
Back to the ’80s: The Era of Easy Selling
By Natalie Voss

ASK RAY
QUESTION:  What’s the status of Maria Borell’s 
lawsuit against Jim “Mattress Mack” McIngvale for 
alleged breach of contract and defamation?
 

ANSWER: Richard Getty, who filed the lawsuit on Borell’s 
behalf, has quit the case, citing “irreconcilable differences” 
with his former client. She wouldn’t respond to his phone 
calls, emails or letters, causing multiple delays. 

Continued on Page 5

By all accounts, the Thoroughbred bloodstock market in the 
1980s was a world of crazy extravagance and a relatively 
different one than today’s auction environment. In the last 
issue of the Paulick Report Special, we remembered the 
record-setting $13.1 million sale of Seattle Dancer at the 
1985 Keeneland July sale, but the colt’s shocking price tag 
was the end of one era and the start of another. 

The sales market at the July yearling sale had experienced 
incredible growth in the early part of the decade, and 
the 1985 auction was the turning point. Hundreds more 
yearlings were coming to sale around the country than had 
15 years earlier and were commanding more than double 
the average price. For ten consecutive years, average and 
median had increased at the select sessions of the July 
auction, reaching $601,467 and $315,000, respectively, 
in 1984. 

Bill Landes was the right-hand man for Seattle Dancer 
consignor Warner Jones at Hermitage Farm in the 
mid-1980s, and he remembers the July sale taking on 
its own social life. Hermitage was one of several farms 
that hosted parties where potential buyers could rub 
elbows. Consignor Tom Gentry once hosted a sit-down 
dinner for 800 with entertainment from the likes of Ray 
Charles, Bob Hope, and Paul Anka. Guests were offered 
the chance to tour his farm via helicopter or ride on an 
elephant. 

By the time the sales began, there were so many people 
present, many of them dressed to the nines, it was hard to 
move through Keeneland’s sale pavilion. 

By the 1980s, Landes remembered, people had taken note 
of Sangster’s business model of buying expensive horses 
and turning a profit not on the track, but in syndication 
deals. Sangster attracted attention when he purchased The 
Minstrel, a $200,000 yearling who won three major Euro-
pean stakes before being syndicated for $9 million. Sheikh 

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum similarly found success 
with Shareef Dancer, a $3.3 million yearling purchase in 
1981 who sold for $40 million as a stallion prospect two 
years later.

“Those were really heady days, just because of the people 
involved and the amount of money they were willing to 
spend,” said Landes, who remembers the early success of 
Coolmore, led by Sangster. “They had little competition back 
then, so they were able to do it and then take the horses 
back to Ireland and stand them for a lot of money. But you 
know, it’s like everything else—when people find out about it, 
they think they can do it and get involved also.

“It seemed easier in those days [to sell a horse].”

After all, when that model worked, it really worked. In 1982, 
Devil’s Bag was a $325,000 yearling purchase at the July sale 

.COMSPECIALSEPTEMBER 14, 2016



                                                                                                                         Page 2

Stallion Spotlight
Darby Dandies
By Frank Mitchell

Although Frankel has set all Europe alight with the performanc-
es of his first-crop 2-year-olds, there are also some interesting 
freshmen sires here in the States, and two of them are based 
at historic Darby Dan Farm on Frankfort Pike outside Lexington.

Both Preakness Stakes winner Shackleford (Forestry) and 
Grade 1 Florida Derby winner Dialed In (Mineshaft) already have 
sired graded stakes winners, with the latter becoming the first 
member of the current freshman 
contingent to get a graded winner 
when Gunnevera won the Grade 2 
Saratoga Special on opening week at 
the Spa.

From the fourth crop by Horse of the 
Year Mineshaft, Dialed In came to 
form readily at the beginning of his 
3-year-old season, when he won the 
G3 Holy Bull and then the Florida Der-
by at Gulfstream Park. His immediate 
victim in that success was his classic 
competitor and now fellow freshman 
sire Shackleford.

