
Although Fred Hooper passed the majority of his 102 years 
before its invention, the seemingly tireless owner/breeder 
could easily be called the Energizer Bunny of Florida racing. 
When magazines began doing retrospectives on his life 
and career in the 1970s, the twinkle-eyed north Georgia 
native was just getting started on his influence in the sport. 

Hooper was a jack of all trades early in life; he dropped out 
of school in eighth grade and was at various points a car-
penter, a riveter, and a school teacher. He cut both timber 
and hair (hard not to wonder if the skills translated from 
one to the other), and as a teenager was farming pota-
toes by day and prizefighting by night. At 18, he was named 
heavyweight boxing champion of Alabama, but his potato 
crop wasn’t so successful—after a blight destroyed the 
crop he briefly went back to cutting hair before someone 
suggested he take out a loan and enter a bid to build a road 
for the state. Hooper took the gamble, and Hooper Con-
struction Company was born. The business was responsi-
ble for some of the Southeast’s biggest projects, including 
oceanfront highways, dams, and bridges.

Hooper’s introduction to horse racing was not through the 
graceful paddocks or outside rails of Santa Anita Park or 
Churchill Downs, where his silks would later reign. It was 
through a half-Thoroughbred named Prince, whom Hooper 
bought from a friend for $400 to do farm work. He first 
got the idea that the horse was fast when some cattle 
came wandering onto the potato fields, having outrun their 
owner’s cow ponies. Hooper’s father jumped on Prince and 
chased the beasts down. At the urging of friends, Hooper 
began working Prince over a sandy stretch of grass on the 
farm and entered him in races at backwoods tracks. The 
horse ran for eight years, winning 49 of 55 starts, most of 
them match races. After that, Hooper changed the horse’s 
name to Royal Prince, figuring he’d earned the upgrade.

Flush from the new construction business, Hooper decided 
he wanted to get back into racing—but in the big leagues. 
He traveled to Lexington, Ky., where he knew no one, and 
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scouted out a $10,200 yearling colt he named Hoop Jr.
 
Hoop Jr. ran five times at age two with two wins, developed 
osselets, and came back for a Wood Memorial victory as 
a 3-year-old for trainer Ivan Parke. With Eddie Arcaro in 
the irons in the 1945 Kentucky Derby, Hoop Jr. won, giv-
ing Hooper a Derby victory with his first Thoroughbred -- 
against incalculable odds. 

Arcaro is reputed to have leaned down and told Hooper, 
“You’ll never win this race again if you live to be a hundred.”
Hoop Jr. finished second in the Preakness but bowed a ten-
don and retired to a relatively quiet stud career. Hooper, 
on the other hand, kept going, jumpstarting a breeding pro-
gram the next year. 

Hooper purchased a few more horses at sale after Hoop 

ASK RAY

QUESTION: What horse got the highest Beyer 
Speed Figure ever recorded?

ANSWER: Andrew Beyer retroactively gave Sec-
retariat a 139 Beyer for his Belmont Stakes win. Sprint cham-
pion Groovy got two BSFs in the low 130s. Since Daily Racing 
Form starting publishing BSFs in 1992, the highest recorded 
is 128 for Ghostzapper.

continued on Page 5
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Stallion Spotlight
Super Saver

By Frank Mitchell

PRS

The old Aga, the present Aga Khan’s grandfather, was 
quoted many years ago saying that the three most impor-
tant qualities of the Thoroughbred were “speed, speed, and 
speed.” The truism of this great breeder and incisive think-
er’s statement was not that speed was the end all of the 
Thoroughbred but that it was the fragile commodity most 
likely to be lost in breeding for the classic horse.

So one of the long-held precepts of 
the Aga Khan, as well as world-class 
breeders here in the States like A.B. 
“Bull” Hancock and E.R. Bradley, was 
the importance of juvenile form in the 
classic colts who grew up to become 
champions and the most sought-af-
ter stallion prospects for creating the 
next generation.

During last year’s 2-year-old sale sea-
son, there was a revelation with the 
first progeny of Kentucky Derby win-
ner Super Saver (by Maria’s Mon). 
A good 2-year-old whose juvenile 
successes included the G2 Kentucky Jockey Club Stakes, 
Super Saver is an illustration of the old model that quality 
juvenile form is an important factor in choosing a stallion 
prospect.

