
Success Beyond Expectations:
Big, Bad Dynaformer
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The Paulick Report concludes our 
“Success Beyond Expectations” 
series, focusing on influential stallions 
whose success at stud far exceeded 
expectations at the end of their 
racing careers. 

When Dynaformer retired to stud at 
Wafare Farm in 1990, expectations 
for him were modest. The D. Wayne 
Lukas trainee was a multiple graded 
stakes winner, having won the Grade 
2 Discovery and G2 Jersey Derby 
in 1988, but he didn’t depart the 
track a star. He finished in the money 
in less than half his 30 starts, and 
always finished well off the board when 
he stepped up to Grade 1 company. On top of that, he wasn’t 
exactly Mr. Charming. 

“Dynaformer is ugly, one of the ugliest horses I ever was 
around. He had a long head out to here and a big belly,” said 
Kiaran McLaughlin in 2006, recalling his dealings with the 
colt during his time as assistant to Lukas. “He was the most 
difficult horse I ever trained. You couldn’t pull him up after a 
workout. He was mean.”

Dynaformer is rumored to have bitten off the finger of one 
groom, and in retirement was famously stalled in his own cor-
ner of the stallion barn, a row of mangled iron bars shielding 
visitors from his flying front hooves. 

“I’ve been around I don’t know how many hundreds of foals. 
Some are born very aggressive and dominant. I’ve never, 
ever known a foal to be born aggressive and violent, which 
this horse clearly was,” said Dan Rosenberg, former general 
manager and president of Three Chimneys Farm. “I’m guess-
ing that this horse was abused. Dynaformer, his whole thing 

in life was, ‘You’re never going to 
hurt me again.’ We were able to get 
along with him really quite well. I give 
(stallion manager) Sandy Hatfield 
huge credit for this; we gave him his 
space.”

It’s unsurprising then, that Dynafor-
mer stood his first season at Wafare 
in 1990 for just $5,000. What was 
surprising was his strike rate. From 
his first crop of 47 foals, five became 
stakes winners, including Blumin 
Affair, who hit the board in both the 
Breeders’ Cup Juvenile in 1993 and 
the following year’s Kentucky Derby. 

ASK RAY
QUESTION:  What’s the best way to become a 
horse owner and avoid losing my shirt?

ANSWER:  Getting involved in a racing partner-
ship, and there are many good ones, is one way to go. You 
share the financial risk with others. If you want to buy year-
lings through a trainer or bloodstock agent, I suggest educat-
ing yourself first at www.salesintegrity.org.
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Stallion Spotlight

The sons of multiple leading nation-
al sire Tapit (by Pulpit) are among 
the most coveted young stallion 
prospects, and Rockridge Farm se-
cured one of the leading sire’s most 
physically attractive sons in Grade 2 
stakes winner Honorable Dillon. 

Regional breeders jumped on the 
“support Dillon” bandwagon to the 
extent that the new sire prospect cov-
ered a record number of 170 mares 
in his first season at stud in New York 
in 2015.

The neatly made gray attracted the 
interest of breeders due to his good 
looks, plus a race record that showed early maturity and 
speed. The horse won his maiden at 2 at Saratoga, then pro-
gressed to win the G2 Hutcheson Stakes at Gulfstream early 
in his 3-year-old season.

In addition to his famous sire, Honorable Dillon has a quality 
pedigree on the bottom side. His dam is the stakes-placed Shy 
Greeting, an Argentine-bred mare with an American pedigree. 
Shy Greeting is by the Blushing Groom stallion Shy Tom out 
of the Groovy mare Greevy. Shy Greeting produced Argentine 
champion 2-year-old filly Forty Greeta (Roar) prior to her im-
portation to the States.

Honorable Dillon showed the fertility and manners to handle a 
large book without trouble, and now the outcome of his stud 
career is in the hands of the racing gods. If these yearlings look 
the part in the eyes of many horsemen and if they progress to 
become quick and successful racers, then Honorable Dillon 
will become a significant player in the overall scene of the New 
York state-bred Thoroughbred program.

