereworth Farm in Central Kentucky, 
were strictly one-family endeavors.

Walter Salmon Sr., a real estate mogul from New York, be-
gan racing horses in 1918 and acquired the property he 
named Mereworth between Lexington and Midway soon 
after. Salmon’s preferred tactic in real estate was to lease 
rather than purchase, and it had served him well in business. 
The portfolio he started with a leased property at the cor-
ner of 42nd Street and 5th Avenue expanded into holdings 
that covered much of midtown Manhattan, including Salmon 
Tower, the now-iconic structure he constructed in the late 
1920s. He applied the same philosophy to Mereworth, leas-
ing much of the land rather than purchasing it.

Unlike many other empires, which raced some or all of their 
homebreds, Salmon decided in 1931 he was no longer inter-
ested in seeing his own silks on the racetrack and preferred 
to focus on commercial breeding. He leased his remaining 
horses in training to Adolphe Pons and concentrated on 
breeding sale horses. 

Mereworth enjoyed success as a breeder of racehorses 
and sale prospects. Its greatest claim to fame was Display, 
who started an astonishing 103 times, earning more than 
$256,000 and becoming one of Mereworth’s three Preak-
ness winners (in addition to Vigil and Dr. Freeland). Display 
went on to become known as a sire of horses almost as 
durable as he was, with the most famous being Discovery, 
top sire for Alfred Vanderbilt’s Sagamore Farm and eventual 
Horse of the Year and Hall of Fame inductee.

Additional top horses under Salmon’s supervision included 
Annapolis, Battleship, Dark Discovery, Snowflake, Sunglow 
(sire of Sword Dancer), and Education, among 93 stakes 
winners. 

In the sales arena, Mereworth sold a record-breaking filly – a 
full sister to champion filly and eventual Hall of Fame inductee 
Twilight Tear – for $60,000 in 1951.

Salmon had no issue with thinking outside the box when 
it came to innovation for his new commercial business. In 

1932, when he noticed auction prices for fillies had dropped 
significantly, he advertised three of the stallions standing 
at Mereworth as having fees payable only if they produced 
colts. He recognized the value of genetics in breeding and 
reportedly spent $250,000 in the 1920s to fund a project 
at the Eugenics Records Office of the Carnegie Institution at 
Cold Spring Harbor on Long Island, N.Y., looking for a formula 
to predict the potential of a given match. Allegedly, the for-
mula researchers created proved successful but ultimately 
“too complicated for general usage.” 

Salmon was a problem-solver, if a frustrated one, when it 
came to some health issues in his herd. He recognized the 
dangers of parasites for horses, and before the advent of 
phenothiazine for worming, apparently tied leather bags to 
his mares’ tails, hoping to catch manure before it hit the 
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Stallion Spotlight

When Pioneerof the Nile (by Empire 
Maker) went to stud, not even his 
most partisan supporters would have 
expected him to sire a champion 
2-year-old. A suggestion that he might 
sire two of them in his first four crops 
would have been greeted with, what, 
hoots of derision?

Yeah, about that.

But truly significant sires overcome 
their apparent limitations, and Pio-
neerof the Nile has come up trumps. 
In this case, Pioneerof the Nile wasn’t 
thought to have limitations in stamina, 
the most suspect quality of most American breeding. Instead, 
he was thought to have too much of it, and breeders, especial-
ly those with an eye for the juvenile in-training market, passed 
him by for more expensive and presumably more likely candi-
dates to succeed at getting quick and precocious stock.

Even today, nobody is going to suggest that Pioneerof the Nile is 
a sprint sire. He is not.

The surprising thing is that many of his offspring have good to 
excellent speed, and quite a few of them show it early enough for 
them to progress at 2.

From his first crop, Pioneerof the Nile got the highly regarded 
juvenile colt Cairo Prince, who was his sire’s first stakes winner. 
At 2, Cairo Prince won the Grade 2 Nashua Stakes and then 
was a narrow second to Honor Code in the G2 Remsen. The 
following season, Cairo Prince won the G2 Holy Bull in a season 
and career that were unfortunately abbreviated.