A flashy chestnut with a dynamic personality, Shackleford 
was known for his headstrong front-running tactics, which he 
pursued in the Kentucky Derby, as well, and led until after the 
stretch call, finishing fourth. Two weeks later, Shackleford went 
right back at them and held off Kentucky Derby winner Animal 
Kingdom to win the Preakness.

Among Shackleford’s other noteworthy performances 
were victories in the Metropolitan Handicap and Clark 
Handicap, as well as seconds in the Breeders’ Cup Dirt 
Mile and Haskell, all G1 races. Considering the pace that 
he so liberally displayed in his own racing, it should be no 

surprise that the first-crop performers by Shackleford also 
have speed.

On pedigree, he is from the Storm Cat male line through that 
famed stallion’s son Forestry and is out of a mare by Unbridled, 
winner of the Kentucky Derby and Breeders’ Cup Classic, both 
at 10 furlongs. Built along the lines of the Unbridled line in size 
and scope, Shackleford showed the speed of his male line, along 

with some of the classic excellence of the 
Unbridled clan.

With such a diverse heritage, Shackle-
ford offered breeders a variety of angles 
to pursue in matings for him, and some 
of their attempts began to bear fruit ear-
lier this year, when the first 2-year-olds 
by the sire began to work well for the in-
training sales.

Some good prices followed up the fancy 
times and strong physicals of the better 
juveniles in training, and Shackleford has 
a couple of yearlings in the elite Book 1 

of the September sale, with more to follow 
in Books 2 and 3. For example, Hip 212 is a dark bay colt out 
of an Aldebaran mare who is a full sister to G3 stakes winner 
Taqarub and a half-sister to G3 winner Recepta (Speightstown).

Likewise, Dialed In had some popular yearlings, including a 
colt at the 2016 Saratoga select yearling sale who brought 
$260,000, and his yearlings later in the September sale books 
should bring a sizable multiple on his stud fee.

If the bright beginnings of these two young sires continue up-
ward, their stud fees will rise and more of their yearlings will be 
found in Book 1 very soon. PRS
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Honor Roll
‘Obscure’ Pedigree Leads

2013 Gray or Roan Colt, by Tapit – Morena, by 
Privately Held. Consigned by Gainesway for Mt. 
Brilliant Farm to the 2014 Keeneland September 
Yearling Sale, purchased by Maverick Racing for 
$440,000.

WinStar Farm and Bobby Flay’s Creator possesses a 
well-known top half of his pedigree – he is sired by peren-
nial leading stallion Tapit, after all. But it’s the bottom side 
of the Belmont and Arkansas Derby winner’s pedigree 
that introduces a bit of intrigue.

Creator is out of the Peruvian-bred mare Morena. The 
daughter of stakes-placed Privately Held (Private Ac-
count), Morena was the champion 2- and 3-year-old filly 
in Peru. Out of the two-time Peruvian broodmare of the 
year Charytin, for whom full race records are not avail-
able, Morena is one of the mare’s eight known foals. Six of 
those raced, and all were winners, including group winner 
La Querella, a filly by Apprentice.

Morena was purchased by Claudio Pizarro and trans-
ferred to the United States near the beginning of her 
4-year-old season.

Placed in training with Michael Matz, the big-boned mare 
earned a trio of graded stakes placings before Pizarro, 
not active in the breeding industry, made the decision to 
sell. Matz, friends with breeder Mt. Brilliant’s Greg Good-
man, approached him about purchasing the mare.

Goodman and his partner Warren Ingram successfully 
purchased Morena privately, then raced her three more 
times, culminating with two more graded stakes placings 
in 2010. Retired shortly thereafter, she became a brood-
mare for Mt. Brilliant; Creator was her second foal.

“Her pedigree is kind of obscure,” said Mt. Brilliant’s 
chief operating officer Gay Bredin. “It seemed like 

everything was working with Tapit and he was getting 
runners, so that’s what we needed to do.”

Well-known for his pre-race antics in the paddock, Cre-
ator wasn’t as much of a standout as a yearling.

“He was always pretty even-keel and always seemed 
to be a nice individual,” Bredin said. “He was always 
athletic-looking, had a really nice walk, and was just a 
nice individual as a yearling.”

