
‘Sweet Tooth’ and the Long Reach of 
Calumet’s Broodmares

By Natalie Voss

ASK RAY
QUESTION: Where is the business headed in 
2017?
 
ANSWER: I don’t see any game changers on the 

horizon for racing, so more of the same. Tracks will struggle 
with field size, and that’s the biggest driver of pari-mutuel han-
dle. Bloodstock markets have been stable, but a shortage of 
end users is weakening the middle market for yearlings. 

Continued on Page 5

When mares and weanlings come through the sales ring 
this January, potential buyers will take a glance at the 
pedigrees printed in the sale catalogue. But of course, the 
story of any horse’s family is bigger than it looks in black 
and white, and it’s also bigger than the sire lines so many 
people know.
 
Horses with Gio Ponti and Anees on their page at this 
year’s Keeneland January carry on the name of Alydar, but 
also of his dam, Sweet Tooth. Voted Broodmare of the Year 
in 1977 – Alydar’s 2-year-old season –  the daughter of 
On-And-On was one in a long list of hugely successful mares 
and paralleled the success of Calumet Farm’s legendary 
program.
 
Sweet Tooth was herself stakes-placed, having finished 
second in the 1967 Alcibiades at Keeneland, and earned 
over $86,000 before her retirement as a 4-year-old. Little 
seems to have been written about her as an individual 
except that Calumet manager Melvin Cinnamon thought 
she was ”one of those nice mares to have around” and that 
Alydar, her 1975 Raise a Native son, was eye-catching 
from the very beginning, even on a farm boasting many 
promising foals.
 
She also produced Our Mims, multiple graded stakes win-
ner who was named Champion 3-Year-Old Filly in 1977, as 
well as stakes winner Sugar And Spice (who, in addition to 
winning graded stakes races herself, retired to Our Mims 
Retirement Haven, which was created in honor of her half-
sister).
 
Sweet Tooth’s success as a broodmare came at a good 
time for Calumet, which was experiencing a decline from its 
glory days past. From 1964 to 1977, Calumet raced just 
20 stakes winners, comparatively low given its dominance 
in the 1940s and 1950s. Top stallion Bull Lea had died in 

1964; trainer Ben Jones died in 1961 and his son Jimmy 
retired three years later.  
 
Sweet Tooth didn’t come from the very first successful 
female line on the farm, but she was among the first. Her 
third dam was Blue Delight, a daughter of Blue Larkspur 
purchased by Warren Wright, son of Calumet’s founder. 
Blue Delight is said to have been of reasonable size and 
strength, a multiple stakes winner over three seasons. 
Wright paid $25,000 for Blue Delight, who by then had 
produced two foals, and made her into a matriarch.
 
(According to Edward Bowen’s book “Matriarchs,” Wright 
is believed to have considered purchasing Blue Delight’s 
sister for $15,000 instead, and asked bloodstock expert 
Olin Gentry why he shouldn’t lean toward a bargain. Gentry 
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Stallion Spotlight
Cairo Prince
By Ray Paulick

While American Pharoah was making history in 2015 as rac-
ing’s 12th Triple Crown winner, another son of Pioneerof the Nile 
was going about his business away from the spotlight, but leaving 
a very favorable impression on horsemen.

Cairo Prince, born in 2011, a year before American Pharoah, 
joined the Airdrie Stud stallion roster in 2015 after a racing ca-
reer that began with great promise and ended prematurely and 
in disappointing fashion. 

Bred by Richard and Katherine Elam, 
Cairo Prince was a Keeneland Janu-
ary graduate for St. George Sales, 
selling for $200,000 to Vinery Blood-
stock and Whisper Hill Farm. Entered 
in the Keeneland September Yearling 
Sale later that year by Vinery Sales, 
agent, Cairo Prince was purchased for 
$250,000 by Steve Shahinian, agent 
for Terrence Murray’s Namcook Sta-
bles.  

He won his first two starts in New 
York as a 2-year-old for trainer Kiaran 
McLaughlin, including the G2 Nashua 
in eye-catching fashion, then finished a 
dirty nose behind Honor Code in the G2 Remsen after a stretch-
long battle. Wicked Strong finished third.

While those two rivals would go on to G1 success, Cairo Prince 
had his career cut short after just two more races. He made his 
3-year-old debut with a dominating  5 ¾-length victory in the G2 
Holy Bull Stakes, followed by a fourth in the G1 Florida Derby. 

He came out of that race with an injury that required removal 
of an ankle chip. Cairo Prince never fully recovered to go back in 
training and was retired in October.

After the Holy Bull, when Cairo Prince moved to the top of many 
Kentucky Derby lists, Sheikh Mohammed’s Darley bought con-
trolling interest in the colt from Murray, Paul Braverman, Harvey 
Clarke and Craig Robertson. When the time came to retire him, 
an agreement was reached to launch his career at Airdrie.

