
It’s the million-dollar yearlings and their buyers who get all 
the headlines at major horse auctions like the Keeneland 
September Yearling Sale. But while the John Fergusons, 
and MV Magniers and Mandy Popes are absolutely vital 
to define and maintain the top end of the sale, the mid-
level buyer in the early stages of the Keeneland auction is 
equally important to the men and women who breed, raise, 
and prep these young Thoroughbreds. That’s why it is so 
refreshing to see a newcomer like Dennis Albaugh step up 
into those ranks and make an impact on the bottom line.

You haven’t heard of Dennis Albaugh?

Well, to paraphrase “Anchorman” Ron Burgundy, he’s 
kind of a big deal. People know him. At least he’s very well 
known in the agricultural world, in his home state of Iowa, 
and among classic automobile collectors everywhere. To 
meet Dennis Albaugh, a man that Forbes magazine once 
called the “Pesticide Prince,” you’d have no idea that he’s a 
billionaire with his own 19-hole golf course (Nineteen? “You 
have to have a playoff hole. That’s the money hole,” Albaugh 
said.) He’s a homespun Midwestern guy who grew up on a 
family farm in Ankeny, Iowa, just north of Des Moines. He 
attended a two-year community college there and then, re-
alizing his older brother would someday take over the fam-
ily business, went to work selling fertilizers and chemicals 
for a local company in corn-rich Iowa. In 1979, when his 
employer asked Albaugh to move to Alabama, he decided 
to start his own chemical business – working out of his 
basement – and stayed right there in Ankeny. 

Albaugh started slowly, using $2,000 in savings and 
a $10,000 mortgage on his home. Albaugh LLC grew 
steadily through expansion and acquisitions. Today, Den-
nis Albaugh says with great pride, the company has 3,200 
employees worldwide. Focusing on post-patent products 
(i.e., glyphosate, the active ingredient in Round-Up weed 
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killer), Albaugh’s crop protection chemicals are sold in 18 
countries and his wholly-owned company has manufactur-
ing plants in the U.S., Argentina, Brazil, Mexico, Europe and 
China. Annual revenue is $1.3 billion.

Dennis Albaugh is a living example of the American Dream.
He’s fulfilling his own dreams, too. Growing up in the 1950s, 
Albaugh had a fascination with cars – specifically the 1957 
Chevrolet Bel-Air that was, to many, the epitome of “cool.” 
In 1998, he bought a ’57 Bel Air convertible from a friend, 
then found a ’55 Chevy he liked, and then a ’56. The collec-
tion kept growing, and today, in a 28,000-square-foot base-
ment garage of Albaugh LLC in Ankeny, he has over 150 
classic cars. The collection houses every Chevy convertible 
from 1912-75, including every Corvette model from 1953-
75. But now he’s turning to a different kind of horsepower.

ASK RAY
QUESTION: How do we get new owners into 
horse racing?

ANSWER: Same way we get new fans. Put to-
gether some kind of national structure (notice 

I didn’t say federal government) responsible for licensing, 
oversight and enforcement. Work collaboratively. Over 
time, this will build confidence across all levels of the game 
and, it is hoped, improve economics and attract new own-
ers. 

Continued on Page 5

14 G1 Winners Sold

Including undefeated
Hopeful S. (G1) winner
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Get your next STAR this September.



  www.PaulickReport.com	 																																																																																																												Page 2

Stallion Spotlight
Super Saver

By Frank Mitchell

PRS

One measure of the difficulty for becoming a successful 
stallion is that few Kentucky Derby winners end up as super 
sires. Over the past 35 years, only Pleasant Colony (1981), 
Sunday Silence (1989), and Unbridled (1990) would be 
considered Derby winners who became sires of the great-
est importance.

This season’s leading freshman sire, 
however, is 2010 Kentucky Derby 
winner Super Saver (by Maria’s 
Mon). While three months’ racing 
data surely does not make a stallion 
career, Super Saver has done noth-
ing except elevate his profile as a 
sire all year.

Consignors at the juvenile sales 
were optimistic about the prospects 
of his of 2-year-olds, but I doubt that 
even those terminal optimists could 
have expected how smoothly and ef-
fectively the Super Saver youngsters 
went through their speed trials.

Those efforts led to some steep sales figures at the in-
training sales in March and April, and the young horses in 
question have improved throughout the summer. With a 
Grade 1 winner at Saratoga (Hopeful winner Competitive 
Edge) and G2 Saratoga Special winner I Spent It already to 
his credit, Super Saver has bright possibilities of becoming 
a really good sire.

