
Saratoga Institute: How Do You 
Protect Horses After You Sell Them? 

By Natalie Voss

ASK RAY
QUESTION:  Can anything be done about the incon-
sistency of stewards from day to day and track to 
track?
 
ANSWER:  Yes. Set up a central office, hire some 

retired Hall of Fame jockeys, bring in all the track feeds 
and let them review inquiries and objections of races from 
around the country. Spoiler alert: it will never happen.

Continued on Page 7

As grooms put the finishing touches on New York-bred yearlings 
at this week’s Fasig-Tipton auction, the horses’ owners and han-
dlers will have a lot on their minds—sales prices, profit margins, 
vet reports. Some of them also may take a look at the young 
horses they’ve helped raise and wondered what their future 
holds beyond the racetrack. 

At this year’s edition of the Albany Law School’s Saratoga 
Institute on Equine Racing and Gaming Law, a panel of attorneys 
gathered to discuss just such a topic. Owner/breeder Maggi 
Moss joined Kathleen Reagan and Peter Sacopulos to discuss 
legal avenues owners can take to improve their horses’ lives 
after they leave the racetrack. 

Reagan began by outlining what can and can’t be done as far 
as legal restrictions on controlling a horse after it has left an 
owner’s care.

“You can’t adopt a horse,” said Reagan. “Adoption law is predi-
cated on the fact that children have parents, and those that 
adopt children stand in the shoes of parents. You cannot adopt 
a horse. What people do is, they use the word ‘adoption’ to 
mean something else under the law.”

Instead, Reagan said, there are sales in which the horse and all 
rights surrounding it are transferred as property, and there are 
leases, which are what “adoption contracts” are attempting to 
enforce. In these situations, the horse is physically transferred to 
a new person, but only for a specific term. That new person may 
use the horse but not own it outright, and may have limitations 
on their custody of the horse. Private owners are best to deal 
in sales, while rescue organizations are best equipped to deal in 
leases as long as they enforce them, according to Reagan.

“Those that are engaged in the post-racing care of horses need 

to fundamentally come to grips with that dichotomy in terms of, 
‘What are their intentions with regards to the animal?’” she said. 

The best thing owners can do if they want to sell a horse but 
reduce its chance of ending up in a kill pen is to add a “right of 
first refusal clause” to the sale contract (and, Reagan reminded 
the audience, there should always be a sales contract). The right 
of refusal clause should require the buyer to notify the seller and 
give the seller the chance to purchase the horse before it can be 
sold to anyone else. Generally, Reagan said, these clauses don’t 
result in an owner actually reclaiming a horse, but if the owner is 
willing to take violators of the clause to court, they can develop a 
reputation as a tough owner. 

Peter Sacopulos said “house rules” in place at many tracks 
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Stallion Spotlight
Mission Impazible’s Promising NY-Bred Offspring

By Frank Mitchell

Among the sires of select New York-bred yearlings offered at 
Fasig-Tipton’s auction of state-bred stock, imperious old Freud 
leads all stallions with 19 consigned, but Mission Impazible (by 
Unbridled’s Song) is a close second with a dozen and a half to 
his credit.

These select yearlings are from the stallion’s second crop, and 
his first foals are now 2-year-olds racing principally in New York. 
Among them is the unbeaten Sil-
ver Mission, winner of the Tremont 
Stakes.

The 9-year-old Mission Impazible won 
both the Grade 2 Louisiana Derby and 
G2 New Orleans Handicap at the Fair 
Grounds. The horse was second in the 
G1 Donn Handicap at Gulfstream, as 
well as the G1 Clark Handicap and Ste-
phen Foster at Churchill Downs, earn-
ing nearly $1.3 million.

The gray son of leading sire Unbridled’s 
Song has his sire’s length through the 
body but without the massive size that 
sometimes proved a limiting factor to the soundness of that 
sire’s stock. While no pea-sized member of the family, Mission 
Impazible raced from 2 through 5, and he retired sound.

Standing at Sequel Stallions New York for a fee of $7,500 live 
foal, Mission Impazible has been popular with breeders, as in-
dicated by the number of his yearlings that have been available 
in the select yearling auctions the past two years, and they are 
good-looking specimens of the tribe.

As a perennial favorite among commercial breeders, Unbridled’s 
Song has proven one of the most popular sires of stallions. 

Among his young sons at stud are Breeders’ Cup Dirt Mile win-
ner Liam’s Map at Lane’s End, champion 3-year-old colt Will Take 
Charge at Three Chimneys, Whitney Stakes winner Cross Traffic 
at Spendthrift, and champion juvenile colt Midshipman at Darley. 
The latter has started well with sprint star Lady Shipman among 
his early racers.

