
In the pages of the Daily Racing Form, the 
past performances of his rivals showed 
that Triple Crown winner American Phar-
oah had his work cut out for him to win 
the Breeders’ Cup Classic. Tonalist had 
won the previous year’s Belmont Stakes 
and the Grade 1 Jockey Club Gold Cup 
four weeks ago in New York. Honor Code, 
also New York based, already had won 
the Grade 1 Metropolitan and Whitney 
handicaps. Gleneagles was here from Eu-
rope, where he had won the English and 
Irish 2,000 Guineas and the St. James’s 
Palace Stakes. 

Beholder was the two-time American 
champion filly, and was a perfect five-
for-five for the year. She had beaten the 
West Coast’s best older male horses by more than eight 
lengths in the Pacific Classic at Del Mar. Keen Ice, the 
only horse to vanquish American Pharoah this year, was 
here, too.

As accomplished as those horses were, however, they 
were no more than bit players in the drama that most 
wanted to see: the Coronation of American Pharoah. 
Trainer Bob Baffert was certain the colt’s last waltz was 
going to be a memorable one. 

The Travers loss had drained him of any fear. American 
Pharoah had not been at his best but had run gamely and 
barely got beat. Baffert survived, as did jockey Victor Es-
pinoza and Ahmed Zayat, who bred and owned the son of 
Pioneerof the Nile. The colt was fit and ready. In fact, after 

The Definition of Greatness 
By Joe Drape

arriving at Keeneland on the Tuesday before 
the race, Baffert not only acted like he was 
on a farewell tour but also as if he was here 
to play an exhibition game. He was proud of 
American Pharoah and wanted his contem-
poraries to know that he was a great horse.

“I just wanted to share him with my friends in 
the sport,” he said.

He had been after Gary Stevens all summer 
to come by and get on American Pharoah, 
only because he knew how much his friend 
would appreciate the colt’s effortless stride. 
Stevens did not think it was appropriate and 

ASK RAY
QUESTION:  Has any horse come to the Kentucky 
Derby with a bigger unbeaten streak than Nyquist’s 
seven wins?
 
ANSWER:  Mister Frisky was the 1990 favorite with 

a 16-0 record, though his first 13 wins were in Puerto Rico. 
He finished eighth. Morvich (1922 Derby winner) and Native 
Dancer (second in 1953) were 11-for-11 and Bimelich (sec-
ond in 1940) had won eight straight.

Continued on Page 3
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Pedigree Spotlight
Tapit’s Derby-Bound Sons

By Frank Mitchell

With a trio of colts expected to start in the Kentucky Derby, lead-
ing sire Tapit is poised to take another step forward in his ever-
upward trajectory.

An unbeaten 2-year-old who won the Grade 1 Wood Memorial 
before taking his own chance in the 2004 Kentucky Derby, Tapit 
possessed the genetics and physique to climb every rung along 
the tortuous path to become the leading sire in the 
country.

Tapit has grown from a leading freshman 
sire to a top-tier international influence, 
and now he regularly receives some 
of the most important and successful 
broodmares in the stud book.

He’s earned them, as the starting gate at 
the Kentucky Derby attests; Mohaymen, 
Creator, and Lani are all slated to start 
and have legitimate chances of classic 
success.

Previously undefeated Mohaymen had 
been so highly regarded before the Flor-
ida Derby that he was actually favored 
against 2015 2-year-old champion colt Nyquist (by Uncle Mo). 
The champion prevailed, but Mohaymen has been training well at 
Churchill Downs, a positive sign over that surface.

Creator, winner of the G1 Arkansas Derby, is out of the Peruvian 
champion mare Morena (Privately Held). The mare was top of 
her age and sex from 2 through 4 in her homeland, winning 10 
of 15 starts there, then ventured to the States and was multiple 
graded-stakes-placed, including a third in the G1 Personal Ensign.

The now-12-year-old mare raced through age 6, and Creator is 

her second foal. Morena has a chestnut 2-year-old colt by Lemon 
Drop Kid named Pear Lemonade and a yearling colt by Street 
Cry. This is an old American family with 10th dam June Rose 
born exactly 100 years ago. Fourth dam Queens Up, a daugh-
ter of 1947 English 2,000 Guineas winner Tudor Minstrel, was 
exported to Europe, and her daughter Crownit was exported to 
Peru.

In addition to their jet-set pedigrees, all three colts have good 
speed, as they show in morning works, 
and it is the kind of speed that allows a 
horse to stalk effectively, then come with 
a run through the stretch. Of the three, 
Mohaymen is the most willing to show 
his natural pace, while both Creator and 
Lani have shown a tendency in races to 
drop out and come with rush.