Cairo Prince has been well supported right from the start.

“His book has been completely full his first three years,” said Aird-
rie’s Bret Jones. “And not just full, but full with quality.”

Cairo Prince’s initial fee was $10,000 
live foal, but after American Pharoah’s 
sensational racing year, it was boosted to 
$15,000 for the 2016 and 2017 breed-
ing seasons.

Breeders who brought his first weanlings 
to market in 2016 fared very well. Of 24 
Cairo Prince weanlings offered, 20 sold for 
an average price of $87,850 and a me-
dian price of $80,000.

One colt, produced from the graded stakes-
placed Indian Charlie mare Visavis, brought 
$200,000. Another colt, out of stakes pro-

ducer Evening Princess, by Monarchos, sold for $180,000.

For the Keeneland January sale, Cairo Prince has 12 yearlings 
catalogued. Among the Book 1 yearlings is Hip 422, a colt out 
of the Stormy Atlantic mare Maggies Storm. Among her seven 
foals to race is Grade 1 winner Comma to the Top.

Hip 630 is a gray or roan filly out of the Giant’s Causeway mare 
Affluenza, dam of  $229,151 earner Hard to Name and from 
the family of Claiborne Farm’s Nijinsky II mare State, dam of five 
stakes winners. PRS

For more information call Sean Feld at (859) 519-9665



Inquiries to Grant Williamson at 859.873.7053
www.threechimneys.com

@ three_chimneys

Posted 8 Consecutive Triple Digit Beyers

“Palace Malice (Curlin), makes a lot of appeal 

in his second season at Three Chimneys...

what really clinched his reputation were 

four straight wins in the first half 

of his 4-year-old year in 2014, 

culminating in the GI Met Mile, 

in which he defeated two-time 

GI Breeders’ Cup Dirt Mile winner

 Goldencents; in the last three 

of those wins, Palace Malice ran 

BEYERS of 112-114-112.”
 
- Bill Oppenheim

Curlin’s Best Son
Curlin was the sire of 5 Grade 1 winners

and 2 eClipse finalists in 2016

LGB, LLC 2017 / Photo: Adam Coglianese

$20,000 S&N



LEADING SON OF TAPIT 
BY G1 WINS & GSW WINS

TONALIST
Tapit - Settling Mist, by Pleasant Colony

G1W GSW Stud Fee

TONALIST 4 6 $30,000

FROSTED 3 5 $50,000

CONSTITUTION 2 2 $25,000

TAPIZAR 1 3 $15,000

LE-3763-Tonalist-PR FP-Jan 5.indd   1 1/5/17   11:39 AM
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Florida Thoroughbred 
Farm Managers’, Inc.

www.starquine.com

Auction Preview is January 10th, 
Auction is Live on January 11th 

and ends at 8:00 pm, 
Friday, January 13th.

Annual Charity 
Auction of  

No-Guarantee 
Stallion 
Seasons

Honor Roll
Feld Gets ‘Lucky’ With Miss Temple City

2012 Dk B mare, Temple City – Glittering Tax, 
by Artax. Consigned by Three Chimneys to 2013 
Keeneland Jan. Sale, $10,000 RNA.

Everyone in horse racing knows there’s a bit of luck in-
volved. In the case of Miss Temple City, it was more like 
a lot of luck -- and the right people.

Bob Feld was wandering around the Keeneland Janu-
ary Sale in 2011, looking for a mare to consummate a 
lifetime breeding right deal to Spendthrift’s new stal-
lion, Temple City. Just then, Spendthrift stallion direc-
tor Mark Toothaker happened to walk up, and a quick 
discussion had the two men agreeing to partner on the 
mare.

“Literally minutes later, this mare walked into the ring,” 
said Feld. “Sean (Feld’s son) noticed that she was in foal 
to Tiz Wonderful, whose weanlings were selling for an 
average of $25,000 at the time, and the bidding had 
stalled at $4,000. Mark decided to go in and bid, and I 
decided to take a shot with him.”

That weanling out of Glittering Tax (by Artax) brought 
the average price, and was named Paganol; the gelding 
has won five of 11 starts for $180,000 in earnings. 
Feld bought out Toothaker’s share in the mare and bred 
her to Temple City. The resulting filly was entered in the 
2013 Keeneland January sale.

“I was kind of on the fence going into the sale,” admitted 
Feld. “She was just a big, kind of pretty short yearling 
and we thought if we got crazy money, we’d sell her. 
Temple City wasn’t real popular going into stud, as a 
long-distance poly-turf horse.”