Bredin couldn’t say enough about the mare’s size, near-
ly 16.3 hands and well-balanced, solid bone structure.
“She really throws herself into her foals,” she said.
This year, Mt. Brilliant has consigned a half-brother to 
the classic winner from the last crop of Street Cry (Hip 
514, with Gainesway).

“He’s a really nice, balanced, well-behaved individual,” 
Bredin said. “It’s really kind of exciting.” PRS

To Classic Win For Creator
By Chelsea Hackbarth
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If you’re hanging around by Barn 
20 during the sale’s first week, 
there’s a chance you’ll catch a 
glimpse of Summerfield Sales 
Agency’s very popular team 
member, Pierre the pig. The Pau-
lick Report caught up with Pierre, 
who belongs to Summerfield 
employee Jennifer Given, for a 
recent story in our weekly Barn 
Buddies series.

Pierre travels from Summerfield’s Florida base with Given to attend 
sales in Kentucky and New York, and can often be found hiding out 
under a table or munching on grapes or carrots. At approximately 
ten months of age, Pierre is leash-trained and house-broken, and 
despite his diminutive size, enjoys playing with large dogs whenever 
possible. 

Barn Buddies profiles companion animals of all sizes and species 
in racing barns, on breeding farms, and even at retirement orga-
nizations across the country. Although the traditional barn cat is 
a perennial favorite, we’ve brought readers stories about pigs, 
goats, birds, and miniature horses this summer. Some barn crea-
tures have specific duties as pest controllers or companions to 
Thoroughbreds, while others are mostly ornamental. 

Woodbine’s favorite barn cat, Gator, was also a hit with readers. 
Gator, who was named for his distinct, half-closed, gator-shaped 
eyes, was a rescue from the Calder backstretch, where he was 
found wandering alone as a kitten. The sassy 2-year-old brown 
tabby now has his own social media presence (@GatorKitten on 
Twitter), where he takes followers on a cat’s-eye view of life in train-
er Mark Frostad’s barn. Gator’s owner, Frostad assistant Sarah 
Ritchie, started tweeting for the cat as a fun diversion and has 
developed a distinct ‘voice’ for him that sounds like something be-
tween a preschooler and a barn foreman. 

“When you meet Gator, you can’t imagine him talking any other 
way,” Ritchie told us. “He has such a vibrant personality and is so 
full of sass, love, and a little stink eye.”

Gator is often pictured trapping or stalking all manner of birds, 
snakes, and mice, in between giving riding instructions to jockeys 
Emma-Jayne Wilson and Alan Garcia and trying to climb into 
visitors’ sports cars.

In another issue of Barn Buddies, Old Friends farm manager re-
vealed that the key to happiness for Breeders’ Cup Marathon 
winner Eldaafer is his goats, Yahoo and Google. The pair traveled 
with the graded stakes winner during his life on the track, where 
legend has it Google was once flown on a plane to comfort a dis-
tressed Eldaafer when the gelding shipped out of his Florida base 
for a race at Turfway Park. The trio now live happily together in a 
field near Georgetown, Ky., where they greet visitors and share a 
customized run-in shed.

If you’d like to read more from our Barn Buddies se-
ries, scan the QR code on the right or visit http://
bit.ly/2chAh0B. Do you know a companion animal 
we should profile for our next edition? Email 
natalie@paulickreport.com.
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by Hickory Tree Stables and was syndicated the next year (while 
still running) for $36 million by a group led by Claiborne Farm. 
Conquistador Cielo was a $36.4 million syndication deal, 
and Halo was also $36 million. Whether any of the trio 
(except maybe Halo) justified their expense in the breed-
ing shed remains up for debate.

There also may have been fewer analytics fueling the 
bloodstock world in the 1980s. Those were the days before 
the repository, Landes pointed out, and it was rare for a po-
tential buyer to send a veterinarian to shoot x-rays before 
the sale. In fact, he doesn’t remember a vet taking a look at 
Seattle Dancer before his record-setting sale.

“Most of the X-raying and scoping was done after the ham-
mer fell, and that was always my complaint with the market 
in those days—at what juncture did the buyer own the 
horse and the seller could spend the money?” said Landes. 
“Now, that said, the repository has now taken a life of its 
own.”