In particular, Lani is a wildcard in this 
field. He has shown episodes of unques-
tioned ability, allied with a disposition that 
charitably could be called “highly indepen-
dent.” Lani also has a striking pedigree to 
match his scopy, classic physique.

The gray colt is out of Heavenly Romance (Sunday Silence), 
whose most important victory came in the G1 Tenno Sho (Au-
tumn), and Lani is the mare’s third stakes winner from six foals 
to race. This is another American family that has gone overseas 
and returned, with the sixth dam being champion Vagrancy (Sir 
Gallahad III) and Lani being foaled in Kentucky from his Japa-
nese-bred dam.

One of trio of grays with speed and class and history could give 
their sire a boost into legendary status with a victory in the Run 
for the Roses. PRS
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refused the offer. One morning, he urged the trainer Todd 
Pletcher to grab a hold of American Pharoah’s shank and 
walk with him. 

“Even the way he walks, it’s incredible mechanics,” Baffert 
told him. 

Either out of respect for Baffert or fear that something 
would go wrong, Pletcher declined to take the shank but 
agreed to walk alongside Baffert and the colt.

Two days before the race, the chances of American Phar-
oah running away with the Classic increased, on paper 
at least, when Beholder had to be scratched. She had 
shipped to Kentucky two weeks earlier in preparation but 
spiked a fever as soon as she stepped off the plane. Her 
trainer, Richard Mandella, thought he had it under control 
but a scope of her lungs found blood, indicating that she 
had an infection. He did not want to put Beholder under 
the pressure of a race. Like American Pharoah, the mare 
had a high cruising speed and was expected to make him 
run early, as Frosted did in the Travers.

With her out of the race, that task fell to Smooth Roller, 
a late-developing 4-year-old that had run away with the 
Grade 1 Awesome Again Stakes at Santa Anita Park. 
The morning of the race, however, Smooth Roller was 
scratched from the race by state veterinarians who had 
detected tendon problems in his left foreleg.

When Espinoza was told the horse had been scratched, 
he was matter-of-fact. “Really?” he asked. “Oh, then, we 
are home free.” 

The Classic, with its field of eight, was its smallest since 
1989 when Sunday Silence turned back rival Easy Goer 
for the third time. Really, there was only one horse that 
mattered in this edition of the Classic, and as Barnes led 
him into the paddock, the backyard of this usually stately 
racetrack erupted as if the Kentucky Wildcats had scored 
a touchdown nearby at Commonwealth Stadium. 

American Pharoah circled the crush of people inside the 
paddock like an old pro. Zayat was looking at him admir-
ingly as he passed and received either a message or 
omen from the colt. 

“He literally stopped and looked at me and my family,” he 
said. “Like I’m ready. I’m going to get it done. It’s just...it 
was an incredible thrill.” 

When Espinoza arrived, he exchanged a glance with Baf-
fert.

 “He’s sharp,” is all the trainer had to say.

It had been a damp and overcast day, and it began to mist 
as the horses headed to the racetrack. The backyard and 
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paddock drained like a bathtub as people went inside to 
make their bets and to return to their seats to see, they 
hoped, something extraordinary. Baffert was misting up 
as well.
“I’ve never been so damn emotional about running a 
horse,” he said.

 “Stop crying,” Jill Baffert told him. They remained in the 
paddock, as did the Zayats and scores of other people—
some they knew, most they didn’t—who all wanted to be 
close if American Pharoah triumphed as they hoped.

As American Pharoah and his seven rivals edged into the 
starting gate, Baffert and everyone else in this historic 
racetrack in the heart of the Bluegrass State became 
deafeningly quiet. You could hear deep breaths. Nothing 
much was at stake – except the legacy of a horse and the 
definition of greatness.

When the gates opened for a final time, Espinoza bounced 
American Pharoah out of the No.  4 hole and to the rail 
like they had been pulled by a magnet.

Continued from Page 1

Continued on Page 4
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“Let him run, Victor!” Baffert said as he watched the big 
screen.
That is exactly what Espinoza had vowed to do. In each of 
his previous nine trips aboard American Pharoah, he had 
been careful to leave something in his tank, save a little 
something for the next race or the one after that. Even 
in Saratoga losing the Travers, Espinoza was careful not 
to push his colt for nothing. He knew American Pharoah 
was tired and vulnerable and rode him that way. Espinoza 
was on a two-prong mission – to keep American Pharoah 
safe and to let the colt go all out in his final spin around a 
racetrack. 

