
Bramlage Gives Best Prescription for Racing
By Natalie Voss

ASK RAY
QUESTION: Is our work force in jeopardy under the 
new president?
 
ANSWER: Elections have consequences. We have al-

ready seen tightening of the H2B visa program (which, ironically, 
President Trump uses for his Palm Beach home and at other 
companies he owns). Businesses like the horse industry may face 
serious workforce challenges in the months and years ahead.

Continued on Page 5

Dr. Larry Bram-
lage, renowned 
orthopedic sur-
geon specializing 
in Thoroughbred 
racehorses, said 
the time has come 
for those in the 
racing business to 
stop expecting the 
public to see things 
the same way 
horsemen do.

Speaking at Rood 
and Riddle Equine 
Hospital’s annual 
client education 

seminar last week, Bramlage was one of a panel of 
speakers fielding pre-selected audience questions. The 
veterinarian was asked to provide thoughts on the sen-
timent that medication is a significant factor negatively 
impacting the popularity of racing.

Bramlage, who served 22 years on the American As-
sociation of Equine Practitioners’ On Call team, believes 
there are three basic things the industry must do with 
regards to medication to improve public perception.

Firstly, Bramlage said the sport needs to eliminate 
race-day furosemide – not because it doesn’t work or 
he has serious concerns about its use but because the 
ship has sailed on convincing the public it is safe and 
necessary.

“I’m a big Lasix fan. It’s good for the horse,” he said. 
“But we cannot withstand the bad publicity that it cre-

ates worldwide. Society is against drugs, and they can’t 
tell the difference between heroin and Lasix.”

Bramlage is hopeful research set to be released later 
this year will demonstrate the administration time for 
furosemide could be pushed back further from the 
race without the drug losing effectiveness. Although he 
pointed out furosemide is quickly eliminated from the 
body, the drug could have lingering impacts. 

Bramlage used aspirin as an analogy: although it needs 
to be taken every few hours to reduce inflammation, one 
dose of it can increase bleeding for days, which is why 
people preparing for surgery are warned not to take it 
in the preceding week or two. Furosemide could simi-
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Stallion Spotlight
Going on ‘Holiday’

By Frank Mitchell

Sons of the late Harlan’s Holiday (by the Storm Cat stallion 
Harlan) are among the sires with the greatest represen-
tation at Fasig-Tipton’s Gulfstream Sale on March 1. The 
overall leading sire at the sale by number cataloged is the 
star son of Harlan’s Holiday, Grade 1 winner and leading 
sire Into Mischief.

He has 11 2-year-olds cataloged, and Shanghai Bobby, 
champion 2-year-old of 2012 by Harlan’s Holiday, is tied 
as the second-leading sire by number cataloged with 
eight. The other sire with eight 
juveniles in training cataloged is 
Malibu Moon (A.P. Indy), who is a 
very popular sire at every level.

Harlan’s Holiday himself was an 
exceptional sire of 2-year-old per-
formers, as well as in-training 
sales prospects, and as a result, it 
is not a great surprise that some 
of his quickest sons are attracting 
the fancy of breeders, consignors, 
and buyers.

Of the two Harlan’s Holiday stal-
lions most represented at the Gulf-
stream sale, Into Mischief is the proven article. A winner 
of the G1 Hollywood Futurity at 2, then the G1 Malibu 
Stakes at 3, Into Mischief has been a resounding success 
in his early innings at stud, with his leading racer being 
G1 winner Goldencents, who earned more than $3 million 
and twice won the Breeders’ Cup Dirt Mile. Into Mischief 
is currently represented by last season’s G1 juvenile win-
ner Practical Joke, who is a prospect for the classics this 
year.

Among the lots on offer at Gulfstream by Into Mischief is 
Hip No. 13, a bay colt out of the Candy Ride mare Wyn-
ning is Sweet. The dam is a full sister to stakes winner 
Wynning Ride, who was also second in the G1 Hollywood 
Starlet and was third in the G1 Coaching Club American 
Oaks.

