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MINNESOTA RACING COMMISSION 

August 5, 2016 

To: Industry Stakeholders 

From:  Tom DiPasquale, Executive Director 

Re: Minnesota Racing Commission Rule 7883.0160, subpart 6(C)  

 

MRC Rule 7883.0160, subpart 6C reads in part:  

 

A jockey must not use the riding crop indiscriminately. A jockey must not strike a horse more than three consecutive times without 

pausing to only push on the horse giving it a chance to respond before using the riding crop again. Jockeys are prohibited from striking 

a horse: 

(1) on the head, flanks, or on any part of its body other than the shoulders or hind quarters; 

(2) during the post parade except when necessary to control the horse; 

(3) excessively or brutally causing welts or breaks in the skin; 

(4) when the horse is clearly out of the race or has obtained its maximum placing; 

(5) persistently even though the horse is showing no response under the riding crop; or 

(6) after the race. 

Correct uses of the riding crop are: 

(a) showing horses the riding crop before hitting them; 

(b) using the riding crop in rhythm with the horse's stride; and 

using the riding crop as an aid to maintain a horse running straight. 

 

The purposes of this rule are to help ensure the safety of jockeys through proper use of the riding crop (or whip), protect 

the health and welfare of horses by eliminating indiscriminate use of the riding crop, ensure a level playing field for all 

competitors, and enhance the image of the sport of horse racing. 

 

The Board of Stewards advised jockeys prior to the meet, and jockeys who arrived at Canterbury Park thereafter, that the 

riding crop rule would be strictly enforced.  The stewards routinely meet with jockeys for review of films to ensure 

everyone understands how the rule is interpreted and applied.   Finally, the stewards have issued 59 rulings for infractions 

with a graduated scale of fines and, for repeat offenders, suspensions.  Everyone has been put on notice that the whip rule 

will be enforced. 

 

Repeated and blatant violations of the whip rule demonstrates a disregard for the welfare of horses; undermines the 

authority of the Board of Stewards; and harms the integrity and public image of horse racing.   

 

Willful violations of the whip rule, or any other rule aimed principally at protecting the welfare of horses and the integrity 

of racing, are serious violations and will result in correspondingly severe sanctions, up to and including rescission of 

jockey privileges in Minnesota. 

 

On behalf of all those who care about the image of our sport, I urge compliance with the whip rule. 

 

 

 


