
Back to the ’80s: Transitions on the Racetrack
By Natalie Voss

ASK RAY
QUESTION:  As an owner, should I be concerned about the 
condition of the track and turf course when racing moves 
from Gulfstream Park to Calder? I am worried Churchill 
Downs won’t commit resources to keeping it safe.
 
ANSWER:  Gulfstream Park is responsible for maintain-
ing the track and has a crew at Gulfstream Park West    
(formerly Calder) seven days a week.

Continued on Page 5

Just as the mid-1980s and early 1990s marked a 
transition period in the bloodstock world (which the Pau-
lick Report touched on earlier in our Back to the 80s 
series), it was a time of important changes in the racing 
world at large. As was the case in the sales ring, those 
years marked the start of success for some, and the 
end for others.

A handful of racetracks opened their doors during this 
time, with mixed long-term results. Canterbury Park 
greeted visitors in Shakopee in July 1985 after a year’s 
construction on the $70 million facility. The legaliza-
tion of pari-mutuel wagering had been slow in coming, 
after years of opposition by a parade of governors and 
legislators. It actually took a policy reversal by Gov. 
Rudy Perpich, who had previously opposed legalization 
of pari-mutuel wagering, to make the track possible. By 
the time it opened, Perpich was so in favor of the added 
revenue and tourism he hoped Canterbury would gener-
ate that he arranged his schedule to be present several 
days of opening week. 

By modern standards, Canterbury’s opening day might 
have seemed less than stellar. Attendance was limited 
to just over 15,000 by advance ticket sales, yet bet-
tors still got shut out at the windows as staff worked to 
learn the ropes. Two arrests took place on opening day 
(one following a fight in the stands, and one of a teller 
who falsified information on his license application). 

Field sizes ranged from six to ten horses. The track 
ran out of programs. But officials told The Blood-Horse 
they were pleased; the point of opening day hadn’t been 
to generate a huge influx of handle right away, and it 
hadn’t been to pack the stands. It was just to get people 
to experience the track.

Thirty-one years later, Canterbury could arguably be one 

of the best mid-level tracks in the country at packing the 
stands, as attendance at other tracks declines on non-
major race days. 

“I’m not sure that it relates to the original operating 
plan, but we are operating similarly in that we don’t 
necessarily (and some people may characterize this as 
a mistake) cater to the hardcore gamblers,” said Randy 
Sampson, president of Canterbury Park. “We look at it 
as entertainment-seekers and it’s ok if we have the low-
est per-capita [wagering] in the country, which we do, 
because we get a lot of people who come to have a beer 
and a hot dog and a good time.”

Sampson recalls Canterbury as being one of the first 
to innovate now-common approaches to bringing young 
people and families to the races – petting zoos, pony 
rides, fireworks, concerts – and although they produce 
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Stallion Spotlight
Violence’s Strong and Precocious Offspring

By Frank Mitchell

Among the new sires of yearlings, those most favored by breed-
ers and by placement in the 2016 Keeneland September sale 
catalogs are Kentucky Derby winner Animal Kingdom (by Le-
roidesanimaux), Kentucky Derby winner Orb (Malibu Moon), 
G1 winner Paynter (Awesome Again), and G1 winner Violence 
(Medaglia d’Oro).

Of these, the most precocious performer was the latter, who 
was unbeaten at 2 and included the G1 CashCall Futurity as his 
best victory.

After a narrow loss to Orb in the 
Fountain of Youth, Violence suffered 
an injury and never ran again. He 
entered stud for the 2014 breeding 
season at Hill ‘n’ Dale Farm and was 
one of the most strongly supported 
young prospects by local horsemen.
In large part, that was due to the stal-
lion’s very good early form and high 
racing class, but that positive percep-
tion was solidified by personal inspec-
tion of the horse himself. Violence is 
a singularly striking individual, stand-
ing near 17 hands, and possesses the 
scope, mass, and presence of a top-flight racehorse.

A look then at the horse’s pedigree only intrigued breeders 
more, because Violence is one of the best young sons of the 
very popular sire Medaglia d’Oro, sire of champions Rachel Al-
exandra (Kentucky Oaks, Preakness, Haskell, Woodward) and 
Songbird (Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies, Coaching Club Ameri-
can Oaks, Alabama), as well as G1 winners such as Vancouver, 
Mshawish, Plum Pretty, Marketing Mix, Lochte, Champagne 
d’Oro, and Warrior’s Reward.

Warrior’s Reward had a head start on the others at stud and 
gained red-hot acclaim as a young sire with his initial racers. Ex-
pectations for him have cooled, but there are useful horses still 
proving themselves.

