
What were the take-home messages from the recent law-
suit over the disputed $2.1 million sale of Love Me Only at 
the 2011 Keeneland November Breeding Stock Sale?
Frank and Jane Lyon of Summer Wind Farm alleged they 
were defrauded by Eaton Sales, Ashford Stud and the 
three entities affiliated with Coolmore that owned Love Me 
Only. Days after Love Me Only was brought to the Lyons’ 
Georgetown, Ky., farm, she was lame and diagnosed with 
laminitis.  

The new owners tried to rescind the sale but they were 
denied by Keeneland because their request was made 
outside of the window (within 48 hours of the end of the 
session in which the horse sold) allowed under the Condi-
tions of Sale. In late January 2012, they sued, alleging 
consignor Eaton Sales used phenylbutazone to fraudu-
lently conceal Love Me Only’s condition when she was on 
the sale grounds. 

They also said they were defrauded because breeding 
information was incomplete. Representatives for Love 
Me Only’s owners only provided information about a May 
2011 cover to Sea the Stars and did not tell Keeneland 
or Eaton that she was unsuccessfully bred to Danehill 
Dancer in February. 

Love Me Only has delivered two foals since being pur-
chased by Summer Wind and is in currently in foal.

The jury that heard the case, needing at least a 9 to 3 
vote to find for either the plaintiffs or the defendants, 
could not reach a consensus. After deliberating more 
than eight hours, they told Judge Ernesto Scorsone they 
were deadlocked. He adjourned the trial without a deci-
sion, meaning the case will either be re-tried or the two 
sides will try to settle the dispute out of court. 

I don’t blame the jury. Part of their challenge was deter-
mining when laminitis struck Love Me Only, and whether 
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it was an acute or chronic ailment that may recur at any 
time, compromising her future and her value. Experts for 
both sides, not surprisingly, took diametrically opposed 
points of view. Who was the jury to believe? 

Laminitis is a complex and confounding mystery of a 
disease that the brightest minds in the veterinary world 
have failed to completely solve. How on earth is a jury of 
lay people supposed to figure it out? 

So what were the lessons buyers and consignors can 
learn from this? From my point of view, they are: 

•  No matter what your role (consignor, agent, buyer, 
adviser), read and understand the Conditions of Sale. 

ASK RAY

QUESTION: If the rest of the world looks down at 
us because our horses get Lasix to race, why do 
so many foreigners continue to buy them?

 
ANSWER: The U.S. still produces very desirable bloodstock, 
but from 2007 to 2013, the number of North American 
horses exported to Europe has declined by 61 percent, from 
1,679 to 662.

continued on Page 5
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Stallion Spotlight
Hansen and The Factor

By Frank Mitchell

PRS

Two competitors on the track, Hansen and The Factor (pic-
tured), also have first-crop foals offered for sale at Keene-
land November. The pair share some common traits, in-
cluding a high turn of speed. Both are also gray, but more 
importantly, they are by two of the most important sires in 
America: Tapit and War Front.

True dominance in a sire attracts a host of breeders hop-
ing to use him, but most of them 
cannot get a season, even in to-
day’s exaggerated books. That re-
ality pushes their interest toward 
the sons of highly favored stallions 
and makes those sons a stronger 
proposition for farms to stand.

In each stallion’s first season at 
stud in 2013, Hansen covered 
147 mares who produced 102 
foals, and The Factor covered 135 
mares who produced 102 foals. 
In 2014, The Factor covered 151 
mares as his second book, but we 
do not know the number of mares 
sent to Hansen because he was no 
longer available in Kentucky.

Both young sires have first-crop weanlings available in Book 
1 at Keeneland November – but only a few. Hansen has 
two in Book 1, where The Factor has a trio.

Hansen was the first champion son of leading sire Tapit, 
winning the Eclipse Award as the top juvenile colt in 2011 
after a game victory over Union Rags in the Breeders’ Cup 
Juvenile. Acquired by Coolmore and retired to stud at Ash-
ford in Kentucky, Hansen served only one season in the 

Bluegrass before he was sold to the Korean Racing Au-
thority as a stallion for their breeding program.

As a result, the Hansen foals are a bit like collector’s items 
because we won’t be seeing any more after this crop.

The Hansen filly out of Allencat (by Storm Cat), Hip 26, is a 
half-sister to a pair of stakes horses, and Hip 182 is also a 

filly, a March 2 foal out of the Vicar 
mare R Lady Joy. The latter was a 
classy racehorse, winning the G2 
Delaware Oaks and finishing third in 
the G1 Alabama.