The volume of yearlings accepted 
to the preferred sale at Saratoga 
bodes well for the stallion and the 
breeders who believed in him and 
sent good mares to the horse. 

With 10 yearlings consigned to the 
New York preferred sessions of 
Fasig-Tipton’s auction, Honorable 
Dillon is tied with leading sire Freud, 
and they rank second only to Central 
Banker by sire representation at the 
sale this year.

Among the lots by Honorable Dillon 
that appear to be of particular inter-

est, one is Hip 370, a chestnut colt out 
of the Storm Boot mare Nice Boots Baby. This colt is a half-
brother to five winners from the mare’s six foals to race, in-
cluding stakes winner Orinoquia (Whywhywhy), a listed stakes 
winner who ran third in the G1 Princess Rooney. Orinoquia 
and Hip 370 are out of a stakes winner.

Hip 550 is a dark bay filly out of the More Than Ready mare 
Dixietwostepper, who was three times stakes-placed in Cana-
da. This filly is a half-sister to the 2017 graded-placed racer 
Moana (Uncle Mo), who recently ran third in the G2 Mother 
Goose Stakes at Belmont. Dixietwostepper is out of a half-
sister to G1 winner Cotton Blossom (Acorn Stakes) and G3 
winner Vicarage (Perryville Stakes).

Both quantity and quality are important in making a stallion in 
the current breeding environment, and Honorable Dillon ap-
pears to be making a positive impression so far. The in-training 
sales of 2-year-olds next year will offer further insights into his 
prospects, as well as those of his contemporaries among the 
freshmen sires of racehorse in 2018. PRS

Honorable Dillon

An ‘Honorable’ Son of Tapit
By Frank Mitchell

Emilie Taylor 615.429.6195 racing@farmvet.com
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Chestnut colt, by Congrats – Accomplished, by Awesome 
Again. Consigned by St. George Sales, agent, to 2015 
Fasig-Tipton Saratoga NY-Bred Preferred Yearling Sale, 
purchased by Kenneth McPeek, agent, for $70,000.

Three-time stakes winner Pat On the Back has been 
making quite the name for himself in New York, scoring 
at distances from six furlongs to a mile for trainer Kenny 
McPeek to earn over $370,000. With a record of four 
wins, a second and two thirds from 12 starts, the chest-
nut colt has found his stride in his sophomore season.

Purchased at the 2015 Fasig-Tipton Saratoga New 
York-Bred Preferred Yearling Sale for $70,000, the son 
of Kentucky-based WinStar Farm stallion Congrats was 
foaled at breeder Howard Kaskel’s Sugar Maple Farm. 

“They have a beautiful farm in New York,” said consignor 
Archie St. George. “They have nice mares and they breed 
to a lot of nice horses, so that makes our job a lot easier.”

Pat On the Back was picked out at the sale by McPeek.

“Kenny McPeek usually buys a nice horse, he’s a great 
judge,” said St. George. “His track record really speaks 
for itself.”

Sugar Maple’s Dan Haydon bought Accomplished at the 
2004 Keeneland November sale for $40,000 in foal to 
High Yield. The mare is a half-sister to two stakes win-
ners from the line of Grade 1 winner Little Baby Bear, 
and Accomplished’s own dam, I’m in Celebration, pro-
duced 10 winners, including several black-type runners.

Unfortunately, Accomplished, who produced eight 
winners from as many starters, died in the process 
of foaling a Pioneerof the Nile colt. Her filly Sarah Ac-

PRS

Honor Roll
Bombproof’ Pat On the Back Carries on a Legacy

By Chelsea Hackbarth

Pat On the Back
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complished, by Performing Magic, won the 2008 Fifth 
Avenue division of the New York Stallion Stakes series.

“The mare was a nice mare,” St. George said, mourning 
her loss. “Hopefully this colt can carry on her legacy.”

At the sales grounds, St. George recalled Pat On the 
Back earning plenty of attention based on his physical 
appearance.

