
More than 10 years have passed since the death of John 
R. Gaines, whose extraordinary contributions to the horse 
world and the Central Kentucky community were remem-
bered on Monday during a ceremony unveiling a bronze 
plaque in his honor at Thoroughbred Park in downtown 
Lexington.

It was the kickoff to Breeders’ Cup week, a perfectly ap-
propriate time to pay tribute to Gaines. After all, this was 
the event he proposed back in the spring of 1982 at the 
annual “They’re Off” awards luncheon held as part of the 
Kentucky Derby Festival in Louisville.

Just over 30 months later, on Nov. 10, 1984, the first 
Breeders’ Cup was held at Hollywood Park in Inglewood, 
Calif. It was an amazing accomplishment, not just for 
Gaines but for the entire Thoroughbred industry, over-
coming politics and personal agendas and doing some-
thing that was the right thing for the game.

Within two weeks of Gaines proposing this new event, a 
board of directors was formed. By July 1982, the Breed-
ers’ Cup program of seven million-dollar races was out-
lined. In April 1983, Breeders’ Cup officials announced 
that nearly $11 million was raised through the nomina-
tion of 1,083 stallions. By September 1983, an exclusive 
multi-year contract with NBC Sports was signed. Change 
happened at breathtaking speed in an industry whose 
mantra too often is “that’s the way we’ve always done 
things.”

In 2006, a panel of experts commissioned by Blood-Horse 
Publications listed the inaugural Breeders’ Cup as the No. 

Remembering John Gaines and His 
‘Powerful Dream’

By Ray Paulick

1 “moment” in the previous 100 years of horse racing. It 
was an innovation that has stood the test of time.

If all he did was start the Breeders’ Cup, we would owe a 
debt of gratitude to John Gaines. But that was just one of 
many magnificent creations that emerged from his fertile 
mind and enormous heart over a lifetime of innovating 
and giving.

Gaines, who developed and was the original owner of 
Gainesway Farm in Lexington and revolutionized many 
aspects of the stallion business that we know today, also 
helped create the Kentucky Horse Park, a world-class 
facility that hosts major events for all equine breeds, 

ASK RAY

QUESTION:  How many winners of the Arc de Tri-
omphe have won the Breeders’ Cup Turf in the 
same year?

ANSWER:  Zero. Golden Horn, the 2015 Arc winner, will be 
the seventh to try. There was Dancing Brave (4th in 1986), 
Trempolino (2nd in ’87), Saumarez (5th in ’90), Subotica 
(5th in ’92), Sakhee (2nd in ’01) and Dylan Thomas (5th 
in ’07).

Continued on Page 5
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BC Stallion Spotlights
A.P. Indy, Storm Cat and Sunday Silence

By Frank Mitchell

Clearly, the most important stallion in America to win a 
Breeders’ Cup race was 1992 BC Classic winner A.P. Indy. 
The horse’s combination of a classic victory in the Belmont 
Stakes and a high-class campaign that ended with the BC 
Classic victory earned him that season’s Eclipse Awards as 
champion 3-year-old colt and as Horse of the Year.

Retired to stand at stud at his birthplace, Lane’s End Farm, 
A.P. Indy became an important sire from his first crop of 
runners, which included Pulpit, later a leading sire. Indeed, 
one of the distinctions of A.P. Indy was that so many of his 
stellar performers, which contin-
ued to appear year after year, 
crop after crop, was that they 
continued to reproduce their ex-
cellence on the racecourse in 
their offspring.

One of the stallion’s very best was 
Horse of the Year Mineshaft, and 
in addition, A.P. Indy sired BC Ju-
venile Fillies winner Tempera, plus 
divisional champion Bernardini, 
who ran a close second to subse-
quent Horse of the Year Invasor 
in the Breeders’ Cup Classic.

Now, 23 years after A.P. Indy won the Breeders’ Cup Clas-
sic, the stallion has two offspring from his last crop who will 
compete in a couple of the Breeders’ Cup races this week-
end at Keeneland: Honor Code in the $5 million Classic and 
Got Lucky in the $2 million Distaff.

Still living as the grand old man of the Lane’s End Farm 
stallion barn, A.P. Indy was pensioned in 2011 after siring 
689 winners and 155 stakes winners, among them 11 

champions. Honor Code and Got Lucky are part of his final 
crop of 36 colts and fillies.

A few years senior to A.P. Indy, Storm Cat did not win his 
Breeders’ Cup race, but only just. The son of Storm Bird 
and the Secretariat mare Terlingua looked all over a win-
ner of the 1985 BC Juvenile till the last jump, when Fap-
piano’s son Tasso caught Storm Cat on the wire and took 
the divisional championship.

At stud, however, Storm Cat was something else again. 
The massively built horse became 
a leading sire first in America and 
then on the international scene, 
with classic winners and top-class 
performers around the world. The 
stallion’s most famous offspring 
included Cartier Horse of the Year 
Giant’s Causeway, who ran second 
in the 2000 Breeders’ Cup Classic 
and is now the most successful son 
of Storm Cat at stud, and Tabasco 
Cat, winner of the 1994 Preakness 
and Belmont Stakes.