Among Hansen’s appeals to breed-
ers were his early maturity and 
status as a champion son of a lead-
ing sire who is very hard to get to. 
Likewise, The Factor is by one of the 
hottest international sires in War 
Front, and the latter is probably 
the hardest stallion in the world in 
which to acquire a season.

The Factor’s three hips in Book 1 
are also all fillies: Hips 269, 374, and 398. The first is a 
March 8 foal out of the End Sweep mare Charismatic Lady, 
and this filly is a half-sister to stakes winner Dad’s Crazy 
(Langfuhr), winner of the Miss Grillo Stakes at Belmont. Hip 
374 is out of stakes-placed Pastel Gal (Lemon Drop Kid), 
and Hip 398 is out of G2 winner Sayedah (Darshaan).

There will be further foals by both stallions in later books, 
as well.
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Honor Roll
Hardest Core a Gift to All Involved

By Scott Jagow

Random FactS
 by Ray Paulick

Thirty years ago, no guarantee seasons to 
Northern Dancer sold for as much as $1 
million. The average price of his 14 yearlings 
sold in 1984 was $3,320,357. He produced 

a lifetime percentage of 22.8 percent stakes winners 
to foals.

2010, Dark Bay gelding, Hard Spun--Lillybuster, by 
Housebuster. Consigned by Adena Springs to 2013 
Keeneland Nov. Sale, purchased by Gregory S. Bentley 
for $210,000

When the hammer falls at the sale, one never knows what 
remarkable turn of events might be in offing.

Prior to landing at the 2013 Keeneland November auction, 
Hardest Core was just another racehorse – an $87,000 
yearling purchase for Adena Springs who showed promise 
at the allowance level for one of Frank Stonach’s ownership 
investment companies. Horse owner Greg Bentley was 
looking to fulfill a promise to his son, Andrew, a young man 
born with Downs Syndrome who had developed a passion 
for racing. Greg got a tip from Edward Graham, a small-
stable trainer with a steeplechase background, that Hard-
est Core might be the perfect gift for Andrew.

Following the sale, Hardest Core was given time off and 
gelded, but the day after the procedure, the colt collapsed 
in distress from a hernia no one knew existed and nearly 

died. In a three-hour emergency operation that saved his 
life, veterinarians removed 18 feet of intestine.

“Any other horse may not have made it, but he recovered 
and the next day was banging his feed tub against the wall,” 
said Wendy Graham, Edward’s wife and assistant.

Hardest Core returned to the races last summer, win-
ning both starts and prompting his  connections to start 
dreaming. Despite being by dirt specialist Hard Spun out of 
a mare by champion sprinter Housebuster, Hardest Core 
was doing his best work going long on turf. The Grahams 
trained him that way, like a steeplechaser, and they decid-
ed, against the odds, to go for one of the top turf prizes in 
the land -- the Grade 1, $1 million Arlington Million. Andrew 
Bentley looked on, “excited, not nervous,” as Hardest Core 
surged past last year’s Breeders’ Cup Turf winner, Magi-
cian, to give Edward Graham his first graded stakes victory.

“Little trainers like me dream of something like that but 
never get the opportunity to have such a good horse,” said 
Graham.

While he fell short in Saturday’s Breeders’ Cup Turf, Hard-
est Core has done nothing to diminish his improbable tale 
or disappoint his grateful connections.

OPPORTUNITY + PROFITOPPORTUNITY + PROFIT DUE NORTHDUE NORTH
GET $1,000 PER SHIPPIN FOR ALLOWANCE STARTERS!

OPEN MSW PURSE $56,000, OVER 75% OPEN RACE CONDITIONS 

WoodbineRacetrack.com
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You grew up in a family full of horsemen. What’s the best 
piece of horsemanship wisdom that you learned growing 
up? My dad’s advice that when you’re raising horses, the 
more they’re outside, the better. The stall is kind of the en-
emy, and you only should use it when you absolutely have to. 

What’s your favorite quality in a good horse? A good 
eye, and that class and demeanor where they can handle 
stress. They seem to think about something that’s not in 
the here and now. All these good mares we get off the 
racetrack are all different shapes and sizes but they all 
seem to do that.