He did not have to worry about fulfilling either one. He and 
American Pharoah were ahead by one length at the half-
mile mark, three lengths at the three-quarter-mile mark, 
and five lengths when they hit the stretch. No other horse 
had gotten near him. It was the most boring and beauti-
ful race that the 50,155 people on their feet and roaring 
had ever seen.

“I am gone,” Espinoza told himself. 

In the paddock, Zayat closed his eyes and refused to 
watch the final eighth of a mile. He knew this race, this 
run, was over and he was relieved, ecstatic, and sad all 
at once.

Zayat was hardly alone. In the past year, American 
Pharoah had made people remember that horse racing 
is America’s oldest sport and that rare was the man, 
woman, or child who did not become short of breath 
when watching a racehorse running a hole in the wind. 
In a world filled with smartphones, brain-rattling NFL 
hits, and presidential debates as spectator sport, there 
is something soothing and old world about watching a 
horse rocket around an oval ahead of others just be-
cause he can. He reminded them that horse racing is 
an easy game to love and too often a hard one to like. 
Horses are beautiful animals. The humans around them 
mostly are, but in Thoroughbred racing particularly, the 
miscreants who drugged them, mistreated them, and 
traded them like commodities degrade the sport and 
create distrust. 

American Pharoah made most people forget about the 
cheaters and the hard hearts. He restored the magic to 
horse racing. It was how he did it that was so mind blow-
ing: bounding out of the gate, begging the other horses 
to chase him, hitting the ground with elegance and effi-
ciency. When American Pharoah crossed the finish line 
six and a half lengths ahead of a 33-to-1 longshot named 
Effinex, he had nothing left to prove. He was triumphant 
and adored. 

The colt had earned the sustained ovation that he re-
ceived as Espinoza brought him back to the grandstand. 
He deserved the tears people spilled for him in the grand-

stand and the clubhouse here as well as in the living rooms 
around the nation. 

When Espinoza finally got American Pharoah to the winner’s 
circle, Baffert reached to offer his rider a handshake.

 “We’ll never have another son of a bitch like this,” he said.

No, they would not.
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Excerpted from “American Pharoah: The Untold Story of Tri-
ple Crown Winner American Pharoah’s Legendary Rise,” by 
New York Times’ two-time Eclipse Award-winning sports-
writer Joe Drape. Published by Hachette Books, available 
now in hardcover and as an ebook or audio book.
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Where Did Derby Contenders 
Get Their Names?

By Chelsea Hackbarth

info@destinationeuroperacing.com
www.destinationeuroperacing.com

Follow us on Twitter @europeracing

The era of Derby entrants with one-word namesaslon-
gastheirtails seems to have come and gone, save this 
year’s contender  Suddenbreakingnews. The gelding’s 
owner originally planned to name him Breaking News, 
but the name was taken, so the lengthier, more dra-
matic moniker was selected for Donnie Von Hemel’s 
Kentucky Derby charge.

Among those with one-word names are the two Shadwell 
Stable entrants, Shagaf and Mohaymen. Sheikh Hamdan 
bin Rashid Al Maktoum bestowed each of his colts with 
Arabic names: Shagaf translates to “passion,” while 
Mohaymen means “protector.”

Some horses bear the names of sports figures. Most 
are familiar with the Derby favorite’s namesake, hockey 
star Gustav Nyquist. Ron Moquett’s entrant Whitmore 
is named for the trainer’s high school football teammate 
and star running back Wilbur Whitmore.

Other colts’ labels stem from the sporting world as well 
– both Mo Tom and Tom’s Ready are named for owner 
Gayle Benson’s husband, Tom; the couple together own 
the New Orleans Saints and Pelicans.

Majesto is also named for his owners. A group of seven 
brothers from Venezuela make up the colt’s ownership 
group, and three of them combined pieces of their own 
names to come up with their Kentucky Derby hopeful’s 
flashy handle: Mauro, Jesus, and Toni. 

Often a name’s origin is simple – Brody’s Cause, for ex-
ample. The colt was named for the son of Reed Weston, 
part of the team that selected the yearling at Keeneland 
for owner Dennis Albaugh. My Man Sam is named for 
co-owner Sol Kumin’s youngest son.

Sometimes it’s an action that determines the future 
name of a champion. Mike Repole’s Outwork breezed 
a full two seconds faster than his workmate when the 
owner and trainer Todd Pletcher went to see the colt as 
a 2-year-old in training. The horse he beat became Sud-
den Surprise, a winner of nearly $500,000.

