
Kentucky Farm Time Capsule: Maine Chance
By Natalie Voss

Continued on Page 5

This week, we continue our series 
exploring the history behind some 
of racing’s most famous farm/rac-
ing stable names. Find digital ver-
sions of previous PR Specials on 
PaulickReport.com for Time Cap-
sule features on Elmendorf Farm 
and Greentree Stable.

Many people in Lexington know the 
old Maine Chance Farm along New-
town Pike as the former base of 
cosmetics mogul Elizabeth Arden 
Graham, the place where legend 
has it Thoroughbreds were or-
dered dolled up in Arden makeup. 
But Graham was not the first per-
son to raise top racehorses on the soil. 

Before it was called Maine Chance, the property was estab-
lished as McGrathiana Farm in the late 1800s by Hal Price 
McGrath, a native Kentuckian who went west during the 
California Gold Rush. McGrath parlayed his fortune from 
California into a gambling house in New York City, where 
he allegedly took in $105,000 in one night and brought his 
winnings back to Lexington and bought the farm. 

McGrath had developed a reputation by the time he re-
turned to the Bluegrass, according to Peter Chew, author 
of The Kentucky Derby: The First 100 Years. Parties at 
McGrathiana were something like a 19th-century imagin-
ing of The Great Gatsby, with free-flowing bourbon, cold 
drinks, and burgoo. When he’d left Kentucky he was known 
as a gambler quick to swindle whatever he could out of 
other card sharks or dice players. 

As someone used to getting his way, even if it meant ad-
justing the conditions of a game somewhat, it was no sur-
prise McGrath entered two homebreds in the very first 
Kentucky Derby: Aristides and Chesapeake. He instructed 
rider Oliver Lewis to send Aristides to a blistering early 
pace and look for Chesapeake to power up in the final fur-
longs to a win. When the field turned for home, McGrath 
was surprised to see Chesapeake well back and suppos-
edly waved to Lewis from the rail to go on and make a 
bid for the win. McGrath came back two years later with 
homebred Leonard, who finished second behind Baden-
Baden. 

Upon McGrath’s death, the farm changed hands and 
wound up being purchased by Col. Milton Young from New 

York. Young kept the McGrathiana 
name and built the property into a 
top stud with the help of eventual 
Hall of Famer Hanover. Young pur-
chased Hanover at the conclusion 
of a racing career that included a 
Belmont Stakes win for the Dwyer 
Brothers Stable. The son of Hindoo 
went on to become leading sire in 
the United States for four consecu-
tive years. In just a decade at stud 
before a death from septicemea 
in 1899, he sired Hall of Famer 
Hamburg, Halma, Half Time, and 
the dam of eventual Triple Crown 
winner Sir Barton.
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Stallion Spotlight

The trend of Northern Hemisphere 
stallions going to South America and 
finding success of a high order has 
become almost commonplace, with 
such stars as Southern Halo (by Halo) 
and Scat Daddy (Johannesburg), mak-
ing indelible impressions. The reverse 
pattern, however, of South American-
bred or -raced stallions coming north 
to leave a significant mark is much the 
opposite.

Breeders can count on one hand the 
number of South American sires who 
have made a signal contribution to 
our breeding program. Chief among 
these is the mighty Lord At War (Gen-
eral), a leading sire and broodmare sire who appears in that 
role for the top young stallion Pioneerof the Nile.

The star of this set among active sires is the Argentine-bred 
Candy Ride, who was an unbeaten major winner in his home-
land and then retired unbeaten after a brief but highly impres-
sive trio of races in California. The lengthy bay horse went to 
stud at Hill ‘n’ Dale Farm outside Lexington in 2005, and then 
was transferred by the owner to his present location at Lane’s 
End Farm near Versailles, Ky. 

At both locations, the handsome and robustly made Candy Ride 
has been a successful and popular stallion. For the 2015 breed-
ing season that produced the 2016 foals now being offered for 
sale at the 2017 Keeneland September yearling auction, Candy 
Ride covered 154 mares at a $60,000 stud fee, which is ample 
evidence of his popularity with both breeders and buyers.

That popularity continues unabated, especially since the stal-
lion has one of the best racers in the country with multiple 

Grade 1 winner Gun Runner, who 
most recently won the Woodward 
Stakes. Second to champion Arro-
gate in the Dubai World Cup earlier 
in the year, Gun Runner has since 
added G1 victories in the Stephen 
Foster and Whitney to his impressive 
race record.

