
Success Beyond Expectations:
Danzig’s Rapid Rise to the Top

By Natalie Voss
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When racetrack champions retire 
to stud, one of the biggest ques-
tions is whether their progeny will 
display the same type or level of 
talent on the track as their par-
ents. The breeding market is a 
competitive place, particularly for 
stallions, and more names have 
been forgotten than become 
legendary. Graded stakes winners 
and Kentucky Derby winners have 
turned out to be flops, despite high 
expectations.

It’s surprising, then, that a hand-
ful of the most successful studs 
in Thoroughbred history went to the 
breeding shed with relatively little fanfare, carrying arguably 
sparse racing records. In the coming issues of the Paulick 
Report Special, we plan to profile a few of those surprise 
successes. 

One of the best-known is almost certainly Danzig, the 
Pennsylvania-bred son of Northern Dancer who was retired 
from racing after just three starts, winning a maiden and 
two allowance races by a combined 22 lengths.

Woody Stephens, the Hall of Fame trainer who conditioned 
the colt for owner Henryk de Kwiatkowski, was quoted as 
saying Danzig was the most talented horse he ever trained. 

De Kwiatkowski purchased Danzig as a yearling at the 
1978 Fasig-Tipton Saratoga yearling sale for $310,000 on 
what he would later call an “impulse” buy. 

Danzig broke his maiden at 2 in a time close to the track 
record, then was sidelined with a knee chip. He easily won 

two races at 3, though never going 
beyond seven furlongs.

It was a slab fracture in the knee 
that ultimately ended Danzig’s 
career and it reportedly took some 
convincing from Stephens to get 
Claiborne’s Seth Hancock, who al-
ready stood another son of North-
ern Dancer – English Triple Crown 
winner Nijinsky II – to add the colt 
to the farm’s stallion roster. He 
was syndicated in 1980, with 36 
shares going for $80,000 each, 
and stood his initial season with a 
fee of $20,000.

ASK RAY

QUESTION:  Is horse racing on the upswing?

ANSWER:  Based on statistics from Equibase for 
the first six months of 2017, yes. Wagering is up by 1.24 
percent despite there being fewer race days (-1.52 percent) 
and races (-1.21 percent). If field size can be increased (it’s 
down slightly from 7.79 to 7.63), there will be additional 
growth. 
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Stallion Spotlight

One of the joys of each year’s Fasig-Tipton July selected sale is 
seeing the initial offerings by sires with their first-crop of year-
lings. This is akin to opening presents at Christmas because 
there are surprises awaiting us in 
the barns at Fasig-Tipton’s Newtown 
Paddocks. 

Last year, we saw the first yearlings 
by Kentucky Derby winner Orb (by 
Malibu Moon), Grade 1 winner Vio-
lence (Medaglia d’Oro), and champi-
on juvenile Shanghai Bobby (Harlan’s 
Holiday). Those three, among others, 
have gone on to attract a lot of atten-
tion at the subsequent sales of year-
lings and then through this year’s 
series of auctions for 2-year-olds in 
training.

Among the first-crop sires repre-
sented at the Fasig July sale are Cairo 
Prince (Pioneerof the Nile), Flashback (Tapit), and Will Take 
Charge (Unbridled’s Song), as well as Atreides (Medaglia 
d’Oro), Fed Biz (Giant’s Causeway), He’s Had Enough (Tapit), 
Strong Mandate (Tiznow), and Verrazano (Giant’s Causeway).

Cairo Prince first signaled that his sire Pioneerof the Nile 
might be a force in producing quick racers with classic poten-
tial. An excellent yearling and 2-year-old prospect, Cairo Prince 
advanced quickly in the fall of his juvenile season, winning the 
G2 Nashua Stakes and finishing second in the G2 Remsen. He 
showed improvement over the winter, winning the G2 Holy Bull 
Stakes and hinting at classic potential that was fulfilled with his 
sire’s second-crop son American Pharoah.