A good-looking animal of quality and balance, Super Saver 
shows the traits inherited from his sire, champion juvenile 
Maria’s Mon, and from his outstanding dam, a daughter of 
Horse of the Year A.P. Indy with a splendid female family 
developed over decades by the Phipps family.

Super Saver’s stock tend to be medium-sized, well-balanced 
horses of the “plain brown wrapper” sort. There is typically 
little flash to them, but their sober appearance cloaks a 
resolute racing character. The ones seen so far have won 
good maidens at the major tracks coast to coast, and their 
futures appear positive.

Aside from being a major success 
for owner-breeder WinStar Farm, 
which also stands the horse, Super 
Saver is a plus for racing. His devel-
opment as a sire after a high-pro-
file racing career is something for 
breeders and racing fans to cheer 
about because a classic winner be-
coming a top sire adds spice and in-
terest to the game.

This will not be lost on breeders, nor 
on buyers and advisers at the sales. 
Yearlings are nominated to the 
Keeneland September yearling sale 
at the beginning of May and ranked 

into books not long thereafter; so the recent updates to 
Super Saver’s status as a sire do not greatly figure into his 
yearlings’ placement in the catalog.

Of the 54 cataloged, only three made Book 1 and a dozen 
in Book 2, but on Day 4 of the September sale’s Book 1, 
Super Saver has an exciting commercial prospect in Hip 
625. This chestnut filly is a half-sister to G1 winner Tell a 
Kelly (Tapit), who won the Del Mar Debutante, ran second 
in the Oak Leaf Stakes, and finished third in the Hollywood 
Starlet. This filly is out of the Tabasco Cat mare Evrobi and 
is from the family of European highweight Northjet.
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Honor Roll
Judy the Beauty, Judy the bargain

By Ray Paulick

(2009, Bay Mare, Ghostzapper – Holy Blitz, by Holy Bull. 
Consigned by Adena Springs to 2010 Keeneland Sep-
tember Yearling Sale, purchased by Wesley Ward for 
$20,000)

No yearling sold for less money in Book 1 of the 2010 
Keeneland September Sale than Judy the Beauty, who 
trainer Wesley Ward bought for just $20,000 on open-
ing day of the auction. But, oh, how this Ontario-bred, mil-
lionaire daughter of 2004 Horse of the Year Ghostzapper 
has overachieved the low expectations that so many of the 
world’s foremost Thoroughbred buyers laid on her.

Six months after her purchase from breeder Frank Stro-
nach’s Adena Springs, Judy the Beauty earned back her 
purchase price in her first start, winning $26,400 for 
first money in a 4 1/2-furlong maiden race on Polytrack 
at Keeneland. The next month, owner-trainer Ward took 
France by storm, winning three races at Chantilly in 48 
hours, one of them with Judy the Beauty, who captured a 
five-furlong allowance race. She returned to North Amer-
ica, winning the Shady Wells Stakes on Woodbine’s Poly-
track in July, then finished second to Grace Hall in the G1 
Spinaway at Saratoga in September. At 3, Judy the Beauty 

started just three times, all resulting in second-place finish-
es, including the G1 Prioress and G2 Gallant Bloom. 

In 2013, as a 4-year-old, Judy the Beauty broke through with 
her first graded stakes victory, winning the G2 Thorough-
bred Club of America Stakes at Keeneland, beating Gypsy 
Robin, with champion Groupie Doll third. But Groupie Doll got 
revenge in their next encounter, the G1 Breeders’ Cup Filly 
and Mare Sprint at Santa Anita, beating a steadily closing 
Judy the Beauty by a half-length at the wire.

It wasn’t the only G1 frustration felt by Ward. In the Aug. 
23 G1 Ballerina, Judy the Beauty flipped in the starting gate 
and was scratched. One month earlier, Judy the Beauty fin-
ished second to longshot Starship Truffles as the favorite 
in the G1 Princess Rooney Handicap at Calder. Ward sent 
Judy the Beauty to California twice this year, winning the G3 
Las Flores at Santa Anita, sizzling six furlongs in 1:08.22, 
then taking the G3 Rancho Bernardo Handicap under 125 
pounds at Del Mar. In between she finally got that evasive G1 
victory, winning the seven-furlong Madison Stakes at Keene-
land.

“She’s been so unlucky so many different times when she’s 
been beaten right on the money,” Ward said after the Madi-
son. “To finally vindicate with a Grade 1 is just unbelievable.”
Still in training, Judy the Beauty has eight wins (on dirt, turf 
and synthetics) in 17 starts, with seven seconds. She’s 
earned $1,112,122.