Unlike these stallions, however, Sun-
day Silence was the one who got away. After winning the 
1989 BC Classic and the Horse of the Year title from Easy 
Goer, Sunday Silence was eventually sold to Zenya Yoshida, 
who exported him to stand at Shadai Stud in Japan.

In Japan, Sunday Silence became a legend. The black 
horse with the lightning stripe down his face sired 
champions from his first crop and became the most 
important sire in the history of Japanese Thorough-
bred breeding. PRS

A.P. INDY
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a child when attending Nebraska’s defunct Ak-Sar-Ben 
racetrack with his family.

Albaugh Family Stables picked out 10 yearlings for $2.8 mil-
lion at the Keeneland September yearling sale.
Brody’s Cause was in that first draft, purchased for $350,000 
from Paramount Sales, while Unbridled Outlaw was pur-
chased for $330,000 from Betz Thoroughbreds, agent.

Among Albaugh’s other successful horses alone or in part-
nership are Miss Macy Sue, an earner of $880,915, and 
grade I winner Paddy O’Prado, who also finished third in the 
2010 Kentucky Derby for Donegal Racing.

While the horse racing game has been a learning experi-
ence, it’s beginning to pay off for Albaugh and his team.

“The game can be hard,” Loutsch said. “The highs are high, 
the lows are low, and it can be frustrating at times. You can 
go a long time without winning a race. Days like (the Breed-
ers’ Futurity) get you in the game, the opportunity to run in 
these big races. It’s an unreal experience.” PRS

PRS
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Dortmund Proves His Worth On The Track
By Emily White

At last year’s Keeneland September yearling sale, Dennis 
Albaugh was a new player with big dreams. Just over a year 
later, some of those dreams are beginning to come true.

In the Oct. 3 Claiborne Breeders’ Futurity at Keeneland, Bro-
dy’s Cause carried the Albaugh Family Stable silks to their 
first Grade 1 victory. The triumph by the Giant’s Causeway 
colt ensured a starting berth to the Sentient Juvenile over 
the same Keeneland dirt track on Oct. 31.

Brody’s Cause was named for the son of Reed Weston, a 
member of the team that worked with Albaugh picking out 
yearlings at the 2014 Keeneland sale.

“I don’t know if there is a better 2-year-old in the country right 
now,” trainer Dale Romans said of Brody’s Cuase after the 
Breeders’ Futurity. (If there is) it’s probably Albaugh’s other 
horse, Unbridled Outlaw.”

The latter mentioned horse, a son of Unbridled’s Song, fin-
ished third in the G3 Iroquois Stakes at Churchill Downs on 
Sept. 12 and is also entered in the Sentient Juvenile.

“All along, we thought he was our top 2-year-old,” Albaugh 
said of Unbridled Outlaw.

“We never thought we’d have a chance to have two horses 
in this race,” added Albaugh’s son-in-law Jason Loutsch, gen-
eral manager of the Albaugh Family Stables.

In 1979, Albaugh used $2,000 in savings and a $10,000 
mortgage on his home to start what is now a $1 billion-
plus global agricultural crop protection company head-
quartered in Iowa. He developed an interest in racing as 

Dennis Albaugh (left) with Jason Lousch and Brody’s Cause 
at Keeneland Sept. Sale

Derby Dreams Inch Closer for Albaugh
By Ray Paulick



12. Who was the first female trainer to win the Classic?

13. The incredible 
blue hen producer 
Hasili is the dam of 
what two Breeders’ 
Cup winners?

14. The Breeders’ 
Cup Mile has the 
unique distinction 
of having the most 
back-to-back win-
ners. Name the 
horses that have 
accomplished this, 
and the years they won.
 
15.  His Highness the Aga Khan has won the Breeders’ 
Cup Turf twice. Name the horses and the years.
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Getting to know owner/attorney 
Clark Brewster

Back Ring
By Mary Schweitzer
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Answers: 1. Squirtle Squirt (2001 Sprint) 2. Jerry Bailey (5): 1991, Black 
Tie Affair; 1993, Arcangues; 1994, Concern; 1995, Cigar; 2005, Saint 
Liam 3. Raven’s Pass, 2008 4. Charlie Whittingham (1987 Classic, 1989 
Classic) and son Michael Whittingham (1986 Classic) 5. Chief’s Crown, 
1984 Juvenile 6. Street Sense, 2006 (10 lengths) 7. Very Subtle (1987); 
Safely Kept (1990); Desert Stormer (1995) 8. Pilsudski (1996); Kalanisi 
(2000); Conduit (2008, 2009) 9. A.P. Indy (1992) 10. Ouija Board (2004, 
2006) 11. Arcangues (2003 Classic) 12. Kathy Ritvo (2013 Classic) 13. 
Banks Hill (2001 Filly & Mare Turf), Intercontinental (2005 Filly & Mare 
Turf) 14. Miesque (1987, 1988); Lure (1992, 1993); Goldikova (2008, 
2009, 2010) 15. Lashkari (1984), Kalanisi (2000)

Know Your Breeders’ Cup History?