With other useful 3-year-olds who came around a bit later from 

his first crop, Pioneerof the Nile might 
have had Cairo Prince written off as a 
lucky first try, except that the stallion’s 
second crop contained one who was 
better in champion 2-year-old Ameri-
can Pharoah, and that bay marvel won 
the Triple Crown and the Breeders’ 
Cup Classic in 2015.

If there were any doubters by this 
time, the stallion’s fourth-crop star, 
Classic Empire, was the 2016 cham-
pion 2-year-old colt after victory in the 
Breeders’ Cup Juvenile and lost a very 
close finish in the 2017 Preakness.

The yearlings of 2017 are from their sire’s sixth crop, num-
bering 101. The buying market has taken note of the quality 
and versatility of the stock by Pioneerof the Nile, who had 
juveniles in training that sold for $1 million and $700,000 at 
the 2017 OBS March sale.

With prices like that available, the demand for the stallion’s year-
lings, for end-users or resale, will be strong. In addition, several 
of the yearlings in the September Session 4 are out of sharp 
young stakes winners like Hips 946 (out of G3 winner Wind-
ing Way), 970 (G3 winner Agave Kiss), 1011 (G3 winner As-
sateague), and 1198 (G3 winner Dreaming of Liz). 

The sire also has yearlings out of G1 producers. Hip 1071 is a 
half-sister to G1 Travers winner Golden Ticket), and Hip 1160 
is a half-brother to Whitney winner Moreno, a winner of nearly 
$3 million. 

With the sire’s combination of good early maturity and clas-
sic potential, his best prospects are going to be highly in 
demand. PRS

Pioneerof the Nile

Pioneerof the Nile Quick From Start
By Frank Mitchell
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Bay colt, by Tiznow – Wynning Ride, by Candy Ride (Arg). 
Consigned by Woods Edge Farm, agent, to 2016 Keene-
land September Yearling Sale, purchased by William 
Mack & Robert Baker for $575,000.

It was a dark bay weanling from Hunter Valley Farm’s 
consignment that caught the eye of Peter O’Callaghan 
at Keeneland’s November sale. Bidding on the 2015 
son of Tiznow went all the way up to $275,000, a bit 
beyond O’Callaghan’s normal budget, but when the 
hammer fell, Sporting Chance was headed back to his 
Woods Edge Farm.

“He was a very nice foal,” said O’Callaghan. “He was 
just a very appealing horse, and he was worth the 
stretch. Luckily for us, he went the right way and 
turned into a really lovely yearling. They don’t all do 
that, but he just turned out a lovely, lovely horse.”

By Tiznow, the colt is out of the stakes winning, multi-
ple Grade 1-placed mare Wynning Ride, by Candy Ride. 
Sporting Chance is just her third foal, but Wynning 
Ride’s dam Wynyard also produced a pair of stakes-
placed runners in Ernfold and Dafoe.

“He had a lot of quality for a Tiznow,” O’Callaghan ex-
plained. “He had the usual quality and strength that is 
associated with the Tiznows, but he had some refine-
ment and quality through him as well, very possibly 
because of the influence of the Candy Ride mare.”

Pinhooked back through the September yearling sale 
at Keeneland, the colt who would be named Sporting 
Chance commanded a final bid of $575,000 from D. 
Wayne Lukas on behalf of partners William Mack and 
Robert Baker.

PRS

Honor Roll
O’Callaghan Gave Tiznow Colt a Sporting Chance

By Chelsea Hackbarth

Sporting Chance

“We had a lot of interest at the yearling sale, but I kind 
of felt that when Wayne saw him he was very taken 
by him,” said O’Callaghan. “An educated guess would 
have said that Wayne would end up with the horse, 
because he came back and spent a lot of time with 
the colt with Mr. Baker and Mr. Mack.”

Sporting Chance provided a dramatic end to the 
Grade 1 Hopeful at Saratoga. Well in front of the com-
petition at the sixteenth pole, the colt shied suddenly 
to the left, losing all his momentum. Sporting Chance 
was just close enough to the wire to hang on and win 
by a neck.