The first crop of foals by Violence were well-received at last year’s 
sales, with an average price of $73,875 for 24 sold, and they 
were bred on a $15,000 stud fee. That sort of multiple on stud 
fee is rarely seen in the current marketplace, and it has guaran-

teed interest in Violence to remain high.

This will doubtless translate into good pric-
es and buyers for the yearlings by the stal-
lion in the September sale.

Two hips of particular interest are 1741 
and 1760. Hip 1741 is a gray filly out of 
stakes winner Melody Lady (Unbridled’s 
Song). This is the dam’s first foal, and Mel-
ody Lady is a half-sister to stakes winner A 
Shin Spartan (Zensational). They are out of 
the outstanding sprint mare Lady Tak (Mu-
takddim), who won 10 of her 19 starts, 
including the G1 Test and Ballerina Stakes.

Hip 1760 is a chestnut filly who is a half-sister to a pair of grad-
ed stakes winners, including G1 winner Twilight Eclipse (Purim). 
These are out of the Twilight Agenda mare My Twilight Dancer, 
who is a daughter of stakes winner Shimmy (Nijinsky). This is a 
family with a good deal of size, and it shows versatility in racing 
well on turf or on dirt.

Overall, the Book 2 yearlings by Violence are strong and look pre-
cocious; they tend to have good depth of shoulder and powerful-
looking hindquarters. They should be popular with buyers who 
intend to race, as well as those looking to resell next season. PRS
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Honor Roll
Harmonize Shows ‘Just How Good She Is’

2013 Dark Bay Filly, Scat Daddy — Mesa Fresca, 
by Sky Mesa. Consigned by Brookdale Sales to the 
2014 Keeneland September Yearling Sale, pur-
chased by Larkin Armstrong for $80,000.

Harmonize fetched a “reasonable” price at the 2014 
Keeneland September Sale, but Joe Seitz of Brookdale 
Sales admits he thought she’d bring more.

“I recall her quite well,” said Seitz. “I remember the ex-
act barn we were in at Keeneland. I remember showing 
all day with her. She was a very nice filly and we were 
excited about her.

“It’s nice to see an opinion of the home team turn out 
to be consistent with how they run.”

How she’s run is to generate close to a half a million 
dollars in earnings with four wins, two seconds and a 
third from nine starts. Her most recent victory came 
at the highest level as the Scat Daddy filly rallied under 
jockey Junior Alvarado to get up by a head in the Grade 
1 Del Mar Oaks.

“She was full of run today and showed everyone just 
how good she is,” said jockey Junior Alvarado following 
the race. “She just ran right today.”

Harmonize’s resume also includes a victory in the G3 
Jessamine Stakes in only her third career start last 
fall. Her debut race resulted in a second-place finish 
and she won her second outing, a stakes race at Sara-
toga.

“She’s always shown she could run, and she’s backed it 
up,” said trainer Bill Mott at the time. 

While Harmonize was off the board in the Breeders’ 
Cup Juvenile Fillies Turf, she returned to the races in 

March and kicked off 2016 with a stakes victory at 
Gulfstream Park. Her wins have come at four different 
racetracks and three distances from a mile to 1 1/8 
miles.

“She’s very correct, she’s attractive, and she’s ath-
letic,” recalled Seitz. Harmonize is the second foal out 
of Mesa Fresca. She’s currently in foal to Medaglia 
d’Oro, has a 2-year-old by Hat Trick, and a yearling 
that Seitz will offer up Monday at the Keeneland sale. 
Hip number 2137 is a half-brother to Harmonize 
sired by Animal Kingdom.

“He’s got a lot of scope to him, very athletic,” said 
Seitz. “He’s got a lot of personality and seems quite 
intelligent.

“I think he’ll be one of those special horses. We’re 
excited to present him because we think he’ll be a 
standout in that book.” PRS

By Scott Jagow



                                                                                                                           Page 4

PRS

–  2016  –
KEENELAND
SEPTEMBER

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 – BARN 15
1896  f. Shanghai Bobby-Tempestra
1913  c.  Point of Entry-Voodoo Dancer
1978  f.  Union Rags-Bramley
2001  c.  Treasure Beach (GB)-Cold Blooded
2192  c.  Awesome Again-Pledge Pin

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 – BARN 3
2785  f.  Exchange Rate-Cee’s Irish
2791  f.  Candy Ride (ARG)-Chase the Storm
2882  f.  Point of Entry-Harley Queen
2958  f.  Yes It’s True-Mareana
2997  f.  Broken Vow-Nicksappealinglady
3024  f.  English Channel-Porspoder (IRE)

