
How Old Is ‘Too Old’ For A Broodmare?
By Natalie Voss
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According to figures released last month by The Jockey Club, 
33,746 Thoroughbred broodmares visited stallions this past 
breeding season. With an average gestation of roughly 11 ½ 
months, it’s not uncommon for mares to take several foals 
before they produce their best offspring, which could have 
them in production for years. A quick scan of recent Kentucky 
Broodmares of the Year reinforces this notion: Dear Birdie 
delivered eventual classic winner Birdstone when she was 14 
years old. Somethingroyal was 18 when she had Secretariat, 
and Better Than Honour was 17 when she foaled Jazil (Rags 
To Riches came along the following year). 

But how should a manager make the tough (and sometimes 
financially-fraught) call to pension a broodmare? 

There are no hard and fast rules regarding the brood-
mare’s age, according to Dr. Tamara Dobbie, director of the 
Hofmann Center for Animal Reproduction at the University 
of Pennsylvania’s New Bolton Center. There are a few things 
to consider when looking at the individual in front of you.

The first and most obvious is the likelihood of the mare to 
successfully get in foal. Dobbie sees some mares who experi-
ence fertility problems in their early teens, and others who 
remain reliably productive until their early 20s. A better pre-
dictor seems to be when the mare first went into production, 
and how consistently she produced foals. Dobbie has found 
mares who began breeding in their mid-teens are more likely 
to encounter problems than those who start earlier.

“We often recommend that older broodmares continue to 
carry pregnancies yearly or every other year until the mare 
is retired,” said Dobbie. “Broodmares that are given several 
‘years off’ in their late teens can be very challenging to get 
back in foal.”

An older mare could be more likely to develop health condi-
tions of her own that may complicate carrying a foal. Meta-

bolic syndrome and Cushing’s disease become more likely 
as a horse ages, and both can impact fertility. Even without 
those problems, older horses generally tend to have more 
difficulty maintaining an appropriate weight, particularly in 
fall and winter. 

“In older mares, paying attention to basic things like body 
condition score is very important,” said Dobbie. “Older 
mares often require adjustments to feeding, as well as 
more attention to their teeth in order to maintain a good 
body condition score. Mares in poor body condition are 
much more prone to problems with vulvar conformation 
that can predispose them to windsucking and subsequent 
uterine irritation or even infection.
  
“If a mare does get pregnant in spite of windsucking, prob-
lems can still occur during gestation.  For example, mares 
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ASK RAY
QUESTION:  Why don’t more states install his-
torical racing machines to supplement purses?

ANSWER:  Good question. More than $2 billion 
has been wagered on historical racing in Kentucky. Rac-
ing’s share has made Kentucky Downs purses the high-
est daily average in the country and have really helped Ellis 
Park. There are several states that could benefit from this 
form of pari-mutuel wagering.
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Stallion Spotlight

Just as close as they finished in the Grade 1 Whitney Stakes 
at Saratoga in 2015, Honor Code (by A.P. Indy) and Liam’s 
Map (Unbridled’s Song) are head and head in the young sire 
stakes being played out at the Keeneland November sale.

Both retired at the end of last season, stand at Lane’s End 
Farm, and covered large books of quality mares this spring. 
Now some of the mares from their first books are coming 
to auction while breeders and blood-
stock gamblers evaluate the pros-
pects of these high-class perform-
ers as sires of the next generation.

The correct estimation of a young 
sire’s ability to pass along athleti-
cism and appeal could mean signifi-
cant rewards for buyers, whether 
they plan to race the offspring them-
selves or to sell them as weanlings 
or yearlings.

As a result, there are always plenty 
of speculators assessing the mare 
market with an eye to the covering 
stallions, and while the mares in foal 
to American Pharoah will be ringing the bell for high prices, 
some canny judges of breeding stock are keeping a close 
eye on the initial offering of mares in foal to last season’s 
two top older horses: Honor Code and Liam’s Map.

A winner in 6 of his 11 starts, Honor Code was one of the 
sharpest juveniles by his famous sire A.P. Indy. Winner of 
his debut at Saratoga, Honor Code was a good second in 
the G1 Champagne Stakes (to Havana) by a neck, and then 
won the G2 Remsen Stakes to finish his juvenile campaign. 