A G1 winner at 2 like Into Mischief, Shanghai Bobby went 
unbeaten as a juvenile in five starts, including the G1 
Breeders’ Cup Juvenile and Champagne Stakes, and he 

was voted the Eclipse Award as lead-
ing 2-year-old colt. Out of the brood-
mare Steelin, who is a daughter of 
the Eclipse Award champion sprinter 
Orientate (Mt. Livermore), Shanghai 
Bobby shows a good deal of the quick 
look associated with his broodmare 
sire, as well as with his highly success-
ful sire.

Harlan’s Holiday made his name as a 
stallion by getting a preponderance of 
offspring with speed, and they were 
noteworthy physically for being aver-
age size in height and above average 

for strength and muscularity on top. 
From very early evidence, Shanghai Bobby is following this 
pattern with his own stock, and the dark brown stallion 
has been turning out medium-sized, quick-looking speci-
mens who have taken the re-sales professionals by storm.

Among his lots at the Gulfstream sale is Hip 30, a dark 
brown colt out of the Pine Bluff mare Can’t Bluff Me. This 
colt is a half-brother to G3 Gotham Stakes winner Like 
Now (Jules), and the second dam is a half-sister to the sire 
Raised Socially and the major producer Sociable Duck. PRS

For more information call  
Sean Feld at (859) 519-9665

SHARES AVAILABLE.

Into Mischief
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Honor Roll
‘Woman’s Intuition’ Led Cary Frommer 

to Bradester

2010 B colt, Lion Heart -- Grandestofall, by Grand 
Slam. Consigned by Denali Stud to 2014 Fasig-Tip-
ton Midlantic Fall Sale, purchased by Cary Frommer, 
agent, for $20,000.

As much as pinhooker Cary Frommer liked the look of 
Bradester when she saw him as a yearling at the Fasig-
Tipton Midlantic Fall sale, she nearly missed the opportu-
nity to buy the son of Lion Heart. She’d bid on a horse in 
the ring several hips before Bradester, and was on the 
phone speaking with that owner; somehow, she completely 
missed the colt in the ring.

“I was so mad at myself,” Frommer said. 

Luckily, he didn’t sell, and the consigner walked up to From-
mer immediately after Bradester left the ring. She was 
able to purchase him right then for $20,000. 

“He was a plain brown wrapper,” Frommer remembered. 
“He was nothing flashy, but there was really nothing wrong 
with him. He had a very, very kind eye. I understand why he 
got missed by so many people, because he was so plain 
looking. But he grew into a magnificent horse.”

When she brought Bradester to Fasig-Tipton’s Florida 
Select Sale of 2-year-olds in training, he commanded 
$195,000 from Joseph Sutton, whose agent Barry Berkel-
hammer had overseen the colt’s early training.
Now a 7-year-old, Bradester is set to begin his stallion 
career at Valor Farm in Texas, having earned more than 
$1.1 million over the course of his career. His biggest 
achievement was a Grade 1 victory at the age of six, win-
ning the Stephen Foster Handicap by a half-length in a very 
game performance over Eagle and Majestic Harbor. 

“One of the things I’m most proud of about him is that he 
won and ran for so long,” said Frommer. “The 2-year-old 
sales sometimes get a bad rap of abusing horses, and I’m 
proud of the fact that he won a Grade 1 at six, and every 
year he was winning graded stakes.”

In 2016, Frommer sold a pair of 2-year-olds by hot young 
sire Uncle Mo for over $1 million each; they had been 
purchased for $90,000 and $150,000 as yearlings.

“I don’t know if I can top that,” she laughed. “Every now 
and then, I just get like that where I have to have a horse, 
if at all possible. And usually I’m very happy afterward. It’s 
kind of a woman’s intuition thing.”

Frommer is optimistic about the selection she’s brought 
to this year’s Fasig-Tipton Florida sale, a consignment led 
by Hip 156, a son of More Than Ready.