Did you grow up riding? I did. We used to go to the county 
fairs and show horses. We used to have cattle on the farm 
and my dad would drop us off at the farm early in the morn-
ing in the summers, and nobody would come to pick us up 
until he got off work at Gainesway and by then it might be 
dark. So we were constantly riding our horses, working 

the cattle. If we wanted lunch, 
we’d have to ride them a mile 
and a half down the road to 
get a lunch.

What’s your favorite part of 
the sales day? When we get 
it right and help the customer 
get the horse to the sale in the 
right way. You see that whole 
two-year cycle of work come 
to fruition, and the customer 
experiences two things—re-
lief and joy mixed together. 
To feel like you were a part of 
that, and share in that emotional ride they’ve been on, is re-
ally gratifying. Obviously it’s gut-wrenching when it doesn’t 
turn out that way, but when things come together that’s 
what makes you want to get out of bed in the morning.

Do you have favorite pastimes away from the farm? I 
wish I had time for more hobbies. I have two sons, and I 
try to adopt anything they’re into as a hobby to a certain 
degree. Music is probably my one easy release that I can fit 
into my life. I like anything from the Rolling Stones to Merle 
Haggard. My favorite quote about music is from Jerry Gar-
cia—‘There’s only two types of music—good and bad—and 
people who love music can tell the difference.’

Favorite vacation spot? St. John’s, U.S. Virgin Islands. My 
wife and I went down there on our honeymoon 17 years 
ago and we’ve been back 16 times since then. It’s a good 
place to decompress.

What’s the last thing you Googled? I Googled information 
on an electromagnetic field machine I saw at the sales. I 
saw it used on a horse, and it seemed like the horse got a 
lot of relief out of it.

Getting to know Taylor Made Sales Agency’s
Mark Taylor

Back Ring

 Saturday, Dec. 13, 2014     
            11:00 a.m.Entries must

be received
no later than
Nov. 15th

Consign Now!

3rd Annual Thoroughbred Sale

2829 South MacArthur Blvd.
Oklahoma City OK 73128

405.682.4551
www.heritageplace.com
email: info@heritageplace.com

MIXED SALE
HORSES OF ALL AGES
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Mother always said “breakfast is the most important 
meal,” and that’s especially true when you’re on the road 
and need that extra energy boost to get through a chal-
lenging day. In Lexington, there are a couple of relatively 
new upscale dining establishments that focus on break-
fast, and, to a lesser extent, lunch. One of those, Wild 
Eggs, is in the same Palomar shopping center at the 
busy intersection of Man o’ War and Harrodsburg Roads 
 that has attracted many a Keeneland race or sale-goer for 
dinner or drinks at Malone’s steakhouse. 

If the name is familiar it’s 
because Wild Eggs has 
three locations in Louisville. 
If co-owner Jeffrey Rothberg 
has his way, you’ll be see-
ing more Wild Eggs restau-
rants around the country. 
Rothberg’s mother harped 
on the same message 

about breakfast, and his restaurants are designed to fill 
you up with creative meals made from fresh ingredients. 

From the egg-shaped breakfast bar to the egg-themed art 
on the yoke-colored wall and the egg-like salt and pepper 
shakers, Wild Eggs is all about eggs. The menu offers build-
your-own omelet choices with a multitude of ingredients, 
along with themed omelets called Creole (shrimp, Andou-
ille sausage, etc), Wild Western (ham, jalapeno, etc.) and 
Surfer Girl (all veggie).There’s standard items from what 
Wild Eggs calls the Hen House (eggs and meat, country 
fried steak and eggs, corned beef hash and eggs), plus 
crepes, French toast, waffles, pancakes, crepes, oat-
meal and biscuits and gravy. But it’s the Wild Eggs origi-
nals that really set this menu apart from your basic ho-
tel coffee shop or friendly neighborhood Waffle House. 

There are a dozen of these originals with clever names 
like Jimmy the Greek Frittata (olives and feta cheese for 
breakfast?), Crabby Patty Bennie (crab meat) and Mexico 
City Maria’s Chilaquiles (a Mexican-style casserole), but we 
loved the Kalamity Katie’s Border Benedict: two poached 
eggs served over green chili cheddar corn cakes and cho-
rizo, with queso fundido, pico de gallo, green onions, avo-
cado and sour cream. Just a hint of “hot” in this dish gets 
your tastes buds going. Potatos and a muffin on the side.

Wild Eggs serves liquor under its Wild Libations menu 
(Tequila Sunrise, Proud Mary, Arnold Palmer, et al). 
But breakfast is what gets us going about Wild Eggs. Swing 
by on the way out to Keeneland or take a breakfast break 
after some early morning equine shopping. Mother would 
approve.