He’d hoped the filly might bring between $25,000 to 

$30,000. The bidding stopped at $10,000, and Feld 
decided not to sell. Now a three-time Grade 1 winner, 
with earnings of $1.4 million, Miss Temple City has 
proven that to be a solid decision.

“It was strictly a lucky situation,” Feld said. “I loved Tem-
ple City’s physical, Dynaformer, Roberto. Even though 
he wasn’t the most obvious stallion, I have the patience 
to breed to one like that.”

Trained by Graham Motion and owned in a partner-
ship that includes Sagamore Farm, Miss Temple City 
collected all of her G1 victories last year. Her full sister, 
a year younger, is Pricedtoperfection, now a graded 
stakes winner with earnings of over $250,000. Feld 
even got a solid return on Glittering Tax, selling her in 
2015 for $275,000.

“You never imagine you’re selling a three-time Grade 1 
winner,” he laughed. PRS

By Chelsea Hackbarth
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PRS

Paulick Report features edi-
tor Natalie Voss, a Virginia na-
tive and University of Kentucky 
equine science graduate, won 
the 2016 Eclipse Award in the 
News Enterprise category for 
her article on head trauma 
and the struggles of disabled 
former jockey Gwen Jocson.

How did you get in the business?
My Mom would stick me in front of the television on Ken-
tucky Derby day when I was 5 or 6, and I just latched on 
to Thoroughbreds. I don’t know why I was so fascinated 
by Charismatic in the 1999 Derby post parade (she was 
10 years old), but after he won the Derby and Preakness 
I was hooked on him. After his retirement, I kept following 
him, and that gave me a way to learn how the business 
works outside of racing.
 
What about the horse industry gives you the most 
hope?
I think meeting individual people who are in it for the right 
reasons and who really feel about their horses the way I 
feel about horses. That you should be doing everything you 
can for them.
 
What’s your favorite part of the game?
Walking over with the horses for the Kentucky Derby; any 
big race day really. The preparation is done, and this is the 
moment everyone waits for. That’s pretty cool.
 
What is your biggest concern for the industry’s future?
I think it’s the complexity of solving any one given issue. 
There are some things we’ve reported, problems that 
are the responsibility of individual tracks or of individual 

states. Everything becomes more complicated and multi-
faceted because there are so many different pieces.

Has there been a defining moment for what you do?
The first thing I think of with investigative stories is when 
there is an actual response. We always talk about writ-
ing for a purpose, to make something better. When that 
happens, it makes everything worth it.
 
How does your riding background help your writing?
It’s given me a really good base of horse care and man-
agement skills and concepts I wouldn’t have instilled in 
me if I had not been a rider. It also gives me an apprecia-
tion for what jockeys and exercise riders do.
 
Who’s the best jockey you’ve seen ride?
I was really young when he was riding, but I always ap-
preciated Pat Day. He was so good at being quiet and 
patient and reading what the horse needed. Mike Smith 
is good at that, too.

What’s No. 1 on your bucket list?
I always wanted to gallop a horse on an actual track.

MIXED SALE – HORSES OF ALL AGES

2829 South MacArthur Blvd., 
Oklahoma City OK 73128
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recalls telling him, “Mr. Wright, If it weren’t for Blue Delight, 
you would never even have heard of the other one.”)
 
Blue Delight became third dam to stakes winner Go Lightly 
and appears in the pedigree of graded stakes winner 
Strawberry Wine. She also produced Real Delight, who was 
heralded by Calumet manager Paul Ebelhardt as a mare 
who “could be another Twilight Tear.” Real Delight was a 
champion 3-year-old filly on the track, winning 11 of 12 
races the same year Hill Gail won the Kentucky Derby for 
the farm.
 
Blue Delight and Real Delight did their best work as brood-
mares during the height of the farm’s success. Real Delight 
was born two years after the farm surpassed $1 million in 
purse earnings (in 1947) and was on the track in the same 
year stablemate Citation became the first horse to achieve 
millionaire status. In the same year of her birth, Calumet 
homebred Coaltown was made Champion Handicap Horse.
 
Real Delight produced Plum Cake by Ponder, who won the 
Jasmine Stakes (and who was one of three stakes win-
ners out of her dam, from ten foals). Plum Cake, in turn, 
produced Sweet Tooth, but also Plum Bold, who eventu-
ally became a leading sire in South Africa. She also foaled 
Christmas Past, who became the Champion Three-Year-Old 
Filly of 1982.
 
Although Sweet Tooth is certainly the main highlight of the 
Blue Delight line, she’s not the only broodmare with signifi-
cant influence on the history books. Real Delight ultimately 
became the fourth dam for Preakness winner and sire 
Codex, and third dam to multiple graded stakes winner Emi-
nency. Blue Delight also produced Princess Turia, who won 
the Kentucky Oaks in 1956 and produced 1968 Kentucky 
Derby/Preakness winner Forward Pass, who stood much 
of his stud career in Japan.
 