“There’s just not a slouch in the group,” she said.

PRS
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Anyone who has 
spent time around 
the racetrack knows 
racehorses have a 
wide variety of spe-
cies as companions. 
Goats, cats, dogs, 
even birds of various 
types are all common-
place. Every once in a 
while though, there’s 
someone who wants 

to do things a little differently, a “black sheep” of sorts.

Lauren Wink keeps her horse, an off-track Thoroughbred named 
Zealous Blonde, at a farm in New Jersey. When a friend pur-
chased a sheep for $17 at a livestock auction, Wink told her to 
try turning the sheep, named Dottie, out with Zealous Blonde. The 
two seemed to bond well, so when Wink’s friend decided to move 
her horses to another facility, Wink offered her friend a choice.

“I said, ‘If that sheep wants to stay, I’ll adopt her,’” said Wink. “It 
was like a Hallmark movie. She loaded her horses up onto the 
trailer, and the sheep ran into the barn and just looked at my 
mare. I was like, ‘She’s staying.’”

And so, Wink’s family now includes an elderly sheep.

Dottie is a Jacob’s cross breed sheep of approximately 15 years 
old and yes, she is black with a white blaze and white rings around 
her legs. Wink never had a sheep before Dottie decided to keep 
rooming with Zealous Blonde, but she said Dottie seems to be in 
good health. She noted Dottie’s intelligence has been one of the 
most surprising parts of owning a sheep.

“Even in the field when my mare starts running around and acting 
like a fool, Dottie goes under the fence and waits till she’s done, 
then she comes back and grazes,” said Wink. “They’re very smart 

animals and I never realized that.”

Dottie even sleeps in the stall with Zealous Blonde, and so far 
seems to know how to bunk in the corner without getting stepped 
or rolled on.

Wink is happy to indulge the mare in her choice of companions. 
After what she’s been through, she deserves it. Wink broke Zeal-
ous Blonde to ride for Peter Kazamias at Kaz Hill Farm in Middle-
town, N.Y., after which she lost track of the mare when she was 
claimed away at the track. Wink eventually discovered Zealous 
Blonde had been rescued from being sold to slaughter by a Cana-
dian woman and was able to acquire her back. 

Through Wink’s patient guidance (and Dottie’s calming influence), 
Zealous Blonde has now dabbled in hunters, dressage, trail riding, 
hunter paces, and natural horsemanship. 

“I’m riding her bitless at the moment, which I never thought I’d be 
riding her, doing a shoulder in bitless. My goal eventually is to do 
dressage with [no bridle or saddle], just mane,” she said. “Every-
body says, ‘These chestnut Thoroughbred mares are crazy’ so 
I’m out to prove everyone wrong.”
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An OTTB And Her Black Sheep
By Natalie Voss



larly have impacts on the body well after much of it has 
been metabolized.

Secondly, Bramlage encouraged attendees to support 
the Barr-Tonko bill creating uniform oversight for the 
sport. Although he initially had reservations, Bramlage 
said he has changed his stance, particularly since it 
would make laboratory testing and funding more con-
sistent.  The legislation, currently dormant, would put 
the non-governmental, independent United States Anti-
Doping Agency in charge of a national uniform medica-
tion program.

Barr-Tonko was formally known as the Thoroughbred 
Horseracing Integrity Act of 2015 and introduced by 
Republican Congressman Andy Barr of Kentucky and 
Democratic Congressman Paul Tonko of New York. 
Opposition to the bill from the National Horsemen’s 
Benevolent and Protective Association and others 
came on several fronts, including the fact that it would 
reopen the Interstate Horseracing Act of 1978 permit-
ting interstate simulcast. 

Proponents of a new bill, which is expected to be intro-
duced in the next few months with additional sponsors, 
have addressed many of the concerns expressed by the 
NHBPA and others.