Zayat Stables bought a full brother to Judy the Beauty for 
$125,000 at the 2013 Fasig-Tipton Saratoga Yearling Sale. 
He is training with Bob Baffert in California.

Peter O’Callaghan’s Woods Edge Farm is selling a yearling 
half-brother to Judy the Beauty for SF Bloodstock on Thurs-
day. Hip 713, out of the Holy Bull mare Holy Blitz, is a son of 
Adena’s leading stallion Awesome Again, sire of Ghostzap-
per.

20+ Graded Stakes and
Stakes Performers worldwide

2014 TOP HORSES INCLUDE:

Uncle Sigh, Big Business,
Wildcat Red & Sushi Empire

We will be available at Keeneland
to discuss your breaking, training,

racing, and/or sales needs.
Give your horse the Classic edge

Call Danzel Today | 352.895.3930
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What would you be doing if not this?
I would love to operate a dude ranch out west and raise 
cattle.
 
What’s your favorite part of the game?
The fact everyone has a chance is the greatest part of 
our business. Everyone has an opportunity to reach the 
highest level of the sport. Personally, I love being around 
the horses at every stage of their life, from foaling to the 

racetrack when they’ve 
blossomed into an 
amazing athlete. 

What about horse rac-
ing gives you the most 
hope?
In the global sense, peo-
ple love the animal. The 
animal and the horse 
are so captivating, en-
chanting and mesmer-
izing. Humans have a 
very emotional connec-
tion with horses. That’s 

a basic human sense.

What do wish you could change about racing?
I wish everyone had an opportunity to go racing in an in-
ternational setting other than in their home country.

When you’re not immersed in the horse industry, 
what’s one of your hobbies?
I really enjoy city and neighborhood planning. I follow city 
trends and neighborhood development. Community en-
gagement is a big passion of mine.

Best advice anyone ever gave you?

From my grandmother (Alice Chandler): If you take care of the 
horse the horse will take care of you.

What do you think is your greatest virtue?
I try and listen. I also feel I’m a pretty transparent person: I try 
and treat everyone the same.

Favorite racetrack?
Absolutely it would be Keeneland.

Best racetrack food?
Royal Ascot has pretty amazing food. Hattie’s in the food 
court at Saratoga is pretty good, too.

What’s the last concert you went to?
Young Arthur (Hancock) and his friends at Stone Farm.

Have you Googled anything lately?
How to answer interview questions.

Getting to know Price Bell of 
Nicoma Bloodstock

Back Ring
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One of the best spots to find local Thoroughbred folks is 
behind a table at Windy Corner Market and Restaurant at 
the corner of Muir Station and Bryan Station Roads (we 
cannot verify whether it is, in fact, windier than anywhere 
else in town), between Lexington and Paris.

The restaurant, which also sells locally-made sauces, bak-
ing mixes, and honey, is part of a family of establishments 
owned by Chef Ouita Michel, who is also behind the Mid-
way School Bakery, Wallace Station Deli, and the Holly Hill 
Inn in Midway. All four eateries focus on locally-sourced in-
gredients where possible, particularly the flour and meal 
from the Weisenberger Mill, which you can really taste in 
the breads and muffins. Mark Smith is the executive chef 
at Windy Corner, where he has been in the kitchen since 
2012. Smith has made his career in the restaurant busi-
ness, starting as a hotel chef at Lexington’s Holiday Inn and 
moving on to complete his associate’s degree in culinary 
arts.

Windy Corner caters to those of us out-of-staters who miss 
seeing seafood comprise a large portion of menus. Windy 
Corner specializes in po-boy sandwiches featuring oysters, 
shrimp, and catfish along with the restaurant’s special 
sauce (which, is savory with a bit of spice). I sampled and 
can recommend the fried catfish basket, which included 
some of Windy Corner’s signature cole slaw. 

Don’t miss on the pastry case on your way out—the pies 
and cookies are 
from the Midway 
School Bakery 
(also well worth 
a visit if you 
have the time) 
and the cakes 
and tarts are 
from Martine’s 
Pastries. The 
peanut butter 
pie and double 

chocolate cake 
are especially delicious.

Windy Corner is open daily; 7 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday, and 9 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. on Saturday and 
Sunday.