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23 – BARN 25
3481  c.  Dunkirk-Silver Heart
3525  c.  Temple City-Tiz the Mambo
3664  c.  Eye of the Leopard-Enthalpy
3812  f.  Oxbow-Opus for Her

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 – BARN 46
4192  f.  Snapy Halo (ARG)-Sky Lady
4224  c.  Midshipman-Taylor’s Girl
4255  c.  I Want Revenge-Wild and Icy
4317  c.  Regal Ransom-Deesadiva
4321  c.  Paddy O’Prado-Divertimento
4327  f.  Sky Mesa-Egress
4333  f.  Denman (AUS)-Emma Momenta
4348  f.  Snapy Halo (ARG)-Galway
4398  c.  Raison d’Etat-LaFlamme
4431  c.  Cape Blanco (IRE)-Misty North
4458  c.  Student Council-Prime Risk
4461  f.  Sidney’s Candy-Probe
4472  c. Snapy Halo (ARG)-Renaissance Lady

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON ANY 
OF THE BUCKLAND SALES AGENCY 

OFFERINGS CONTACT ZACH MADDEN 
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WWW.BUCKLANDSALESAGENCY.COM
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About

The Companions Who Bring Comfort
To Horses and Humans

A Real-Life Case Study Of Being Prepared
By Jen Roytz

As the old saying goes, it’s better to be safe than sorry. That is an 
understatement for the owners, employees, boarders and riders 
of Stride By Stride farm in Indiana. Last weekend, while members 
of the farm brought a dozen off-track Thoroughbreds to compete 
at the Kentucky Horse Park in the New Vocations all Thorough-
bred Charity Horse Show, one of their barn’s electrical boxes was 
struck by lightning just after 8 a.m. Sept. 10. Fire quickly spread 
to the hay loft, where it became an inferno within a matter of 
minutes and burned the entire structure to the ground.

Fire drills and other preventative safety training and protocols are 
a regular occurrence at Stride By Stride. Thanks to those efforts 
and to rider Margaux Glen who, due to a last minute scheduling 
conflict with work, stayed behind instead of traveling with the 
group to Kentucky, all horses escaped the blaze unharmed.

Four horses were in the barn when the fire started. Upon noticing 
the fire, the emergency training Glenn had been part of set in and 
she executed. She haltered each horse, removed them from the 
barn, took them down the lane and let them loose in the farm’s 
back pasture.

“She had to get four horses out in under two minutes while the 
tack room and hay loft were actively on fire and smoke was flood-
ing the barn,” said Stride By Stride’s manager and lead English rid-
ing instructor Amanda McRae. Thankfully two of the horses that 
would normally be in that barn were at the show last weekend. 
It’s unlikely that she would have been able to get all six out,” said 
McRae.

Owned by Tammi Jones, Stride By Stride Farm was founded two 
years ago with a goal of creating a family-style barn that was 
competitive in the show ring. They offer both English and Western 
lessons, have both 4-H and Pony Club chapters, middle school 
and high school riding teams and also provide coaching for the 

Ball State Equestrian Team.

The regular training and emergency preparedness plans at 
Stride By Stride include making sure boarders and employ-
ees know how to make split-second decisions to create and 
execute a plan in the shortest amount of time.

All four horses who were rescued from the blaze have been 
cleared by a veterinarian for adverse effects from smoke 
inhalation and can return to work next week. Glenn returned 
to riding Sept. 15.

When asked what advice she would offer others with regard 
to fire safety, McRae said preparation is key.

“Drill, drill, drill. Have those discussions, be picky and be 
diligent,” McRae said. “Make sure you have protocols and that 
everybody understands them. Know what you have and own. 
Have the number to the closest fire department programmed 
in your phone. Don’t think that hanging fire extinguishers is 
enough. We had one…in the tack room and it was blocked by 
the fire. Don’t worry if your boarders grumble. In the end when 
that emergency comes, they will understand.” PRS



a bettor who spends $25 to $30 per day on average, 
it’s filling seats.

Birmingham Race Course in Alabama opened in 1987 
with the hope that it would fill a gap in the southern rac-
ing circuit and become “as important to Birmingham as 
Disney World was to Orlando,” according to Ed Hall of 
the Birmingham Convention and Visitors Bureau. 

Some 13,000 people came to opening night, but just 
4,500 showed up the next night, and the track became 
an instant money-loser. Birmingham Race Course went 
into bankruptcy by 1988. Racing continued under dif-
ferent ownership for a few years before giving way to 
greyhound racing in 1992.

