
Automatic Feeders Aid in
Fight Against Colic, Ulcers

By Denise Steffanus

Continued on Page 5

Racehorses and other equine athletes that expend a lot of 
energy must consume up to 12 pounds of grain per day to 
maintain their health and fitness. But nutritionists tell us that 
feeding a large grain meal to a horse two or three times 
a day can tax its digestive system in ways nature had not 
intended.

In nature, equine ancestors nibbled constantly as they grazed 
across the plains, and the only grains they consumed were 
seed heads in the grass. But domesticated horses are fed at 
man’s convenience, usually only twice per day. Large, infre-
quent meals have been shown to increase horses’ risk of 
colic and gastric ulcers.

One California racing stable has decided to change the way 
it feeds its horses. WEM Racing, with strings at Golden 
Gate Fields and Santa Anita Park, has opted for automatic 
feeders that dispense a small amount of grain or pellets at 
programmed times throughout the day and night. Trainer 
William E. Morey installed automatic feeders at his Golden 
Gate Fields barn in September.

“I’ve seen enough research to think that feeding more often 
in smaller meals is definitely healthier for the horses,” said 
Morey. “We have four [feeders] up and running, and we’re 
working on expanding a little at a time as we perfect the feed-
ing program for each horse. It’s been a learning process,  
but we’re willing to put the time into getting it just right.”
Morey is working with equine nutritionist Dr. Clair Thunes  
of Summit Equine Nutrition in Sacramento, Calif.

“We have one very big horse, so we’ve been struggling to 
feed him as much as he needs to be fed without exposing him 
to colic risk with a traditional feed program,” Morey said. “We 
now can give him a more appropriate amount of feed for his 
size because we can spread it out more.”

Morey programs his automatic feeders to dispense 20 small 
meals per 24-hour period. Meals are scheduled around  
training hours and throughout the night, beginning early in 
the morning before the stable help arrives.

“We’re trying to get some food in the horses’ stomachs be-
fore they go out and train in the morning to prevent stomach 
ulcers,” Morey said.

Like cats responding to an electric can opener, most horses 
learn the whirring of the machine means it is dispensing feed, 
so Morey programs a break in the middle of the night to allow 
the horses to sleep undisturbed.
With an automatic feeder dispensing frequent, small meals, 
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Featuring new stallions

BRODY’S CAUSE & CINCO CHARLIE

The Breeders’ Farm

ASK RAY

QUESTION:  Who would be better for the horse 
business, Hillary Clinton or Donald Trump?

ANSWER: An industry that depends greatly on immigrant 
labor could be crippled if Donald Trump is elected and is  
successful in building his border wall and deports millions of 
undocumented workers. Clinton would be more of a status 
quo president, and that’s probably a good thing.
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Stallion Spotlight

Just a year ago, American Pharoah (by Pioneerof the Nile) was 
basking in the afterglow of winning the first Triple Crown since 
1978. Then the bay colt added the Breeders’ Cup Classic and 
retired to stud at Coolmore’s Ashford Stud, where he covered 
a large book of elite mares earlier this year.

Now, the first of those mares carrying the first crop of foals 
by American Pharoah will be showing up in sales rings at the 
premier bloodstock auctions in Ken-
tucky, beginning with the Fasig-Tipton 
Kentucky November mixed sale.

One thing we can confidently predict 
is that the in-foal mares will bring a 
premium.

Likewise, in 1974, Secretariat had 
covered his first book of mares. 
The great son of Bold Ruler and the 
Princequillo mare Somethingroyal 
had become the first Triple Crown 
winner in 25 years in 1973 and re-
tired to stud at Claiborne Farm as the 
most famous racehorse in the world.

Secretariat’s first group of in-foal mares attracted the fasci-
nation of fans and the dollars of breeders. From Secretari-
at’s first in-foal mares, shipping magnate Stravros Niarchos 
bought the Ribot mare Artists Proof. A well-pedigreed mare, 
Artists Proof was carrying her third foal, and he turned out to 
be Dactylographer, the first stakes winner and first G1 winner 
by Secretariat.