“Had it not been for that, he would have won by two or 
three lengths quite decisively,” O’Callaghan said. “Luis 
Saez did a great job to stay on in the end, because a 
lot of jockeys wouldn’t have been able to. I mean, both 
of his legs were on one side of the horse there at one 
point. He deserves a lot of credit for that.”
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In conjunction with Rood and Riddle 
Equine Hospital, “Ask Your Veteri-
narian” is a regular feature in the 
PR Special newsletter distributed 
online and at Thoroughbred sales. 
Veterinarians at Rood and Riddle 
Equine Hospital answer your ques-
tions about sales and healthcare 
of Thoroughbred auction yearlings, 
weanlings, 2-year-olds and breed-
ing stock.

Email us at info@paulickreport.com if you have a question for 
a veterinarian? 

QUESTION: Which joint do you find to be the most prob-
lematic as far as issues on x-ray and lameness issues?

DR. KATHLEEN PAASCH: It is almost impossible to 
name a particular joint as most problematic. Buyers 
often shy away from anything associated with knees or 
stifles and so these joints are often singled out as most 
problematic. However, while there can be very serious 
problems in these joints, lesions in these areas should 
not result in an automatic rejection when buying a future 
racehorse.  

Depending on size and location, horses can have stifle 
OCDs and race just as successfully as their siblings. In the 
knee, changes in the upper joint are less concerning than 
changes in the lower joint. Finally, many buyers don’t con-
sider fetlocks as problem joints and it’s true that a fetlock 
chip can be easily removed. However, a large cyst in that 
joint can result in an unsound horse or at the very least one 
that will be extremely difficult to sell. Examples of minor and 
problematic findings could be given for every joint.

ASK YOUR VETERINARIAN
Finding Your Comfort Level
By Dr. Kathleen Paasch, DVM

Dr. Paasch

I cannot stress enough that buyers find a vet with whom 
they are comfortable to interpret repository films. Buyers 
should find someone who can explain the anatomical 
terms and who is knowledgeable about how yearlings 
with particular findings tend to perform athletically. 

A great deal of research exists on Thoroughbred sales 
yearlings and their racing performance.  Ideally, buyers 
should work with a veterinarian who knows their level of 
risk tolerance and the intended purpose of the horse. 
They should ask questions so as to make the most 
informed decision. Consignors, while in possession of 
veterinary reports, should not be expected to interpret 
the veterinarian’s words.  Findings on radiographs do 
not mean that a yearling won’t be a racehorse any more 
than a clean report guarantees success.

Dr. Kathleen Paasch is a shareholder in Rood and Riddle 
Equine Hospital. She received her DVM from Washington 
State University and completed Rood and Riddle’s intern-
ship program the following year. Dr. Paasch specializes in 
lameness, diagnostic imaging, and acupuncture. PRS
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ground and contaminated his pastures. (Shockingly, this 
didn’t work.) Once phenothiazine was on the market, Mere-
worth was one of the first farms to use it in low doses to 
address the problem.

Like any good businessman, Salmon was also interested in 
diversification. Mereworth grew corn, wheat, and a special 
low nicotine variety of tobacco during his administration. It 
also gained one of Kentucky’s larger populations of breeding 
stock for beef cattle, and was one of the only farms at the 
time to test out cross-breeding among its Angus, Hereford, 
and Charolais cows. 

As Salmon’s involvement in the commercial business grew, 
so did unrest among Kentucky breeders when travel restric-
tions during World War II made it more difficult for them 
to transport yearlings to Saratoga for auction. Salmon gath-
ered with other Kentucky horsemen to establish the Breed-
ers’ Sales Company, which started Keeneland’s legendary 
July yearling sale, and which ultimately became part of the 
Keeneland Association. The sale’s first edition sold eventual 
Kentucky Derby winner Hoop Jr. 

Mereworth rose to leading breeder by earnings in 1946, 
and continued its dominance when ranked by wins for seven 
seasons, until Salmon’s death on Christmas Day 1953.