And every once in a while, an owner knows his colt is 
special from the get-go. Randy Gullatt, who co-owns Des-
tin with Steve Davison, knew the moment he laid eyes on 
the son of Giant’s Causeway that this would be his Derby 
horse. Destin means “fate,” and Gullatt is hopeful that 
the name can be a sign of good things to come. PRS
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PR Trivia:

1. In its history, only 40 fillies have started in the Kentucky Der-
by, and only three – Regret (1915), Genuine Risk (1980), and 
Winning Colors (1988) – have won. Name the most recent filly 
to run in the Derby.

2. In 1984, this entry - made up of two fillies - went off as the 
Kentucky Derby favorites. Name the two fillies.

3. Queen Elizabeth II made the trip to Churchill Downs for her 
first Kentucky Derby in what year?

4. In 1992, Arazi was one of three European runners in the 
Kentucky Derby. However, another colt, who ended up finishing 
seventh in Louisville, went on to capture the Epsom Derby the 
following month. Name the colt.

5. This talented colt began his career in Puerto Rico, where 
he was named Champion 2-year-old. The following season, he 
captured the Kentucky Derby on his way to earning an Eclipse 
Award as Champion 3-year-old male. Name him.

6. Kentucky has been the birthplace of the most Derby winners 
– 107 have been foaled in the Bluegrass state. Four Derby win-
ners have been foaled in Virginia, the most famous being Triple 
Crown winner, Secretariat. Name the other three.

7. Name the two Hall of Fame trainers that have saddled three 
Kentucky Derby winners each.

8. Hall of Fame trainer LeRoy Jolley has saddled two winners of 
the Kentucky Derby. Name them.

9. This future Kentucky Derby winner is the highest-priced 
Derby winner to sell at public auction, selling for an astounding 
$4,000,000. Name him.

10. In the 141 runnings of the Derby, only one winner has had 
a name that started with the letter ‘Z’. Name him.

11. The mighty Man o’ War sired two Kentucky Derby winners 
– War Admiral (1937) and who else?

12. The 1933 Derby will be forever known as the ‘Fighting Fin-
ish’ Derby, as jockeys Don Meade and Herb Fisher battled each 
other through the length of the stretch. Name the horses they 
were on.

Know Your Kentucky Derby History? 
By Mary Schweitzer
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1. Devil May Care (2010), 2. Althea and Life’s Magic, 3. 2007 (Street 
Sense), 4. Dr. Devious, 5. Bold Forbes (1976), 6. Sea Hero (1993), 
Pleasant Colony (1981), and Reigh Count (1928), 7. James ‘Sunny Jim’ 
Fitzsimmons (Gallant Fox, 1930; Omaha, 1935; Johnstown, 1939); 
Max Hirsch (Bold Venture, 1936; Assault, 1946; Middleground, 1950), 
8. Foolish Pleasure (1975), Genuine Risk (1980), 9. Fusaichi Pegasus 
(2000), 10. Zev (1923), 11. Clyde Van Dusen (1929), 12. Brokers Tip 
(Don Meade, winner), Head Play (Herb Fisher)

Trivia Answers

About
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T A P I T
t h e  c h a n c e  o f  a  l i f e t i m e

i n  a  l i f e t i m e  o f  c h a n c e

t h e  l e a d i n g  s i r e  i n  a m e r i c a

u a e  D e r b y  ( g 2 )  w i n n e r

l a n i
f o u n t a i n  o f  y o u t h  ( G 2 )  w i n n e r

m o h ay m e n
a r k a n s a s  D e r b y  ( g 1 )  w i n n e r

c r e a t o r

By Natalie Voss
The Kentucky Derby is a strange beast in many ways, its 
trail littered with improbable stories, incredible luck, and 
dreams come true. It’s enough to make an observer feel 
like they’ve entered the Twilight Zone. 

1957: In perhaps the most bizarrely specific in all of Ken-
tucky Derby premonitions, Gallant Man owner Ralph Lowe 
woke on May 4 from a strange dream in which a jockey 
misjudged the finish line in a race and lost. Two days 
later, Bill Shoemaker and Gallant Man were dueling with 
rival Iron Liege and Bill Hartack in the Derby stretch and 
looked to be home free. At the sixteenth pole, Shoemaker 
stood in the stirrups, thinking he had reached the finish 
line. He realized the mistake almost immediately, but the 
pause had been enough to give Iron Liege an edge. Iron 
Liege finished the race a nose in front.