Windycornermarket.com
Windy Corner Market and Restaurant
859 2294-9338
4595 Bryan Station Road
Lexington, KY 40516

Around the Town

By The Galloping Gastronome

Albaugh tagged along as a child on family trips to Ak-Sar-Ben race-
track in Nebraska. He bought his first Thoroughbred in 2005, Miss 
Macy Sue, a $42,000 OBS 2-year-old acquisition trained by Kelly 
Von Hemel who would win 11 of 25 starts and earn $880,915. 
“Macy took us a lot of places,” Albaugh said.

Albaugh was part of fellow Iowan Jerry Crawford’s Donegal Rac-
ing when Paddy O’Prado finished third to Super Saver in the 2010 
Kentucky Derby. After that experience, Albaugh said, he wants to 
try and win the Roses.

“That’s our mission,” he said Tuesday after making his fifth year-
ling purchase of the Keeneland Sale, through Steve Castagnola’s 
Kempton Bloodstock. “We’ve decided to try and go to the next 
level.” Albaugh said he’s looking to buy eight to 12 colts before 
heading home.

“It’s everyone’s dream, right?” said Albaugh’s son-in-law, Jason 
Loutsch, who Dennis describes as the “horse expert” in the family.
Castagnola met Albaugh and Loutsch at Saratoga when Miss 
Macy Sue was running in the G2 Honorable Miss Stakes in 2008. 
Castagnola was doing client development for Taylor Made. “I was 
too nervous to talk,” Albaugh said, “so I told him to talk to Jason.” 
They hit it off and Castagnola has been on the Albaugh Family 
Stable’s team ever since, along with Barry Berkelhamer, who gets 
their young horses started at his AbraCadabra Farm in Florida. 
They’re then turned over to Von Hemel or Dale Romans.

Albaugh is a disciplined buyer, trying to stay in the $200,000-
$250,000 range while focusing exclusively on colts. “The hard 
thing is picking a horse, going in there and then it goes all crazy 
money,” said Albaugh. “I do have a price point.”

     After the sales
      follow me to...

BOUR   BON
Joseph Clay’s

Farm to Table Restaurant
and Craft Cocktail Bar

in the heart of
Paris, Kentucky!

1.859.987.1662
for reservations

www.bour-bon.com
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Five to Watch

Hip 593 (Colt by Tapit x Dream Rush, by Wild Rush): This 
colt is a half-brother to Grade 1 winner Dreaming of Julia, 
winner of the Frizette Stakes, second in the Mother Goose, 
and third in the Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies. Their dam 
is multiple G1 winner Dream Rush, who won twice at the 
premium level, as well as finishing second in the Acorn and 
third in the Princess Rooney.

Hip 616 (Colt by Pulpit x Enchanted Rock, by Giant’s 
Causeway): This colt is a full brother to G2 winner El Padri-
no, winner of the Risen Star Stakes, and they are half-broth-
ers to Verrazano, winner of the G1 Wood Memorial and 
Haskell. Their dam is one of four daughters of G1 winner 
Chic Shirine, who have produced graded stakes winners, 
and this is the splendid family of Monade through Too Chic.

Hip 644 (Colt by Medaglia d’Oro x Flying Passage, by A.P. 
Indy): A full brother to the filly Heliosphere, who brought 
$1.5 million at the September sale last year, this colt is a 
half-brother to graded stakes winners Hungry Island (More 
Than Ready) and Soaring Empire (Empire Maker) and is a 
full sibling to graded stakes-placed Tokyo Time. They are 

out of a daughter of Ashland Stakes winner Chic Shirine, like 
the colt above. Medaglia d’Oro is generating interest as a 
sire of stallions because his first son at stud, Warrior’s Re-
ward, has made a notable start to his career with a string of 
debut winners this season.

Hip 704 (Filly by Tapit x Heat Lightning, by Summer 
Squall): This lovely filly is a half-sister to champion juvenile 
Stevie Wonderboy (Stephen Got Even) and to G3 winner 
Theyskens’ Theory (Bernardini), who also was second and 
third in G1 races. Their dam, by Preakness winner Summer 
Squall, is out of Schuylerville winner Mystical Mood (Roberto) 
and is a half-sister to two stakes winners.

Hip 747 (Colt by Galileo x Justenuffheart, by Broad Brush): 
A son of the most important classic sire in the world, this 
colt is a half-brother to champion 2-year-old filly Dreaming 
of Anna (Rahy), as well as to the multiple G2 winners Lewis 
Michael (Rahy) and Justenuffhumor (Distorted Humor). The 
stakes-winning dam is a half-sister to champion racehorse 
Kitten’s Joy, now a leading sire, and to G1 winner Precious 
Kitten. PRS

A look at some of the sale’s top hips
By Frank Mitchell
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