The dark brown colt effectively missed his second season, 
with a win and a second from two starts, then came back 
at 4 to be champion of his division.

Although Honor Code was also winner of the G1 Metro-
politan Handicap and G2 Gulfstream Park Handicap, the 
decisive race in his championship season was his Whitney 
Stakes victory over Liam’s Map.

Liam’s Map had the speed and the 
fluid stride to lead and carry the field 
through six furlongs in 1:09.72 and a 
mile in 1:34.66. At the stretch call, Li-
am’s Map led by 4 ½ lengths and the 
race appeared his, but Honor Code 
was closing. The near-black son of 
A.P. Indy closed through the stretch 
in one of the most exciting races of 
the year to win by a long head that 
was officially called a “neck.” 

A winner in 6 of his 8 starts, Liam’s 
Map was one of the most talented 
racers by his sire Unbridled’s Song, 

the sire of 103 stakes winners in a 
lengthy career at stud. Racing at 3 and 4, Liam’s Map won 
the G1 Breeders’ Cup Dirt Mile in his final start on the same 
Breeders’ Cup card where Honor Code was third to Ameri-
can Pharoah in the Classic.

Now each of these high-class young stallions has a half-doz-
en in-foal mares consigned to the first day of the Keeneland 
November sale. Honor Code has hips 1, 12, 96, 190, 226, 
and 238A, and Liam’s Map is represented with hips 18, 
19, 93, 131, 212, and 223. PRS

Honor Code edges Liam’s Map in the Whitney
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Honor Code & Liam’s Map
By Frank Mitchell
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2014 Bay filly, Tapit – Ithinkisawapudycat, by Blue-
grass Cat.  Consigned by Ashview Farm, purchased 
by J.J. Crupi, agent for Roma Farm for $750,000

As Gray Lyster was looking to expand his Ashview Farm 
broodmare band at the 2012 Keeneland November sale, 
he was intrigued by the pedigree of Ithinkisawapudycat 
(Bluegrass Cat – Unbridled Run, by Unbridled). She was 
stakes-placed at Delta Downs, and was being sold as 
purely a broodmare prospect. 

“We found out that she’d had a few issues that maybe 
kept her from reaching her full potential as a racehorse,” 
said Lyster. “She wasn’t terribly big, but she was ex-
tremely racy, and I really liked her.”

When she hammered for $240,000, Lyster figured he’d 
gotten a pretty good deal, especially as her half-sister 
Spring in the Air was about to be named the champion 
2-year-old in Canada. He bred her to Tapit, and two years 
later entered the resulting weanling back in the Novem-
ber sale.

“She was just a medium-sized filly, but she looked so 
racy,” said Lyster. “It was right after Untapable won the 
Breeders’ Cup, and she looked just like Untapable.”

The bay filly hammered for $750,000, and would go to 
trainer Todd Pletcher’s string for owner St. Elias Stable. 
Nice as she was, however, the filly just didn’t put in as 
much effort in the mornings as some of her stablemates, 
and as a result made her first start at Monmouth Park.

When Sweet Loretta won by seven lengths without 
even being asked, Pletcher quickly brought her back to 
New York. Off as the third choice in the G3 Schuylerville 
at Saratoga, Sweet Loretta again won easily, by 4 ¼ 
lengths, despite missing the break.

In the G1 Spinaway at the Spa, Sweet Loretta again 
broke poorly. The betting public favored her stablemate, 
Cherry Lodge, but Sweet Loretta proved extraordinarily 
game in the stretch to dead heat with Pretty City Dancer 
for the victory, earning herself a spot in the Breeders’ 
Cup Juvenile Fillies.

“It’s hard to believe that an undefeated daughter of Tapit 
from the barn of Todd Pletcher is an underdog in the 
Breeders’ Cup,” laughed Lyster before the race. “But 
she’s proven them all wrong so far!”

This November, Lyster has entered both Sweet Loretta’s 
weanling half-sister, by Street Sense (Hip 448), and their 
dam, Ithinkisawapudycat (Hip 447). Ithinkisawapudycat 
is just a 7-year-old, making her one of the youngest G1 
producers ever offered on the market.