WildEggs.com at Palomar (near Malone’s) Open: Monday-
Friday, 6:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.; Saturday and Sunday, 7 a.m.-3 
p.m.

Around the Town
By The Galloping Gourmand

PRS

We will be at 
Keeneland Sales 
all week.
Please give us a call on 
859-270-7319 for more information.
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Read and understand a sale’s Medication Policy. They are there 
to protect both buyer and seller. 

•  If you’re a buyer looking at a horse, ask specific questions, and 
ask them of someone who is in position to know the answers. In 
the Love Me Only case, a general question (“does she have any 
problems?”) was asked by the Summer Wind camp of a groom 
who had brought the filly out to show. That handler likely knew 
very little of the mare’s history. 

•  If a horse being on medication is a concern, ask specific ques-
tions of the consignors about what a horse may be getting, how 
much, how often, and why. In the Summer Wind case, there was 
no specific question asked about medication. 

•  If you’re not satisfied with the answers, pay for a veterinary ex-
amination or move on to another horse or another barn. Summer 
Wind did not do an independent vet exam of Love Me Only. 

•  If you’re a consignor, keep meticulous records. They can save 
you if you wind up in litigation. In the Summer Wind case, there 
was confusion in paperwork  kept by Eaton Sales about medica-
tions and the date she was shod. 

•  If you’re an owner entering a horse for a sale, be sure all the 
information provided is accurate. Same goes for questionnaires 
a consignor may be asking about a horse you’ve sent his or her 
way. Ashford, on behalf of the owners, did not provide complete 
breeding history on Love Me Only to Keeneland or Eaton Sales.

The last thing anyone wants is to wind up in court. Better to 
spend money on a horse than a lawyer.

continued from Page 1

PRS
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Five to Watch

Hip 272 Ciao Bella (2009 mare by Giant’s Causeway x 
Bella Bellucci, by French Deputy): G3 winner Ciao Bella 
represents the third generation of stakes winners from 
this female family. Her dam Bella Bellucci won the G2 As-
tarita at 2. She is a full sister to Japanese highweight Ku-
rofune, and both are by the gorgeous Deputy Minister stal-
lion French Deputy. Ciao Bella is carrying her first foal from 
leading sire Speightstown.

Hip 297 Fiftyshadesofhay (2010 filly by Pulpit x Quiet 
Kim, by Real Quiet): Multiple G2 winner, this filly ran sec-
ond in the Alabama, Las Virgenes, and Personal Ensign 
and third in the Santa Anita Oaks, all at the G1 level. She 
came by her athletic ability honestly. Her dam was second 
in the G1 Santa Anita Oaks and is by Kentucky Derby and 
champion Real Quiet. The winner of nearly $1.1 million, Fif-
tyshadesofhay is a daughter of emerging broodmare sire 
Pulpit.

Hip 347 (2014 filly by Giant’s Causeway x Miss Du Bois, 
by Mr. Prospector): By leading stallion Giant’s Causeway, 

sire of more than 140 stakes winners, this filly is a half-sister 
to Film Maker, a G1 winner who earned more than $2.2 mil-
lion. They are out of a Mr. Prospector mare from the illustri-
ous family of Kittiwake.

Hip 350 Miss Serendipity (ARG) (2008 mare by Not for 
Sale x Marca Registrada, by Candy Stripes): Won at the 
G1 level on two continents, including the Estrellas Distaff in 
her homeland and the Gamely at Santa Anita this year. The 
sire is an important racehorse and sire who is also respon-
sible for international performer Asiatic Boy. This family has 
worked well with Mr. Prospector and Storm Cat sons.

Hip 402 (bay filly 2014 by Tapit x Serena’s Cat, by Storm 
Cat): This daughter of leading sire Tapit is out of a wondrous 
female family. The dam is a stakes winner, and the second 
dam is one of five stakes winners out of champion Serena’s 
Song. This filly’s dam has already produced a pair of G2 
stakes winners, including Remsen winner Honor Code. Tapit 
carries both the lines that sired the graded winners out of 
Serena’s Cat. PRS

A look at some of the sale’s top hips
By Frank Mitchell

B. Livingston photo

Throughout the sales | 12pm – 3pm
Lunch will be served.

Come see G1 winners

CROSS TRAFFIC, SHAKIN IT UP,

and back-to-back Breeders’ Cup Dirt Mile (G1)

winner GOLDENCENTS
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