“He had quite a lot of white to him so he’d catch your eye,” 
he said. “He was a very sensible horse, very straightfor-
ward. He’s probably one of the better Congrats colts I’ve 
had; good hip, correct, just a smart horse.”

St. George, however, recalled the colt standing out for 
another reason.

“He had a great mind on him, he was fairly well bombproof,” 
St. George said, then joked, “maybe that’s why he can run.”
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Veterinarians at Rood and Riddle 
Equine Hospital answer your ques-
tions about sales and healthcare 
of Thoroughbred auction yearlings, 
weanlings, 2-year-olds and breed-
ing stock.

Have a question for a veterinarian? 
Email us at info@paulickreport.com

QUESTION: Do you recommend a 
buyer get his or her own veterinarian to interpret reposi-
tory images?

DR. BART BARBER: I feel very strongly that you should.  
Gaining information from personal interactions and hav-
ing a veterinarian who knows your tolerance level cannot 
be duplicated by reading a radiograph report that was 
written for the seller by their veterinarian.  

I get radiograph reports that have been written by other 
veterinarians put in front of me for my interpretation all 
the time. While these reports may be accurate, it is many 
times impossible to advise based on these reports, as it is 
so difficult to interpret the severity of the lesions without 
actually looking at the radiographs.  There is no way I 
would buy a horse based solely on the seller’s report.  

QUESTION: How important is a sale prospect’s score 
on an endoscopy – is there a major difference in racing 
potential between a Grade 1 and a Grade 2A horse?  

DR. BART BARBER: Endoscopy is a good tool to identify 
several different types of pathology of upper airway of 
young Thoroughbreds and is a valuable part of the exam.  
Grading arytenoid movement is a big part of that exam.  

ASK YOUR VETERINARIAN
Interpreting Images & Endoscopy
By Dr. Scott Pierce, DVM
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Born to Run.
Born to Work.

Dr. Bart Barber

The grades refer specifically to the horses’ ability to 
move their arytenoids out of the airway and the symme-
try with which they do so.  

A Grade 1 airway is one that the arytenoids are pulled 
completely out of the airway and done so with excellent 
symmetry.  A Grade 2A also achieves full abduction with 
ease but with slightly asynchronous movement.   There is 
no difference in how these horses perform on the race-
track.  Likewise, there shouldn’t be any difference in how 
a buyer makes decisions regarding these horses.  

Unfortunately, some buyers have started to discriminate 
against 2A throats and this is a shame because they are 
passing on horses that are perfectly normal.

Dr. Bart Barber, DVM, graduated from Washington State 
University in 1998 and completed his internship at Rood 
and Riddle Equine Hospital. He is a shareholder in Rood and 
Riddle’s veterinary practice and specializes in reproduction, 
primary and preventative ambulatory care, as well as opera-
tions at Rood and Riddle Veterinary Pharmacy. 
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Nathan Fox, owner of Wafare, suggested after five seasons 
that Dynaformer might benefit from a move to Three Chim-
neys, where he started at $15,000—the second lowest price 
on the roster in 1995.

Success for Dynaformer kept on coming. He initially be-
came known as a sire of turf specialists, but as his career 
progressed it became clear the son of Roberto could throw 
success on all surfaces. Though Kentucky Derby winner Bar-
baro was his most famous offspring, Perfect Drift was his top 
earner, raking in more than $4.7 million in dirt-based classic 
races. Dynaformer also sired St. Leger Stakes winner Lucarno, 
five-time Breeders’ Cup Grand National Steeplechase winner 
McDynamo, and 2010 Melbourne Cup winner Americain. 
Other top-level runners include Point of Entry, Film Maker, Ris-
kaverse, Rainbow View, Blue Bunting, Dynever, and Dynaforce. 

Dynaformer’s success in the commercial arena was more 
gradual, Rosenberg says, as a result of his conformation. 