From Secretariat’s second book of in-foal mares came a run-
ner of even greater significance because breeder Tom Gentry 
purchased Crimson Saint (Crimson Satan) in foal to Secre-

tariat, and she produced Terlingua, a tremendously talented 
filly, winning the Del Mar Debutante against fillies and the Hol-
lywood Juvenile Championship against colts. At stud, Terlingua 
foaled G1 winner Storm Cat (Storm Bird), who became the 
foundation sire of Overbrook Farm and a landmark stallion in 
the breed.

American Pharoah has made the transition from racing stock 
to breeding stock without a hitch, and 
some of the champion’s first-book 
mares are available at Fasig-Tipton’s 
one-day auction.

Selling as Hip 62, the bay mare Maybel-
line is a 4-year-old stakes winner who 
was third in the G1 Hollywood Starlet 
while racing for the wife of American 
Pharoah’s trainer, Bob Baffert. Daugh-
ter of champion Lookin at Lucky is out of 
a half-sister to leading sire Elusive Qual-
ity (Gone West), who sired Kentucky 
Derby and Preakness winner Smarty 
Jones. In foal on a Feb. 26 cover.

Another is Hip 150, the Dixie Union mare 
Im a Dixie Girl. This 14-year-old bay is notable as the dam of 
G1 Los Alamitos Futurity winner Mor Spirt (Eskendereya), also 
second to Exaggerator in the G1 Santa Anita Derby. Im a Dixie 
Girl is a stakes winner, half-sister to a stakes winner, and out of 
a stakes winner. In foal on an April 14 cover.

Mares of significant racing class like these, especially backed 
up by producing class, are the core of success for any stallion, 
and American Pharoah is getting all the opportunity needed to 
get the next generation of competitive athletes that will keep 
fans cheering for years to come. PRS

American Pharoah

YOUR ADVANTAGE
AS A MEMBER OF A QUALIFYING EQUINE ASSOCIATION, YOU ARE ELIGIBLE FOR SIGNIFICANT SAVINGS ON NATIONALLY KNOWN  
PRODUCTS THROUGH NTRA ADVANTAGE. Your involvement entitles you to special savings on products used for your equine farm, business, or personal use.

Member To Do List:

1.
Mow the yard  

 & bale the hay

2.
Paint the barn  

& house

3.
Replace

the fence

4.
Order

supplies

5.
Ship 

packages

6.
Get an  

oil change

7.
Make sure 

we are covered

8.
Replace garbage 
cans & benches

9.
Order pond 
& lake dye

Call us toll-free at 866-678-4289 
or visit www.NTRAadvantage.com
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American Pharoah
By Frank Mitchell



RACE RECORD:
•  Earnings of $433,650

•  Grade 1-placed in Ballerina Stakes at Saratoga 
    behind Unbridled Forever (Earnings $805,257)

•  Grade 3-placed in Vagrancy Stakes at Belmont
     Park, half-length behind La Verdad (Earnings
     $1,563,200)

•  Stakes Wins: Regret, Garland of Roses and  
    Videogenic in New York

•  Best Ragozin: 3, Best Beyer: 100
    Best Equibase Speed Figure: 114

•  9 wins from 23 dirt starts

BROODMARE INFORMATION:
•  I/F to CURLIN with February 17 cover (First Foal)

•  In-utero foal is same Deputy Minister/Vice Regent
    cross as Curlin’s G1 winners  CURALINA,  
    OFF THE TRACKS & KEEN ICE

•  Family of SACAHUISTA-G1

   A PROVEN GRADE 1 WINNING CROSS! 

Room for Me winning 
the Videogenic Stakes at
Aqueduct by 13 1/2 lengths

859-987-6212  |  denalistud.com

Barn 14 – Sells Wed., 11/9

169672-Denali-PRS.indd   1 11/4/16   2:40 PM



Coming 11.15.16

Got Mares?
Get ready for a whole new way of 

negooaong seasons.

access 100+ stallions |  submit your mare & receive proposals from 
mullple farms | access via one central exchange | free for mare owners  

www.horsecoexchange.com
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Speakers:

Jamie Eads, 
Kentucky Breeders’ Incentive Fund

Ryan Norton, Darby Dan Farm

Melanie Blandford, 
Kentucky Dept. of Agriculture’s 
Kentucky Proud Program

Kentucky Bred, 
Kentucky Proud:
The Benefits of the KY-Bred Horse

A KENA Kentucky Equine Networking Association Dinner

REGISTER NOW

Tickets available at kentuckyhorse.org

November 15, 2016 

Fasig-Tipton Dining Room, $25

5:30 Cocktails 
6:30 Program
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Earlier this year during the primary season, before the 
Republican Party’s presidential “horse race” had been 
decided, Yahoo.com’s Michael Isikoff wrote an investigative 
article about Donald Trump’s alleged connections to orga-
nized crime and his brief brush with horse ownership.