Cairo Prince stands at Airdrie Stud, which offers a gray colt 
by the stallion as Hip 137. This colt is out of the stakes-placed 

Tesoro de Amor (Medaglia d’Oro), who was placed in the G3 
La Prevoyante Handicap and two other stakes. This is the sec-
ond foal out of the mare.

Flashback won the G2 Robert Lewis 
Stakes and was second in the G1 
Santa Anita Derby. A big, scopy gray, 
Flashback is by leading sire Tapit and 
is a full brother to G1 winner Zazu, 
both out of the exceptional producer 
Rhumb Line (Mr. Greeley). 

Flashback has proven highly popular, 
and Cara Bloodstock offers Hip 36 
at the July sale. This is a chestnut 
colt out of stakes winner Mazucam-
bera (Milwaukee Brew), who has al-
ready produced stakes winner Full 
Salute (Speightstown). This yearling 
is the mare’s fourth foal.

After a pair of gray stallions in Cairo Prince and Flashback, 
our third first-crop yearling sire is a chestnut by a gray: Will 
Take Charge. One of the handsomest sons of his famous sire 
Unbridled’s Song, Will Take Charge sold for $425,000, nearly 
double his sire’s average when he was auctioned as a Septem-
ber yearling in 2011.

Winner of the G1 Travers, the G2 Pennsylvania Derby, second 
in the G1 Breeders’ Cup Classic, then a winner again in the G1 
Clark Handicap, Will Take Charge became the Eclipse champi-
on 3-year-old colt. Among his initial first-crop yearlings offered 
at auction is Hip 196 from Warrendale Sales, agent. This is 
a chestnut colt out of stakes winner Battlefield Angel (Proud 
Citizen), who was also third in the G1 Alcibiades Stakes. The 
dam is a half-sister to 2017 Kentucky Derby second Lookin at 
Lee (Lookin at Lucky), and this is her first foal. PRS

Cairo Prince

Cairo Prince and First-Crop Stallions
By Frank Mitchell
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When Pete Bradley goes looking for a horse to pin-
hook in partnership with Eddie Woods, there is a basic 
picture in his head of what that yearling should look 
like. In 2015 at the Fasig-Tipton Kentucky July Select-
ed Yearling sale, one such example caught his eye.

“He was typical of the kind of horse that Eddie and I try 
to buy for our pinhook ventures, in that he had good 
size and scope and a really athletic frame,” Bradley 
said. “He was a little immature at the time, but kind of 
had all of the attributes we look at in a horse that we 
hope can be a good pinhook, and not just a sprinter 
type.”

The names on the catalog page, of course, have some-
thing to do with a horse’s commercial appeal. The son 
of Quality Road checked those boxes as well, with a tail 
female line tracing back to G1 Breeders’ Cup Classic 
winner Concern, among others.

The colt cost Bradley $140,000, then turned around 
to bring $435,000 from Bob Baffert (on behalf of 
Kaleem Shah) at the OBS March 2-year-olds in training 
sale. Six months later, Klimt came home on top in the 
G1 Del Mar Futurity.

“As a yearling, he was a little backwards, a little gan-
gly,” said Bradley. “He just wasn’t fully developed, look-
ing like a lot of 2-year-old, ready-to-roll types are.”
Over the winter with Woods, Klimt developed quickly 
and handsomely, setting himself apart from the other 
juveniles.

“One of the things that kind of tells us when we have 
a good horse is every time you ask the horse to do 
something, that they move forward to that next level,” 

Bradley explained. “You’re galloping, and then you’re 
galloping in pairs; they tend to be focused when 
they’re doing that instead of ducking in and out and 
trying to mess with the other horse.

“He was a horse that pretty much caught on very 
quickly. Every time you asked for a little bit more, he 
gave you that little bit more instead of backing up or 
starting to flatten out. He was a horse that continually 
progressed, and it’s what you like to see in any kind of 
training of racehorses.”

With a quarter-mile breeze in 20 4/5 seconds, Klimt 
drew his fair share of attention at OBS before he was 
knocked down to Baffert.