“He wasn’t the best-looking horse in the world, and his year-
lings weren’t the best-looking horses in the world,” Rosenberg 
said. “For a while, no matter how they were doing on the race-
track, they were not selling well because they weren’t pretty 
horses. Over the years, because they were running so well on 
the racetrack, the syndicate owners became more owner/

Continued from Page 1

PRS

breeders who didn’t sell seasons and didn’t sell yearlings, and 
sent him top mares. That’s when he really got good.”

In 2007, Dynaformer’s fee was a well-earned $150,000, 30 
times the fee he started with.

By the time the crotchety stallion was pensioned due to a 
heart condition in 2012, he had sired 129 stakes winners, 
representing 10 percent of his overall progeny. Average 
earnings for Dynaformer sons and daughters were more 
than $106,000 per starter. Besides his versatility, Rosenberg 
thinks Dynaformer’s outcross potential had a lot to do with his 
success.

“It’s of particular interest to me, because if he had retired to stud 
now he wouldn’t have gotten a single mare. That genetic poten-
tial would have been lost forever, and I think you could probably 
say the same thing for Mr. Prospector and Danzig,” Rosenberg 
said. “I think that because of the big book sizes it’s harder and 
harder to really outcross anything. I think it’s going to come back 
to bite everybody. The shuttling is compounding it. It used to be, 
we could go to France and get some new blood, or Australia. 
That’s going to get harder and harder to do.”

Dynaformer died in 2012 of a heart condition, a few months 
after being pensioned. 
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Hip 476 Bay filly by Fed Biz x Tiffany Twisted, by Thunder 
Gulch: Fed Biz is a son of leading international sire Giant’s 
Causeway (Storm Cat) and was a multiple Grade 2 stakes 
winner. This filly is from his first crop of yearlings, and she 
is a half-sister to six winners, including 2017 stakes winner 
Twisted Tom (Creative Cause), who has won the Federico 
Tesio and Private Terms Stakes, plus the New York Derby. 

Hip 479 Dark bay filly by Lemon Drop Kid x Treasure 
Always, by Summer Squall: This filly is by classic winner and 
leading sire Lemon Drop Kid (Kingmambo). His best offspring 
include G1-winning fillies like Somali Lemonade, Citronnade, 
and Lemons Forever. This filly is a half-sister to three stakes 
winners, and they are out of a half-sister to G3 winner Accept-
able (Capote), also second in the G1 Breeders’ Cup Juvenile.

Hip 500 Bay filly by Flashback x Won Perfect Rose, by 
Air Forbes Won: This filly is from the first crop of year-
lings by G2 stakes winner Flashback (Tapit), who also ran 
second in the G1 Santa Anita Derby. This filly is a half-sister 
to eight winners, including stakes winner Gold and Roses PRS

Five to Watch: 
A Look at Some of the Sale’s Top Hips

By Frank Mitchell

(Gold Token), who earned $849,966, and to stakes-placed 
Won Dozen Roses (Signal Tap). They are out of winning Air 
Forbes Won mare Won Perfect Rose.

Hip 504 Bay colt by Scat Daddy x Acey Deucey, by Aba-
ginone: This colt is by the late and much lamented Scat 
Daddy (Johannesburg), whose elite progeny include G1 
winners Lady Aurelia, No Nay Never, and Lady of Shamrock. 
This colt is out of G1 winner Acey Deucey, the best racer 
by the Devil’s Bag horse Abaginone and the dam of stakes 
winner Preachintothedevil (Pulpit).

Hip 538 Dark bay filly by Revolutionary x Cold Awakening, 
by Dehere: From the first crop by Revolutionary, a son of 
champion juvenile War Pass (Cherokee Run). Revolution-
ary showed his best form with victories in the G2 Louisiana 
Derby and G3 Pimlico Special. This colt is a half-brother to 
G2 Illinois Derby winner Recapturetheglory (Cherokee Run); 
so the mating to produce this colt is made on the same 
lines. Their dam, stakes-placed Cold Awakening, is also gran-
dam of Canadian champion Are You Kidding Me.


