
Back to the ’80s: The $13.1-Million Yearling
By Natalie Voss

ASK RAY
QUESTION:  Has there ever been a worse ride 
than Joel Rosario gave Frosted in the Woodward?
 
ANSWER:  I’m sure there has been, but none comes 

to mind. He looked like a 16-year-old taking out a Ferrari for 
a test drive. He went so wide into the stretch he was nearly 
off the screen on the head-on replay.

Continued on Page 5

Although attendees likely didn’t know it at the time, the 1985 
Keeneland July Sale was the beginning of one era and the end 
of another. The bullish numbers sellers enjoyed in the early part 
of the 1980s were over, but they went out with a bang as a bid-
ding war resulted in a record sale price.

Robert Sangster paid an all-time high $13.1 million for a yearling 
colt by Nijinsky out of My Charmer, purchasing the half-brother 
to Seattle Slew and Lomond for a partnership that included 
Coolmore, Stavros Niarchos, and Daniel Schwartz. Consignor 
Warner Jones had brought the horse to sale along with breed-
ers Will Farish and W.S. Kilroy. Seven-figure horses were com-
mon that year (24 horses sold for $1 million or higher, and 33 
horses had passed the same mark in 1984), but this one was a 
world record that still stands for yearlings today. 

Sangster, notoriously media-shy, was a cool customer after sign-
ing the tremendous sale ticket, claiming his budget for the colt 
had been as high as $15 million. One outlet quoted Sangster as 
saying that with the colt’s conformation and pedigree, the price 
wasn’t a gamble (although another reported Sangster said it 
was a gamble). 

Either way, it was a giant sum of money. The Blood-Horse’s Kent 
Hollingsworth noted the $13.1 million figure was more than all 
2,244 yearlings sold in North America in all of 1962, more than 
twice John Henry’s earnings, and more than three times all the 
purse money in Ireland. 

“I thought anything like that [price] was crazy,” said Cot Campbell, 
president of Dogwood Stables. “You can’t even come close to 
justifying it, and there’s no way you can explain it.” 

Campbell remembers being asked by Warner Jones to bid up to 
$9 million or $10 million to coax along the colt’s price, but early 
bidding on the horse escalated so fast, it didn’t need his help. 

“In those days, sellers were asked to manufacture their own 
reserves,” said Campbell. “Warner Jones asked me to go to 

$10 million. I said, ‘Warner, suppose I get him.’ And he said, ‘You 
won’t.’”

If anything about the sale gave Sangster pause, it was his opposi-
tion in the pavilion. Sangster and his crew bid from the back ring. 
While the opposing bids after the $10.1 million mark came from 
the main pavilion, they were not, as he assumed, from represen-
tatives of Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid al Maktoum. 

The rivalry between the Sheikh and Coolmore had risen to a boil 
at recent sales, with competition between the two most notably 
costing the Sheikh $10.2 million for the Northern Dancer colt 
Snaafi Dancer in 1983. (Snaafi Dancer not only failed to make it 
to the track, he had fertility problems that all but prevented him 
from having a stud career.) Reports circulated in 1985 that the 
two entities had reached a truce, and representatives of each 
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Stallion Spotlight
War Front’s Top-Class September Yearlings

By Frank Mitchell

Head down and hooves flying, War Front was a game race-
horse. War Front became a stakes winner at 3, but for an 
attractive young horse that was the spitting image of his fa-
mous sire Danzig, War Front was having trouble showing 
how good he promised to be.

Then, as a 4-year-old, War Front won the G2 Alfred G. 
Vanderbilt Breeders’ Cup Handicap at Saratoga, finished 
second in the G1 Forego and the 
G1 Vosburgh. Those efforts were 
impressive enough to make owner-
breeder Joseph Allen get together 
with Seth Hancock to form a syn-
dicate to stand the horse at Clai-
borne Farm.

Starting with a reasonable stud fee, 
War Front made money for breed-
ers with good-looking foals, and he 
made money and glory for owners 
when those runners started win-
ning important races around the 
world.