Although he remembers it being rare that horses were 
actually turned back to sellers because of X-ray or scope 
results, it only took a couple of cases to set sellers some-
what on edge.

In the background of Seattle Dancer’s high-profile sale 
in 1985, there were signs that things were beginning to 
take a turn. Just minutes after he went through the ring 
for a record $13.1 million, a Northern Dancer colt out of 
Native Partner failed to attain his reserve at $7.4 million. 
Numbers for the select portion of the 1985 July auction 
were down (though overall numbers were up). By 1990, 
indicators had fallen significantly. The highest price at the 
July sale that year was $2.9 million with just 11 horses 
selling at seven figures (the number in 1984 was 33 or 12 
percent of those sold in the select sessions). 

By 2003, the declining foal crop and economic downturn 
forced Keeneland to put the July sale on hiatus. Modern 
spending is characterized as more sensible than it was 
in the crazy 1980s. For most buyers, there seems to be 
a greater interest in getting good deals than making big 
headlines.

“I think the idea that at an auction there are eight or ten 
‘good’ horses is ridiculous,” said Cot Campbell, president 
and founder of Dogwood Stables. “It’s a hell of a good time 
to buy underneath that. I’ve always been fond of saying 
that if you go in the paddock of a stakes race, they’re not 
all million-dollar horses. I believe there’s a lot of value to be 
found beneath those gaudy figures.” 

Throughout the Keeneland September Yearling Sale, Paulick 
Report features editor Natalie Voss will be going “Back to the 
‘80s” with a special series looking at this roller-coaster decade 
for the Thoroughbred industry.
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racer with serious production credits already and is by the 
important broodmare sire Arch, sire of champion Blame.

Hip 565 Chestnut colt by Tapit x Pretty City, by Carson 
City: A half-brother to a G1 winner and full brother to anoth-
er, this colt is also one of the most handsome in the sale. 
Tapit is leading American sires yet again, in part that is 
because he gets such versatile performers, including ones 
like this colt’s full sister Pretty City Dancer, who dead-heat-
ed for victory in the G1 Spinaway at Saratoga last month. 
Pretty City also produced Lear’s Princess, who won the G1 
Gazelle, was second in the G1 Alabama and CCA Oaks.

Hip 602 Gray filly by Frankel x Rose of Summer, by El 
Prado: Filly is from the second crop by European champion 
Frankel, who has made racing fans, as well as seasoned 
breeders, giddy with the successes of his first-crop racers. 
This filly is a half-sister to G1 winner Laragh (Tapit), winner 
of the Hollywood Starlet, and to G2 winner Summer Front 
(War Front), three times second in G1s. Their dam is a half-
sister to G1 Hollywood Futurity winner Siphonic (Siphon).

Five to Watch: 
A look at some of the sale’s top hips

By Frank Mitchell
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Hip 454 Dark bay colt by Scat Daddy x Leslie’s Lady, by 
Tricky Creek: Half-brother to champion Beholder (by Henny 
Hughes) and to the important young sire Into Mischief (Har-
lan’s Holiday), this colt comes from the Storm Cat male line like 
Into Mischief. From one of the last crops by the lamented Scat 
Daddy, this mid-May foal does not lack for size or scope. A colt 
with a lot of upside, he will be popular with buyers in the States 
and abroad.

Hip 555 Bay colt by Ghostzapper x Pension, by Seeking the 
Gold: This colt is a half-brother to G2 Futurity Stakes win-
ner Annual Report (Harlan’s Holiday) and is by Horse of the 
Year Ghostzapper, whose 2016 runners include G1 Whitney 
Stakes winner Shaman Ghost. Pension is out of G1 winner Fur-
lough (Easy Goer), one of three G1 winners produced by major 
performer Blitey (Riva Ridge), from a wonderful Phipps family.

Hip 560 Bay filly by War Front x Playa Maya, by Arch: Half-
sister to leading sire and champion 2-year-old Uncle Mo (Indian 
Charlie), this filly is by the internationally popular sire War 
Front (Danzig), whose progeny show speed and early maturity 
in this country and overseas. Playa Maya is a stakes-placed 
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