
From Pimlico to Laurel: A Good Move 
By Ray Paulick

ASK RAY
QUESTION:  Why have so many favorites been win-
ning the Kentucky Derby? I thought the Preakness 
was more of a race for favorites to win.
 
ANSWER:  Maybe the Derby point system has elimi-

nated sprinter-types who can wreak havoc on the race’s 
predictability. Or maybe it’s just random. Let’s not forget we 
went from 1980-1999 without a single favorite winning.

Continued on Page 5
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It’s that time of year again, when Baltimoreans look side-eye at 
anyone who suggests moving the Preakness Stakes from Pimlico 
racecourse to Laurel Park is a good idea.

Well, with apologies to my friends from Baltimore, I think moving 
the Preakness from Pimlico to Laurel is a good idea. 

Unless, of course, state and local governments think it’s worth 
spending between $250 million and $320 million of public money 
to rebuild Pimlico and give the Preakness a “forever” home in the 
northwest Baltimore neighborhood where the Maryland Jockey 
Club began running Thoroughbred races in 1870.

That’s the estimated cost the Maryland Stadium Authority put on 
a redevelopment project at the track known as Old Hilltop in Phase 
One of a detailed study examining this issue. The study was commis-
sioned after Pimlico and Laurel Park’s owner, The Stronach Group, 
suggested it was strongly considering moving the Triple Crown’s 
middle jewel to Laurel because of the dilapidated condition of Pimlico.

The Maryland Stadium Authority was created in the 1980s after 
the National Football League’s Baltimore Colts moved to Indianapo-
lis. Its first project was to finance and build a new baseball stadium, 
Oriole Park at Camden Yards, completed in 1992 at a cost of $225 
million. When the NFL’s Cleveland Browns moved to Baltimore, the 
Authority financed M&T Bank Stadium for the newly minted Ravens 
at a cost of $220 million. That project was completed in 1998.

Don’t look for The Stronach Group to finance the project, not 
when it has been pouring tens of millions of dollars into renova-
tions at Laurel Park.

“It makes no sense to invest in two racetracks,” said Tim Ritvo, the 
company’s chief operating officer. “The Stronach Group is not go-
ing to put up any money. We are investing heavily in Laurel.”

Nevertheless, Ritvo wants the Maryland Stadium Authority to 
execute Phase Two of the study.

“The scope of Phase Two is still being discussed,” said Michael 
Frenz, executive director of the Maryland Stadium Authority. 
“Presumably it would answer questions like, given what Stro-
nach would like to do, would it be better to build a new facility 
rather than renovate the old one?”

Ritvo is pretty clear on that question. “We’re hoping the 
Stadium Authority pushes ahead with the second part of the 
study and are hopeful they will look at it as a complete rebuild, 
because a renovation doesn’t do it the justice we need.”

Phase One of the study detailed why Pimlico needs to be 
renovated or rebuilt (and if you’ve attended the Preakness you 
already know). Aside from fire, safety and comfort levels, the 
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Stallion Spotlight
Emcee in the House

By Frank Mitchell

In looking at the catalog of 2-year-olds in training for the 
Fasig-Tipton Midlantic sale at Timonium fairgrounds in Mary-
land, one striking thing is that this is one of the biggest collec-
tions of New York-bred stock presented at auction.

Although far outnumbered by Kentucky-breds, those juve-
niles bred in New York number 130, mostly sired by well-
known Kentucky-based stallions like Uncle Mo, Pioneerof the 
Nile, Orb, City Zip, Tiznow, Candy 
Ride, Into Mischief, and Shanghai 
Bobby.

Due to the rules of the New York 
breeding program, mares can be 
sent elsewhere for covering so 
long as they spend a designated 
portion of the year in-state. As a 
result, there are quite a number of 
state-breds by commercially recog-
nized and well-regarded stallions.

But not all.

Some of the New York-breds are 
by stalwarts of the New York breeding program like Freud 
(Storm Cat) and Posse (Silver Deputy). Those tend to be a 
little special, as Hip 119 indicates. She is a Posse full sister 
to multiple stakes winner Sheriffa, who earned $469,984 
and is out of a good black-type producing family.