Today, the closely held shares and seasons in War Front 
make him one of the most difficult stallions to access, but 
also one of the most desirable. And with good reason. The 
stallion has a strike at the top level that is excellent, with a 
dozen G1 winners, and all the active stallions in the world 
that have sired that many winners at the top level can be 
counted in quick time.

One of the reasons for the success achieved by the War Front 
stock, according to trainers who’ve developed them, is that the 
War Fronts tend to be sound and naturally speedy horses who 
enjoy their racing. They come to hand early and mature well.

As a result of his success, War Front now gets one of 
the best books of mares in the world. That is evident in 
the Book 1 offerings at the Keeneland September sale.

War Front attracts top-class young mares like Horse of 
the Year Havre de Grace (by Saint Liam), whose second 
foal is Hip 383, and G1 winner Sweet Lulu (Mr. Gree-
ley), whose first foal is Hip 78 at Keeneland September. 

Havre de Grace won 9 races, 3 G1s, 
earned $2.5 million; Sweet Lulu won 
the G1 Test, placed in two more G1s, 
and earned $693,600.

War Front also attracts elite mares 
with a proven record of excellence 
as producers. Hip 305, for instance, 
is out of the Mazel Trick mare Don’t 
Trick Her, who is the dam of three 
stakes winners, including two G1 
winners. The best of those is Include 
Me Out (Include), who won the G1 
Clement Hirsch and Santa Margar-
ita Invitational, was second in the G1 

Vanity, and ran third in the G1 Breed-
ers’ Cup Ladies’ Classic. Hip 563 is a bay colt out of 
the Mr. Prospector mare Praise. She is also the dam of 
leading sire Congrats (A.P. Indy) and his full brother Flat-
ter, who is an important sire at Claiborne known for the 
speed and precocity of his offspring.

Speed and early maturity are two of the traits associ-
ated with War Front, as well as his sire Danzig, although 
neither much of that in their own racing careers. The 
proof, instead, came from the racing aptitude of their 
own high-class offspring. PRS
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Honor Roll
‘Big, Gangly’ Arrogate  Matures

2013 GR/RO Colt, Unbridled’s Song – Bubbler, by 
Distorted Humor. Consigned by Clearsky Farm to 
2014 KEE Sept., purchased by Juddmonte Farms 
for $560,000.

Arrogate’s record-setting victory in the Travers was a 
culmination of Juddmonte Farm’s efforts to build a new 
relationship with Bob Baffert on the West Coast, fol-
lowing the death of the stable’s long-time trainer Bobby 
Frankel in 2009.

“After Bobby (Frankel) died, we didn’t have any horses 
in California,” said Juddmonte USA President Dr. John 
Chandler. “(Prince Khalid Abdullah) said he’d like to have 
some horses in California. Obviously, he chose Bob. Our 
breeding program wasn’t quite – didn’t quite produce 
the sort of horses that Bob trained, and (the Prince) 
said, well, buy some horses then.”

At the sales, said Baffert, Prince Khalid Abdullah “not 
only wants to try to get a good horse, but a good stallion 
with a good pedigree.” Arrogate fit both profiles.

“He was always kind of a big, gangly horse,” remem-
bered Clearsky Farm manager Barry Robinette. “He 
didn’t really do anything fantastic other than he was 
always a nice horse to be around. He really didn’t come 
around until close to the September sale, really started 
filling out and turning into a really nice yearling.”

“That’s one thing about the organization, which is take 
your time,” Baffert said. “Just let him develop on his own. 
He’s big. As you see, he’s a big lanky horse. He might 
have had maybe like some baby issues, shin, nothing re-
ally serious. So we just let him come on his own.”

Arrogate broke his maiden in his second start, then put 
together back-to-back allowance wins. Baffert consid-
ered running him in the Pacific Classic against California 

Chrome and Beholder, but the colt wound up missing 
that race with a fever. Electing to ship and run in the 
Travers instead, Arrogate broke a 37-year-old track 
record to win by 13 ½ lengths.

“What he did today is pretty incredible,” said Baffert. 
“He looks like a superstar in the making.”

Set for a shot at the Breeders’ Cup Classic, Baffert an-
nounced that Arrogate would likely train up to the race.