Lack of a notable racing career after his Derby success 
caused some difficulty with breeders, but standing at Win-
Star Farm, an influential and successful stallion operation, 
some breeders gave the horse a chance, and when the 
sire’s first-crop juvenile youngsters came to the sales last 
season, buyers went wild for them.

As few expected, Super Savers were a sensation, with mul-
tiple strong sales that were backed up by some salty per-

formances in mid-summer and fall at the better racetracks 
around the country.

Super Saver’s top seller last year at the 2-year-old sales 
was Competitive Edge for $750,000, and that colt came 
along nicely through the summer and won the G1 Hopeful 
at Saratoga to be ranked among the best of his division. 
At $600,000 was I Spent It, also a graded winner at Sara-

toga and currently racing successfully in 
stakes this season.

Not surprisingly, yearling buyers for the 
juvenile market were strong on the stal-
lion for this sales season, and for the 
OBS April sale alone, Super Saver has a 
dozen offspring cataloged.

There are, for instance, a couple of fillies 
from good families that are representa-
tive of the second-crop Super Savers. Hip 
509 at McKathan Bros. is a chestnut 
filly out of a young Cozzene mare with a 
second dam who produced five stakes 

horses and two additional mares who are multiple stakes 
producers. There is some depth to the family, but it’s not 
real flashy in the first dam.

Likewise, Hip 590 from Scanlon Training Center has a 
young dam with a serious second dam. The second dam is 
Guilded Times, by Crafty Prospector, and she produced G2 
winner Icecoldbeeratreds (In Excess) and four other stakes 
horses.

One of the most promising young sires with classic form, 
Super Saver will offer much for buyers and breeders to 
savor with his second crop of juveniles to test on the race-
track.



PRS
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Honor Roll
Stephanie’s Kitten A ‘Joy’ But Means Business

By Scott Jagow

2009 Bay Mare, Kitten’s Joy — Unfold the Rose, by Cati-
enus. Consigned by Legacy Bloodstock, agt., to 2010 
KEE Sept., $30,000 RNA. Consigned by Eddie Woods, 
agt., to 2011 OBS April, $17,000 RNA.

Sometimes buyer’s remorse occurs after choosing not to 
purchase something. 

Surely, a few bloodstock agents regret not pulling the trig-
ger on Stephanie’s Kitten at the 2011 OBS April sale — 
or 2010 Keeneland September for that matter. She was 
a buy-back at both for breeder/owners Ken and Sarah 
Ramsey.  

“Everybody liked her, and they just kept coming back and 
coming back,” said Ramsey Farm Manager Mark Par-
tridge. “She just wasn’t one of your physical standouts.”

So, Stephanie’s Kitten headed back to the farm after OBS 
April, an RNA at just $17,000.

“She was always kind of a scrappy, light filly, a nice mover,” 
said Partridge. “We thought she’d be fine, and we just said 

hell, we’ll go to training with her. We like her. And the rest 
is history.”

By the end of that 2-year-old season, Stephanie’s Kitten 
was a Grade 1 winner and Breeders’ Cup champion, hav-
ing collected victories in the Darley Alcibiades Stakes and 
the G2 Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies Turf. She was one of 
the early successes for the Ramseys’ stallion, Kitten’s Joy, 
who has since been a dominant turf sire.

During her sophomore and 4-year-old seasons, Stepha-
nie’s Kitten added a trio of graded stakes wins to her re-
sume under trainer Wayne Catalano. She began slowly in 
2014, new to the barn of Chad Brown, but last summer 
and fall, she ran first or second in four consecutive Grade 
1s, capped off by her second in the Breeders’ Cup Filly & 
Mare Turf.

Partridge said this season will be her last on the racetrack. 
After starting the year with a victory in the G3 Hillsborough 
Stakes at Tampa Bay Downs, Stephanie’s Kitten will take 
on the boys next in the G1 Woodford Reserve Turf Classic 
on the Kentucky Derby undercard. Another Breeders’ Cup 
and an Eclipse Award are the final targets for a career that 
has so far produced nine wins from 20 starts and earnings 
of more than $2.7 million.  

“She has such a terrific heart. She just doesn’t want to 
lose. She hates to lose,” Partridge said. “She puts that 
head down and just rumbles. I mean, she’s a sweet filly to 
be around, but when you put that saddle on, she’s all busi-
ness.”