Upon his death, Walter Salmon Jr. took over his father’s 
Mereworth Farm, which by then had swelled to 3,200 acres 
on different tracts. Salmon Jr. continued Mereworth’s suc-
cess as a breeder and took a particular interest in stallion syn-
dications. He was involved in deals on Nashua, Tom Rolfe, Dr. 
Fager, Buckpasser, Never Bend, Damascus, and Secretariat, 
among others. Mereworth bred another 50-odd stakes win-
ners during Salmon Jr.’s reign, including Palace Music, sire of 
Cigar. Salmon Jr. also seemed to carry on his father’s interest 
in the role of science in farm management, as president of 
the Grayson-Jockey Club Research Foundation for 13 years 
and member of the fundraising committee for the University 
of Kentucky’s Gluck Equine Research Center. 

The younger Salmon did reverse course in one way, however; 
in the 1960s, he determined it was no longer financially fea-
sible to purchase young broodmare prospects for his band 
and returned to racing as a way to test out young fillies’ ge-
netic potential. During this time, Mereworth sent its mares 
to outside stallions Salmon was involved with, rather than 
standing its own.

Salmon Jr. died in 1986 and Mereworth dispersed much 
of its stock at public auction throughout that year, along-
side Spendthrift’s liquidation. Walter Sr.’s granddaughter, 
Susan Salmon Donaldson, inherited the property and kept 
control of it until 2011. Before her death, the remaining 
1,200 acres of Mereworth were preserved as a sanctu-
ary for unwanted equids and retired racehorses. New Vo-
cations Thoroughbred Adoption is in the process of con-
structing its new base on the former Mereworth. There are 
140 horses on the property, some of which are adoptable 
through New Vocations.
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Hip 919 Bay colt by Bernardini x Vole Vole Monamour, by 
Woodman: A classic winner and champion who is among the 
leading sons of Horse of the Year A.P. Indy, Bernardini has 
sired more than 50 stakes winners, including a full sister to 
this colt, G1 winner Dame Dorothy. In addition, their dam, by 
the outstanding broodmare sire Woodman (Mr. Prospector), 
produced a second G1 winner, Mrs. Lindsay (Theatrical), who 
scored in the Prix Vermeille and in the E.P. Taylor Stakes.

Hip 945 Bay filly by Medaglia d’Oro x Wilshewed, by Carson 
City: A half-sister to G1 Hollywood Futurity winner Stormello 
(Stormy Atlantic) and four other stakes horses, all graded, 
this filly is by the top racehorse and sire Medaglia d’Oro. He 
has sired more than 100 stakes winners, including Horse of 
the Year Rachel Alexandra, multiple champion Songbird, and 
Australian champion juvenile colt Vancouver.

Hip 977 Bay colt by Giant’s Causeway x Aldebaran Light, 
by Seattle Slew: This colt is a full brother to Eskendereya, a 
hulking chestnut who won the G1 Wood Memorial and for a 
time was the favorite for the Kentucky Derby. Both are by the PRS

Five to Watch: 
A Look at Some of the Sale’s Top Hips

By Frank Mitchell

European star racer Giant’s Causeway (Storm Cat), a multiple 
G1 winner and horse of very high class from 8 to 10 furlongs. 
This colt is also a half-brother to the top-class English-raced 
juvenile Balmont (Stravinsky), winner of the G1 Middle Park.

Hip 1095 Gray filly by Tapit x Champagne Royale, by French 
Deputy: Tapit (Pulpit) is one of the most sought-after sires in 
the world, and this filly is a half-sister to a duo of G1 winners. 
Her half-brother Majestic Harbor (Rockport Harbor) won the 
G1 Gold Cup at Santa Anita and three other graded stakes 
among 10 victories and earnings of nearly $1.3 million. Half-
brother Danza (Street Boss) won the G1 Arkansas Derby.

Hip 1189 Bay filly by Majesticperfection x Don’t Trick Her, 
by Mazel Trick: Out of the best Mazel Trick mare in the world, 
this filly is a half-sister to three stakes winners, including G1 
winners Include Me Out (Include), winner of the Clement L. 
Hirsch Stakes and Santa Margarita, as well as third in the 
Breeders’ Cup Distaff, and Check the Label (Stormin Fever), 
winner of the Garden City Stakes. Majesticperfection sired 
Kentucky Oaks winner Lovely Maria in his first crop.