“He went fast and he looked pretty,” Bradley laughed.

Klimt moved to Art Sherman earlier this year and is 
being readied for his 2017 debut. PRS

Honor Roll
Klimt Kept Moving Forward for Bradley, Woods 

By Chelsea Hackbarth
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Tell me about Elite Sales.
This is the first consignment 
ever for Bradley Weisbord and 
myself. Luckily we have Conrad 
Bandoroff (Denali Stud) as our 
partner, so his experience has 
been great as far as logistics. 
He’s helping us on a part-time 
basis. We are only a horses 
of racing age and broodmare 
prospect sale consignment 

company. We really believe racehorses and broodmare 
prospects can get lost in a mixed sale atmosphere. We 
thought a consignment focusing only on racehorses would 
be beneficial.

What else are you involved in?
I’m a partner with Brad in BSW Bloodstock. We man-
age racehorses and do a lot of private purchases. I buy 
for people at yearling sales and also manage Ten Strike 
Racing – that’s Clay Sanders and Marshall Gramm  from 
Memphis, Tenn. We have a lot of horses with Brad Cox.

Didn’t you hit a pinhooking home run at the 2-year-old 
sales, too?
We raised $600,000 from 11 investors, and that in-
cluded expenses and purchase price of nine horses.  One 
was bought for $60,000 and sold for $1 million. We had 
another $60,000 to $265,000, and another $60,000 to 
$200,000.  It’s one of the hardest games ever, and I was 
telling investors the other day, trying to get them to re-up, 
not to expect a 102 percent return on investment.

How did you get in the horse business?
I grew up in Washington, D.C., and my parents took me to 
riding lessons when I was 6. My grandparents were from 
Shreveport, La., so they took me to Louisiana Downs. My 

grandfather was a handicapper and fan and taught me to 
handicap. 

My first mentor was Georgeanne Hale (director of racing 
for the Maryland Jockey Club) at Pimlico. I was 17, turning 
18, and going to college and I emailed her to ask her for 
a job. She emailed me back and said absolutely. I give her 
a lot of credit. In this industry you have to turn around and 
help the next generation. She let me experience all of rac-
ing. That was the year of the Curlin-Street Sense Preak-
ness. That experience really hooked me on racing. 

What gives you the most hope about the business?
Once the bug bites you, I’ve never seen people get wrapped 
up in anything as quickly as they do in horse racing. 

What virtue do you appreciate the most in friends?
Honesty and being straightforward. I try to do that in that 
in my business every day.  When a horse is not talented 
it’s best to be very honest with owners about their talent 
level. In this business there is nothing to gain by not being 
honest. I want to be in this for the long term.

Back Ring
Getting to Know Liz Crow of Elite Sales

Liz Crow
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That fee quickly escalated when Danzig’s first runner’s hit the 
track in 1984.

Danzig shattered the freshman sire records of Alydar, set the 
year before. His offspring earned twice what Alydar’s had, and 
Danzig was destined for the top 20 in the general sire list. He 
had an Eclipse champion in his first crop (which totaled just 29 
foals) in Chief’s Crown, four-time Grade 1 winner at two, includ-
ing the inaugural Breeders’ Cup Juvenile at Hollywood Park.

Danzig’s fee skyrocketed to $250,000, and hovered there for 
the remainder of his stud career. A share in the horse sold on 
the 1985 Matchmaker Breeders’ Exchange for $2,565,000. 

He proved to be a sire of top-class runners in Hall of Famers 
Lure and Dance Smartly as well as Grade 1 winners War 
Chant, Danzig Connection, Dayjur, and Pine Bluff, among 
many others. His success as a sire of sires came later and is 
dominated by Danehill and Green Desert, who became top stal-
lions in Europe and Australia, as well as Boundary, Belong To 
Me, and Polish Numbers. Danzig became one of relatively few 
horses to ever lead the American sire list for three consecu-
tive years, 1991-1993. 