1.  What horse provided Hall of Fame trainer Bobby Fran-
kel with his first Breeders’ Cup win?

2. What jockey has ridden the most Classic winners?

3. Who is the only English-trained horse to win the Clas-
sic?

4. In a unique double, this is the only father-son duo to 
train Breeders’ Cup winners. Name them, and the races 
won.

5. What horse won the very first Breeders’ Cup race?

6. What colt holds the record for largest winning margin 
in the Juvenile?

7. Only three fillies have won the BC Sprint. Name them.
 
8. Legendary trainer Sir Michael Stoute has won the Turf 
four times. Name the horses.

9. Name the oldest living winner of the BC Classic.

10. Name the only horse to capture the Filly & Mare Turf 
twice.

11. Who was the longest shot to win a Breeders’ Cup 
race?
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Continued from Page 1

and was instrumental in the development of the Maxwell 
H. Gluck Equine Research Center at the University of Ken-
tucky.

As Lexington Mayor Jim Gray said of Gaines during Mon-
day’s ceremony, “He just wasn’t happy with the status quo,” 
adding that “we could call John a ‘happy contrarian.’”

He could be difficult, mischievous, cantankerous and say 
things that were impolitic. But there was a gentle side to 
John Gaines.

He believed in education, in a very significant way. A poet 
and collector of fine art, he created the Gaines Center for 
the Humanities at the University of Kentucky and led the 
fund-raising efforts to build the university’s exceptional W. 
T. Young Library, named for another pillar of the Lexington 
community and the well-known horseman who owned and 
operated Overbrook Farm. In starting the library campaign, 
Gaines remarked that “in keeping with our justly renowned 
tradition of Kentucky hospitality and generosity, we are 
building a home to help people reach their full human po-
tential.”

Officials from the city of Lexington, University of Kentucky, 
the Breeders’ Cup and Keeneland, hosting its first-ever 
championships this week, all were on hand for the unveil-
ing of the John R. Gaines plaque at Thoroughbred Park. So 
were members of his family, including widow Joan Gaines 
and son Thomas. 

Thomas Gaines talked of how “special” this Breeders’ Cup 
is to the entire community, which has embraced the event 
like no other city.

“If there’s a lesson, or moral,” he added, “we can all share 
from this story – the story of the Breeders’ Cup. It is this: 
When thoughts become big ideas, and those ideas become 
beliefs, and those beliefs turn into a vision, while it may take 
one remarkable individual to dream those dreams and 
then go make them happen, the Breeders’ Cup, at its core, 
is a real-life story of what can be accomplished when a few 
individuals and then an industry unite behind a powerful 
dream.” PRS
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Five Longshots to Watch:

Green Mask, 15-1 Turf Sprint: Have to be impressed with 
his finish in Dubai’s Al Quoz Sprint, 3rd beaten a length to 
world-class sprinter Sole Power in a field of 16. Love that 
he prepped at Kentucky Downs, a good “foundation” course 
for Keeneland, and trainer Wesley Ward has been on fire.

Bobby’s Kitten, 15-1 Turf Sprint: The winner of this event 
last year is double-digit odds? Well, his two races since 
have been pretty bad, although one was at the tough seven-
furlong distance, the other at a mile over yielding turf. In 57 
starts, trainer Chad Brown has a 40 percent win record 
with a $3.54 ROI switching from route to sprint. Maybe 
this colt wants to do what he did last year - sit off a hot pace 
going shorter and mow them all down.

Artemis Agrotera, 20-1 F&M Sprint: What? This filly is 
making her first start since last year’s F&M Sprint? That’s 
right, and excellent layoff trainer Michael Hushion says 
she’s been doing so well, he had to give her a shot without a 

prep. She romped at seven furlongs twice last year and also 
beat La Verdad, a favorite in here, both times she faced her. 

Ivan Fallunovalot, 30-1 Sprint: Say it aloud, just for fun. While 
his name doesn’t scream Breeders’ Cup winner, this is the 
BC race that has produced the highest payout over time. Last 
year, an Illinois-bred who came in with one Grade 3 on his re-
sume took the Sprint. This gelding has finished no worse than 
2nd in six starts this year, including a G3, and while Remington 
Park is an unlikely launching point for a world championship 
victory, his speed figures stack up pretty well.

Keen Ice, 12-1 Classic: This guy appears to have a lot in 
common with his sire as a later-maturing colt. After losing 
the Haskell, Curlin became a beast, rattling off five straight 
victories, including the Classic. Keen Ice followed up his 
Haskell defeat by taking down Triple Crown champion Ameri-
can Pharoah, and Dale Romans says his horse has switched 
into beast mode training up to the Classic. PRS

Championship Saturday 
By Scott Jagow