“We’re a commercial breeding operation,” Lyster ex-
plained. “Our business plan doesn’t accommodate keep-
ing seven-figure mares on the property.” PRS
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Honor Roll
Sweet Loretta A Solid ‘Underdog’ For Ashview Farm

By Chelsea Hackbarth
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GRADED STAKES WINNER
ON THE TRACK AND ON THE PAGE

HIP 727
CACTUS KRIS

RACING/BROODMARE PROSPECT

Multiple Graded Stakes Winner of $556,795

On the board in 19 of 25 starts
in mostly stakes/graded stakes company

Winner of this year’s $150,000 Hendrie S.-G3 by 5 lengths!

From the family of
AWE INSPIRING (MG1SW) 

and FRENCH CHARMER (G2)

Barn 34
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barn buddies

Ron Moquett is one of many trainers who employs a 
“natural approach” to pest control in his barns at Churchill 
Downs. As demonstrated by Moquett Racing’s presence 
on Facebook and Twitter, barn cats are important employ-
ees in the shed row. 

It’s possible Moquett’s cats are a bit more spoiled than 
most, however: he says his Churchill barn includes a tiny 
cat ladder to allow the cats safe access in and out of the 
hayloft, where they like to hang out.

Although their presence at the barn is based on practical-
ity, the multiple graded stakes-winning trainer admits he’s 
not above getting attached to them.

Back in his early training days at Oaklawn Park, Moquett 
happened across a stable worker trying to throw some-
thing fluffy and white onto the roof of one of the barns. 
Moquett realized the small object was a kitten.

“I said, ‘Dude, don’t throw that cat,’ and he said, ‘Oh, 

what’re you going to do? It ain’t your cat, mind your own 
business,’” Moquett remembered. “I said, ‘I’ll buy the cat 
off you. I’m not even a cat guy, but I don’t want to watch 
you throw a cat on the roof.’ I gave the guy $30 and I took 
the cat and she came back with me.”

The cat, appropriately named Lucky, lived with Moquett, 
traveling from barn to barn for a remarkable 19 years, an 
impressive record for an outdoor cat.

Lucky died two years ago, but Moquett now has a team of 
three barn cats monitoring horse and rodent activity: Likey 
(who doesn’t like to be touched outside of the occasional 
belly rub), Chilly (Likey’s brother), and Redbox (who was dis-
covered behind a Redbox video rental machine on Christ-
mas morning, sporting a serious wound). Now healed and 
happy, Redbox considers himself a personal security detail 
to Far Right and several other horses in Moquett’s string.

“[Far Right] leaves, and he’ll go in there and check it out, 
and you’ve got to be careful, because he could get walked 
on,” said Moquett. “He thinks that he runs the show.”

Moquett’s Mousers
By Natalie Voss

PRS
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3 more Breeders’ Cup winners:                      
Highland Reel (IRE) won BC Turf-Gr.1
Queen’s Trust (GB) won BC Filly & Mare Turf-Gr.1
Obviously (IRE) won BC Turf Sprint-Gr.1

HIGHLAND REEL (IRE)
leads home a European-bred 1-2-3-4

in the Breeders’ Cup Turf-Gr.1

with poor vulvar conformation are much more prone to 
placentitis during pregnancy.”

Dobbie doesn’t want to see mares become obese, but over-
ly thin horses may be more difficult to get in foal.  Addition-
ally, they may not be able to meet the metabolic demands 
that go along with nursing a growing foal.  Milk production 
can drop off and this can affect the foal’s well-being. A body 
condition score around 5 on the Henneke scale is appro-
priate, and feed adjustments may be needed to maintain 
this score. Basic veterinary care, including regular dental 
check-ups and dewormings are important in helping mares, 
particularly older ones, maintain weight during pregnancy 
and while nursing a foal.

A mare’s soundness should be a concern for breeders, 
also. If she was retired due to unsoundness, owners need 
to question whether the horse can remain physically stable 
along with the added weight of pregnancy.

Although the notion of carrying and delivering a baby every year 
sounds daunting to humans, Dobbie isn’t convinced all mares 
experience acute ‘wear and tear’ on their reproductive tracts 
after just a few foals. In some older, veteran broodmares how-
ever, she does see a loss of uterine tone and this often makes 
it more challenging for the mare to clear fluid and prevent 
infection after breeding. For the most part, Dobbie said, diffi-
culty conceiving doesn’t equal difficulty delivering foals, so older 
horses aren’t inherently prone to danger at foaling time.