Sweet Tooth’s most famous offspring, Alydar, trained by 
John Veitch, may be best known for his long-running rivalry 
with 1978 Triple Crown winner Affirmed. Favored in the 
Kentucky Derby, Alydar lost to Affirmed by 1 ½ lengths. 
He closed the gap to a neck in the Preakness, then battled 
nose-to-nose with Affirmed throughout much of the Bel-
mont Stakes’ mile and a half, falling a head short at the 
wire.
 
Over three seasons of racing, Alydar won 14 of 26 starts 
and earned $957,195. Alydar was a 1989 inductee to 
the National Museum of Racing and Hall of Fame. He died 
the following year at Calumet under a cloud of suspicion 
after suffering an injury in his stall. Calumet went bankrupt 
shortly after his death.

Gio Ponti remains the primary stallion actively passing 
along Sweet Tooth’s line through Alydar, but the family is 
still felt through the offspring of Alysheba, Anees, Turkom-
an, Criminal Type, and Strike the Gold.
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Standing: First Dude & Bahamian Squall • Contact Roger Brand,
Jimmy Alexander or Melissa Anthony for stallion inquiries
899 S.W. 85th Ave., Ocala, FL  34481 • (352) 237-3834 

Fax: (352) 237-6069 • visit-www.doublediamondfarm.com

https://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Dude/130049330338431

Donald R.Dizney

Hunting For a Stallion...
Winners in 2017 at Santa Anita & Aqueduct

Lifetime Progeny Earnings Over 4 Million

56% WINNERS FROM STARTERS

Sired Back to Back Winners 
of FSS $500 My Dear Girl

FIRST DUDE
2017 Fee: $10,000

by Stephen Got Even–Run Sarah Run by Smart Strike

Continued from Page 1
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winner My Pal Lana, and Sister Friend earned $256,957 
in a lengthy racing career. She is due to produce her 
first foal in 2017 on an April 6 cover to classic winner 
Palace Malice (by Curlin).

Hip 187 Then She Laughs (2001 bay mare by Distort-
ed Humor x Dances With Quack, by Sovereign Danc-
er): This stakes winner is a good daughter of leading sire 
Distorted Humor (Forty Niner). Then She Laughs has 
produced a pair of stakes horses, both by the Storm Cat 
horse Bluegrass Cat. The best of these was Saratoga 
stakes winner Zow. Their dam is in foal to leading sire 
Speightstown on a March 8 cover.

Hip 775 Innocent Love (2010 bay mare by Grand 
Slam x Rich in Love, by Seattle Slew): This stakes-
winning mare is a daughter of G1 winner and important 
sire Grand Slam (Gone West). Her dam is a winning 
half-sister to six stakes horses, including half-million win-
ners Big Jewel and Miss Gibson County. Innocent Love is 
carrying her second foal on a Feb. 26 cover to champion 
Uncle Mo.

Five to Watch: 
A look at some of the sale’s top hips

By Frank Mitchell

G1 Gold on 
Dirt and Turf

the most
accomplished son
of MEDAGLIA D’ORO
in the world

“Mshawish always impressed me with 
his versatility, high-cruising speed, 
and ability to also have an exciting 
turn of foot. He was top class on 
both surfaces, and showed up every 
time we led him over.”    -Todd Pletcher

Available for inspection throughout
the KEENELAND JANUARY SALE

Hip 50 Miss Major (2011 bay mare by Candy Ride x 
Double Major, by Bertrando): By leading sire Candy Ride, 
this young mare is out of a half-sister to champion Shared 
Belief (by Candy Ride). Double Major was stakes-placed in 
her own racing career and is one of three stakes horses 
out of the Storm Cat mare Common Hope. The latter is a 
half-sister to G1 winner Key Phrase. Miss Major is in foal to 
champion and leading sire Uncle Mo.

Hip 145 Siren Serenade (2006 bay mare by Unbridled’s 
Song x Versailles Treaty, by Danzig): In foal to leading sire 
Tapit, this mare is the dam of two $1 million sales horses 
from the last two years, including G1-placed Luminance 
(Tale of the Cat). Siren Serenade is a daughter of leading 
broodmare sire Unbridled’s Song and is out of four-time G1 
winner Versailles Treaty. Siren Serenade is a half-sister to 
G1 winner George Vancouver and to G2 winner Saarland.

Hip 147 Sister Friend (2007 Dark bay mare by Mine-
shaft x My Pal Lana, by Kris S.): By Horse of the Year 
Mineshaft, this mare is a half-sister to 2016 Queen’s Plate 
winner Sir Dudley Digges (Gio Ponti). They are out of stakes PRS