1959: Cashing a win bet after some Derbys can prove 
challenging enough, but landing the trifecta is even more 
challenging – unless, of course, you’re psychic. A week 
before the 1959 Run for the Roses, Dr. Spencer Thornton 
wrote three names down on a notarized piece of paper 
that was placed in a sealed envelope in a vault at a bank in 
Nashville, Tenn. After the race was run, Thornton turned 
out to have predicted the correct order of finish for the 
Derby’s top three finishers—Tommy Lee over Sword 
Dancer over First Landing. It wasn’t the only time he pulled 
the sealed envelope trick: the next month, he placed a 
sealed envelope in the vault claiming to contain the first 
four words in the next day’s headline in the local paper: 
‘Steel Threatens to Close.’ He got that one right, too. 

1970: As his horse, Dust Commander, prepared for 
a run in the Blue Grass Stakes, owner Robert Lehman 
called up a priest he had met on an airplane. Emmanuel 
Milango, a bishop from Zambia, blessed the horse during 
a small ceremony in the paddock. Milango indicated to 
the Lehmans however, that he thought “the dark cloud” 
revolved around “the number four horse” in the upcoming 
Derby. Dust Commander won the roses, but Holy Land 
clipped heels and fell during the race. He carried the 
number four.

1999:  Before the post position draw in 1999, First 
American’s trainer Eduardo Caramori had a dream that 
the Kentucky Derby-winning horse would break from post 
position number 16. When it came time to choose a 
position for First American, he decided to go with his gut 
and drew the 16 spot. Two days later, Aljabar, the horse 
in the fifth post position, was scratched. All the horses on 
the outside moved in one space in the gate, leaving Charis-
matic to break from the sixteenth gate instead. Charismatic 
won that Derby at odds of 31-1. As for First American...
well, he finished 16th in the field of 19. PRS

You’ve Entered The Twilight Zone: 
a Look Back at Kentucky Derby Premonitions
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(34-1) and Commanding Curve (37-1) finishing second. They 
each came into the Derby with one victory, and that’s exactly 
where Tom’s Ready sits after nine starts. His final work was a 
third-fastest-of-52 move, after which Stewart quipped, “Does it 
look like he’s ready?” Yep.

Majesto: A longshot with Venezuelan connections. Sound 
familiar? Gustavo Delgado, Venezuela’s leading trainer before 
coming to the U.S. two years ago, said he’s inspired by the 
story of Canonero II, the horse from his country who turned in 
a stunning upset in the 1971 Derby. Owned by seven brothers 
from Venezuela, Majesto earned his spot by finishing second 
to favorite Nyquist in the Florida Derby. Delgado’s take: You 
can’t win it if you’re not in it. Truer words…

Trojan Nation: After six races, this colt is still winless, making 
him the first maiden Derby starter since 1998. Only three 
maidens have ever won, the last victory coming in 1933, so 
history isn’t on his side. But in the Wood Memorial, he made 
a furious rally from the back of the pack and fell only a head 
short at 81-1. His owners went to UCLA but now cheer for the 
rival USC Trojans. Strange things happen in the Derby, too.

Five to Watch: 
Derby Longshots

By Scott Jagow

Tampa Bay Derby winner

DESTIN
Twin Creeks Racing Stable

Broke & Trained At WinStar

Louisiana Derby winner

GUN RUNNER
Besilu Stables/Winchell 
Thoroughbreds & 
Three Chimneys

Born & Raised At WinStar

Arkansas Derby winner

CREATOR
WinStar Farm

Broke & Trained At WinStar

Wood Memorial winner

OUTWORK
Repole Stable

Born & Raised At WinStar

GOOD LUCK
to the connections in Kentucky Derby 142.
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There are few betting opportunities as choice as the Kentucky 
Derby, where horses routinely go off at much higher odds than 
they normally would. Even if they don’t win, longshots can trig-
ger huge payoffs in exotic wagers, including exactas, trifectas, 
superfectas, super high five, and pick 3,4,5 and 6 bets. Here are a 
handful of intriguing ones in this year’s field.

My Man Sam: His resume comes up short, having only started 
four times with one win, but he’s improved by leaps and bounds 
this spring. He ran the best race in the Blue Grass, passing all but 
one of his 13 rivals in a stretch bid that was one of the fastest in 
a major prep. Should like the distance and his pedigree has turf 
influences, a plus for the Churchill dirt.

Whitmore: This guy’s last two races were better than they look on 
paper, after he got squeezed from the gate in the Arkansas Derby 
and was forced wide throughout the Rebel. His final Derby breeze 
was an effortless one with excellent splits. If things finally go his way, 
Whitmore could be the surprise package at very appealing odds.

Tom’s Ready: Two of the last three years, longshots trained by 
Dallas Stewart detonated the Derby exotics, with Golden Soul PRS