What’s most remarkable is Danzig did it all with relatively small 
books, never numbering more than 75 mares per breeding 
season. At the time of his death, Danzig had 18.5 percent 
stakes winners from foals; only one other stallion at the time 
(Nureyev) had achieved better than 15 percent. 

Continued from Page 1
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Bernie Sams, now bloodstock manager at Claiborne, told 
the Daily Racing Form in 2004 he believed Danzig’s timing 
was fortunate – not only did he come along at a time when 
European blood was fashionable in American pedigrees, 
he came along in the era of small books.

“I wonder, in today’s era of books that are 150-odd mares, 
whether people would ever have bred to him?” Sams said. 
“Would he have even had a chance to stand in Kentucky, 
as a horse that never ran in a stakes? With today’s big 
books, a horse like Danzig might have been overlooked. 
But in his time a lot of people who bred to him were breed-
ing to race.”

Danzig was pensioned in 2004 due to old age and lived in 
retirement until early 2006. At the time of his death, he had 
sired 188 stakes winners, 106 group/graded winners and 21 
champions, placing him behind only Sadler’s Wells and Danehill 
in his achievements. He wound up with 198 black-type stakes 
winners in all.

Today, Danzig’s legacy as a sire of sires continues with 
Darley’s Hard Spun and more recently, War Front, who 
stands at Claiborne. Winner of the G2 Alfred G. Vanderbilt, 
War Front entered stud in 2007 for a $12,500 fee and 
now stands for $250,000. He has sired 61 stakes winners, 
11 percent of his foals of racing age, and his yearlings com-
manded an average price of $606,177 in 2016.
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Hip 7 Dark bay filly by Revolutionary x Lady Marian 
Louise, by Congaree: Winner of the G2 Louisiana Derby, 
Revolutionary (by War Pass) was also third in the Kentucky 
Derby and earned $1.3 million. He was one of the two best 
sons by his sire, champion 2-year-old War Pass. This filly is 
the first foal out of her dam, a winner of $72,858, and the 
dam is a half-sister to two stakes winners. 

Hip 20 Gray colt by Cairo Prince x Lovers Spat, by 
Yankee Gentleman: A graded stakes winner at 2 and 3, 
Cairo Prince offers us the first look at sons of Pioneerof 
the Nile as sires. This colt is out of the stakes-placed 
Lovers Spat, who has two foals to race, both multiple 
winners and six-figure earners. The dam is a half-sister to 
multiple G3 sprint stakes winner Mr. Nightlinger (Indian 
Charlie).

Hip 38 Bay filly by Atreides x Melody’s Spirit, by Scat 
Daddy: A horse of blazing speed, stakes winner Atreides 
won four of five starts and is a half-brother to G1 winner 

Dreaming of Julia. This filly is the third foal of her dam 
and a half-sister to multiple G3 stakes winner Whitmore 
(Pleasantly Perfect). The 4-year-old Whitmore is one of 
the leading sprinters of 2017. 

Hip 142 Bay colt by Can the Man x Too Late Now, by 
Raj Waki: Winner of the G3 Affirmed Stakes, Can the 
Man (Into Mischief) is the first indicator of how his sire 
will fare as a sire of stallions. This colt is out of Canadian 
champion Too Late Now, winner of the G1 Selene Stakes. 
The dam has produced stakes winner Sudden Ghost 
(Ghostzapper) and a pair of six-figure earners.

Hip 182 Bay colt by Fed Biz x Andele, by Bernardini: 
Fed Biz is by Giant’s Causeway (Storm Cat) and was a 
multiple G2 stakes winner. This colt is the second foal out 
of Andele, a half-sister to G3 British Columbia Derby win-
ner Northern Causeway (Giant’s Causeway). The second 
dam is a winning half-sister to leading sires Ghostzapper 
(Awesome Again) and City Zip (Carson City). PRS

Five to Watch: 
A Look at Some of the Sale’s Top Hips

By Frank Mitchell