There was a name in that story familiar to many people 
in the horse business: the late Robert LiButti (sometimes 
referred to as Ralph LiButti), who was described as a 
“plump, balding and nationally famous horse breeder who 
would later be banned from New Jersey casinos for his 
ties to Mafia boss John Gotti.”

LiButti was a high-roller in the late 1980s and early ‘90s, 
often gambling at Trump’s casinos. Trump plied him with 
many favors, including Ferrari, Bentley and Rolls-Royce 
automobiles, plus rides in his Super Puma helicopter back 
and forth to Atlantic City.

It was around the time a Devil’s Bag colt in the barn of the 
late Hall of Fame trainer Allen Jerkens was beginning a 
racing career that would last four years, include 11 victo-
ries, and earnings of more than $3.9 million.

Devil His Due carried the colors of Lion Crest Stable, 
which, at least on paper, was owned by Edith LiButti (now 
Edith Creamer). That issue – who owned Devil His Due – 
was the subject of a long, drawn-out legal battle between 
the LiButtis and the Internal Revenue Service. At one point, 
Jerkens had to give a deposition, answering questions 
about whether Edith LiButti or her father was the actual 
owner.

The IRS seized ownership of the horse in the summer of 
1994, after Devil His Due had won the Brooklyn and Sub-
urban Handicaps. He would never win again in eight starts, 
which some might call poetic justice.

The federal government eventually won (don’t they always?), 
and Bob LiButti spent several years in jail for tax fraud.

A few years earlier, in 1988, LiButti tried to get Trump 
to become a horse owner. John O’Donnell, author of 
“Trumped! The Inside Story of the Real Donald Trump – 
His Cunning Rise and Spectacular Fall,” wrote that Trump 
had agreed to pay $500,000 for an unraced 2-year-old 
colt by Raise a Native out of the graded stakes winning 
Norcliffe mare, Norsan. LiButti bought the colt as a year-
ling for $90,000 from the late Dr. William O. Reed’s Mare 
Haven Farm at the 1987 Keeneland July Yearling Sale.

The only catch, O’Donnell wrote, was that Trump insisted 
the horse would have to be renamed, as a name had al-
ready been approved by The Jockey Club. And so the Raise 
a Native colt was named D J Trump.

Trump never paid LiButti for the horse and D J Trump 
never made it to the races.  

Trump has denied knowing who Robert LiButti is. PRS

Ray’s Paddock
Donald Trump’s Brush With Horseracing

By Ray Paulick
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2011 Bay mare, English Channel – Dans La Ville (Chi), 
by Winning. Consigned by Paramount Sales, agent,  
to 2011 FTK Nov., purchased by John Greathouse 
Bloodstock for $50,000.

For John Greathouse, picking out a Grade 1 winner is 
nothing new. In fact, two of his 2011 selections are G1 
winners and entrants in this year’s Breeders’ Cup. One 
of those, however, did not necessarily fit the profile of a 
“successful” pinhook.

Greathouse picked out Al’s Gal as a weanling at the 
2011 Fasig-Tipton Kentucky Fall sale, paying $50,000 
for the daughter of English Channel just as the stallion’s 
first 2-year-olds were hitting the track.

“I was kind of an English Channel fan,” Greathouse said. 
“We initially had bought her because of her sister. She 
had a full sister (Ann of the Dance) that was kind of 
knocking on the door of becoming a stakes filly. And we 
liked her physically.”

Despite Greathouse’s faith in the filly, she only command-
ed $30,000 the next year at the Keeneland September 
Yearling sale.

“She wasn’t a big filly, but she wasn’t bad looking,” said 
Greathouse. “She lacked a little bit of size, but that’s the 
Smart Strike and English Channel coming out in her. She 
looked athletic, but I think her size is really what hurt her.”