RANDOM FACTS
 by Ray Paulick

Fastest Kentucky Derby was Secretariat’s 
1:59 2/5 for 1 1/4 miles in 1973 but the 
fastest internal  fractions ever recorded 

were :21 4/5 (Top Avenger, 19th, 1981), :44.86, 
1:09.86 (both by Songandprayer, 13th, 2001), and 
1:34 4/5 (Spend a Buck, first, 1985).
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What was it like growing up a couple blocks from 
Churchill Downs?  
I wouldn’t say it was rough but it was a nice little quiet 
neighborhood at the time. As a young kid I was always 
interested in racing, but didn’t know I would end up work-
ing in it.

Do you remember your first Kentucky Derby?  
That would have been Lil E. Tee in 1992, seeing Pat 
Day when he finally won it. I was 12 at the time. My dad 
started taking me to the track early and everybody bet on 
Pat Day.

Who’s the best horse you ever saw?  
Ghostzapper. I was working for Dallas Stewart, taking 
care of his horses at Churchill Downs at the time. We 
had Clock Stopper, who ran second to him (in a Saratoga 
allowance race). 

What would you be doing if you weren’t training horses? 
I always said if I wasn’t training I’d like to be in the blood-

stock end of things, though the other I was telling my wife I 
wanted to be a pilot when I was younger. I was fascinated 
with airplanes.

What is the most important lesson you’ve learned since 
becoming a trainer?  
Patience. You’ll have some 
horses that will get ready 
quick and you start thinking 
the next batch will be the 
same way. One size doesn’t 
fit all. They’re all differ-
ent. What works with one 
doesn’t work with another.

What part of the game do 
you like the most?  
Without a doubt, it’s training 
in the morning that’s the 
most exciting part. When 
you think you have a young 
prospect that can run, it keeps you getting up in the morn-
ing. 

What’s been your proudest moment as a trainer?  
It was 2014 as a whole (when Cox had a career-
best 75 wins from 295 starts and stable earnings of 
$2,394,571). In the middle of 2012, we were down to 
two or three horses. We built our stable back, thanks to 
several different clients who gave us opportunities. We 
did it across the board, with young horses, older horses, 
allowance and claiming. 

If you could straighten out one misconception about 
horse racing, what would it be?  
That somehow the horses aren’t treated well. The ones 
I’m around at the racetracks are taken care of very, very 
well.

Would you encourage your two sons (Bryson, 17, and 
Blake, 14) to get into the sport?  
Yes, and they probably will. They are very, very into it big 
time. They’re on Equibase and Daily Racing Form. They’re 
very much involved with racing, the pedigrees … every-
thing.

What quality do you value the most in people?  
Honesty. I always tell my owners, “I’m going to tell you the 
truth, whether it’s good news or bad news.

Favorite racetrack? Saratoga

Best racetrack meal? Keeneland’s track kitchen. 

Do you have a go-to app on your phone? Probably Twitter 
(follow Brad at @BradCoxRacing). 

Getting to know trainer Brad Cox
Back Ring

NEW DATE     OCT. 4th, 2015

Mixed Sale – Horses of all Ages

2829 South MacArthur Blvd., 
Oklahoma City OK 73128
405.682.4551

www.heritageplace.com
email: info@heritageplace.com

Featured Yearling Session Catalog Fee $500.00
Commission 5%

with a $150 minimum

Catalog Deadline
August 25th
Supplemental entries
accepted after catalog

deadline and until Sept. 30th
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Jr. but soon switched to breeding. Years later, he said he 
“felt a lot closer to horses I bred than those I bought. We’ve 
got the dams and grand-
dams and great-grand-
dams; entire families 
we’ve come to know.”

He purchased and de-
veloped Circle H Farm 
in Ocala and bred three-
time Eclipse Award win-
ner Susan’s Girl, as well 
as champion sprinter 
Precisionist (both later 
inducted into the Hall of 
Fame). Hooper also bred 
and raced Crozier, the 
sire of Precisionist who 
set two track records in 
his career and was con-
sidered Hooper’s big-
gest winner. His favorite horse was unquestionably Olympia, 
who won the San Felipe, Flamingo, Wood Memorial, With-
ers, and more in 41 starts, and who also defeated Quarter 
Horse Stella Moore in a 1949 match race. (Stella Moore 
was later bred to I’m For More, a son of Olympia, to produce 
I’m a Moore, who did well racing on the Southern circuit.) 