There are also young sires in the New York stallion pro-
gram who have stock in the Fasig-Tipton Midlantic sale. Two 
of those are by Unbridled’s Song. Louisiana Derby winner 
Mission Impazible had his first crop race in 2016, and to 
date, the stallion has winners of nearly $800,000, including 
stakes winner Silver Mission (Tremont). The stock by Mis-

sion Impazible tend to have size and scope, be popular with 
consignors and buyers, and will have a following in this group.

Hip 189 is a Mission Impazible filly who is a half-sister to four 
winners, including a winner of $148,354 by Midas Eyes. The 
stallion also has Hip 399, a filly out of a Storm Cat mare 
from the immediate family of Horse of the Year Tiznow.

The other son of Unbridled’s Song is 
Emcee, whose first foals are 2-year-
olds of 2017. As a racehorse, Emcee 
stood in the limelight after winning the 
G1 Forego Stakes at Saratoga, and the 
bay was also third in the G1 Alfred G. 
Vanderbilt Stakes. A speed horse with 
the typical generous frame of his sire, 
Emcee has been popular with New 
York breeders.

The Ricehorse Stable consignment in-
cludes Hip 486, a dark bay filly out of a 
Tale of the Cat mare who has produced 
a half-dozen winners, including a winner 

of $133,438 by the Unbridled’s Song 
stallion Eurosilver.

Hip 493 is another Emcee filly, this one out of the Gone West 
mare Life’s a Dance. This is a really nice family, with the won-
derful broodmare and dam of champions Classy ‘n Smart 
being the third dam and a full sister to Canadian Horse of 
the Year Dance Smartly (Danzig) being the second dam. The 
second dam produced three stakes winners, including G3 
winner Speightster (Speightstown) and listed stakes winner 
West Coast Swing (Gone West), a full sister to the dam of 
Hip 493. The dam, Life’s a Dance, has produced five win-
ners, all her foals to race, and these include a pair of six-
figure earners. PRS
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‘Well-Balanced’ Malagacy Stood Out From the Start 
Honor Roll

2014 Chestnut Colt, Shackleford—Classiest Gem, by De-
here. Consigned by Stuart Morris to the 2015 OBS August 
Yearling Sale, purchased by DeMeric Stables, agent, for 
$130,000. Consigned by DeMeric Sales to the 2016 Fasig-
Tipton Midlantic 2-Year-Olds In Training Sale, purchased for 
$190,000 by Steve Young, agt.

Oussama Aboughazale’s Rebel Stakes winner Malgacy drew 
the attention of top agent Steve Young at the Fasig-Tipton 
Midlantic 2-Year-Olds In Training Sale with a sharp breeze, but 
the colt from the first crop of Shackleford had been drawing 
attention at auction for quite a while. 

Malagacy’s dam Classiest Gem (Dehere) was unraced, but 
she is a half-sister to Canadian champion Impossible Time. The 
Kentucky-bred’s solid frame caught the eye of Stuart Turling-
ton. On behalf of Stoney Lane Farm, Turlington was the first to 
purchase the colt at auction, paying $45,000 for the weanling 
at the Keeneland November sale.

“He was a very well-balanced, pretty horse,” Turlington recalled, 
but added that Stoney Lane, while regularly involved in buying 
weanlings to re-sell yearlings at the sales, doesn’t normally 
pursue offspring from a sire’s first crop. 

“When I look, I look at the individual horse and then see if I can 
live with the pedigree and the sire,” Turlington explained. “I 
looked at nearly every horse in the sale, and he made the cut.”
In Malagacy’s case, Turlington took the chance on first-year 
Shackleford, and it paid off. At the OBS August yearling sale, 
Malgacy brought $130,000 from Nick de Meric, a well-re-
garded pinhooker and consignor of 2-year-olds.

When Young first saw Malagacy on the track at Timonium the 
next spring, he was intrigued.

“He was a big strong horse,” Young told Bloodhorse.com. “He 
worked in :10 2/5, :22, and galloped out well around the turn 
at Timonium and it was a good breeze at that time. From a qual-
ity and pace standpoint, he was a very good horse.”

Aboughazale, a native of Jerusalem who bases a successful racing 
and breeding operation in Chile, was expanding his interests in Ken-
tucky around the same time. After looking at the colt in the stable, 
Young thought he would be a good match for the fruit export mag-
nate’s Sumaya U.S. stable, and went to $190,000 to procure him.