Among Candy Ride’s other important 
winners this year are G1 Manhattan 
Handicap winner Ascend and 2016 
juvenile G1 winner Mastery, who was 
one of the favorites for the 2017 
classics after winning the G2 San Fe-
lipe, after which he suffered a career-
ending injury.

Although Candy Ride’s champion Shared Belief was a gelding, 
the stallion’s G1-winning son Twirling Candy has become his 
sire’s most effective stallion son to date, standing at Lane’s 
End Farm, which has also recently retired G2 stakes winner 
Unified as an addition to their 2018 stallion roster.

Among the notable mares with Candy Ride yearlings in Septem-
ber is Argentine G1 winner Miss Terrible (Numerous), champion 
2-year-old and 3-year-old filly in her homeland, where she was a 
seven-time G1 winner. Her offspring by Candy Ride, consigned as 
Hip 513 is a bay colt and half-brother to graded stakes-placed 
Genten, who was third in the G2 Daily Hai Nisai Stakes in Japan.

Hip 694 is a bay filly out of G3 winner Ruthenia (Pulpit). This 
Feb. 14 foal is the dam’s second offspring, and Ruthenia is a 
full sister to G1 winner Rutherienne and a half-sister to stakes 
winner Ruthville (Afleet Alex). They are out of the stakes winner 
Ruthian (Rahy), and with the support of mares like this, clearly 
more good performers will be coming from Candy Ride. PRS

Candy Ride

Candy Ride’s Argentinean Connection
By Frank Mitchell
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Bay filly, by Medaglia d’Oro – Weekend Whim, by Dis-
torted Humor. Consigned by Taylor Made Sales Agency 
to 2015 Keeneland September Yearling Sale, purchased 
by Mike Ryan, agent, for $450,000.

Bloodstock agent Mike Ryan met Bob and Cassidy Ed-
wards through a mutual friend at Saratoga in 2015, and 
several months later he was walking the couple through 
their first Thoroughbred purchases at the annual Keenel-
and September yearling sale.

“He’s very passionate about it, both he and his wife,” 
Ryan said. “They love the horses and they understand 
time. At the beginning, I told Bob that this is really a 
5-year process; this doesn’t happen quickly. There’s no 
guarantees in this business, but I was confident that if he 
gave it time we’d be successful.”

As it turns out, it didn’t take the Edwards nearly that long to 
break into the sport’s top echelon. One of Ryan’s selections 
carried the couple to the Breeders’ Cup winner’s circle: 
New Money Honey captured the 2016 Juvenile Fillies Turf.

“She won a very tough edition of the Breeders’ Cup Juve-
nile Fillies Turf, especially with those European fillies like 
Roly Poly,” said Ryan. “I thought that was a spectacular 
performance, because a mile is not her best, it’s really 
probably as short as she wants to go. Really 1 1/8, 1 ¼ 
miles, those are her optimum distances.”

The bay filly by Medaglia d’Oro wasn’t finished. In 2017 
New Money Honey added more graded stakes success, 
including the Grade 1 Belmont Oaks, to her resume. 

As a yearling, she stood out despite a late May 1 foaling 
date. Besides the star-studded catalog page featuring 

PRS

Honor Roll
New Money Honey A Big, Agile May Foal

By Chelsea Hackbarth

New Money Honey

G1 Haskell winner Any Given Saturday, the full brother 
to her dam, New Money Honey had the kind of size that 
attracts a lot of attention.

“She’s a May foal, but a big, imposing filly,” Ryan said. 
“Late foal, but very well grown. Very agile for her size. 
She’s a big filly, she’d be about 16.3 (hands) now, I’d say, 
but she’s very agile and light on her feet, covering a lot of 
ground with very little effort. You know, Medaglia d’Oro is 
such a tremendous sire as well, especially with his fillies. 
Obviously, she really sold herself.”

Entering the ring as Hip 23, the WinStar-bred filly com-
manded a final bid of $450,000.

“It was on the upper end of what I thought she’d bring,” ad-
mitted Ryan, “but as it turned out, she was early in the sale, 
and if she’d have been any later we wouldn’t have gotten 
her for that. There was enough class on the bottom side, 
and Medaglia d’Oro on the top and a good physical.”