While Remington Park also opened in Oklahoma in 
1987, the impending downturn in racing’s economy 
would soon see more closures than openings. The 
same year Canterbury opened, Bowie closed (though 
later reopened as a training center for several 
years). 

Longacres closed its doors in 1992; Quad City Downs 
ceased racing in 1993, Ak Sar Ben in 1995, and the 
Downs at Santa Fe in 1996. Declining attendance, 
decreasing handle, and competition from other forms 
of gambling were all cited as reasons for the closures 
– a familiar series of concerns for those following the 
racing industry today.

Sampson points out that Canterbury wasn’t immune to 
the struggles other tracks faced – it closed in 1992 
before being sold and reopened – but with the help of 
revenue from poker and table games, it has weathered 
the storm. 

The 1980s saw a number of strong racehorses 
(although no Triple Crown winners, as had been true 
three times in the 1970s). Sunday Silence was among 
one of the biggest names in racing that decade and 
would later become one of the most influential sires of 
the following 20 years. When the colt didn’t get the at-
tention in the breeding shed his owners had hoped, he 
was sold to Japan, where he became one of, if not the 
most successful Thoroughbred stallions in the coun-
try’s history.

The 1980s also marked the birth of the Breeders’ Cup, 
a vision of breeder John Gaines. Gaines first announced 
the concept in the spring of 1982 at the annual 
“They’re Off” luncheon during Kentucky Derby week. 

Less than three years later, the first set of races were 
held in California, and the Breeders’ Cup has remained 
an unshakable part of Thoroughbred racing ever 
since.   
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son at stud. Colt is out of the multiple stakes winner Much 
Obliged (Kingmambo). As a result, this colt is a half-brother 
to the unbeaten Syphax (Arch), who won the G3 Acomb 
Stakes in England.

Hip 2096 Dark bay colt by Congrats x Kokadrie, by 
Coronado’s Quest: By leading sire Congrats (A.P. Indy), a 
full brother to the important stallion Flatter, this colt is a 
half-brother to champion sprinter Kodiak Kowboy (Posse), 
who is the sire of Melatonin, winner of this year’s Santa 
Anita Handicap and Gold Cup. Also dam of stakes-placed 
Wilbo, Kokadrie is a half-sister to G1 winner West by West 
(Gone West).

Hip 2153 Chestnut colt by Shackleford x Miss Wineshine, 
by Wolf Power: From the second crop by Preakness winner 
Shackleford, this colt is a half-brother to a pair of stakes 
winners, including G3 winner Midnight Hawk (Midnight Lute). 
They are out of stakes winner Miss Wineshine, a high-class 
2-year-old who was second in the Adirondack Stakes and 
finished third in the Spinaway Stakes. By South African cham-
pion Wolf Power, Miss Wineshine is a full sister to stakes 
winner Delta Wolf.

Five to Watch: 
A look at some of the sale’s top hips

By Frank Mitchell
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PAYNTER

PIONEEROF THE NILE

SIDNEY’S CANDY

SPEIGHTSTOWN*

SUPER SAVER

TAKE CHARGE INDY

TIZNOW*

 *Taylor Made / WinStar Venture standing at WinStar 

Hip 1465 Bay filly by Elusive Quality x Star of Paris, by 
Dayjur: By leading sire Elusive Quality, who sired Kentucky 
Derby winner Smarty Jones in his first crop, this filly is a full 
sister to Elusive City, who was the highweight on the French 
Handicap as a 2-year-old after winning the Group 1 Prix Morny. 
They are out of Star of Paris, also dam of stakes winner Pari-
sian Affair (by Mr. Greeley), and a half-sister to Laurel Futurity 
winner Millions (Dehere).

Hip 1693 Dark bay filly by Orb x Joke, by Phone Trick: By 
Kentucky Derby winner Orb, whose first crop are yearlings, 
this filly is a half-sister to three-time G1 winner Zensational 
(Unbridled’s Song). They are out of stakes winner Joke, a fast 
daughter of the top-class sprinter Phone Trick. Joke is one of 
three stakes winners out of stakes winner Tour (Forty Niner), 
who produced the additional stakes winners Trip (Lord at War) 
and Laity (Pulpit).

Hip 1756 Dark bay colt by Giant’s Causeway x Much 
Obliged, by Kingmambo: This colt is by leading international 
sire Giant’s Causeway, who was the best racehorse by lead-
ing sire Storm Cat and has proven to be his most successful 

PRS