Hooper was named president of the Florida Thoroughbred 
Breeders’ Association, helping the organization push for 
legislation to increase breeder awards, and co-founded 
the Thoroughbred Owners and Breeders Association in 
1961. As if that weren’t enough, he used his engineering 
experience to improve the racing surfaces at Arlington, Gulf-
stream, and Hollywood Parks. Hooper also gave American 
racing the talents of Jorge Velasquez, Laffit Pincay, Jr. and 
Braulio Baeza—all riders he helped bring over from their na-
tive countries and gave early mounts to whenever possible. 

Hooper was given just about every honor possible in Thor-
oughbred racing, including the National Turf Writers and 
Broadcasters’ Mr. Fitz Award, the Thoroughbred Club of 
America’s Testimonial Dinner, and finally, an Eclipse Award 
of Merit in 1991 at the age of 93. 

Hooper still wasn’t done. He remained active in the 11 cor-
porations he was involved with and continued golfing regu-
larly for another nine years until his death in 2000. Although 
Arcaro’s prediction held true, Hooper came close to the Der-
by starting gates with homebreds Diplomatic Jet in 1995 
and Recommended List in 1998. Though neither made the 
race, Hooper had no hesitation keeping the dream alive. He’ll 
have another chance at the race, in a way, when American 
Pharoah enters the starting gates: Hooper homebreds Tri 
Jet and Crozier are the two main sire lines in the pedigree 
of Zetta Jet, who is grand-dam to American Pharoah’s dam, 
Littleprincessemma. 

That Hooper just keeps going and going.

continued from Page 1

Keeneland Library

Hooper (left) accepts the Spinster  
trophy after Susan’s Girl’s win in 1973
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Five to Watch

Hip 60 Chestnut colt by Jazil x Lisieux, by Steady Growth: 
This son of 2006 Belmont Stakes winner Jazil (by Seeking 
the Gold) is a half brother to Grade 1 winner Never Retreat 
(Smart Strike), who won the First Lady Stakes at Keenel-
and and was second in the Mother Goose on her way to 
winning $846,653; and to Laoub (Red Ransom), dam of 
a pair of stakes winners. From family of leading sire Dis-
torted Humor.
 
Hip 174 Dark bay filly by Tale of Ekati x Mysterious Moll, 
by Bates Motel: A big-moving bay, this filly worked well and 
is a precocious-looking advertisement from second crop of 
her sire, G1 winner Tale of Ekati (Tale of the Cat), sire of 
graded winner Ekati’s Phaeton. She is out of graded stakes 
winner Mysterious Moll, whose sire is a champion son of 
the omnivorous Epsom Derby winner Sir Ivor.
 
Hip 273 Dark brown colt by Pioneerof the Nile x Princess 
Belle, by Mr. Greeley: By the most promising young sire of 
classic-type racers in America today, with last year’s cham-
pion juvenile American Pharoah to his credit. Pioneerof the 
Nile is the leading representative of the Unbridled sire line 

through Belmont Stakes winner Empire Maker, and this colt 
is out of stakes winner Princess Belle. This is a very good 
2-year-old family.
 
Hip 439 Gray filly by Tapit x Silver Wolf, by Silver Deputy: 
This filly is yet another quick and athletic representative of 
leading U.S. sire Tapit (by Pulpit), who imparts a splendid 
mix of speed and competitiveness, natural athleticism and a 
desire to win. This filly is out of a half-sister to one of Pulpit’s 
other G1-winning sons, Corinthian, and it is worth noting 
that Pulpit also sired an indented stakes winner under the 
second dam.
 
Hip 582 Bay colt by Tiznow x Ticket to Seattle, by Capote: 
A son of Horse of the Year Tiznow, this colt would clearly 
have the potential to improve going two turns and to mature 
well. Yet here he is showing speed and precocity as well. 
This colt is out of stakes winner Ticket to Seattle, a daugh-
ter of champion juvenile Capote. There is a lot of size in this 
family, as both Tiznow and Capote stood over the ground 
impressively, and the second dam produced Tizway, winner 
of the Metropolitan Handicap and Whitney. PRS

A look at some of the sale’s top hips
By Frank Mitchell

The Breeders’ Farm
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