Make Plans to Attend
6th Annual

Thoroughbred Sale
October 8, 2017
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www.heritageplace.com

Serving the Equine Industry for 39 Years!
2829 South MacArthur Blvd. • Oklahoma City, OK 73128 

405-682-4551 •heritageplace.com • info@heritageplace.com
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In conjunction with Rood and Riddle 
Equine Hospital, “Ask Your Veterinar-
ian” is a regular feature in the PR Spe-
cial newsletter distributed online and 
at Thoroughbred sales. Veterinarians 
at Rood and Riddle Equine Hospital 
answer your questions about sales 
and healthcare of Thoroughbred auc-
tion yearlings, weanlings, 2-year-olds 
and breeding stock.

Email us at info@paulickreport.com if you have a question for 
a veterinarian? 

QUESTION: If I’m interested in buying a yearling I’m going 
to pinhook, do I need to be more restrictive about what 
types of orthopedic issues I’ll accept in anticipation of 
more critical buyers at a 2-year old-sale?

DR. KATHLEEN PAASCH: A pinhook yearling needs to be 
one that is ready to move relatively quickly to the break-
ing and training stages. Any issues that would cause a 
horse to need more time to mature or be laid up would 
be of concern for pinhooking.

Examples of this include, but are not limited to: inflamma-
tion of the sesamoid bones (sesamoiditis), sclerosis in 
knees or stifles, or inflammation of the growth plates (phy-
sitis). A younger yearling or one who has inflammation in 
any of these areas needs more time to mature and would 
not be the best candidate to go directly to break and train. 

Some lesions like fetlock chips or hock OCDs can be surgi-
cally removed with a favorable prognosis and horses are 
typically back to normal care in 6-8 weeks. This may be an 
acceptable wait for some. For most pinhookers though, the 
ideal candidate is one that needs no extra time or surgery. 

ASK YOUR VETERINARIAN
Problems for Pinhooking
By Dr. Kathleen Paasch, DVM

Dr. Paasch

If you are interested in pinhooking a yearling, make sure 
your veterinarian knows this when reading repository 
films so that they can advise you best.

Dr. Kathleen Paasch is a shareholder in Rood and Riddle 
Equine Hospital. She received her DVM from Washington 
State University and completed Rood and Riddle’s intern-
ship program the following year. Dr. Paasch specializes in 
lameness, diagnostic imaging, and acupuncture.

GALLERY SELECT SHOW

GALLERY
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2:00-10:00PM 

10% of proceeds to benefit the Grayson Jockey Club Research Fund
RSVP is appreciated, contact Michelle Cone at mcone.robertclarkartist@icloud.com 

137 East Main Street, Historic Downtown Georgetown, Kentucky
321.266.1009 ~ Gallery open by appoinment

PRS
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Not long after, New York Gov. Charles Evans Hughes’ 
campaign against gambling began to tighten the screws 
on owners like Young. In 1908, Young sold McGrathiana, 
blaming the Hughes campaign against racing in the state 
(it wasn’t an entirely bad move – in 1910, racing halted in 
the state for two years after a state law prohibited book-
making on racetrack grounds). 

“I think I will just take things easy for a while and see what 
happens to Gov. Hughes of New York, who more than any 
other man in the world, is responsible for the disruption of 
my business and the sale of the place upon which I have 
lived happily with my family for a quarter of a century,” 
Young told the Daily Racing Form. 

For a while, McGrathiana’s 814 acres were owned by a 
pair of cattle farmers, and were then sold to C.B. Shaffer, 
an oil man from Chicago who kept trotters. Shaffer added 
to the property and renamed it Coldstream Stud – a name 
which has remained with part of the plot ever since.

Graham, who purchased her first horse in 1931, ac-
quired 700 acres of the farm not long after and renamed 
it Maine Chance after her successful health and beauty 
spas. Graham was known as one of racing’s “loveable ec-
centrics,” the daughter of a Scottish jockey and trainer 
whose horses were her “darlings” and could not be too 
spoiled. She sent vats of her eight-hour cream to the barns 
and insisted it be put on horses’ legs each night (and yes, 
at least one report indicated grooms re-bottled the stuff 
and resold it for some period of time, apparently without 
ever being caught). She called trainers day and night for 
updates on her horses, especially if she had a dream that 
one of them was in peril. Graham was known to have hired 
and fired some 60 trainers and an untold number of jock-
eys for varying offenses from tobacco chewing to insuf-
ficient riding. 