“It’s come a long way,” Bramlage said. “There are still 
some petrifying things about it; the Humane Society of 
the United States is involved, and I don’t trust them as 
far as from here to the back of the room; however, they 
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Continued from Page 1

have huge political clout, and if you’re going to pass it, 
we’re probably going to need them.

“I have changed from being opposed to it to thinking it’s 
our best chance. It’s our best chance because 98-plus 
percent of our positives are laboratory screw-ups or 
mistakes in the barn. We can’t get rid of the mistakes in 
the barn, but we can reduce them if there’s not different 
race rules for every racing jurisdiction.”

Lastly, Bramlage said veterinarians and the racing 
industry need to get better at communicating with the 
public about improvements in welfare policy. Much of the 
racing public is under the impression other countries do 
a better job policing medication than the United States, 
but Bramlage said people would be surprised to learn 
what is actually permitted ahead of a foreign classic 
race. 

Two weeks out from the Epsom Derby, for example, 
Bramlage said a veterinarian can inject all of a horse’s 
joints without fear of penalty as long as the treatment is 
reported to authorities in Britain. A veterinarian treating 
a Kentucky Derby contender would be limited in whether 
and how he or she could inject a Thoroughbred’s joint 
before the race, for fear of causing an overage.

“Our story is much better than we tell it,” he said. “We’ve 
already been beaten down by the PR machine. We have 
to make people understand that we’re making prog-
ress.” PRS

Perscriptions        Supplies         Therapy         Supplements       Compounds
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Ithinkisawapudycat, who was stakes-placed during her 
racing career and who is a half-sister herself to Canadian 
champion Spring in the Air (Spring at Last).

Hip 145 (Bay filly by Medaglia d’Oro x Starinthemead-
ow, by Meadowlake): This well-grown January foal is by 
leading sire Medaglia d’Oro, the sire of such star fillies as 
Horse of the Year Rachel Alexandra and champion Song-
bird. This filly is a half-sister to Weemissfrankie (Sunriver), 
winner of the G1 Del Mar Debutante and Oak Leaf Stakes, 
as well as third in the Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies. An-
other half-sister is G2-placed Stop Smiling, who was third 
in the Sorrento Stakes.

Hip 153 (Bay colt by Tiznow x Sweet Damsel, by 
Turkoman): This growthy colt is by Horse of the Year 
Tiznow, winner of the Breeders’ Cup Classic and $6.4 
million. This colt is also a full sibling to five other racers 
who’ve earned more than $100,000, most notably Colo-
nel John, winner of the G1 Travers Stakes and G1 Santa 
Anita Derby, and Mr. Hot Stuff, who was third in the Santa 
Anita Derby.

Five to Watch: 
A look at some of the sale’s top hips

By Frank Mitchell

in just his 
        second start on dirt 
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Hip 5 (Chestnut filly by Orb x Weekend Romance, by Old 
Forester): This filly is from the first crop by 2012 Kentucky 
Derby winner Orb (by Malibu Moon). Winner of the G1 Florida 
Derby and Fountain of Youth prior to his victory at Churchill 
Downs and afterward third in the Belmont Stakes and Trav-
ers, Orb earned more than $2.6 million and is one of 97 
stakes winners by his sire. This filly is out of stakes winner 
Weekend Romance and is the mare’s second foal.

Hip 38 (Gray colt by Tapit x Christmas Star, by Star de 
Naskra: This May foal is by the wildly popular sire Tapit (Pul-
pit), who has led the general sire list in North America the 
past three years. In addition, this colt is a half-brother to G1 
winner Cuvee (Carson City) and to G2 stakes winner Will He 
Shine (Silver Deputy). Their dam has produced four additional 
stakes horses, including Harpoon, a graded stakes-placed full 
brother to this colt.

Hip 80 (Bay colt by Tapit x Ithinkisawapudycat, by Blue-
grass Cat: This son of leading sire Tapit is a March foal and 
a full brother to last season’s G1 winner Sweet Loretta (Spi-
naway). The full siblings are out of the Bluegrass Cat mare PRS