From there, Al’s Gal was pinhooked through Keeneland’s 
2-year-old in training sale, where trainer Gary Contessa 
purchased her for $40,000. She began her career in 
claiming ranks, where she was claimed several times, 
most recently by trainer Mike Maker for $35,000 on 
behalf of Ken and Sarah Ramsey.

Al’s Gal began to step up and be successful in allowance 
company, and tried graded stakes company at the begin-
ning of her 5-year-old year. In 2016, she finished second 
in the G1 Beverly D. at Arlington, won Kentucky Downs’ 
listed Ladies Marathon Stakes, then won Woodbine’s 
G1 E.P. Taylor to earn a spot in the Breeders’ Cup Filly & 
Mare Turf.

“It’s nice when you have one that you had your hands on 
go on to do well,” Greathouse said. “We always liked her, 
the way she acted, as far as her demeanor goes, her 
movement out in the field, she was always a really lovely 
filly to be around. I’m not surprised she turned into a 
good racehorse.

“You can’t get them all right, but I sure am glad that the 
people who bought them off us did well with them, and 
they’ll come back and see us. We only raise 30 year-
lings a year, and two of them are G1 winners and in the 
Breeders’ Cup (Al’s Gal and Haveyougoneaway). That’s 
something to be proud of.” PRS

For more information on any of the 
Buckland Sales Agency 

offerings contact Zach Madden 
at 859.396.1907 or go to 

www.bucklandsalesagency.com

KEENELAND 
NOVEMBER

THURSDAY, NOV. 10 – BARN 34
636   Tempestra
637  f. Tiznow–Tempestra
655 c. Animal Kingdom–Vertical Vision
727   Cactus Kris
801   Fame and Fashion
890  Little Cyclone

SATURDAY, NOV.12 – BARN 10
1444 c. Mineshaft–State Visit
1477 c. Goldencents–Tiz the Mambo
1490  Vertical Vision 
1679   Im a Dixie Diva

MONDAY, NOV. 14 – BARN 38
2161   Maydell 
2275   State Cup
2276   State Visit
2294   Time to Enjoy
2309  f. Take Charge Indy–Velvet Hammer
2456   Elle Point
2504  Heavenly Sky
2507   High Soprano
2552  c. Flat Out–Leva Mae

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 16 – BARN 10
2992  Mareana
3029  c. Mizzen Mast–My Place
3087   Shirts and Shoes
3133  f. Raison d’Etat–Tell a Secret
3141  f. Discreet Cat–Time to Enjoy 
3208  Beware the Boys
3219   Bombay Bridgett

FRIDAY, NOV. 18 – BARN 32
3855   Ourperfectpastor
3915   Sister Gift
3917   Skirmish
3965  T. Mag
4032  f. Two Step Salsa–Beware the Boys
4050   Cheering Maddie
4074  Dream Sequence
412  Haddie Park
4150   Just Smart

SUNDAY, NOV. 20 – BARN 5
4537   Opus for Her
4673   Chenoa
4728   Goodlookinlucky
4746  f. Drosselmeyer–Karaoke Rose

Honor Roll
Al’s Gal Proves Good Things
Can Come In Small Packages

By Chelsea Hackbarth
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Interested in investing in
European Bloodstock?

Want to inspect some of the
best sires in the world?

Key Breeding Stock Sales

Goffs Nov 14 - 20
Tattersalls Nov 22 - Dec 2
Arqana Dec 3 - 6

Let us help arrange your trip 
Please get in touch 

the horse doesn’t waste feed, and smaller portions enable 
it to digest the feed more slowly, thereby deriving the maxi-
mum nutritional benefit.

How they work
Automatic feeders basically consist of a feed hopper, a 
programmable timer, a portion control, a funnel to dis-
pense feed into the feed tub, and are powered via a stan-
dard A/C electrical source. Some are battery powered; 
each manufacturer has its own design.

The automatic feed-
ers Morey chose are 
manufactured by iFeed, 
based in Snoqualmie, 
Wash. This feeder holds 
23 pounds of feed and 
has the capability to dis-
pense up to 720 feed-
ings per 24 hours. It can 
be mounted on the wall 
outside the stall, with 
a hole drilled through 
the wall for the funnel 
to dispense feed into 
the horse’s tub. It also 
can be mounted on the 
metal bars that make up 
some stall fronts.