“You’re always hoping that they’re that good,” the 
trainer said. “I knew he was good, but I didn’t know he 
was really, really that kind of good.”

Consignor/breeder Clearsky has a half-sister to Ar-
rogate set for the second session of the Keeneland 
September yearling sale (Hip 226). The yearling filly is 
a daughter of Medaglia d’Oro out of Arrogate’s dam 
Bubbler. PRS

 Into Record-Setting Performer
     By Chelsea Hackbarth
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PRS

How did you get in the business?
I was forced into a summer job after my sophomore year in college 
on a small training farm outside of Louisville. I thought I was going 
to play soccer that summer and hone my game to become the 
professional soccer player I thought I’d be. My father had other 
ideas, and he found me a job with a trainer R.J. “Boston Bob” Pin-
cins at Roundhouse Farm in Pewee Valley, Ky.

If not the horse industry what would you be doing?
I was chasing a finance degree in college when I quit school to go to 
work on Mike Rutherford’s farm. So I probably would have followed 
in the footsteps of my father, who’s an accountant.

What’s your favorite part of this game?
Definitely the racetrack. The regularity of what happens every day, 
culminating with the excitement of the races. I love the early morn-
ings and the excitement of the afternoons.

Is there a piece of advice someone gave that has stayed with 
you?
I can give you a quote from Maurice W. Miller III. “No matter what, 
you’ve got to do what you say you’re gonna do.”

Who’s the greatest horse you ever saw?
Frankel. I saw him run in Ascot in October of the Champions meet 
(in the Group 1 Queen Elizabeth II Stakes) and at Royal Ascot the 
following year (Group I Queen Anne Stakes).

How about the best jockey?
I’d say Mike Smith. He was great in the 1980s when I saw him a 
lot, and then the ‘90s and he’s still great today.

Do you have a favorite racetrack?
Saratoga

Best racetrack meal?
The Shake Shack at Saratoga.

Favorite racing movie?
“The Longshot,” with Tim Conway. It’s hilarious.

What gives you the most hope 
about racing?
The big events like the Kentucky 
Derby and Breeders’ Cup and 
Travers Day. A place like Sarato-
ga on a big day makes me think 
there’s nothing better than this, 
that it’s the greatest sport in the 
world.

Who’d you see in your last concert?
I took my 11-year-old son to see James Taylor. 

How would you define perfection?
Zenyatta, minus the Classic? Personal Ensign. Now that’s perfection.

Where do you see the industry in the next 3-5 years?
I hope I see it with me doing a hell of a lot of business, with a couple 
of big, new clients.
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excelequinefeeds.com  |  contact: sales@excelequinefeeds.com
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could be observed consulting with each other at various points 
during the July sale, allegedly to divide up their short lists and 
avoid bidding on the same horses. 

Rather, it was trainer D. Wayne Lukas who kept raising Sang-
ster from his seat beside Mel Hatley, Bob French, and Gene 
Klein. Lukas later said French wanted to keep bidding but Lukas 
advised against it.

“It’s always more difficult when you’ve gone that far, but you 
make a judgment call and live with it. But after the hammer 
falls, there’s a little remorse,” Lukas told the Louisville Courier-
Journal. “I think if they opened the bidding back up, we’d be right 
back in in it.

“He has a residual backup of about $10 million, if he went to 
hell in a handbasket (never runs a race),” Lukas added. “When 
you spend that much for a horse, after his race career you 
have to be able to pick up the phone and say this horse goes for 
$600,000, $700,000 a share and have takers. You’ve got to 
have that backup.” 

It’s hard to say whether Seattle Dancer held up to that stan-
dard. He was exported to Ireland, where he joined the barn of 
trainer Vincent O’Brien. A virus swept through the yard in his 
2-year-old season, delaying his arrival at the races. Once he 
got going, however, he won the Group 3 Gallinule Stakes, the 
G2 Derby Trial at Leopardstown and finished second in the G1 
Grand Prix de Paris. 