Malagacy did not race at 2 but won his first start with ease 
in January of his sophomore year. A seven-length allowance 
victory had trainer Todd Pletcher shipping the colt to Arkansas, 
where he remained undefeated by taking the G2 Rebel with 
style. A bit of a rough trip kept him off the board in the Arkansas 
Derby, but he still finished fifth, beaten just 2 ¼ lengths by win-
ner Classic Empire. PRS

            
By Chelsea Hackbarth



How did you get started in 
the horse business? I was 
a horsey girl. I started with 
hunters and jumpers, then 
went on to showing. When I 
told my dad I didn’t want to go 
to college and wanted to work 
with horses, he sat me down 
and said you’ve got to figure 
out a way to make a living. The 
only decent way I knew was the 
racetrack. I started at some 
farms in Virginia, then went 

to Middleburg Training Center. I got my license as a trainer 
around 1978.

If you weren’t in the horse industry what would you be 
doing? I have no idea. I wouldn’t be a brain surgeon or rocket 
scientist, I know that. From the time I was  young, I was just 
focused on doing something with horses. I never had a Plan B. 

What gives you the most hope about the business? Horses 
inspire people. They are so majestic and inspirational. That’s 
what we really have to show the world. How much fun racing 
can be.

What can the game do to attract more owners? Whenever 
there’s a Triple Crown winner, a fun winner of the Derby like 
there was this year, it inspires people to get involved. It comes 
down to the publicity we get from our big races. 

What’s your favorite part of the sale process, from the 
time you start looking at yearlings to pinhook until the ham-
mer falls? Doing the last look at my short list. I’ve taken out 
all the chaff and I’m just looking at horses that caught my at-
tention for one reason or another. I’ll second guess myself; it’s 
that trying to locate the diamond in the rough and then finding 
it. When I find one I really want – a special horse – it gives me 
a feeling like nothing else. 

Do you have a pet peeve at the sales? I would like to tell train-
ers, and I have told them, to walk through your own barn, take 
out your best horses and look at them. Look at how they’re 
built, how they walk. Look at everything you like and don’t like 
about your best horses. When you go to the sale, don’t hold 
those horses above your best horses. They don’t have to be 
perfect. This isn’t a horse show, these are racehorses. It’s 
not a conformation class. Those people with crooked race-
horses in their barn will mark sales horses because they toe 
out a little. Sale horses are sometimes held to impossible 
standards. To get to where they are, these horses answer so 

many questions, as opposed to me buying a horse off the page.

What’s the best advice anyone ever gave you? I was the only 
girl in the family, and from the time I was little my father always 
told me to go on and live your dreams. He said to see how far 
your dreams will take you. He just wanted me to know that 
between men and women the only difference is in your mind. 
You can overcome any problem. He was ahead of his time, 
especially for a military man.

Tell me something people might not know about you. A lot 
of people don’t know that I used to gallop horses. I actually 
used to be pretty good at riding. When I train I use the info I 
learned while riding for Hall of Fame trainers like Mack Miller. 
I’ve learned from everybody I’ve ever worked for. I tell my riders 
what I want, what I expect from them. I used to ride and I loved 
it. It was my life. I hold my riders to higher standards.  But a lot 
of people who have worked for me I feel like I’ve learned from. 
I’m always receptive to learning.

                                                                                                                           Page 4

PRS

PRS

 THE LATEST NEWS

BE SURE TO LOOK FOR OUR PREAKNESS ISSUE

AT YOUR FINGER TIPS

              DISTRIBUTED AT PIMLICO MAY 20

Getting to know consignor
Cary Frommer

Back Ring

EXCELLENCE IN EQUINE NUTRITION

EXCEL EQUINE is one of the few feed manufacturers in the 
United States that serves the equine industry exclusively. 

Premium Feed Blends • Medication Free Facility

165 North Clay Street  |  Louisville, KY 40202  |  502.587.6606
excelequinefeeds.com  |  contact: sales@excelequinefeeds.com



A train station adjacent to the Laurel Park grandstand entrance with 
parking for 1,000 cars is scheduled to break ground this summer. 
That will make Laurel Park easily accessible by public transportation.