In addition to the interest due to his sire, Mission Impazible is out 
of the noteworthy producer La Paz (Hold 
Your Peace), the dam of four stakes win-
ners. The best of these in addition to Mis-
sion Impazible was Forest Camp, a son 
of Deputy Minister who won the Del Mar 
Futurity at 2 and proved a useful stallion.

Among the offerings from the second-
crop stock by Mission Impazible at Fasig-
Tipton’s select sale of New York-breds is 
Hip 343, a dark bay colt out of G1 winner 
Celtic Melody (Mr. Greeley). Two of Celtic 
Melody’s daughters are already stakes 
producers, and this is the family of G1 win-
ner Delicate Vine.

 Other hips of interest include 450 and 562. Hip 450 is a gray filly 
out of the First Samurai mare Meiann. This filly is the mare’s first 
foal, and the dam is a half-sister to stakes winners Power Broker 
(Pulpit), winner of the G1 Frontrunner, and Fierce Boots (Tiznow), 
winner of the Busanda. Their dam is stakes winner Shop Again 
(Wild Again), a half-sister to G1 winner Miss Shop and G2 winner 
Trappe Shot.

Hip 562 is a dark bay colt out of the Grand Slam mare Starship 
Slam, a half-sister to G1 winner Gygistar (Prospector’s Music) 
and a full sister to stakes winner Stellar. Family of Breeders’ Cup 
Sprint winner Eillo (Mr. Prospector). PRS
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Honor Roll

2013 Gray or Roan Colt, Trappe Shot—Electric 
Shock, by Cure the Blues. Consigned by Rhapsody 
Farm/Hidden Lake Farm to the 2014 Fasig-Tipton 
New York-Bred Yearling Sale, purchased by St 
Elias for $140,000. 

“When approaching a 2-year-old sale with a budget,” 
said trainer Bret Calhoun, “you have to be able to see 
a horse as he might become, not as he is at that mo-
ment in time.” That was the case when Calhoun eyed 
Fish Trappe Road at the 2015 March Ocala Breed-
ers’ Sale.

“He was just very immature, physically,” Calhoun said. 
“He posted a very solid breeze, but he struck me as 
a very narrow-bodied individual who needed some 
time to grow into himself. He actually reminded me of 
some of the early Tapits with his long, leggy body.”

Calhoun’s hunch was correct about the 2-year-old, 
a member of the first crop of the Tapit-sired Trappe 
Shot. The trainer was able to purchase Fish Trappe 
Road for Martin Racing Stables with $90,000, signifi-
cantly less than what he brought as a yearling. With 
a 10 1/5 second breeze and no physical maladies, 
Calhoun believed the discrepancy was purely a result 
of the colt’s physical immaturity.

When Fish Trappe Road entered Calhoun’s stable, 
he found out the colt was also quite immature men-
tally. It took the trainer until late June to get him to 
the races, and it wasn’t until his fourth start that he 
broke his maiden. 

“He just liked to play around all the time,” said Cal-
houn. “On the track, in the barn, he was constantly 
playing.”

As a 3-year-old, Fish Trappe Road has shown marked 

improvement, finishing second in the G2 Woody Ste-
phens at seven furlongs. In early July, the colt got up 
to win the G3 Dwyer, a one-mile race, by 1 ¼ lengths 
after going three-wide on the far turn at Belmont. 

“He’s matured so much both mentally and physi-
cally,” Calhoun said. “We really think he can go two 
turns, but he’s doing so well sprinting right now that 
we’re going to keep him doing that for a while. We 
will probably stretch him back out at some point.”

For his next start, Calhoun is pointing Fish Trappe 
Road to the Grade 1 King’s Bishop, held over seven 
furlongs on Aug. 27 at Saratoga. 

“Hopefully when we shorten him up a bit he’ll stay 
sharp,” said the trainer. “He’s really starting to un-
derstand what we’re asking of him.” PRS

Fish Trappe Road Matures Into 
Graded Stakes Winner
By Chelsea Hackbarth
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threatening to ban or revoke stalls from trainers selling to kill 
buyers are fairly sound legally. An accused trainer would have to 
prove he or she was the subject of racial or sexual discrimina-
tion, or that there was clear malice on the part of the track in 
order to fight back against a ban for violating house rules. 

“The enforcement is usually not considered a municipal or state 
action because it’s coming from a private entity in the track,” 
said Sacopulos. “Therefore, the availability and enforcing of 
these rules allow for the racehorse to be protected with a good 
deal of power and flexibility beyond state law.”