As a stallion, Seattle Dancer became a world traveler, stand-
ing at various times at Ashford Stud in Kentucky, Japan, and 
Germany. By the time of his death in 2007, Seattle Dancer had 
sired 37 stakes winners, including G1 Kentucky Oaks winner 
Pike Place Dancer, dual classic winner Que Belle, and G1 win-
ners Seattle Rhyme and Caffe Latte. 

A feature published by the Racing Post in 2005 looked back on 
Seattle Dancer’s career and revisited Sangster’s feelings about 
the price he paid. 

“I suppose, looking back on it now, it might appear crazy to have 
paid that much money for a yearling when you had no certainty 
how it would turn out,” Sangster said. “We will probably never 
see that figure reached again in our lifetimes.”

Sangster was wrong, of course. The very next year, in 2006, a 
bidding war between Irish agent Demi O’Byrne and Sheikh Mo-
hammed resulted in a $16 million bid for a 2-year-old Forestry 
colt at the Fasig-Tipton select sale—a new world record. 

He was named The Green Monkey, and despite his auction price, 
he never won a race in three starts, earning $10,440.

Throughout the Keeneland September Yearling Sale, Paulick 
Report features editor Natalie Voss will be going “Back to the 
‘80s” with a special series looking at this roller-coaster decade 
for the Thoroughbred industry.

PRS
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About 15-20 years ago, I
liquidated almost everything,”
he explained. “And one of the
ways that I got back into racing
was basically buying
European horses who were
good over there on the grass
and I brought them here. 

“ “
Leading owner/breeder
Joe Allen, TDN, 
8th Sept. 2016 

Thoroughbred Racing Commentary
on the success of leading owner
Martin Schwartz, 
10th Aug 2016
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Travers. This filly is by leading sire Medaglia d’Oro, whose 
daughters Rachel Alexandra and Songbird have earned 
Eclipse Awards as national champions. Dam is out of 
stakes-placed Grechelle (Deputy Minister), the best daugh-
ter of champion 2-year-old Meadow Star (Meadowlake).

Hip 289 Bay colt by Frankel x Debonnaire, by Anabaa: 
English-bred colt is by the hottest young sire in the world. 
Colt is a half-brother to a pair of stakes winners: Hartnell 
(Authorized), G1 winner in Australia and G1-placed there 
and in France, and Roz (Teofilo), listed stakes winner and 
G1-placed. The latter is especially interesting because 
Teofilo is a son of Galileo who was a top-tier 2-year-old like 
Frankel.

Hip 295 Chestnut filly by Galileo x Dietrich, by Storm Cat: Filly 
is a stunner. By top European sire Galileo (Sadler’s Wells), filly 
combines quality and scope with strength. Galileo has sired more 
than 200 stakes winners, including a full brother to this filly, Aloft, 
whose best effort was probably a second in the G1 Racing Post 
Trophy at 2. Dam is a multiple G3 winner by Storm Cat and dam 
of Beauty Bright (Danehill), highweight sprinter in Ireland.

Five to Watch: 
A look at some of the sale’s top hips

By Frank Mitchell
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Hip 22 Bay filly by Tapit x Shop Again, by Wild Again: Tapit 
is leading sire again. Sire of classic winners, champions, top 
horses at every age. Tapit is the best son of Pulpit (by A.P. 
Indy), who is the sire of the best runner out of the dam, Shop 
Again. That is Grade 1 winner Power Broker, who has first-
crop yearlings this year. Dam has produced three stakes 
horses from five foals to race, all winners. Shop Again is one 
of four stakes winners out of Shopping, including half-brother 
Trappe Shot (Tapit).

Hip 31 Dark bay colt by Bernardini x Sleepytime, by Royal 
Academy: Son of royalty: both parents were champion race-
horses. Both are also top breeding stock, with Bernardini hav-
ing more than three dozen stakes winners, including multiple 
G1 winner Cavorting, who recently won the Personal Ensign at 
Saratoga. Sleepytime has produced three stakes winners, two 
stakes-placed, and two stakes producers and is one of three 
G1 winners out of the second dam.

Hip 226 Dark bay filly by Medaglia d’Oro x Bubbler, by 
Distorted Humor: Filly has one of the biggest updates in the 
catalog because her half-brother Arrogate just won the G1 PRS