Laurel Park represents the future of Maryland racing, unless 
state and city officials put up the money to rebuild Pimlico. For the 
present, Ritvo said, “We will do everything we can to make the 
Preakness a great event.”

grandstand and clubhouse do not fit the model of the modern 
sports facility that offers high-end seating, with commensurate 
food and beverage options. The luxury suites and dining rooms 
added to Churchill Downs in a $127-million capital improve-
ment project in 2002-03 helped boost the company’s bottom 
line significantly. Today, according to the Maryland Stadium 
Authority’s study, Churchill derives nine times the revenue 
from Oaks and Derby weekend as the Maryland Jockey Club 
gets from Black-Eyed Susan and Preakness days.

“We think we can make a lot more from the Preakness,” said Ritvo. 
“Every metric we are about 50 percent of the Kentucky Derby: handle, 
TV ratings, sponsorships. One thing we fall short on is ticket sales, and 
the biggest thing is the lack of high-end, premium-quality seats.”

That’s where much of the money for the Laurel Park renovations 
is being spent, with an eye toward bidding on becoming a host for 
the 2020 or 2021 Breeders’ Cup championships.

“New sky boxes are being drawn up at the press-box level,” said 
Ritvo. “We’re redesigning all the other rooms. We could definitely 
provide about 30,000 really decent seats with a view of the track. 
We think Laurel could hold 60,000 to 70,000 maximum for the 
Breeders’ Cup with $16 million in ticket sales.”
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dam produced G1 winner Weemissfrankie (Sunriver) and is 
a half-sister to stakes winner Program Pick (Peterhof), who 
produced G1 Spinaway winner Stormy Pick (Storm Creek).

Hip 235 Chestnut colt by Speightstown x Air France, by 
French Deputy: Sire Speightstown has 79 stakes winners to 
date, including G1 winners like Tamarkuz (2016 Breeders Cup 
Dirt Mile and $1.8 million in earnings), Golden Ticket (2012 
Travers Stakes, $1.3 million), Haynesfield (2010 Jockey Club 
Gold Cup, $1.3 million), and Force the Pass (2015 Belmont 
Derby, $1.2 million). This colt is out of Air France, who has 
produced a pair of G2 winners: Smooth Air (Smooth Jazz) 
Ohio Derby, Gulfstream Park Handicap; Overdriven (Tale of the 
Cat) Sanford.

Hip 355 Bay colt by Bernardini x Easter Bunnette, by Car-
son City: By a champion racer and high-end sire, this colt is a 
half-brother to Horse of the Year Havre de Grace (Saint Liam), 
winner of G1 Woodward and other important races. Havre 
de Grace won $2.5 million and her dam is out of a sibling to 
champion sprinter Plugged Nickle, G1 winner Christiecat, and 
four other stakes winners.

Five to Watch: 

Hip 54 Bay colt by Bodemeister x Refinement, by Seattle Slew: 
This colt’s sire earned the ultimate update when his first-crop 
son Always Dreaming won the Grade 1 Kentucky Derby, and this 
colt is from Bodemeister’s second crop of foals. The colt is out 
of a daughter of Triple Crown winner Seattle Slew (Bold Reason-
ing), and she has produced G1 winner Lilacs and Lace (Ashland 
Stakes), by Flower Alley. Second dam is top-class performer and 
producer Stella Madrid (Alydar).

Hip 80 Chestnut colt by Concord Point x Sambuca Classica, by 
Cat Thief: This is the year-younger half-brother to last season’s 
champion 2-year-old colt Classic Empire (Pioneerof the Nile), 
winner of the G1 Breeders’ Cup Juvenile last season, the G1 Ar-
kansas Derby this year, and most recently fourth in the Kentucky 
Derby. The dam has produced three stakes winners from four 
foals to race, and this colt is by the Tapit stallion Concord Point.

Hip 136 Bay filly by Medaglia d’Oro x Starinthemeadow, by 
Meadowlake: A daughter of the important stallion Medaglia 
d’Oro, also the sire of Horse of the Year Rachel Alexandra 
(Preakness Stakes, Kentucky Oaks, Woodward) and champion 
Songbird (champion at 2 and 3, winner of 7 G1s to date). The PRS

A look at some of the sale’s top hips 
By Frank Mitchell