Despite (or because of?) her eccentricities, Graham built 
a highly successful program. She was leading buyer of 
yearlings in 1943 and 1945 and bred Kentucky Derby 
winner Jet Pilot, Beaugay, Star Pilot and Myrtle Charm, 
among others, also winning the 1945 leading owner title.

After Graham’s death in 1966, Maine Chance was of-
fered for sale. The University of Kentucky owned property 
on either side of it – the old Spindletop and Coldstream 
farms, which were used for research – and jumped at the 
chance to buy. The $2-million acquisition was not an easy 
one, however; horsemen Rex Ellsworth and Dr. Arnold 
Pessin sued, claiming there was a conspiracy between 
the university, Keeneland, and other co-defendants to 
keep them from buying the farm, which they had intend-
ed to use to launch an auction business, training center, 
and jockey school. The anti-trust suit was worth $30 mil-
lion in damages. A lengthy court battle saw a final ruling 
from a federal judge in 1969, allowing the purchase to 
go through. 

Continued from Page 1
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BOOKING NOW!

Call for details and availability.

1 SEAT . $3,890 | 2 SEATS . $7,500
4 SEATS . $14,000 | 12 SEATS (ENTIRE JET) . $38,000

Non-Stop to Lexington

McClellan-Palomar Airport to Lexington Bluegrass Airport

Departs November 4th, at approximately 8:15PM.

FLIGHT DETAILS
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Hip 612 Dark bay colt by Street Sense x Please Sign In, by 
Doc’s Leader: A half-brother to a pair of G1 winners, this colt’s 
siblings include Certify (Elusive Quality), who was highweight 
2-year-old filly in Europe and England and won the Fillies Mile, and 
Cry And Catch Me (Street Cry), winner of the Oak Leaf Stakes. 
This colt’s sire is juvenile champion Street Sense, winner of the 
Breeders’ Cup Juvenile at 2 and the Kentucky Derby at 3.

Hip 709 Chestnut colt by Speightstown x Scarlet Tango, by 
French Deputy: This well-grown May foal is a half-brother to a 
pair of G1 winners – Visionaire (Grand Slam) and Tara’s Tango 
(Unbridled’s Song) – and a third G3 stakes winner, Scarlet 
Strike (Smart Strike), who was second in the G1 Chandelier, 
third in the G1 Hollywood Starlet. This colt is by champion 
sprinter Speightstown (Gone West), has has sired more than 
80 stakes winners, including G1 winners who have succeeded 
at distances from 6 to 10 furlongs.

Hip 790 Bay colt by War Front x Stanwyck, by Empire Maker: 
Out of G3 winner Stanwyck, this colt is the mare’s first foal and is 
by the internationally applauded sire War Front (Danzig). Three PRS

Five to Watch: 
A Look at Some of the Sale’s Top Hips

By Frank Mitchell

times G1-placed, Stanwyck is a half-sister to Kentucky Derby 
winner Giacomo (Holy Bull), also second in the Hollywood Futurity 
and third in the Preakness, and to G1 winner Tiago (Pleasant 
Tap), successful in the Santa Anita Derby and Goodwood, also 
third in the Belmont Stakes and Breeders’ Cup Classic.

Hip 794 Chestnut colt by First Samurai x Steady Course, 
by Old Trieste: Sire First Samurai (Giant’s Causeway) was a 
top-class juvenile, winning the Hopeful and Champagne Stakes. 
This colt is a half-brother to the high-class and unbeaten 
Mastery (Candy Ride), winner of the G1 Los Alamitos Futurity, 
and to listed winner Clear Sailing (Empire Maker). Dam is a 
half-sister to the useful sire Jump Start (A.P. Indy).

Hip 802 Dark bay filly by Tapit x Storm Dixie, by Catienus: 
This filly’s sire is three-time national leading sire Tapit (Pulpit). 
Filly is a half-sister to multiple G1 winner Princess of Sylmar, 
by the A.P. Indy stallion Majestic Warrior. Princess of Sylmar 
counted the Kentucky Oaks and Alabama among her four G1 
victories. She is out of the stakes-placed Storm Dixie, a half-
sister to G3 winner Rhythm Band (Cozzene).