Owner/attorney Maggi Moss had a less optimistic view of legal 
protection for horses. 

“The anti-slaughter policies, they’re worthless,” said Moss. “The 
track policies are not going to do anything at all. I’m not an ex-
tremist, I just love horses, and I have seen what is truly happen-
ing to our racehorses. What is happening is what no one wants 
to talk about. I have sat down with the head of The Jockey Club; I 
have sat down with some of the biggest owners and trainers in 
the country. I start talking and I promise you, they start staring 
at the ground. They do not want to hear it.”

Moss said the slaughterhouses work with facilities belonging 
to middle men who often are stationed within an easy drive 
of racetracks (she alleges one operates within 30 minutes of 
Churchill Downs). Moss stated that she led an undercover inves-
tigation of a kill pen in Louisiana that was used as an outlet for 
moving horses on to slaughter in Mexico. She described deplor-
able conditions and horses with their racing plates still on, some 
of whom still had sweat marks from racing saddles removed 
after competing at a Louisiana racetrack.

Moss said after publicizing her findings and alerting legislators 
and law enforcement, she received threats via social media, 
some of which claimed that she had removed one stop on the 
horses’ route to the slaughterhouse, making them harder to 
recover. 

Her experience leads Moss to believe trainers use these middle 
men specifically so they won’t face house rule sanctions from 
racetracks. She said the practice is most common in Louisiana, 
and at Charles Town in West Virginia, Los Alamitos in California 
and Penn National in Pennsylvania. 

Her experience suggests that owners need to do the legwork 
themselves to ensure their horses are safe—during and after 
their time on the track.

“You can keep your horses safe by caring,” said Moss. “The 
people who gave all these horses to Maria Borell, the problem 
they had is they just gave them to her, and she billed them, 
and they never called or went to see them. If you want to own 
horses, care where they go. Every horse I’ve ever owned is on 
[Daily Racing Form] Stable Mail, and when it disappears from 
Stable Mail, I have to find out where they go.”
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Touch Gold, and the dam, Party Silks, is a half-sister to G2 
winner Josh’s Madelyn (Quiet American). Rugged family of 
winners and winner producers.

Hip 491 chestnut filly by Jimmy Creed x Passe, by Dixie 
Union: Filly is from the first crop by G1 winner Jimmy 
Creed, a striking son of leading sire Distorted Humor. Dis-
torted Humor is best known as the sire of Kentucky Derby 
winner Funny Cide, G1 Whitney winner Commentator, and 
Jimmy Creed earned his ticket to stud with a victory in the 
G1 Malibu. Filly is a half-sister to multiple stakes winner 
Wonder Gal (Tiz Wonderful), who also ran second in the 
G1 Frizette and Mother Goose.

Hip 518 bay colt by Paynter x Rockin Heather, by In 
Excess: From the first crop by G1 Haskell Invitational 
Stakes winner Paynter (Awesome Again), this colt is out 
of the young In Excess mare Rockin Heather. She is one 
of three black-type performers out of the good producer 
Heatherdoesntbluff (Old Trieste). Dam is a half-sister to 
G1 Hollywood Starlet winner Killer Graces (Congaree) and 
to G2 winner Chocolate Ride (Candy Ride).

Five to Watch: 
A look at some of the sale’s top hips

By Frank Mitchell
Hip 461 dark brown colt by Midnight Lute x Missyoulike-
crazy, by Lion Heart: Sire was champion sprinter who won 
the Grade 1 Breeders’ Cup Sprint twice and has begun 
his sire career well with G1 winners like Shakin It Up and 
Midnight Lucky. Colt is out of G2 Golden Rod Stakes second 
Missyoulikecrazy, a full sister to stakes winner Pretty Prolific, 
a G3 winner who ran second in the G1 Test. Third dam is 
champion handicap mare Waya.

Hip 482 dark bay filly by Silent Name x Orchids Halo, by 
Smoke Glacken: Sire is a very useful stallion son of famed 
racehorse and sire Sunday Silence, and this filly is a half-sis-
ter to Canadian champion 2-year-old colt Go Greeley (Horse 
Greeley). This filly is her dam’s third foal, and she is a daugh-
ter of champion sprinter Smoke Glacken (Two Punch) out of 
G1 winner Devil’s Orchid, by champion 2-year-old Devil’s Bag. 
Quick, precocious family.

Hip 490 bay colt by Mineshaft x Party Silks, by Touch Gold: 
By a Horse of the Year and son of A.P. Indy, this colt is a half-
brother to G2 stakes winner Upstart, by the A.P. Indy stallion 
Flatter. They are out a daughter of Belmont Stakes winner PRS