Instead, the decision to pension a mare often comes down 
to the ease of getting her in foal again. During a breeding 
soundness exam, Dobbie will often take a uterine biopsy and 
rate the tissue on a scale of 1 to 3, with a 3 giving the mare 
the poorest chance of carrying a pregnancy to term. When 
fibrosis or other factors result in a score of 3, she advises 
clients against breeding the mare if the horse is expected 
to deliver the live foal herself. 

Although fibrosis is often associated with aging, some 
mares develop significant fibrosis even at a relatively early 
age. In Dobbie’s experience, other much older mares some-
times present with almost no fibrosis.

When it comes to weighing risks surrounding delivery, Dob-
bie is more concerned with a mare’s history (especially one 
that includes uterine artery bleeds or dystocia) than age. 

“Once a mare has had a foaling problem, you want to be 
extra vigilant during subsequent foalings,” said Dobbie. “It 
is often a good idea to have these mares foal at a facility 
where assistance can be provided immediately if the mare 
experiences trouble. We can also see problems in mares 
with no prior history of foaling difficulties. Because of the 
possibility of unexpected problems, it is very important that 
foaling be attended, even when the pregnancy appears to 
be progressing normally.

 “A lot of mares who have these problems might not have 
ever had a problem before.,” she said. “A mare could have 

a uterine artery bleed in the broad ligament when she’s 12 
or when she’s 20. We used to think uterine artery bleeds 
occur more frequently in older mares, but the research 
doesn’t support that.”

Continued from Page 1

PRS
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Hip 24 Nile Queen (bay mare 2011 by Pioneerof the Nile 
x Dawn Raid, by Vindication): Half-sister to 2016 Preak-
ness Stakes winner Exaggerator (by Curlin) and is by the sire 
of Triple Crown winner American Pharoah. Dam is stakes-
placed and is a half-sister to Canadian champion Embur’s 
Song (Unbridled’s Song). Broodmare sire Vindication was 
unbeaten champion 2-year-old and winner of the Breeders’ 
Cup Juvenile. In foal to Bernardini on Mar. 17 cover.

Hip 32 Peace and War (bay mare 2012 by War Front 
x More Oats Please, by Smart Strike): Winner of the G1 
Alcibiades Stakes at 2, Peace and War is by the supremely 
popular international sire War Front, a son of the leading 
worldwide sire of sires Danzig. By leading broodmare sire 
Smart Strike (Mr. Prospector), dam is a winning half-sister 
to stakes winner Miss Valentine. Peace and War is in foal to 
leading sire Tapit on a May 4 cover.

Hip 69 Stellar Wind (chestnut filly 2012 by Curlin x Eve-
ning Star, by Malibu Moon): The champion 3-year-old filly of 
2015, Stellar Wind is a cinch to repeat as an Eclipse Award 
winner if she maintains her form relative to perennial star Be-

PRS

Five to Watch: 
A look at some of the sale’s top hips

By Frank Mitchell

holder, whom she has beaten twice this season. Sire Curlin 
was Horse of the Year twice, winning the Preakness, Breed-
ers’ Cup Classic, and Dubai World Cup. Virginia-bred sells as 
a broodmare prospect.

Hip 210 Graeme Six (Chestnut mare 2004 by Graeme Hall 
x Polish Ruby, by Polish Pro): Dam of a pair of G3 stakes 
winners: Cali Star (Street Cry), winner of the Rampart Stakes, 
and Delightful Joy (Tapit), winner of the Monmouth Oaks. 
Graeme Six won the G3 Winning Colors Stakes at Churchill 
Downs, was second in the G1 Prioress. Mare is in foal to 
G1 winner Pioneerof the Nile (Empire Maker), sire of Triple 
Crown winner American Pharoah, on a March 12 cover.

Hip 238A Classic Strike (dark bay mare 2004 by Smart 
Strike x Classic Hostess, by Red Ransom): All five foals of 
racing age are winners, including 2-year-old Union Strike 
(Union Rags), winner of the G1 Del Mar Debutante. Mare 
has also produced G2 stakes winner Handsome Mike (Scat 
Daddy), winner of the Pennsylvania Derby, and stakes-placed 
Classic Sense (Street Sense). Classic Strike is in foal to first-
year sire Honor Code (A.P. Indy) on an April 19 cover. PRS