One timer can operate several feeders on the same feed-
ing schedule. If a particular horse is on a feeding schedule 
different from others in the barn, its feeder must have its 
own separate timer. Each individual feeder has its own 
portion control.

The iFeed hopper does not lock, but the consumer can easily 
install a lock to prevent a loose horse from raiding the hop-
per, theft of feed, or tampering, said Ulla Dahl, who co-owns 
iFeed with her husband, Jesper. The iFeed automatic feeder 
was developed by Jesper’s father in Denmark and has been 
used in Europe for 15 years. A starter kit containing the 
feeder and everything needed for its operation is $399.

Aside from the health benefits for horses, automatic feeders 
can benefit one-person stables as an alternative to hiring 
someone to feed in their absence who may or may not show 
up or follow feeding instructions.

Automatic feeders also can be used in refeeding a horse 
that is recuperating from surgery, injury, or illness. These 
horses need heightened nutrition to repair their bodies, 
and small, frequent meals are the best way to get them 
back to health.

Continued from Page 1

PRS

FILLER
THE LASTEST NEWS AT YOU FINGER TIPS

PAULICK REPORT SPECIAL
BE SURE TO LOOK FOR OUR NEXT ISSUES DELIVERED TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY AT KEENELAND NOVEMBER

FOR ADVERTISING INFO PLEASE CONTACT EMILY AT: 859.913.9633 CELL • EMILY@PAULICKREPORT.COM
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(Note: Breeders’ Cup results not included in the following previews)

Hip 59 Love the Chase (2006 chestnut mare by Not for 
Love x Chase It Down, by Polish Numbers): Dam of Horse 
of the Year California Chrome (by Lucky Pulpit), also winner 
of the Kentucky Derby, Preakness Stakes, and Dubai World 
Cup. The chestnut champion was the first foal of his dam, and 
the mare’s next three foals are also by that sire. She is in foal 
to leading sire Tapit.

Hip 70 Off the Tracks (2013 bay filly by Curlin x Harve de 
Grace, by Boston Harbor): Daughter of Horse of the Year 
Curlin won the G3 Schuylerville Stakes at 2, then progressed 
to win the G1 Mother Goose at 3. Sire has made a mark for 
himself, especially for getting durable racehorses who stay 
well. Dam has also produced G2 winner Concord Point (Tapit) 
and is a half-sister to G3 stakes winner Tasha’s Miracle 
(Harlan’s Holiday).

Hip 96 Union Strike (2014 bay filly by Union Rags x Classic 
Strike, by Smart Strike): Daughter of G1 Champagne Stakes 
winner who progressed to win the classic Belmont Stakes at 

PRS

Five to Watch: 
A look at some of the sale’s top hips

By Frank Mitchell

3. Filly won the G1 Del Mar Debutante earlier this season and 
is one of two graded stakes winners out of the Smart Strike 
mare Classic Strike. The mare also produced G2 winner Hand-
some Mike (Scat Daddy), winner of the G2 Pennsylvania Derby.

Hip 110 Bubbler (2006 bay mare by Distorted Humor x 
Grechelle, by Deputy Minister: Dam of runaway G1 Travers 
Stakes winner Arrogate (Unbridled’s Song), who is the mare’s 
first foal. Dam is one of two stakes winners out of Grechelle, 
the best racing daughter of champion Meadow Star (Mead-
owlake), champion 2-year-old filly and winner of six G1 stakes. 
Carrying a foal by leading sire Into Mischief (Harlan’s Holiday) 
on an April 14 cover.

Hip 123 Curalina (2012 Chestnut filly by Curlin x What-
dreamsrmadeof, by Graeme Hall): Horse of the Year Curlin 
is the sire of classic winners Exaggerator (Preakness), 
Palace Malice (Belmont Stakes), and this filly (Coaching Club 
American Oaks). The Oaks is one of three G1 victories for the 
chestnut filly, along with the G1 Acorn and G1 La Troienne. 
Curalina also was second in two and third in two G1 stakes, 
earning $1.5 million. PRS


